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by my parents and grandparents.  They showed me God in their words and 
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abundant goodness and will shout joyfully of Your righteousness.”  
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Riches of God’s Word 

 

Introduction 
 

 

The Bible is an amazing gift to mankind from God, to help us live our lives in such a way that we will 

be blessed and God will be glorified.  To many Christians, the Bible can be a rather intimidating and 

boring history book that they hear quoted in sermons on Sunday, but they don’t see how it relates 

to their everyday lives.  Some Christians may even remember parts of Old Testament stories told to 

them as children in Sunday School, but they have no idea how these disjointed stories fit together 

to give us His Story, God’s history of His love and will for mankind.   

 

This study through the Old Testament will help us to understand more about the God we as 

Christians have put our faith in.  Our faith will grow as we see how faithful God has been to 

mankind over the last 6000 years.  We will see that God created us to fellowship with Him.  

Not just to know Him as Almighty God and Judge, but as the One who loves us and desires to have a 

very close and personal relationship with us.   

 

God desires the best for our lives because He loves us so much.  He gave us His written word to 

introduce Himself to us and to invite us in to the treasures He has for each of us in our 

journey with Him.  The Bible is full of teachings and examples of how we are to live our lives in a 

way that is pleasing to God, resulting in an abundance of love, joy, and peace!   

 

The Bible was written by over 40 authors in a time span of 1400-1800 years.  2 Timothy 3:16 tells 

us that “all scripture was inspired by God.”  This means these authors partnered with God (in the 

form of the Holy Spirit); as God spoke, they wrote.  These authors were from many different walks 

of life, and they lived in many different countries; yet there is a beautiful continuity throughout 

the entire Bible.  For instance, there are many promises in the Old Testament that are fulfilled in 

the New Testament; and Jesus and others in the New Testament often quoted from the Old 

Testament.  Many Christians only read the New Testament because it is all about Jesus.  But as we 

will see in our study, Jesus can be found all throughout the Old Testament; in promises and 

prophecies, and even in numerous appearances.    

 

You will see from time to time footnotes of Bible references throughout this study.  I encourage 

you to have a bible handy and look up these verses to get more depth out of this study.  Even 

though we will be studying the Old Testament, we will journey to the New Testament from time to 

time through cross references.   

 

It is good to know the names and locations of the 66 books of the Bible so you can more easily find 

things in your Word; but until then, do not feel bad about using the Table of Contents in the front of  
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     Introduction 

 

 

your Bible or Bible tabs to help you find the books of the Bible. No one starts out with this 

information in their brains.   

 

There are many translations of the Bible available to us today.  Even though there are Bible apps for 

all our electronic devises, it is best to study the Bible with a physical book.  The more you read 

it, the more familiar you will be with the verses in it and where they are located, so you can find 

them later.  It is also good to have a physical Bible to put notes in or to underline passages that have 

great significance to your life.  Make sure you get a Bible that has cross-references in the side or 

lower margins.  These reference other verses in the Bible that relate to the one you are reading.  

This is very helpful when wanting to study something deeper.   

 

There are two main categories of Bible translations: word for word and paraphrased.  The best type 

to use to study the Bible is a word for word translation, like the New American Standard Bible 

(NASB), New King James Version (NKJV) and English Standard Version (ESV).  Paraphrase versions 

are good for general reading to give the essence of what is being said, but often much depth is lost 

in the translation.  Some examples of paraphrase versions are Good News Bible and the New Living 

Translation. 

 

The Bible is divided into two parts, the Old Testament with 39 books and the New Testament with 

27 books.  The Old Testament was primarily written in Hebrew, and the New Testament in Greek.  

From time to time we will look at an original Hebrew and Greek word to get a deeper understanding 

of what we are reading.  With all the Bible software available to us today, we can easily do this 

without being a scholar of Hebrew and Greek.1 

 

Many people have the misconception that the Bible is a book that cannot be understood without 

someone explaining it to us.  God gave us the Bible, His precious word, to make His heart of love 

clear to us and to show us how to walk in the blessings that He longs to bestow upon us.  God 

promises us in His Word that the Bible is not too hard nor is it outside the reach of our ability to 

understand.  We do not need to go up to heaven and have a heavenly encounter with God or to go 

beyond the sea, to have others explain it to us.2 

 

The more we study the Word of God, the more we will understand who God is and the relationship 

He desires to have with us.  He loves to reveal Himself to us, and He has made that even easier for 

us by giving us the gift of the Holy Spirit to teach us and to guide us.  All who accept the free gift of 

salvation through the blood of Jesus Christ are given the Holy Spirit to dwell inside of them.3  He 

will teach us all the things we need to know, and then bring them to our remembrance when we 

need them.    

                                                        
1 E-Sword.com, and Blue Letter Bible 
2 Deuteronomy 30:10-14 
3 John 14:16-17, 26 
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Riches of God’s Word 

 

 

Much of God’s Word is history, things that have happened in the past between God and mankind.  

In these passages of history, we can learn a lot about God and His character.  We all come into the 

family of God with preconceived ideas of who God is, and very few of those are accurate.  But as we 

study His Word, we will see that God is all-powerful, faithful, true, loving, kind, just, 

compassionate… just to name a few.   Each time we read a passage in the Bible, look for character 

traits of God, and ask the Holy Spirit to change our thinking to a correct representation of who God 

truly is!  

 

God’s Word also has passages of prophesy, things that are spoken of events that will happen in the 

future.  Many prophecies were spoken of Jesus, our Messiah, in the Old Testament, and many were 

fulfilled when He was on the earth 2000 years ago.  But Jesus is returning, and all the prophecies 

left to be fulfilled will come to pass.  We who are alive on the earth in the days of His second coming 

need to know these prophecies to be prepared and encouraged to participate with Jesus to bring all 

mankind to know about Jesus.  We must all be built up and prepared for the return of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  The knowledge of the riches found in the God’s Word is vital for the spiritual survival of all 

believers in the difficult times to come.      

 
 

Isaiah 57:14  “…build up, build up, prepare the way.  Remove every obstacle out of 

the way of My people.” 
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1 

The Love of God 
 

 

1 Corinthians 1:9  “God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship 
with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

 

God created us to fellowship with Him, to spend time with Him as a close friend!4  He has wonderful 

plans for all of our lives,5 and He desires to lead us to live lives abundantly full of love, peace, and 

joy.  Out of God’s love for us, He gave every one of us a free will, to either receive or reject His love.  

His desire is for each of us to receive His love and friendship.  Love that is freely given is a delight 

to Him!  

 

God is Love!  When He placed us in our mother’s womb,6 He also placed within our souls a desire 

to love and be loved.  This longing has led us on a search for love.  We have looked to others to 

provide this love, and we have looked to the things of this world to satisfy us; but only God’s love, 

which is pure, can satisfy this desire.  The journey of knowing God’s love begins at salvation, 

when we finally surrender our lives to the Lord and say, “Yes, I believe in You Jesus, and I want You 

to be Lord in my life.”  After we become a Christian, it is exciting to look back over our lives and 

recognize the many times God had been reaching out to us in His love to draw us closer to Him.   

 

Ephesians 3:17-19  “So that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and 

that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all 

the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the 

love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the 

fullness of God.”  

  

God has a journey for all believers to take.  Surrendering our lives to Him at salvation is just the 

beginning.  He wants to lead us on a journey where we start to identify ourselves as followers of 

Christ more than followers of this world.  As we learn who He is, we start to change and become  

                                                        
4 John 15:13-15 
5 Jeremiah 29:11 
6 Psalm 139:13 
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Riches of God’s Word 

 

 

more like Him, living sanctified lives of purity and holiness.  We grow more and more assured of the 

incredible love God has for us, so that we become rooted and grounded in His love, not moved by 

anything going on around us.  God wants us to know everything about Him and His love for us, 

everything!  We come to understand and trust His love through spending time talking and listening 

to Him, and by reading His Word.  He gave us the precious gift of the Bible; His words and plans for  

our lives, so we can learn about His love.  As we learn about God’s love, we will be transformed from 

our old sinful nature into His holiness, as He fills us up entirely with His love!   

 

What is love?  We throw the word “love” around so freely, that it has lost its true meaning.  

We say we love French fries, or the newest phone, or most expensive car… and then turn around 

and say “I love you”.  What does it really mean?  The love God gives to us to give back to Him and 

others is an unselfish love that seeks the welfare of others.  Love is not just the words we speak, 

but the actions it prompts in serving one another, not seeking anything in return.    

 

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 ”Love is patient and kind; it is not jealous or arrogant; it does 
not brag or act unbecomingly; it is not selfish, or provoked to anger; it does not hold 
a grudge or seek revenge; it does not take pleasure in the injustices we see, but 
rejoices with the truth.”    

 

It would be great if on the day we received the Lord as our Savior, we would get the fullness of God’s 

love downloaded into our hearts; but it is something He gives us little by little.  As we come to know 

the Lord more, He will take the “wrong love” out of our minds and hearts, and put in His pure love; 

that love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, and endures all things. 

 

The best thing about God’s love is that it is unconditional!  He just loves us!  He puts no 

conditions on receiving His love.  There is nothing we can do to gain His love or to lose His love - He 

just loves us!  Unconditional love is very rare among people, so it is hard for us to understand 

His love.  We spend so much time trying to earn His love by doing good works, and waste so much 

time in condemnation thinking we have lost His love because we still sin.  These both break God’s 

heart, because they both take us away from spending quality time with Him!  That is the desire of 

His heart of love towards us.   

 

John 3:16.  "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” 

 

Jesus is the ultimate demonstration of God’s love.  Love is the nature of God, it is who He is.  God 

is holy and He longs to have fellowship with us, but our sinfulness separates us from his love.7  Jesus  

                                                        
7 Romans 3:23-24 
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     The Love of God 

 

 

Christ, the Son of God, came to earth to pay the price for our sins in His death on the cross!  As He 

demonstrated perfect love towards us, we should walk in the love He has given us.  When Jesus 

walked on the earth, a wise man of the law asked Jesus to name the most important commandment 

to follow.  Jesus told him that all the commandments could be summarized in one – LOVE!  We are 

to love God with all our heart and to love one another. 

 

Before Jesus returns to earth as our Bridegroom and King, He is stirring up the hearts of all believers 

to know Him and His love.  Jesus compares us to a Bride that He is anxiously waiting to be with.  His 

desire is for us to have a very close relationship with Him.  He wants us to be His beloved, one who 

is consecrated, set apart for Him, dedicating our lives to honor Him!  We know we are not there yet.  

We want to be set apart for Him, but how do we do this?  How do we walk out this journey with the 

Lord?  Is there a map, are their instructions to follow?     

 

God is sovereign, and He knew we would have questions on how to walk out this journey to know 

His love fully.  God gives many gifts to those who believe and love Him, and one of the most precious 

is the Holy Bible, the Word of God!  It tells of His mighty plan for mankind and His desire to have a 

personal relationship with each one of us.  As we let the Word of God richly dwell in our hearts,8 

He will give us the wisdom we need to have success in our lives.   

 

The Bible is a precious and valuable book for all who believe in Jesus Christ.  It has many riches 

contained in it to help us live lives that are pleasing to God.  In His Word, God teaches us about His 

love and the relationship He desires us to live with Him.   He wants us to abide with Him to stay 

close and remain with Him.  He also offers us teachings in how to walk in a way that please Him, 

and correction when we stray away.   

 

2 Timothy 3:16-17  “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, 

for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may 

be adequate, equipped for every good work.” 

 

The Bible has two main parts: the Old Testament which is a history of God’s relationship with 

mankind, especially the Jewish people; and the New Testament which tells us about the Son of God, 

Jesus Christ, and His invitation to all people to come into the family of God.  It is important to study 

the entire Word of God to understand God’s heart and desire for all people.   

 

Thousands of years before Jesus Christ came to make a way for all people to come close to God 

through His life, death, and resurrection; God spoke to a man named Abraham.  In the midst of all 

mankind, God called Abraham (Abram) to start a nation.9  God selected a small group of people, the  

                                                        
8 Colossians 3:16 
9 Genesis 12:1-3 
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Riches of God’s Word 

 

 

Jews, to one day possess a small piece of land, called Israel.  He told them to separate from the idols 

and gods of the surrounding nations, and to be a people who loved God with all their hearts.  He 

commanded them to walk in holiness, which would be very different from everyone else.  God 

greatly blessed Abraham and His descendants for their obedience.  When God’s people walked in 

obedience, as in the times of King David and his son King Solomon, they provoked the surrounding 

nations of the world to jealousy.  This jealousy caused many to come to know and worship God.  

That is why we see in the book of Galatians in the New Testament that all people will be blessed by 

Abraham.10   

 

The Old Testament was written primarily about the Jewish people, and God’s dealings with them; 

but since we as Gentiles (not Jewish) have been grafted into the Jews through our belief in Jesus 

Christ;11 it is very important that we study the entire Word of God.   God spoke to His prophet Isaiah 

about His desire to be known to all mankind.   

 

Isaiah 65:1  "I permitted Myself to be sought by those who did not ask for Me; I 

permitted Myself to be found by those who did not seek Me. I said, 'Here am I, here 

am I,' to a nation which did not call on My name.” 

 

As we study the Old Testament, remember that even though it speaks only of the Jews; we who were 

once far away from God were brought near by the blood of Christ,12 and every word we can apply 

to our lives because we too are now the children of God!  

 

Ephesians 2:14-16  “For He (Jesus) Himself is our peace, who made both groups 

(Jews and Gentiles) into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall,  … so 

that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace,  

and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having 

put to death the enmity.”  

 

God brings the Jews and the Gentiles close to Him, making us one in His family.  As we study 

the Bible, we will see that the family of God is built on the teachings of God, and the words of the 

apostles in the New Testament and the prophets in the Old Testament, with Christ being our solid 

foundation.  All believers, regardless of our nationality, denomination, or age, are to come together 

and become the temple of God, a dwelling place of the Lord.13    We will come to understand this 

more fully in this study.   

                                                        
10 Galatians 3:8 
11 Romans 11:17-19 
12 Ephesians 2:11-13 
13 Ephesians 2:17-22 
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     The Love of God 

 

 

Digging Deeper into the Riches of God’s Word 

 

 

1. Please read Psalms 139:13-17.  King David wrote this Psalm to thank God for creating 

him.  As we will see in the coming study, his life was filled with many challenges, but He was 

grateful that God had planned his entire life before he was ever placed in his mother’s 

womb.  God desires us to change the perspective of how we view our hardships and 

struggles.  Just knowing that God is sovereign, all-powerful and all-loving, can you write a 

thank you letter to Him like King David did in this Psalm and many others.  God loves to hear 

our praise!   

 

 

2. Please read 1 John 4:7-11.  This scripture encourages us to love one another because God 

loves us.  What do you see in these verses that show us how we get God’s love and what His 

love looks like? 

 

 

We can only love others if we have the love of God richly dwelling in our hearts.  When you 

are having difficulty loving people, ask God to give you more of His love for that person.   

 

If we expect someone to love us who is not a believer, or who has not walked the journey to 

know His love, we must know they cannot love us the way we want them to love us.  We 

must lower the expectations we have put on our relationship, and pray for them to come to 

know the Lord and His love. 

 

 

3. Please read Romans 8:38-39.  As we are walking on this journey of knowing God and His 

love, and sharing it with others, we will be bombarded with many obstacles from our 

enemies (the snares of the devil, our temptation of our flesh, and the lure of the world).  We 

will feel defeated and separated from God because of the lies of the enemy.  What do these 

verses say to those lies?   

 

These are great verses to memorize and recite when the enemy comes at you with lies.  

Nothing can separate us from the love of God.  We must know this to make it victoriously on 

this journey.  Only His love will get us through.  
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4. Please read Ephesians 3:14-21.  The apostle Paul was writing these words of 

encouragement in a letter to the people in Ephesus.  He was praying for their inner man, 

their soul (mind, will, and emotions) to be strengthened with power through His Spirit.  The 

Holy Spirit is the 3rd part of the Trinity (God the Father, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit).  

They are all part of the entirety of God.  When we accept Jesus to be our Lord and Savior, He 

gives us the gift of the Holy Spirit to live inside of us.  The Holy Spirit comes to teach us about 

God, strengthen us on the journey, and comfort us in our struggles.  In this passage, what 

comes out of the strengthening the Holy Spirit gives us?   

 

 

5. Please read Philippians 2:1-2.  The phrase “if there is any” can be reworded to “because 

there is”.  List the things God gives us because we are Christians.   

 

 

We can take great comfort in His Love! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deep into your heart I desire to go 

Deep My beloved, deeper still every day 

Open up your heart, and let My cleansing come in 

I love you, don’t you know 

My love is burning, burning for you 

I have reserved an overflowing of love for you 

A love I want to give you each and every day 

May I, may I come in? 
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2 
In the Beginning God Created… 

 

 

Please read Genesis 1 & 2. 

 

We will start this study at the very beginning in the first book of the Bible, Genesis.  It starts with 

the description of creation; but as we see in the first verse of Genesis, God was already on the scene 

before He created everything in the universe.   

 

Genesis 1:1  “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” 

 

God created the heavens and the earth, and everything on it by speaking them into existence!  When 

someone has the ability to create something from nothing, just by speaking, He is a powerful being.  

That is why God is described in the Bible as Sovereign, Omniscient, Omnipotent, and Omnipresent; 

just to name a few.  Let’s look at what these words mean: 

 

 Sovereign - one who is supreme excellence, and one possessing supreme power and 

domination 

 Omniscient - one having infinite awareness, understanding, and insight; along with 

possessing complete knowledge  

 Omnipotent - one having unlimited power, authority, or influence over another 

 Omnipresent – one who is present in all places at all times 

 

These descriptions of God can be summarized in the word - Almighty! Almighty God, the God we 

worship, is over all things in the universe, because He created everything!  When we truly see 

God for who He is and the love He has for us, it is much easier to worship and obey Him.  The best 

way to get to know our incredible God is to study His interactions with mankind, as they are written 

down in the Bible.    

 

We will see in this lesson all that God created was good!  He loved mankind even before He created 

us, and He prepared a perfect universe and planet for mankind to live and fellowship with Almighty 

God.  Every time we read the Word of God, it is very important to keep in mind that God is sovereign 

over all things and that He loves us with an everlasting love.1    

                                                        
1 Jeremiah 31:3 
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We saw in Genesis 1:1 that God existed before the beginning of creation, but not just God the Father.  

The Hebrew word used for God in Genesis is Elohim, which is the plural form of Majestic God; 

pointing to God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  When it came time for man to be created, the 

entirety of God got together and decided they wanted to make us look like them.  WOW!   

 

Genesis 1:26   “Then God said, ’Let Us  make man in our image’…” 

 

In the New Testament book of John, Jesus was described as the Word of God that was in the 

beginning with God.2   In Genesis 1:2, the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the 

waters.  So all of God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit were present and actively involved with the 

creation of the universe and mankind! 

 

Let’s take a quick look at the facts from the history of creation and then we will take a more in-depth 

look at what happened.  This is actually how Genesis 1 and 2 are laid out.  God gives a quick overview 

of creation in the first chapter, and then He goes back and fills in details in the second chapter. 

 

The earth was created in a 6 day period of time.  There are many theories as to how long it took 

for the earth to be created, even among Christians.  But God’s Word is very clear that “a day” was a 

physical day of 24 hours, because He always ended each day’s description of creation with the 

phrase “and there was evening and morning, one day, a second day, a third day…” 

 

 1st day God created light, separating light from darkness 

 2nd day God created & separated the waters in the atmosphere from those on the earth 

 3rd day God created dry land and seas, along with vegetation with seeds and fruit 

 4th day God created the rest of the universe, including our sun & moon, planets & stars  

 5th day God created living creatures to fill the air and water 

 6th day created land dwelling creatures and man 

 

At the end of each day of creation, God said what He created was good.  When God uses the word 

good, it means something that is perfect and complete, it is beautiful and right, and He is pleased 

with it and takes great delight in it!  

 

After God created man on the 6th day, He commented that it was VERY GOOD.  When He added 

the Hebrew word meod, meaning very, it increased the intensity of His feelings for what He created.   

It means with vehemence, with a much louder voice, and exceedingly.  So at the end of the 6th day, 

God declared with a loud voice, with much intensity and excitement that Man had been created! 

This is what He was waiting for, someone to fellowship with! 

                                                        
2 John 1:1-5 
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In the Beginning God Created… 

 

 

God created everything out of nothing.  He has always existed and He spoke all things into being.  

All the theories (big bang, evolution) of how we came to be are just the enemy’s attempt to again 

deceive man that God is not who He says He is.  The Bible makes it very clear that God is the Creator 

of all things!    

 

Revelation 4:11  "Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and 

honor and power; for You created all things, and because of Your will they existed, 

and were created." 

 

Let’s look at these 6 days in a little more detail to really get a sense of awe of God and what 

He has created for mankind.   

 

Genesis 1:1-5  “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth 
was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit 
of God was moving over the surface of the waters. Then God said, ‘Let there be 
light’; and there was light. God saw that the light was good; and God separated the 
light from the darkness. God called the light day, and the darkness He called night. 
And there was evening and there was morning, one day.”  

 

On the 1st day, God created light.  The earth was formless, empty, and very 

dark.  The Holy Spirit was moving over the surface of the waters, probably 

forming the earth into a sphere; giving it mass, gravity, motion, and energy.  

Gravity is still a mystery to scientists.  They have observed this force, but they don’t know how it 

was formed, how it is maintained, nor what it consists of.3   Other questions that have still to be 

answered: What keeps the earth rotating at a constant speed?  How does the earth stay suspended 

in space?   

 

Then God said, “Let there be light”! God called the light day and the darkness night.  He was setting 

up a definite system of time which we experience every day with the rotation of the earth, causing 

part of each 24 hour day to be light and part dark.  Now we might think that God made the sun to 

be our light, but that is not the case.  The sun was not created until day 4, so where did the light 

come from?  It is always good to find answers to our questions in the Word of God.   

 

Revelation 22:5  “And there will no longer be any night; and they will not have 

need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God will 

illumine them; and they will reign forever and ever.”  

                                                        
3 Six Days of Creation, Henry Morris III 
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In the last chapter of the last book of the Bible, God describes a new earth that will be ruled by His 

Son Jesus Christ, who will return to Earth as a Bridegroom for His bride (all who believe in Him).  

This new place sounds very much like the Garden in Eden.  There will not be a sun in the sky because 

God will provide all the illumination we need, just like He did in the first three days of creation.   

 

On this first day of creation we see the beginning of many things we take for granted.  This was the 

beginning of time in which the following things were created: space, matter (energy and mass) in 

the form of the earth, light energy, magnetic fields creating north and south, rotation of the earth, 

and the division of dark and light on the earth.  All of these things in our physical universe behave 

in an orderly manner.  When God spoke the universe into existence, He set laws to govern the 

behavior of the many forces in play.  Little by little scientists have observed and discovered these 

laws, yet still they do not understand how they were established and sometimes how they continue.   

 

Genesis 1:6-8  “Then God said, ‘Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, 
and let it separate the waters from the waters’ God made the expanse, and 
separated the waters which were below the expanse from the waters which were 
above the expanse; and it was so. God called the expanse heaven. And there was 
evening and there was morning, a second day.” 

 

On the 2nd day, God created an expanse over us and separated it from the 

waters on the earth.   This expanse or firmament is the sky.  It is not 

something that is solid, but gives the impression of spreading out over our 

heads.  This is the air we breathe and the atmosphere and clouds way above us stretching out into 

space where the stars would be placed in a few days. The expanse and the earth were a mass of 

water, until God separated them to make an atmosphere around the earth of water vapor.  This 

thick layer of water vapor would have made the entire earth tropical.  With even temperatures 

across the globe, there would not be much wind and no storms.  This water canopy provided great 

protection from the harmful radiation of the sun; allowing man to live very long lives (over 900 

years).  Earth is not covered in craters from meteorites like all solid planets, because of its unique 

atmosphere.   About 20,000 meteorites enter the earth’s atmosphere a day, most of which are 

burned up before hitting the surface!   

 

The waters below the expanse would rise up each day from the surface of the earth, watering the 

entire surface of the earth.4  That was a huge sprinkler system!  Modern physics has difficulty 

figuring out how these processes worked.  How can the weight of that much water stay 

suspended in the atmosphere, and never fall as rain?  And how did a mist rise up from the earth and 

then fall down to water the entire surface of the earth? 

 

                                                        
4 Genesis 2:6 
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Our atmosphere, or the air we breathe, is something we take for granted, because we cannot see it.  

A little science lesson is needed here to see how good the atmosphere is that God created for man 

to live under.  Almost all living creatures need to take in oxygen in order to convert the nutrients 

they eat into the energy their bodies need to survive.  The air we breathe is 21% oxygen.  If the air 

had less, our bodies would not be supplied with enough oxygen to support many life functions, and 

we would suffocate.  If the air had more, all of the combustion reactions in our bodies would speed 

up (higher heart rate, higher blood pressure, hyperactivity), reducing our life spans.  This is like a 

candle that burns in a drafty room – it burns quicker and is soon gone. 

 

Air is also made up of Carbon Dioxide.   We breathe in oxygen that we need to live, and then we 

exhale carbon dioxide, that we do not need.  Plants on the other hand need to take in carbon dioxide 

to live, and then they put out oxygen that they do not need.  Isn’t God amazing? 

 

God has put other gasses in the upper parts of our atmosphere today for our protection.  There is a 

layer of carbon dioxide, water vapor (much greater at creation), and methane (gas that comes out 

of dead and decaying organisms).  These gasses help trap some of the sun’s energy from being 

reflected back into space, keeping our planet warm, like a blanket.  Without these gasses, the 

average temperature on earth would be -100 degrees, instead of 50 degrees.  There is another layer 

of gas in the upper atmosphere called ozone.  It is 12-18 miles high above us and acts as a filter to 

block most of the harmful radiation from the sun (UV light). If we did not have this layer of natural 

sunscreen, the radiation from the sun would cause our cells to die at a very high rate. 

 

Genesis 1:9-12  “Then God said, ‘Let the waters below the heavens be gathered into 
one place, and let the dry land appear’; and it was so. God called the dry land earth, 
and the gathering of the waters He called seas; and God saw that it was good.  Then 
God said, ‘Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees on 
the earth bearing fruit after their kind with seed in them’; and it was so. The earth 
brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed after their kind, and trees bearing 
fruit with seed in them, after their kind; and God saw that it was good.”  

 

On the 3rd day, God created dry 

land, oceans, and plants.  He 

gathered the water on the earth into 

the seas, and created an area of dry land.   The land was 

gathered in one mass, which scientists call Pangaea.  We 

can see indications of this theory when we look at a 

current world map.  Many of the continents look like they 

fit together like a puzzle.  We will see our study of Noah 

when the structure of the land and oceans broke apart 

and changed to look like what we now have on earth. 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi4yvnS48nOAhUGMyYKHcjCC8oQjRwIBw&url=http://www.primermagazine.com/2009/field-manual/know-it-all-when-did-pangaea-break-apart&psig=AFQjCNHncAe2K439kqiE_JAdr_zLX7QBsg&ust=1471568786686999
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God created fountains of the deep, a huge underground supply of water.  From these fountains deep 

within the earth, springs would come to the surface.  These formed four rivers that flowed out 

from the Garden of Eden: Pishon, Gihon, Tigris, and Euphrates.5   Even though we can recognize 

the names of two of those rivers, the Tigris, and Euphrates; they are NOT the same rivers we have 

today.  I am sure Noah named these two rivers by the same name because they were the first rivers 

he saw once he left the Ark.  Many people incorrectly place the Garden of Eden in modern day Iraq, 

because the current Tigris and Euphrates rivers are there. 

 

Earth is the only planet with liquid water.  Water is necessary for all life!  Water is liquid in 

temperatures between 32 and 212 degrees Fahrenheit.  No other planets have temperatures in 

between this range.  But if the earth was placed 2% closer or further away from the sun, our water 

would not be liquid either. So even our very location in relationship to our sun was precisely 

created and ordained by God; all so man could live comfortably on this planet.   

 

Then God called for the land to sprout forth grass (ground-covering vegetation), herbs (shrubs 

and bushed), and trees.   He didn’t create tender young plants just sprouting from the ground; but 

ones that were fully developed, bearing fruit and seeds!  God created these plants with complex 

abilities of reproduction and adaptability built in.  They were to be the source of food and energy 

needed for the living creatures He would create on the next two days of creation.  Plants must have 

sunlight and water in order to survive.  Again the sun was not created yet, but these plants were 

able to grow.  Only with God are the seemingly impossible things possible! 

 

 

Genesis 1:14-19  “Then God said, ‘Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens 
to separate the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and 
for days and years; and let them be for lights in the expanse of the heavens to give 
light on the earth’; and it was so. God made the two great lights, the greater light 
to govern the day, and the lesser light to govern the night; He made the stars also. 
God placed them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, and to 
govern the day and the night, and to separate the light from the darkness; and God 
saw that it was good. There was evening and there was morning, a fourth day” 

 

On the 4th day, God created the sun, moon, stars, and other planets.  He 

put lights in the expanse of heaven to mark the passage of time and seasons.   

The sun shines over the day time, bathing our planet in light and warmth.  The 

moon reflects the sun’s light, providing light in the darkness.  The moon’s gravitational pull on the 

earth also regulates the regular pattern of high and low tides in our oceans.  Our moon changes 

shape every night for 29 ½ days and then starts over; to mark the days of the month.   With our sun 

and moon, man has been able to develop clocks and calendars to mark the passage of time.   

                                                        
5 Genesis 2:10-14 
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Stars move in precise and orderly ways to form patterns we call constellations.  As we study 

the stars, we are able to use their consistent locations for navigation (like the North Star), and to 

tell what season it is.   The North Star is a bright and distinctive star that holds relatively still in the 

northern hemisphere, so you can always know what direction is north in the night time.  Different 

constellations are visible in different seasons, or in different locations on the earth.  This knowledge 

was extremely helpful for early sailors on the seas, before satellite navigation.  The most famous 

astronomers in the Bible were the Magi, wise men from Babylon, who studied the stars and followed 

a very special star that appeared at the birth of Jesus.  They knew something amazing had happened, 

and they had to go and see what it was.6   

 

Without our sun, there would be no life on earth.  We need the energy from the sun to give us 

light and heat.  Plants need the sun for photosynthesis, the process of making their own food.  And 

without plants there would be no life on earth either.  Men and animals need them for food and for 

the oxygen they give out.   The precise tilt of the earth on her axis provides varying energy from the 

sun (light and heat) throughout the course of a year; which is responsible for the four distinct 

seasons most people experience on the earth. 

 

Here are some amazing facts man has discovered about our sun and the universe that will remind 

us of the Omnipotence of God as our Creator.  Even though our sun is 93 million miles away from 

earth, it only takes 8 minutes, 20 seconds for its light to reach the earth!  Our sun is just one of 

billions and billions of stars that exist throughout the universe, that are clustered in galaxies.  The 

closest star to us, other than our sun, is Alpha Centauri; which is 24 trillion miles away from earth.  

 

Earth (with the other planets in our solar system) and our sun are part of the Milky Way Galaxy.  

Our galaxy is 120,000 light years across (a light year is the distance light travels in one year - 6 

trillion miles) and 2000 light years thick.  Scientists estimate there are 100 billion stars in our 

galaxy; and 100 billion galaxies in the universe, each containing 100’s of billions of stars.  God tells 

us that He created all the stars and He calls them all by name.7 

 

 

Genesis 1:20-23  “Then God said, ‘Let the waters teem with swarms of living 
creatures, and let birds fly above the earth in the open expanse of the heavens.’ God 
created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, with which 
the waters swarmed after their kind, and every winged bird after its kind; and God 
saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 
waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.’ There was evening and there 
was morning, a fifth day.  

                                                        
6 Matthew 2:1-2 
7 Isaiah 40:26 
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On the 5th day, God created living creatures to fill the skies and waters- 

fish and birds.  On the previous days of creation, God was organizing and 

structuring the earth and universe in preparation for Life to come to earth!  

Biologists often argue what makes an organism a living creature; but God made it very clear on the 

5th day, that now the earth had living creatures!  This is where life began.   Living creatures have 

unique characteristics that separate them from plants.  They have the ability to move from one 

place to another; they have blood flowing through their bodies; they are self-aware and are 

able to respond to what is going on around them; they have minds that can form thoughts 

and act on instinct; and they have breath in their bodies! 

 

God made birds to fly in the air and fish to swim the waters of the rivers and oceans.  With 

their habitats being so different, God designed them to have very different ways of breathing.  Birds 

have tube-shaped lungs that take in air on one end and expel it at the other, like a muffler in a car.  

This allows them to get a much larger amount of oxygen, which they need when they fly.  Fish on 

the other hand, live underwater, where lungs do not work.  Fish still need oxygen to live, so God 

designed gills to allow fish to be able to separate out the oxygen from water molecules (H2O –every 

water molecules has 2 hydrogen and 1 oxygen atom).  Birds are covered with often brightly colored 

feathers to aid in flying, while fish are covered with scales to help them glide through the water.  

God obviously made these two categories of living creatures very different than one another.   

 

God clearly created many kinds of fish and birds, all after their kinds; meaning they were of the 

same species. When living creatures are in the same species they are able to reproduce to 

make others of their kind.  An eagle is not able to mate with a seagull, no matter what the theory 

of evolution imagines.  God set limits for the fish to swim in the water and birds to fly in the sky.  We 

can be sure that no matter what evolutionist theorize, birds did not evolve from a lizard.  In fact, 

lizards, who are land dwelling beings, were not even created yet! 

 

God filled the earth with fish and birds, and blessed them, saying they were to be fruitful and 

multiply.  This is the first time the word bless is used in the Bible.  The Hebrew word for bless is 

barak, which means to kneel as an act of adoration, and to pronounce a wish of happiness to one.  

God stopped to admire the living creatures He made on the 5th day; and out of His pleasure of their 

creation, He spoke words of blessings over them.  He charged them to be fruitful in their 

reproduction so that the entire earth would continue to be filled with fish and birds.   

 

Genesis 1:24-25  “Then God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures after 
their kind: cattle and creeping things and beasts of the earth after their kind’; and 
it was so. God made the beasts of the earth after their kind, and the cattle after their 
kind, and everything that creeps on the ground after its kind; and God saw that it 
was good.”  
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On the 6th day, God created land dwelling creatures and man.   He made 

all the living creatures that live on the earth. In these two verses, God said 

five times that the land animals were all created after their kind.  He was 

making it very clear that He had made many different kinds of living creatures, and each were to 

reproduce within their same species. God declared that they were good, complete and perfect.  He 

divided them into three categories: 

 

 Cattle (domesticated animals, like pets and livestock.  Animals who are able to be trained 

were given an ability to express self-awareness and have distinct personalities.) 

 Creeping things (rodents, amphibians, reptiles, and insects) 

 Beasts (wild animals, including dinosaurs)  

 

Genesis 1:26-28  “Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our 
likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over 
the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.’  
God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female 
He created them. God blessed them; and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and 
fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky 
and over every living thing that moves on the earth.’"  

 

God created one more thing on the 6th day, 

and it was the one thing the Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit had been eagerly waiting for.  

They created human being, a man and a woman.  Man was a very special and unique creation.  First, 

man was created in the image of God.  Notice that three times in this passage God repeated the 

fact that He created us in His image.  Whenever God repeats Himself in His Word, He is showing us 

that He places great importance on what He is speaking.  When we see repetition, we need to stop 

and ask the Holy Spirit, “What are You saying to us personally?”  God knew satan would try to get 

mankind to not believe in Him as our Creator (theory of evolution…), so God wanted to make it very 

clear to us that we are unique, we are special, and God was very excited to make mankind!  We are 

the only living creatures who have the ability to love and worship God, and to communicate 

with Him, which is His greatest desire.     

 

On the 5th and 6th days, God physically got involved in creation.  All the other days God spoke 

everything into being; but on these days, He personally made every bird, fish, and animal.8   God 

physically formed a man from the dust of the ground, and named him Adam.  He went a step further 

and bent down and breathed life into his nostrils, and Adam became a living soul!9  Then when God 

made woman, He put Adam in a deep sleep and took a rib from him.  God used that rib to form a 

                                                        
8 Genesis 2:19 
9 Genesis 2:7 

Mankind Created 
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woman He named Eve.  He didn’t want Adam to be alone, so He made Eve to come alongside him to 

be a suitable helper.10   

 

Did you notice that God made an abundance of the other living creatures, the fish, birds, and 

animals; but He only made two human beings?  He personally gave them very clear instructions 

to be fruitful and multiply – to have so many offspring that the earth would be filled.  They were 

also told that they were to subdue and rule over every living creature that moves on the earth.   

This was not an easy task.  They had just been created, so they had to rely on God to teach them 

about the earth and how it functioned.  They would need to understand which plants, or parts of 

plants were good for food and later healing.  They would have to be able to distinguish between 

tame and wild animals; and how to plant, tend, and harvest crops…  I am sure many of the long 

walks Adam and Eve had every evening with God was full of these kinds of discussions.   

 

After God created man, He breathed into them the breath of life (the Holy Spirit), and they became 

living beings with an eternal soul.  Man is the only living creature with the capacity to have 

God’s Spirit dwelling in them.  It is our soul that most bears the image of God.  The soul is a spirit, 

an intelligent immortal spirit, which helps us to know and love God.   

 

Genesis 1:31  “God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good. And 

there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.”  

 

 

God was very pleased that the creation of the heavens and earth, along with 

their hosts (angels) was completed.  So on the 7th day from the start of 

creation, God rested from all His work.11  God didn’t need to rest, but He 

set aside the 7th day to give us a pattern for our lives.  The Hebrew word for rested is shabath which 

means to cease from work and rest.  Our word Sabbath comes from this word.   God desires us to 

work hard for 6 days and then to rest on the 7th.   

 

When we are tired and burned out from non-stop work and lack of rest, we will not be as effective 

in our prayers, studying God’s word, or even ministering to others; and our relationship with God 

will suffer.  God knows that when we are exhausted, we open the door to great physical and spiritual 

battles, many of which could have been avoided.  Physically, we are more susceptible to sickness 

and disease. We lack patience with others and are easily angered.  Spiritually, we are unable to 

spend quiet, intimate time alone with God. Thus, our ability to hear Him is lessened, and in our 

hurriedness, we miss the warnings that God uses as signals to keep us from going the wrong way.   

 

                                                        
10 Genesis 2:20-23 
11 Genesis 2:2-3 



25 
 

In the Beginning God Created… 

 

 

In the Ten Commandments God gave to Moses, we are commanded to “remember the Sabbath, and 

keep it holy.”  This means we need to mark this day as special – put it in our calendar, schedule it in 

our week.  We need to see this as a holy day, one that is set apart and dedicated to God.  Isn’t it 

amazing that we have to be commanded to take a day of rest when our tired and sick bodies 

are screaming for it!   

 

From the very beginning of time, God knew we would tend to pack too much into our lives each 

week.  He knew we needed a day once a week to be a holy day, a day different than the other days, 

for us to rest and be restored.  For many Christians, this is Sunday, the day we go to church.  But 

God wants more than just an hour or two with us focused on Him.  We must be careful to not pack 

this day with chores and errands.   

 

It is difficult to transition to taking a day of rest because we feel things will not get done, or we have 

to work seven days to pay the bills.  But if we honor God by taking a day to rest and focus on 

Him, He will bless us.  As we put our trust in Him, He will give us what we need each week.  When 

we take that day of rest and trust only in God, it pleases Him.  It causes us to repent and return with 

a heart that is refreshed and renewed in Him.   

 

Rick Joyner, in his book “Visions of the Harvest”, wrote about the importance of taking a day of rest.  

“Those who have not learned to take the Lord’s yoke and who try to carry the burdens themselves will 

be overwhelmed.  Entering the Sabbath rest of the Lord will become a major emphasis in preparation 

of the Harvest (last days).  Heed this word!” 

 

Take the time to think about the wonders of God’s creation, and the incredible world He has created 

for us to live in.  This is a great way to start every Sabbath, thanking God for who He is, for creating 

us in His image, and for knowing what is best for us to live victorious lives with Him. 
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Digging Deeper into the Riches of God’s Word 

 

 

1. Knowing that God’s purpose from the creation of the earth was for mankind to dwell in His 

presence and to have fellowship with Him, and be blessed, how does this make you feel? 

 

How does this knowledge change the way you live and the decisions you make? 

 

 

2. Most people live exhausted lives running from one thing to another, always tired and worn 

out; longing to just stop, but not thinking it is possible, or even a good idea.  How has the 

truth of taking a day of rest, a Sabbath, settled in your soul?  Does it sound like something 

you have been crying out for, or is it something that seems impossible with all your 

responsibilities?   

 

Spend some time with God, asking Him to help you.  He knows you are exhausted and He 

desires to give you rest for your soul.  God will help you with all you have going on in your 

life; showing you what is important and what can wait.   Start with resting for part of a day.  

When we honor God with a little, He will help us to honor Him completely! 

 

 

Write out Matthew 11:28-30. 
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Trouble in Paradise 

 

 

When God created Adam and Eve, He placed them in a perfect garden on the perfect planet He 

created just for them; a true paradise.   

 

Genesis 2:8  “The Lord God planted a garden toward the east, in Eden; and there 

He placed the man whom He had formed.”  

 

Let’s review a few of the perfect things God’s set in place for Adam & Eve.  It never rained on the 

earth; a mist would rise from the earth and water the whole surface of the earth.1  The whole 

atmosphere on Earth was very different than what we have now; there was a canopy of water 

vapor that covered the sky.  This protected Adam and Eve from the harmful UV (ultra-violet) rays 

of the sun, put more moisture in the air, and kept the temperatures very even all over the earth.   

This water canopy acted like a giant blanket or greenhouse, and caused the vegetation all over the 

world to be very lush. 

 

God provided trees and plants, and He is the one who did the work to plant them.2  These plants 

were beautiful and they had delicious fruit to eat.  During this time, Adam and Eve along with every 

animal and bird were vegetarians.  Every animal that is now a ferocious beast, started out as 

peaceful vegetarians.  God stated twice that plants were to be their food.3 

 

God provided an abundance of fresh water for drinking from the river that flowed out of Eden and 

then divided into four rivers that went throughout the land.  The land around the Pishon River had 

an abundance of fine gold and gem stones.   

 

The best part of Eden was that God would come down to Earth every evening to walk with 

Adam and Eve, and discuss whatever was on their hearts.  Remember, God created man to have 

fellowship with Him.   We will see many times throughout the Old Testament God came to earth in 

a human body to visit and talk with various people. Keep in mind that when this happened, it is 

Jesus who is visiting man.   

                                                        
1 Genesis 2:6 
2 Genesis 2:8-9 
3 Genesis 1:29-30 
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Jesus gave Adam and Eve instructions and commands to 

help them prosper in the land of Eden. The first words 

spoken to them were a blessing to be fruitful and fill the earth 

with people.4  Jesus made it very clear to them that men were to be the caretakers of the earth:  they 

were to subdue and rule over all the living creatures (fish, birds, animals, reptiles, dinosaurs…); and 

they were to cultivate (grow) and keep (protect) the plants in the garden.   God created all these 

things, but man was put in charge of them.  Can’t you just see the fun they had when Jesus brought 

all the creatures to Adam so He could name them?5  We can only image some of the conversations 

between Jesus and man, but a very important one was recorded in Genesis.   

 

Genesis 2:16-17  “The Lord God commanded the man, saying, ‘From any tree of 

the garden you may eat freely; but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 

you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die’."  

 

God placed a special tree in the middle of the garden, the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  

Adam and Eve were allowed to eat the delicious fruit of every other tree and plant, but not the fruit 

of this tree!  If they sinned against God and ate of its fruit, their innocence would be gone and they 

would know evil.  Remember, God gave all mankind a free will.  Love is a delight to God when we 

choose to love and obey Him.  God allowed this tree in the garden as a test of their love and 

obedience. 

 

A very crafty beast entered the garden, the serpent, also 

known as the devil or satan.  He has many names, but 

his mission is the same - to deceive and destroy 

mankind.  He was created by God as one of His main angelic beings; but sometime between the week 

of Creation and his tempting of Adam & Eve; he became full of pride and rebelled against God.  The 

devil deceived himself to think he was greater than God; then he deceived a third of the angels, and 

they became his demonic force.6  Then when men were created, he made it his goal to deceive them.  

This deception is known all over the world, even in countries that do not acknowledge God.  The 

ancient Chinese character for devil is:  

 

鬼 Chinese for DEVIL: 丿(Alive) in a 田 (garden)  儿 (walks) a 厶 (deceiver). 

 

                                                        
4 Genesis 1:28 
5 Genesis 2:19-20 
6 Revelation 12:3-4, 7-9 
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The serpent came up to Eve and began to question the things God had spoken to her and Adam.  He 

twisted the words God had spoken.  Eve decided the fruit was something desirable and not 

something forbidden by God.   This temptation tuned to disobedience and then sin, as she and Adam 

ate of the fruit.7  They instantly knew they had sinned, and they were ashamed.   They now had an 

understanding of evil, and realized that their once innocent state of being naked, now brought them 

shame.  They fashioned fig leaves to make garments for themselves and hid from God.     

 

Why did the serpent come after Eve?  Perhaps the meaning of her name will give us a clue; Eve 

means life giver.  The enemy hates mankind, and he will do all he can to steal our relationship with 

God, and to kill our physical bodies.8 He went after the one from whom all mankind would come.   

 

With great sadness, Jesus confronted Adam and Eve about what they had done.  He knew His perfect 

relationship with man had changed.  The blessings of God changed to curses as the consequences 

were explained to the serpent and then to Adam and Eve.  Jesus cursed the serpent, and then cursed 

the ground so man will have to work very hard to provide for the needs of his family.  No longer 

would man be an eternal being, but death would now come to all living beings.9  Romans 8:19-22 

explains the curse of death that the sins of Adam and Eve brought to all living creatures.  It says that 

creation is groaning to be restored to its former state.  Eve was told that because of her sin, women 

would have pain in childbirth and a power struggle with their husbands; but she had to understand 

that he was to be the leader of the family.  We see this same struggle being played out in marriages 

all over this country. 

 

But in the midst of this, out of His love for mankind, Jesus 

spoke words of redemption to Adam and Eve.  He told 

the serpent that there would be enmity (hatred) between 

him and the seed (offspring) of Eve; and that her seed (Jesus) will bruise satan on the head (destroy 

him) and satan would bruise Jesus on the heel (crucifixion).10   Already the plan of the cross was 

in place, where Jesus would offer His body and His blood to atone for the sins of all mankind; so 

His perfect relationship with man could be reestablished.  God also has a place reserved for the devil 

and his demonic angels – the lake of fire.11  

 

God made clothing for Adam and Eve out of the skins of animals.12   This was the first death they 

ever witnessed; and I am sure when they saw the lifeless bodies of these innocent animals who 

were killed so their nakedness could be covered, they were shaken to the core.  We must know that  

 

                                                        
7 Genesis 3:1-6 
8 John 10:10 
9 Genesis 3:19 
10 Genesis 3:15 
11 Matthew 25:41 
12 Genesis 3:21 
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there are always consequences for our sins that not only affect us but others.  “Because of Adam, 

death came to all men!”13 

  

We are no different than Adam and Eve when we sin, thinking we can hide our sins from everyone, 

including God!  We forget that He is Almighty God, and we think we can hide our sins from Him!  We 

avoid Him for a while, but then we try to go back to things as they were before, but we can’t.  Our 

sins separate us from His loving presence; because He is a holy and righteous God.  Think back 

to the last time you tried to cover up you sins and hide from God?  What did you have to go through 

to finally come to your senses and repent?   

 

If you are still trying to hide, know that God is waiting with arms open wide, to restore His 

relationship with you.  Jesus died so that all your sins would be forgiven and washed away.  Please 

take the time to acknowledge your sin and ask God to forgive you of your sin.  When we repent of 

our sins, we are promised that our faithful God will forgive us and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness.  Take the time to do this right now, God is waiting.  

 

1 John 1:9  “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins 

and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. “ 

 

Adam and Eve were sent out of the garden.  God stationed cherubim (huge war-like angles) at the 

entrance of the Garden of Eden to guard the way to the Tree of Life.14  Cherubim is the plural for 

cherub.  We think of cherubs as cute little naked baby angels that fly around shooting arrows of 

love.  That is the furthest thing from the truth of who cherubim are.  It was out of God’s mercy that 

they were prevented from having access to the Tree of Life.  Now that sin had come into their lives, 

their bodies were now subject to sickness and degeneration.  Living forever in that state would have 

been unbearable.   

 

No longer were Adam and Eve allowed to live in paradise, and now Adam had to work very hard to 

provide for their needs.  As Eve started to have children, her attention soon focused on raising them. 

Not only did she have pain in childbirth, but heartache soon followed.   

 

Please read Genesis 4. 

Adam & Eve’s first two sons were named Cain and Abel.  

Cain was a farmer and Abel was a herdsman.  When God 

made coverings for Adam and Eve out of animal skins, 

this was the beginning of the sacrificial system.  When man sinned, they were to repent of their  

 

                                                        
13 1 Corinthians 15:21-22 
14 Genesis 3:24 

Cain & Abel 
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sins.  At certain times of the year the Lord would have His people offer up a sacrifice of a lamb or a 

goat.  The death of the animal would take the penalty of their sins, and they would be forgiven.    

          

In Genesis 4, we are at that time of year, and the two sons of Adam and Eve brought offerings to 

God.  Abel brought one that was pleasing to God, the first lamb born that year; whereas Cain brought 

an offering that was offensive to God.  First it was a grain offering not a lamb; and it was from what 

was left over at the end of the grain harvest.  In Genesis 4:3, the phrase “in the course of time”, 

means at the end of the harvest.    God desires the first and the best from us.  4000 years later, Jesus 

would become the perfect sacrifice; and if man became used to giving worthless sacrifices, 

they would not see the value in what Jesus did.   

 

Hebrews 11:4, 6  “By faith, Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain, through 

which  he  obtained  the  testimony  that  he  was  righteous.  Without faith, it is 

impossible to please God, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that 

He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.”   

 

Cain was angry at God for not valuing his offering, and he took out his anger on his brother.  God 

knew the heart of Cain was evil, but God still loved him and didn’t want him to sin further.   He 

warned Cain that sin was crouching at his door, and he must not give in to it.  But because Cain’s 

heart was evil, he did not listen to God, and he killed his brother.15   

 

God was so upset and cried out to Cain, “What have you done?”  God cursed Cain severely saying that 

he could no longer be a farmer because He would no longer let the ground produce for him.  Cain 

was to be a vagrant and a wanderer, away from the presence of God and his family.  Cain really 

didn’t care that God would no longer appear to Him, but that someone might kill him since he was 

all alone.16   God in His incredible mercy said He would make sure no one would kill him.  He would 

put a sign on Cain that if anyone tried to kill him, God would make the punishment seven times 

greater than the one Cain faced.17    

 

Instead of being a nomad, Cain further disobeyed God 

and decided to settle down.  He built a city he called 

Enoch, which he named after his son.  Cain and his 

offspring continued in rebellion and disrespect of God.  His great-great-great-great-grandson, 

Lamech, was a very evil man; showing how sin spreads down the generations and gets worse 

without God!  He took two women to be his wives, and then he murdered two men.  He went on to  

 

                                                        
15 1 John 3:12 
16 Genesis 4:13-14 
17 Genesis 4:15 
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brag that God would protect and avenge Him even more than He did Cain.18  See how twisted his 

thinking was, he took the curse God spoke over Cain as a blessing.  Cain’s offspring were very 

unrighteous men who did not know God.   

 

Adam and Eve had another son named Seth; and Seth had a son named Enosh.  Genesis 4:26 tells 

us that in the days of Enosh, men began to call upon the name of the Lord.  The descendants of 

Seth, through Enosh, were followers of God and they called themselves sons of God.  They began to 

publically proclaim God and worship Him together in public settings. 

 

In the midst of gross sin in our culture, we need to be like Enosh, and publically proclaim 

that Jesus is the Lord of our lives.  We must unashamedly worship Him, so all can see that He is 

worthy to be praised and obeyed.  We do not have to go the evil way of Cain, but we can follow Abel 

and Enosh and live righteous lives, pleasing to the Lord! 

 

 

1John 1:7-10  “but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.  
If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.  
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”   

 

We must be careful to not fall prey to the deceptions of the enemy.  Paul warned the Corinthians 

not to be like Eve when she was deceived by the serpent.  He pleaded with them to be careful to not 

let their minds be led astray from the simplicity and purity of their devotion to Christ.1  This is a 

great warning to us all.  The phrase led astray does not mean we have taken a wrong turn on a 

leisurely stroll through the park; but instead it alludes to the fact that we are purposely lured to 

take the wrong path for our lives.  This wrong turn causes our life and the purposes God has for our 

life to shrivel and die as we waste away in corruption.  Sin is rebellion against God and He desires 

us to have a sincere and pure relationship with Him.  We must take the time to repent of the times 

we have allowed the enemy to lead us astray from the perfect will of God. 

 

 

  

                                                        
18 Genesis 4:23-24 
1 2 Corinthians 11:3 
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Digging Deeper into the Riches of God’s Word 

 

1. Adam and Eve were told they would die if they ate the fruit from the tree of the knowledge 

of good and evil.  One of their punishment’s for their rebellion against God was that they 

would no longer be immortal beings.  They did not die immediately after they sinned, as satan 

had taunted them; but they did die instantly to their intimate fellowship with God.  Please 

read Isaiah 59:2.  What happens when we sin (iniquities is the same word as sin)? 

 

 

2. Sin makes us act irrationally, blame others, and hide from God; which is the same reaction 

Adam and Eve had.  Eve saw the fruit with her eyes and took delight in what she saw, even 

though she was told it would bring death. The serpent came and spoke to her words of 

deception to feed into her lust for the fruit.  She then acted irrationally and directly disobeyed 

God.  Adam did the same thing.  They then blamed others and hid from God because they 

were ashamed.  Please read James 1:14-16 

  

How do you act when you see something you want, something that looks good to you?   

 

If you give into that lust, what will your sin bring you if you do not repent?   

 

 

3. We must always be on the alert because the enemy relentlessly comes after us to tempt us to 

rebel and sin against God.  No one is exempt.  Please read Matthew 4:1-11.  The enemy even 

came against Jesus Christ to tempt Him into sinning against God!  List what temptations the 

enemy offered Jesus and then list how Jesus responded to each. 

 

 

4. Often Christians say if it hadn’t been for Adam and Eve sinning in the garden, we would not 

be sinning today.  What does Romans 3:23 say about this ideas?   

 

 

5. Notice that Adam and Eve were made in the likeness of God, while their son Seth was made 

in their image.  God is righteous and perfect, there is no sin in Him.  Whereas, even though 

Adam and Eve were created righteous and perfect, they sinned; and they passed down this 

sin nature to their children.   Often when people are asked if they believe they are going to 

heaven, they say, “I am a good person, so I think I will go to heaven.”  But we cannot be good 

enough in our own power to be with God because the nature to sin is in us from our 

forefathers.   

Read Romans 5:12-15, and summarize what it says in regards to Adam and his offspring? 
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Romans 5:12-15 tells us that sin entered the world though one man (Adam), and sin brings 

death.   We all sin so we are all destined for death- eternal separation from God.  This passage 

tells us that death reigned from Adam to Moses.  That is when the Lord formally set up the 

sacrificial system to atone for the sins of the people.  This foreshadowed the sacrificial death 

of Jesus Christ on the cross for all our sins. 

 

 

6. Death came to all mankind through Adam, but what is the good news in 1 Corinthians 

15:21-22, 45.  

 

 

7. There was a group of righteous men and women living on the earth, but after 1500 years of 

mixing with the unrighteous group, almost all became unrighteous!  Often we stay connected 

with people from our past that live very unrighteous lifestyles, or we decide to date someone 

who is not a believer, thinking in our mind that we will be a good witness to them.  What does 

1 Corinthians 15:33 say about this?  
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Before we study the story of Noah and his descendants, we will look at an often ignored part of the 

Bible.  Please read Genesis 4:25-5:32.   The Old Testament often has lists of names of the fathers 

and sons down through the generations, called genealogies.  Most people skip over these passages 

in the Bible because they do not see the value of reading names they cannot pronounce or 

understand.  But often, with some digging (research & study), very interesting things can be found.  

Genesis 4:25- 5:32 lists a line of descendants from Adam to Noah.  If we look at the meaning of 

these Hebrew names, we can find a hidden message from God to mankind.   

 

Adam: mankind- a human being-person of lower degree 

Seth: substituted-placed himself 

Enosh: mortal- flesh and blood 

Kenan: dwelling 

Mahalalel: Praise or glory -Radiance of God 

Jared: descends 

Enoch: initiating 

Methuselah: sending forth the branch 

Lamech: made low 

Noah: giving us rest 

 

Jesus humbled Himself and became a man, and placed himself in a mortal body to dwell 

among us.  The glory of God descended to initiate a new way for man to know Him. He 

sent forth the branch who would be brought low (die) to give us rest for our souls. 

 

The prophet Jeremiah spoke often of the coming Messiah, Jesus.  He called Jesus the Righteous 

Branch, from the lineage of King David, who would bring justice and righteousness to the earth by 

defeating the hold of satan in our lives.2  The New Testament refers to Jesus as the last Adam.3   

 

Genealogies give us a list of people who lived on the earth, along with how old they were when they 

had their first son, and when they died; giving us a timeline of their lives and of the earth.  The chart 

on following page lists the genealogies of the first twenty-two generations, spanning 2200 years.   

                                                        
2 Jeremiah 33:15 
3 1 Corinthians 15:22,45,47; Romans 5:12-18 
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Genesis 4 and 5 lists the righteous lineage from Adam, through his son Seth.   As we study this 

chart, we can see many fascinating details.     

 

 About 1650 years passed from the time of Creation until the great flood.   

 After the flood, God greatly reduced the lifespans of men.   

 Adam was alive for 930 years, through 8 generations – he died 100 years before Noah was 

born.  His descendants knew him and were able to be influenced by him and his testimony.    

 In the time of Enosh, men called upon the name of the Lord.   

 Enoch did not die, but he was taken away to be with the Lord, because he pleased God.4   

 Methuselah had the longest lifespan of mankind (969 years), and he died right before the 

flood.   

 Abraham went to Canaan 1980 years after creation, and Noah was still alive when 

Abraham was growing up. 

 

There is always one question people ask, “Who did Cain and later his brother Seth marry?”  The 

answer is their sisters.  There was purity in the gene pool, so it was not a problem to marry your 

sister.  And who else would there be but a sister.  It wasn’t until Moses’ time (2500 years later) that 

God made a law to not marry close relatives.  By that time, the gene pool had many mutations and 

intermarriage could bring about serious health issues.5   

 

Men lived very long lives (usually over 900 years) between creation and the flood, and all their 

children and descendants began to multiply all over the earth in the first 1600 years of the earth’s 

history.  Christian researchers have estimated that there could have been between 235 million and 

137 billion people living throughout the earth at the time of the flood.6    

 

The descendants of Seth (Adam and Eve’s 3rd son) lived righteous lives following after the Lord, 

and were called the sons of God.  The descendants of Cain lived unrighteous lives and were 

called the daughters of men.7  The descendants of Cain grew increasingly more evil with every 

generation.   Over time, these two groups intermarried with each other and even with fallen 

angels (nephilim)8, and they produced very evil and corrupt offspring.  Not only did they do 

horrendous acts of violence against each other, but every thought and intent in their hearts was 

continually evil.  The earth was so filled with corruption and violence that God said He was sorry 

He had ever created mankind.9   Can you just imagine the grief that filled God’s heart as His plans to 

love mankind and fellowship with them were crushed?  

 

                                                        
4 Hebrews 11:5-6 
5 Leviticus 18:6, 20:17; Deuteronomy 27:22 
6 Henry M. Morris, Biblical Basis for Modern Science 
7 Genesis 6:1-2 
8 Genesis 6:4 
9 Genesis 6:6 
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Please read Genesis 6. 

 
The Lord decided that He would completely erase all living beings from the face of the earth, 

including man, animals and birds! 10   Even though there had always been a righteous remnant on 

the earth through the lineage of Seth, it had eventually been reduced to one man.  God would have 

destroyed all mankind, except there was one righteous man left, Noah. 

  

Genesis 6:8  “But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord.” 

 

 

Why did Noah find favor in God’s sight?  The Bible tells us that Noah was 

known to be a righteous man; someone who lived his life according to the 

commands of God.  He was holy in his heart and in his deeds.  He was also 

called blameless, which means he lived the truth, he did not have any error in his life.  He was 

undefiled by the sin around him, and he lived his life in sincerity before God and man.  Noah walked 

with God.  When we walk with God we are close to Him, as a friend.  When we are walking with a 

friend, we carry on conversations with them, sharing our hearts with each other.  Noah knew God 

as a friend, he knew God’s voice, and he walked in obedience to it.11  We see in this passage that 

because of Noah, a man who lived a life that was pleasing to God, future life was preserved 

on Earth.   

 

Often as believers, we get overwhelmed trying to live holy lives that are testimonies of our living 

God; while all around us people seem to be even more determined to live sinful lives.  We must 

know that God has called every believer to be a light and a witness of God’s love and grace; 

and He can move powerfully through the one.  Think of the disciples – after Jesus died and rose from 

the dead, these twelve men went and shared the gospel with everyone around them.  Then they 

went out and told more…  Throughout the Bible, God often shares that He has preserved a small 

group of people who are righteous and who love God more than the world around them.  These are 

often referred to as His remnant.12  God doesn’t need large numbers of people to accomplish 

His work on the earth; He just needs us to love Him with all of our hearts, and purpose to live 

lives of righteousness, like Noah.      

 

God confided in Noah His disappointment and disgust with the corruption of mankind.  He told 

Noah He was going to destroy the earth and all the living creatures, except for Noah and his family; 

they would be spared.  It is interesting to note that the same Hebrew word shachath is used for 

both corruption and destroy.  It means decay, ruin, to utterly destroy; it is used for the corruption  

                                                        
10 Genesis 6:5-7 
11 Genesis 6:9 
12 Genesis 45:7 
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man did to their souls by living apart from God with their evil lifestyles, and the destruction God 

would bring to their physical bodies.   

 

When we allow sin to run freely in our lives, our souls are being destroyed.  Out of God’s love for 

us, He will break in and bring trials to our lives to get us back on the right path.  He does not 

want any of us to perish, so God will bring varying levels of testing in our lives to get our attention, 

so we will turn back to Him.   How gently He does this is dependent on us.  At first it is gentle, but if 

we ignore His discipline, it gets more intense. 

 

In Genesis 6:13-17, God spoke directly to Noah and told him 

He was going to us the earth to destroy all the living 

creatures.  Every person on the earth would be killed, except 

Noah, his wife, their three sons, and their wives.  God told Noah to construct a boat, specifically 

an Ark, which resembled a rectangular box that would be approximately 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, 

and 45 feet high.  It was to have 3 floors with many rooms, and it was to be covered with pitch (tar) 

to make it waterproof.  God gave Noah the exact measurements and specific plans to construct the 

ark.  He was to build this boat because God was bringing a world-wide flood to destroy all flesh.   

 

It might seem logical to us that God told Noah to make a boat to keep his family safe from a flood; 

but Noah had no idea what a flood was, let alone the amount of damage it could do.  Until the 

flood, there had never been rain or storms on the earth.  God would water the ground with a gentle 

mist that rose from the ground.  Just the fact that Noah did all that God asked him to do, even 

though he had no idea what God was talking about is a wonderful example of complete 

obedience.  God desires the same thing from us.  Often the things God asks His followers to do are 

contrary to the things of the world, yet He wants us to walk in complete obedience to Him.   

 

As if the notion of a world-wide flood was not strange enough, God told Noah that he was to bring 

two (male and female) of every kind of bird and animal into the Ark, and keep them alive.  Noah was 

also instructed to bring enough food on board to feed all these creatures and his family for a year.  

I would have had so many questions for God as to how I was to accomplish this and “do I really need 

to bring every species onto the boat.  God surely You don’t really want the snakes and insects, do You?”  

But the Word says that Noah did all that the Lord commanded him to do!13  No questions, no 

demands, he purely obeyed.   

 

Now we need to see that Noah was not a young man.  He was 500 years old when God asked 

him to undertake building the Ark.  It took him 100 years to build the Ark, and in this time his three 

sons were born and got married.  The family dynamics alone are an amazing tale that we are not 

privy to.  But I can just image the kidding the sons endured all their lives, all the while trying to 

defend their father and also trying to understand why they had to be born into this family.   

                                                        
13 Genesis 6:22, Genesis 7:5 
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Noah was called a preacher of righteousness14, so the entire 100 years of building the Ark he 

was calling for the people in his community to repent.  But I am sure all he got was ridicule and 

abuse.  “Why are you building a boat, we do not live near the sea? You say God is going to send rain 

and flood the entire earth.  What is rain?” This had to have been very hard on Noah and his family, 

yet the Word says that Noah prepared the Ark in reverence to God.15 

 

Genesis 6:18-19 "But I will establish My covenant with you; and you shall enter 

the ark--you and your sons and your wife, and your sons' wives with you. 

 

When God commanded Noah to build the Ark, God made a covenant with Noah that he and his 

family would be saved.  This is the first mention of covenant in the Bible.  Covenant is an 

agreement between two people, or between God and a person.    Both sides promise to do something 

for the other, and both are expected to keep them, even if the other does not.  It is the most binding 

of all agreements.  God always keeps his covenants!  Noah promised to build the Ark, gather the 

animals, and keep them alive.  God promised to protect Noah and his family from the wrath that 

was coming to the entire earth.  I am sure Noah had to remind himself many times while building 

the Ark and during the flood that God is faithful, and He is a covenant keeping God!   

 

Please read Genesis 7. 

 

Genesis 7:1 Then the Lord said to Noah, "Enter the ark, you and all your household, 

for you alone I have seen to be righteous before Me in this time. 

 

The time came to enter the Ark.  Noah and his wife, along with their sons Shem, Ham, and Japath 

and their wives came aboard the Ark, which was still sitting on dry land.  God told them they would 

have seven days to complete their preparations before the rain started to fall.  In those seven days 

God brought the living creatures by two’s, and they entered the Ark.  This probably got the attention 

of the people in the community unlike Noah’s words or even the Ark he build for 100 years; but 

most likely after a few days they just saw it as some kind of parade and closed their minds to what 

God was doing.    

 

In the 600th year of Noah’s life, on the 17th day of the 2nd month, 

God closed the door of the Ark and the rain started!16  At the same 

time, all the fountains of the great deep burst open and the 

floodgates of the sky were opened.  When the fountains of the great deep burst open, this  

                                                        
14 2 Peter 2:5 
15 Hebrews 11:7 
16 Genesis 7:11 
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probably referred to volcanic eruptions and earthquakes that caused great cracks in the earth’s 

crust, releasing tremendous amounts of underground water.  Even today there are vast amounts of 

water located underground.   

 

We need to remember from our study on creation, that the sky was very different in Noah’s time 

than what we have now.  From the time of creation until the flood, the earth was covered with 

a canopy of water vapor that was probably 40 feet thick. When the floodgates of the sky opened, 

this canopy ruptured, and a tremendous amount of water fell from the sky.  Add to this all the 

volcanic ash and water vapor from volcanos and geysers, and the earth experienced true rain and 

thunderstorms for the first time.  Rain fell on the earth for 40 days and 40 nights, and the water 

continued to get deeper for 150 days, until even the highest mountains were covered with water.17  

It took another two months until the waters receded enough for the Ark to settle on Mount Ararat.  

Five months after they stopped floating, the water receded enough so that dry land could be found 

on the earth.  Noah and his family were in the Ark for one year and ten days.   

 

We often think of Noah and his family casually floating on the surface of the ocean for 40 days; but 

nothing was further from the truth.  There were huge tsunamis, massive hurricanes, and 

thunderstorms; all causing very rough seas and terrifying winds.  They probably had never 

been on a boat before, and certainly never on rough seas; so I am sure many were overcome with 

sea sickness and fear.  The screams of those who were drowning played over and over in their minds 

and their dreams.  It would have been a very frightening time.  As they were feeling and hearing 

things they had never experienced before, Noah and his family had to stand firm on the promises 

God made to them in His covenant!   

 

Please read Genesis 8:1-9:17.   

 

One year and ten days after Noah and his family got on the ark, God told them it was time to leave 

the ark.  He told them to take all the animals out of ark, and let them breed abundantly so they would 

fill the earth.18  Then Noah and his family were also told to be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 

earth.19  Noah helped all the animals leave the ark, and then his family left.   

 

The first thing Noah and his family did once they left the Ark was to offer up a sacrifice to 

God.  God had given instructions to Noah before the flood to bring extra animals that were 

considered to be clean by God, to be offered for sacrifices later.20  Noah and his family worshiped 

God and thanked Him for bringing them through the flood.  God was well pleased with their  

 

 

                                                        
17 Genesis 7:24 
18 Genesis 8:17 
19 Genesis 9:1,7 
20 Genesis 7:2-3 
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worship.  He promised to never again destroy the earth with water.  He made another covenant 

with man, and gave a rainbow as a sign of his promise.21  Every time you see a rainbow in the sky 

after it rains, it is a promise from God to never again send a world-wide flood.   

 

Life as Noah and his family had known was 

totally changed after the flood.  The water 

canopy that had covered and protected the earth 

was now gone.  It had offered great protection from the harmful UV rays of the sun.  It had also acted 

as a greenhouse, keeping the air humid and evenly warm all over the earth.  After the flood, there 

was no longer a constant warm temperature with high humidity.  There were now huge swings 

in temperature, and huge fluctuations between rain and drought.  Storms were very common.  

With the differences in temperature came tremendous winds they had never encountered before.  

There was most likely an ice age, with ice covering much of the northern continents.  Job, who 

probably lived a few hundred years after the flood, talks about the changing streams in the valleys, 

sometimes full of running water, sometimes dry, and sometimes full of snow and ice.  The animals 

would have to hibernate because the temperatures were so low.  He even commented that the 

expanse of the waters was frozen!22   

 

The appearance and locations of the land masses were totally changed during and after the flood.  

There had been one land mass before the flood, but when the crust broke apart, the land 

started moving away from its original location.   In the genealogy of Shem, Genesis 10:25 tells 

us that in the days of Peleg, the earth was divided.  The Hebrew word used for divided means split! 

You can just image all the earthquakes and volcanoes during these first 300 years after the 

flood when the whole land was being split, tilted, and smashed together. The continents were 

formed along with very high mountains like the Himalayas.  Deep valleys, like the Grand Canyon 

were formed along with very deep ocean trenches.   

 

Most of the fossils on earth were created during the time of the flood. Fossils are formed when 

a large amount of sediment (mud or sand) covers a living organism, burying it alive.  The bones in 

some organisms would turn into stone and become fossilized.  Softer organisms just leave an 

impression in the sediment around them.  Some fossils that clearly show the rapid burial of living 

organisms, are of a fish eating another fish, or a fossilized tree trunk visible horizontal through 

many types of rock (as many different types of sediment flowed through the area where the tree 

was located).   

 

After the flood, many animals died out over the years due to the lack of food and the severe changes 

in the climate on the earth.  Many of the animals that thrived in the tropical climate before the 

flood could not handle the changes, and eventually became extinct.  This was especially true  

                                                        
21 Genesis 9:8-17 
22 Job 6:15-16, Job 37:9-12 
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of the dinosaurs. Dinosaurs were described by Job as living on the earth 100’s of years after the 

flood: the Behemoth23 and the Leviathan24.   

 

Other things changed drastically too.  God said that now a fear of man would be upon every 

living animal on the land, birds, reptiles, and fish; because now they were to be food for 

humans.25  Men were now told it was oaky to eat meat, not just fruits and vegetables.   The lifespan 

of humans became much shorter.  Before the flood man usually lived a little over 900 years, but 

after the flood they lived a little over 100 years.   

 

It is interesting to note that almost all ancient civilizations on earth have stories of a worldwide 

flood, with a boat loaded with one family and all the animals.  The first ship ever made or used to 

go on the ocean was the Ark.  It is interesting that the Chinese word of ship is:  

 

船 Chinese for SHIP: 八 (eight) 口 (mouths) in a 舟 (boat). 

 

Noah was a remarkable man to have been chosen by God.  He had to have had a very strong 

personal relationship with God to be able to stand firm in the Lord where others didn’t.  Just 

like Noah, when we spend time with God, He will give us patience, peace, and promises, so we can 

walk in His power, purity and purpose.   

  

It was obvious that Noah walked in the Lord’s power.  He was able to confidently do all that the 

Lord asked him to do.  What about you?  What is the Lord asking you to do?  Is it to share the gospel 

so others can know the Lord?  Is it to pray for someone in need, so they can know that God is real 

in their lives?  Is it to teach others the Word of God so they can grow in their relationship with God?  

It is important to know the Lord’s will and purposes for our life.  If not, we will just walk around 

in circles.  Noah was able to carry out the Lord’s purposes for his life.  I challenge you all to let go of 

all your anxieties and cares, and walk with God! 

  

                                                        
23 Job 40:15-24 
24 Job 41:1-10 
25 Genesis 9:2-3 
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Digging Deeper into the Riches of God’s Word 

 

 

1. God said He was sorry for creating man in Genesis 6:7, because of the sinfulness of man.  Do 

you see that our sins hurt God? We think when we sin we are not hurting anyone but 

ourselves, but we are also hurting God.   How have your sins hurt God, others, and 

yourself?  Have you repented and apologized for the hurts your sinful choices have 

caused?   

 

 

2. God’s plan for man from the beginning of the earth was for us to be in close fellowship with 

Him.  Yet God, being pure and holy cannot dwell with unrighteous man; even though He 

longs to be with us out of His great love for us.  Our sinfulness keeps us far from the Lord.  

Please read John 3:16-18, and summarize what the entirety of God has done for us to 

bring us closer to Him.   How does this truth make you feel? 

 

 

3. Adam knew God and walked with Him.  Noah was a righteous man who followed after God.  

All mankind came from these two men.  What happened to their offspring and to future 

generations?  Adam lived to see eight generations and Noah ten generations after him.  Do 

you think they got tired of telling their families about God?  Were their children and 

grandchildren not zealous to tell others about God?  Do you see the consequences of not 

raising up our children to know the Lord?  Not just to know of Him, but to know Him 

personally and intimately.  What are you going to do differently in your life as God gives 

you physical and spiritual children?   

 

 

4. God promised to never again flood the earth.  Yet so many people predict the end of this 

earth by a flood, like the polar ice caps melting.  So many disaster movies have the same 

theme of a worldwide flood.  There is going to be a destruction of this earth and a new earth 

given to all believers.  Please read 2 Peter 3:1-13.  Our Present earth is going to be 

destroyed, but not with another flood.  How is the earth going to be destroyed?    The 

enemy wants to move us to be fearful of the destruction of the earth, causing our faith in 

God to waver; but do we as believers have anything to fear?  What would you tell 

someone that was fearful that the world will be covered with water because of the 

actions of man? 
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God created us to have close fellowship with Him, to love Him and be loved by Him.  In fact Jesus 

told us the greatest commandment is to love God with all our heart.1  God loves us and He has great 

plans for our lives; plans to bring us closer to Him and to take care of us – if we but follow His 

leading.  But God has given all mankind a free will; we can choose what we want to do, even if it 

goes against God’s will for our lives.  So often, we think we know what is best, or our flesh just wants 

to be satisfied (although it never will be satisfied with sin); but only God knows what is best for our 

lives.  That is why it is so important to know God and His Word, so we can follow Him on the 

path He has perfectly laid out for our lives.   

 

In this study, we have only gone over nine chapters of the Bible so far, and yet we have seen great 

rebellion against the plans of God!   

 Adam and Eve, in the garden, were deceived by the serpent (satan) and rebelled against the 

commands of God.   

 Their first born son, Cain, disrespected God with an unworthy offering and then out of 

jealousy for God’s pleasure with his younger brother, Cain murdered Abel!   

 Adam and Eve had another son, Seth, and his descendants followed the Lord for quite a 

while, but eventually as they intermarried with Cain’s relatives, mankind became very evil.   

 God was very angry with man and decided to destroy all life upon the earth.  He found one 

man who was righteous – Noah. Because of Noah, mankind was saved through his three 

sons.   

 

You would think after the show of God’s power with the world-wide flood saving the righteous and 

destroying the unrighteous, mankind would have lived in complete obedience towards God; but we 

soon find out that is not the case.  The prophet Jeremiah often talked about the heart of man2 that 

is rebellious, deceived, and stubborn, wanting its own way.  We will see that in this lesson.   

 

Jeremiah 16:12  “You too have done evil, even more than your forefathers; for 
behold, you are each one walking according to the stubbornness of his own evil 
heart, without listening to Me.” 

                                                        
1 Mark 12:28-30 
2 Jeremiah 17:9-10 
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Please read Genesis 9:18-29 

 

Upon leaving the Ark, God instructed Noah and his sons to be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth.  

From Noah’s three sons (Japheth, Shem, and Ham), the whole earth was populated.3  Every 

person on the earth is a descendant of Noah, and one of his sons.  Noah decided to be a farmer, and 

some of his fields were vineyards.  Noah made wine from the grapes, and one day he drank too 

much and passed out naked in his tent.  His youngest son, Ham, went into his father’s tent and saw 

him naked.  The Hebrew word used here for “saw” means to stare intently with desire.  Instead of 

honoring his father by turning his eyes and covering him, Ham went out to tell everybody what he 

had seen.  His two brothers, Shem and Japheth got a covering and walked backwards into their 

father’s tent and covered him.   

 

When Noah awoke, he realized what Ham had done.  He knew the wickedness that was in his heart 

and cursed him; and at the same time he blessed his two other sons.4  This curse extended to his 

lineage through his sons, especially Canaan. The Canaanites were known for their sexually 

immorality.  We will see often in our study that one generation’s compromise will become the next 

generation’s captivity.  Noah said that the sons of Ham would be servants to the sons of Japheth, 

especially the sons of Shem.  Ham’s descendants quickly rebelled against God, causing the 

divide between them and the other descendants of Noah to be very distinct.   

 

John 3: 19-20  "This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and 

men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil. For 

everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that 

his deeds will be exposed.” 

 

Please read Genesis 10-11.  This genealogy lists the three sons of Noah, where they eventually 

settled, and other interesting facts from this time.  Let’s first take a look at the generations of Shem 

and Japheth, the sons of obedience, who were blessed by Noah and by God.   

 

When the Ark finally settled on dry 

land, it rested on Mount Ararat in 

eastern Turkey.  Noah and his family 

left Mt. Ararat and settled in the land just south of there for a while.  Japheth was the oldest son of 

Noah, and he and his descendants eventually moved away from this area and spread out to the west 

along the coastline of the Mediterranean Sea.5  The Sons of Japheth were the forefathers of the 

Europeans and Russians.   

                                                        
3 Genesis 9:19 
4 Genesis 9:25-27 
5 Genesis 10:1-5 

Sons of Obedience 
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The sons of Shem settled in the Middle East, east of Israel; and from them came the Semitic race of 

the Jews and Arabs.6  Even though Japheth was the oldest son, Shem received the greater blessing 

from Noah.  I suspect this is because Noah knew the heart of his sons, and figured it was Shem’s idea 

to respectfully cover him.  Usually it is the oldest son who inherits from the father, but we will see 

all throughout the Old Testament stories of God looking at the heart and leading younger sons to be 

blessed and rise to positions of authority, as Shem was.   Examples of this are Isaac and Ishmael, 

Joseph and his older brothers, and David and his brothers. 

 

Did you notice something different about the genealogies of the three sons?  Only through the sons 

of Shem do we see the ages of their lives, and when their son who would carry on the lineage was 

born.  This is because the lineage of Shem would lead to the Jewish Nation, God’s chosen people; 

and through whom our Savior, Jesus Christ, would come from.  Genealogies are very important to 

the Jewish people.  They paid close attention to who was related to who, and kept very good records.  

The genealogy of Shem was very relevant to them and God, so more information was given for their 

genealogies.   

 

We can see in these listing of years some interesting facts.  Noah lived for 350 years after the 

flood, and was alive through the next ten generations, finally dying at the age of 950, when 

Abraham was 40.  I am sure he continued to be a preacher of righteousness to his descendants.  The 

lifespans of man began to drastically get shorter, especially in the days of Peleg. In the four 

generations after Noah, men lived for over 400 years; but from Peleg on the lifespan of man was 

between 148 and 239 years.  All throughout the years that they did live, they had many sons and 

daughters; and they had their children at much younger ages, usually in their early 30’s.  

Populations could have risen quite rapidly with these factors.  But obviously, something 

happened during the lifespan of Peleg that severely changed the lifespan of man.   

 

Before we get to the specifics of 

that, let’s look at the sons of 

Ham.7  Ham started to have a 

rebellious attitude towards his father and it spread like wildfire throughout his descendants.  

It wasn’t long before mankind was again in full rebellion against God.  God had told Noah and his 

sons to spread out all over the earth, but the descendants of Ham decided to build large cities and 

live together so they would not be spread all over the face of the earth.8 

 

Under the leadership of Nimrod, the grandson of Ham, many great cities and kingdoms were 

built.  It is most likely that in the first four or five generations since the flood, most of the family 

groups probably remained together in these cities that were located near the junction of Europe,  

                                                        
6 Genesis 10:21-32; 11:10-32 
7 Genesis 10:6-20; 11:1-9 
8 Genesis 11:4 

Sons of Disobedience 
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Asia, and Africa.  Nimrod rebelled further against God by rejecting God, and he set up many false 

gods to take His place in the hearts of the people.  Nimrod started the worship of idols, the false 

religion the book of Revelation often refers to as harlot Babylon.9  He caused the people to be 

unfaithful to God, as a harlot is unfaithful to her husband.  The book of Hosea is an interesting study 

about this topic.  In it, God shared His steadfast heart of love and forgiveness to encourage His 

people to come back to Him. 

 

Nimrod was known to be a mighty hunter; not only a hunter of animals, but of men.  He killed all 

who stood in his way of being the first king of the world.  Nimrod was attributed with starting 

the Assyrian, Babylonian, and Egyptian empires.  But he was not satisfied to just be king, he 

wanted to be worshipped as god.  Nimrod, whose name means rebellion, did all he could to come 

against God.  After his father died, he married his mother, Semiramis.  She became a very powerful 

queen in ancient Babylon.  After Nimrod died, she claimed he had ascended to the sun and was 

now to be called baal, the sun god.  She created a new religion with the help of satan, and set 

herself up to be a goddess.  From this, all the false religions and idols of the earth sprang forth.   

 

While Nimrod was still alive, he decided to build 

a very tall tower in Babel, for the sole purpose 

of worshipping the stars.  God created the stars 

to be markers in time and seasons, not for fortune telling!  Nimrod decided to build a tower whose 

top would reach into heaven and that would make Babel famous with all mankind.10  Neither the 

people of Babel, nor us today, have the technology to make a tower go into the heavens, so this 

phrase can be more accurately translated that the top of this building was a place of worship of the 

stars (astrology), and they most likely had charts of the stars on the top floor in the form of the 

zodiac.  It is widely known that the study of the zodiac originated in Babylon.   Astrologers divided 

the sky into sections and gave meanings to each on the basis of the stars that are found there. 

Someone who worships the stars says that a person's destiny is determined by whatever section or 

sign he is born under; not by the loving heart of the all-powerful God. 

 

God could not leave these rebellions unpunished, or it would spread to all mankind again!  The 

entirety of God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) came down to earth to stop the building of the 

Tower of Babel.  They did this by causing everyone to speak in different languages.11  Instantly the 

people who were once so unified in building the tower, now found it impossible to communicate.  

The building project was abandoned and people started to move away from one another.  God was 

now forcing man to migrate and inhabit the whole earth!     

 

 

                                                        
9 Revelation 14:8 
10 Genesis 11:4 
11 Genesis 11:7-8 

Tower of Babel 
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What drove all the people in Babel to pick up and move from their homes?  It seems that just because 

you didn’t speak the same language as someone else, you should still be able to live together.  But 

the truth is, if people cannot communicate with each other, there are many misunderstandings and 

confusion.  Nothing separates people more than these two things.  If we cannot communicate with 

each other, it is impossible to cooperate and get tasks accomplished.  When people can no longer 

understand each other, there is no alternative for them but to separate from each other.   

 

Over and over we see in Genesis 10 and 11 the phrase 

“the earth was divided”.12 When you see God repeat 

words or a phrase in the Bible, it is something 

very important to Him, and He is trying to get our attention.  The dividing up of all the peoples 

into nations that spread out over the world occurred in the time of Peleg.13  Peleg’s name means 

earthquake.  An earthquake is when the earth cracks and divides.  This is exactly what was 

happening physically to the land of the earth in the hundreds of years after the flood.  The 

continents were shifting, splitting, and colliding; causing increasingly greater divides in the 

oceans, deeper river valleys on land, and higher mountains.  We can see today that these land 

features are often the dividing lines between nations.    

 

But there were also earthquakes happening among the people.  Those who spoke the same 

language banded together to move elsewhere.  The strongest groups probably stayed where 

they were in the cities Nimrod built (Assyrians, Babylonians, & Egyptians), forcing the others to 

leave.  They migrated to Africa, Asia, Europe, and eventually to the Americas.  Remember, after the 

flood, the climate of the earth was very different, and there was an ice age spreading across Europe.  

Many of those in the family of Japheth, depending on how far north they went, were forced to adjust 

their lifestyles. They probably lived in caves for warmth and security, subsisting on hunting and 

gathering to survive.  The descendants of Shem retained control of Mesopotamia, while the sons of 

Ham moved into Africa and Asia.   

 

The people who moved away from their homes had a hard time adjusting to travel and their 

new surroundings. They had to start over with fewer people and resources to help them.  The 

earth was going through catastrophic changes in the climate and land, causing the people to change 

their old lifestyles and just exist.   Also, remember that after the flood the earth was subjected to 

greater solar radiation than ever before.   All of these factors would naturally have lowered the 

life span of humans on the earth, which is why we see a significant drop in life expectancies 

with Peleg and afterwards.   

 

Many Bible scholars say that the names listed in the genealogies of Genesis 10 and 11 were the new 

people groups that were formed all over the earth.  Some of the names we can recognize from other 

                                                        
12 Genesis 10:5,18,20,25,32; Genesis 11:8 
13 Genesis 10:25 
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places in the Bible or through archeological records, but many are still a mystery.  But since the 

languages changed drastically at the time of the division of the people, their names would be 

different sounding also, or they changed them in later generations.  We see this also in the name of  

Nimrod and the gods he created.  Many different nations have a history or mythology of them, but 

with different names.  The Assyrians called him Gilgamesh. 

 

All these people groups took the knowledge of God and the flood with them.  In almost every 

culture, there is some form of the story of Noah and his family getting in a boat and surviving 

a world-wide flood.  The now divided people also took with them the worship of God, as well as 

the false worship practiced in Babel.  They worshipped a form of godliness mixed with idolatry.  

We will see this all throughout the Bible as we continue in this study.   

 

We too must guard our hearts against the spirit of rebellion and idolatry that has been 

passed down to us by our ancestors.  Remember we are all descendants of Japheth, Shem, or Ham.  

We as believers have an advantage over the men and women of the Old Testament.  We are very 

fortunate to have the Holy Spirit living inside of us to warn us and help us to stay steadfast 

in our love and devotion to God.  Our flesh will tell us we cannot help but fall into sin and 

temptation, but that is a lie from the enemy!   He is always with us and He will always provide a way 

to escape the temptation14; if we but listen to Him and obey. 

 

There was another son of Ham that we must talk about, because his descendants have been 

a huge thorn the side of Israel from the time of Joshua until the present day.  These are the 

sons of Canaan: the Jebusites, Amorites, Girgashites, Hivites, Arkites, Sinites, Arvadites, Zemarites, 

and Hamathites.   The land of Canaan was brought under a curse by Ham and the subsequent sins 

of later generations.  This brought continued curses on the land.  We will see in the next lesson that 

God called Abraham to the land of Canaan, and He promised to give the land to him and his 

descendants forever.  God called this righteous man to go into the land and reverse the curse; thus 

making it into a blessed land, flowing with milk and honey for God’s chosen people.   

 

Remember Noah’s curse on the lineage of Ham.  He said they would be servants to their brothers, 

Shem and Japheth.15  God repeats this phrase three times in a row to make the point.  The 

descendants of Ham did not serve Shem and Japheth right away, but they did partially during the 

time of Joshua taking the children of God into the Promised Land. But the true fulfilment of this 

curse on Ham and then Canaan is to take place in the hearts of all believers.  Often the Bible 

compares our hearts to land that must be given over completely to the Lord.  Our hearts must be 

taken care of to properly develop fruit in our lives.  We too have idolatrous nations living in our 

hearts.  The meanings of the names of these nations in Canaan have a negative emotion attached to 

them that causes us to not be free to worship God with all of our heart.  For example Amorite means 

                                                        
14 1 Corinthians 10:13 
15 Genesis 9:25-27 
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worthlessness, and Jebusite means hopelessness.  We all have these negative emotions inside of us, 

and we are to make them our slaves.  We are to completely subdue and defeat them so we are not 

enslaved to them.    

 

These nations were full of idolatry and caused Israel to fall away from God many times.  Psalm 

106:35-37 tells us that Israel mingled with the Canaanite nations and learned their idolatrous 

practices.   They served their idols which became a snare to them.  They even sacrificed their sons 

and daughters to demons.  The Canaanites would kill their first born child as an offering to their 

god, to ensure prosperity for them.  This is such an abomination to God.  All life is precious to God 

and especially children to parents.  We must be careful how we walk with the Lord today.  So much 

mixture has crept into the church today, that it is hard to tell what is really pleasing to God.    How 

can we keep our ways pure before the Lord?  By taking the time to know Him by studying His Word 

and spending time with Him asking Him to lead us in His way for our lives.  If we don’t, we will be 

at risk of going back to our old ways.   

 

2 Kings 17:41  So while these nations feared the Lord, they also served their idols; 
their children likewise and their grandchildren, as their fathers did, so they do to 
this day.  

 

All throughout history, the followers of God had a form of godliness mixed with idolatry.  We can 

see that even in our culture today.  No, we do not sacrifice our children to idols, but do we sacrifice 

time with them working extra hours to get ahead in our work place to make more money?  Do we 

park our children unsupervised in front of the TV so we can have a few hours of quite time for 

ourselves?  What about in our churches?  Are we so busy doing programs and things for the people 

of the church that we do not spend purposeful time with God every day?  What ways has idolatry 

crept into your life?  

 

God makes it very clear in His Word that we are not to make images of things as a form of worship 

or adoration – these are idols.  The word image means a representation of any person or thing that 

is an object of worship.  We might say we have no idols in our lives, but do you have any clothing or 

decorations in your belongings with a skull or skeleton?  Do you have any artwork from a land that 

is steeped in idolatry: African designs or carvings, American Indian, Asian, or Indian statues or 

drawings?    

 

There is a fascinating story of a very young king named Josiah.16  He became king at the age of eight, 

and when he was sixteen he began to seek the Lord for himself.  When he was twenty, he went 

throughout the land of his kingdom purging it of all idols, all images that were used to worship false 

                                                        
16 2 Chronicles 34:1-7 



52 
 

Riches of God’s Word  

 

 

gods.  He tore down every high place that was used for idol worship, and he completely destroyed 

all their images.   

 

What idols you have in your surroundings?  Are they on a favorite t-shirt or hat?  Throw them away!  

Do you have any statues, posters, cell phone covers…. that have some image of a false god?  Throw  

them away!  Do you have books, music, or movies that are full of filthy language, demons, and death?  

Delete them and throw them away!  Do you like to look at pornography on your computer, or get 

carried away with wrong thoughts when you see someone of the opposite sex that is attractive?  

Know this is an idol.  Most idols had a perverted sexual image to draw us away from God’s perfect 

plan for marriage.  Ask the Holy Spirit to lead you in this cleansing of your possessions and 

surroundings.  This is not an easy task, but these idols will hold you captive, away from the fullness 

of God!  When we have these images, we are in reality agreeing with the devil and blaspheming God!  

The enemy will take us deeper into his darkness, and then we will find ourselves in oppression and 

despair!  We must be vigilant to continue to ask the Holy Spirit to show us when we are off-course, 

because the world is full of demonic images!  I encourage you to always research the roots of 

everything you see or want to get involved with.   

 

Leviticus 19:28  “You shall not make any cuts in your body for the dead nor make 
any tattoo marks on yourselves: I am the Lord.”  

 

The Word of God warns us of another form of images that today is a very prevalent and widely 

accepted form of expression, even among believers.   The Lord is very clear that marking our 

bodies with a tattoo, and making them living billboards is an abomination to Him!    When 

you see people subjecting themselves freely to great pain over and over again, and when they have 

so many tattoos that they seem addicted to tattoos, it is obvious that a demonic spirit is at work. 

 

If you are feeling the allure to get a tattoo, or to get another one, please ask God to show you His 

heart in the matter, and let Him break this spirit off of you!  Tattoos are living graffiti.  Just as graffiti 

is used to mark the territory of gangs, marking your body shows that you belong to the enemy.  You 

may say, but I want to get a cross tattooed on my body to show everyone I am a Christian.  But if 

you read Leviticus 19:28 again, you do not see that God makes an exception of putting some 

Christian mark on your body!  We are instead told to walk in love towards all man, so that our 

actions will make it obvious we are followers of Christ!17  

 

If you have one or several tattoos, please know that God loves you. Do not allow the enemy to bring 

condemnation to you, but allow the Holy Spirit to bring conviction.  Come to Him in prayer and ask 

Him to forgive your ignorance of His Word concerning tattoos.  God is faithful to forgive us of all our 

sins, if we but humble ourselves before Him and repent.    

                                                        
17 1 John 3:10 
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Digging Deeper into the Riches of God’s Word 

 
1. We saw that when the people of Babel could no longer communicate, people who were once 

good friends now became enemies and moved away from each other.  This is because when 

there is no communication, misunderstanding and confusion follow.  Think of a time you 

were trying to communicate with someone who spoke a different language than you.  What 

emotions were going through your mind in the process of trying to communicate? 

 

 

2. Ham was disobedient to God and disrespectful to his father, so he was cursed; while Noah’s 

other two sons were blessed for their respectful obedience.  All too often in our society we 

evenly reward all, no matter what they do because we must be politically correct.  God is 

very clear that He blesses obedience and curses disobedience.  He longs to bless us because 

He loves us and wants the best for us.  Psalm 5:12 tells us that the Lord blesses the 

righteous man and surrounds him with favor as a shield.   But God must send correction to 

us when we are in rebellion, disobedience, or idolatry; because all sin separates us from 

God.   

 

Have you felt distant from God lately, or have you gone through some trials that you do not 

understand?  These could be God’s way of wooing you back to Him.  What are some ways 

that you have been rebelling against God and His will for our life? 

 

 

3. Deuteronomy 7:1-2 lists seven very strong nations living in the Promised Land that were 

descended from Ham, through his son Canaan.  What did God say He would do to these 

nations, and what were His people to do with them? 

 

When God talks about “land”, it has 2 meanings:  physical land or our hearts.  We already 

saw in our lesson that Amorite means worthlessness, and Jebusite means hopelessness.   The 

meanings of these names have an emotion attached to them that can hold our hearts in 

bondage.  Look up the meanings of the names of the other five nations. 

 

Which enemy nations do you see still active in your heart? 

 

Pray to the Lord your God to clear these nations from your heart, and then instruct 

you in how to utterly destroy their influence and deceptions.   

 

4. Rebellion has been a sin of mankind from the very beginning.  1 Samuel 15:23 equates 

rebellion with witchcraft, because rebellion casts a spell over us, and we end up doing the 

very thing we know we shouldn’t do.   When have you seen this evident in your life?   



54 
 

6 
Incredible Faith - Abraham 

 
 

The name of Abraham is known and honored by many people.  Children learn of Abraham by 

singing songs about Father Abraham and his many sons in Vacation Bible School.  The Bible 

mentions his name 249 times, the Jews proudly proclaim that they are descendants of Abraham, 

Islamists revere him as a righteous leader, and God called him His friend.   To have this many 

different people saying such great things about him, you would think that he was a perfect man, like 

Jesus – but he was NOT!  He made many mistakes in his life, but he was faithful to God and his 

faith made him a righteous man in the eyes of God and man.   It is encouraging that there are so 

many stories of imperfect people in the Bible, who loved God and whom God loved.  All humans sin, 

no matter how much we want to live perfectly holy lives.  Let’s take the lessons of these men and 

women in the Word of God and learn what made their relationship with God so special. 

 

James 2:23  “and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, ‘and Abraham believed 

God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness,’ and he was called the friend of 

God.” 

 

Please read Genesis 11:27- Genesis 13.    

 

In the beginning of the story of Abraham and his wife Sarah, you will see that their names will be 

spelled differently for a while.  This is because as they got closer to God, He changed their names of 

Abram and Sarai to Abraham and Sarah. 

 

Three hundred years after the flood, Abram’s father, Terah, who lived in Ur of the Chaldeans 

(southern Iran, near modern day Kuwait), decided to move to Canaan.1  He took Abram, Sarai, and 

Lot (Terah’s grandson) with him.  They got as far as Haran and settled there.  The Bible does not tell 

us why Terah wanted to move to Canaan, but since God will later lead Abram to Canaan, I feel that 

God most likely asked Terah to move there.  He obeyed and moved his family.  But half-way on the 

journey, he decided to stay in Haran.  It looked good to him.  His obedience turned to disobedience.  

Do not be deceived, partial obedience is disobedience! 

 

                                                        
1 Genesis 11:31 



55 
 

Incredible Faith 

 

 

Has God asked you to do something and you started to walk in obedience to what he asked, and 

then you stopped?  Either we reason in our mind that what we have done is enough, we get 

complacent in where we are, or it just gets too hard to move any further.  When we stop partway 

on the specific journey God has asked us to walk, we stop God’s will for our lives and we stop the 

flow of His blessings.  God’s overall purposes were not stopped, but who they would flow through 

changed.  When we do not cooperate with God’s plans, He will find someone else.   

 

In this story that someone else was Terah’s son, Abram.  The Bible 

tell us that God spoke directly to Abram, and told him to leave his 

father’s house and move to a land God would show him.2  Abram 

was 75 when God told him to go forth from Haran, and from his relatives and his father.  It is not 

that Abraham’s father died and then he decided to move on. No, Abram’s father was 145 and he 

lived another 60 years.  God asked Abram to get up and move from where he was living and go to a 

land God would show him.   

 

I think it is interesting the God did not give Abram the location, He just said go.  As we saw from the 

last lesson, the sons of Canaan were known for their idolatry and blatant disregard of God.  That 

might have been why Terah stopped in Haran instead of going to Canaan as he originally said he 

would.  It is also possible that God wanted Abram to leave his father so he would not be a bad 

influence on him, because Abram was going to have to walk in holiness and incredible faith. 

 

God made some wonderful promises to Abram at the same time He told him to go forth.   

 He promised to make Abram a great nation 

 He promised to bless Abram and make his name great 

 He promised to make Abram a blessing to others 

 He promised to bless those who were nice to Abram and to curse those who were not 

 He promised to bless all the families of the earth through Abram3 

 

As soon as God spoke to Abram, he immediately made arrangements to leave.  He took his 

wife Sarai, his nephew Lot and all their servants and possessions and headed south.  Abram did not 

stop and discuss this with God or with the others; he simply obeyed the voice of God.  In order for 

us to obey God this way, two things are involved.  We must spend quality time with God talking 

to Him and listening, so we can recognize His voice when He is speaking to us.  Then we have 

to trust God completely, and do exactly what He says to do when He says to do it.  We all say we 

know God’s ways are best, but very few of us trust God completely to do whatever He says 

immediately.   

 

                                                        
2 Genesis 12:1 
3 Genesis 12:2-3 
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Abram and his group traveled around 400 miles and stopped for a little while in the land of Canaan, 

near the city of Shechem, in the oaks of Moreh.  This was a flat forested area where they could rest 

their animals, and seek some shelter away from the people of the land who were in the city of 

Shechem.  The Lord appeared to Abram and spoke another great promise to him.  He promised to 

give the land of Canaan to Abram’s descendants.4 

 

Abram built an altar there to the Lord and worshiped Him.  His priority was to worship God, 

not to set up his next home.  They traveled on for 20 more miles and stopped in the countryside 

between the cities of Bethel and Ai.  Abram also built an altar to the Lord at that location to worship 

Him.  The Bible said he called upon the name of the Lord there.  I believe that phrase means he 

prayed to God, declaring his loyalty and faith in Almighty God and His perfect plans; asking Him 

where they should go next.   

 

Their next stop was further south, about 60 miles into the 

desert region of the Negev.  Abraham did not have first-

hand experience with deserts because he had always 

lived next to the great Euphrates River, in Ur and Haran.  He found out that there was a famine in 

the Negev, and most people were heading down to Egypt for help.  Instead of stopping and asking 

God if he should go to Egypt also, he just followed the crowd.  He was trusting in man and not God 

for His direction and provision.  I am sure he had heard that Egypt had a great river, the Nile, so 

Abram was comfortable with the provision it could bring them.   

 

While in Egypt, Abram made more bad decisions, also motivated by fear and lack of trust in 

God. He did not know what the men of Egypt were like, but he did know what they were like where 

he had come from.  He was afraid if the men of Egypt saw Sarai, his beautiful wife, they would kill 

him and take her for themselves.  He told her to say she is his sister.5  Pharaoh himself decided to 

take Sarai, and gave Abram many slaves and animals, making him a very wealthy man.6  Then the 

Lord struck the house of Pharaoh with many plagues because of Sarai.  Somehow Pharaoh found 

out the truth about Sarai, and confronted Abram.  He ordered him to leave Egypt, with Sarai and all 

that he had given him; and they headed back to the Negev.    

 

Abram chose the wrong path for his family, and then continued to make bad choices that affected 

not only Abram, but especially his wife.  He was faced with the awful decisions he had made and 

was wracked with guilt that he had not protected the woman he loved.  And then to see the man 

who had made him rich be struck with horrible diseases because of his decision.  Have you ever 

made a really bad decision, out of God’s will, and then many people suffered the 

consequences? 

                                                        
4 Genesis 12:7 
5 Genesis 12:11-13 
6 Genesis 13:2 

Wrong Turn 
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Did you notice that once Abram got to the land of Canaan he keep going?  Do you think he was afraid 

to stop too soon, or that he wanted even better land?  God had appeared to him at Shechem and at 

Bethel, but not in the Negev and Egypt.  When you see that God is not with you as He had been 

before, check to see if He has stopped and you have kept walking.  God once told me, “Walk 

with Me, holding My hand.  That way you will not get ahead of Me or lag behind.”  If I am sensitive to 

His hand in mine (recognizing that He is with me), I will stay on the right path.   

 

Psalm 25:2-5 “O my God, in You I trust, do not let me be ashamed; do not let my 

enemies exult over me.  Indeed, none of those who wait for You will be ashamed…  

Make me know Your ways, O Lord; teach me Your paths.  Lead me in Your truth and 

teach me, for You are the God of my salvation; for You I wait all the day.” 

 

 

Abram, Sarai, and Lot went back to the Negev and 

then back to Bethel where Abram remembered 

God appeared to him.7  God did not scold him and 

say “where have you been?”  Instead He was waiting there for Abram to return.    We must see that 

God is very loving and patient, He is not like us at all.  We so often view God through our eyes and 

our weaknesses, and do not really understand God and His character.  Abram repented and 

returned to the Lord.   

 

Now that they were where they were supposed to be, the Lord sent another trial to Abram to see if 

he would trust God or if he would panic and make another poor choice.  Abram and Lot had 

accumulated a large amount of livestock, and Lot came to Abram complaining that there was not 

enough pasture land and water for all their herds.  He suggested it was time to part ways before 

tensions got too high between the two groups.   Abram told Lot the Lord has given them all the land 

of Canaan.  He let Lot choose where he wanted to go, and he would go the opposite direction.  Lot 

looked to the east and chose the lush Jordan River Valley that had prosperous cities nearby. He set 

up his tents near Sodom, and then he eventually moved inside the city walls.  He moved his family 

away from Abram and away from the protection God had provided for them.   

 

God has established people to be over us to provide headship and protection: pastors over 

their congregations, husbands over wives, and parents over children.  When we step out from under 

their headship, we open ourselves up for attack from our enemies (our flesh, the world, and satan).  

Lot took himself out from under the covering of Abram and the Lord, to seek his own way.  He got 

into several messes by moving to the city of Sodom.8   

 

                                                        
7 Genesis 13:3-4 
8 Genesis 14:1-12; Genesis 19 
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As Lot moved to the east, Abram turned to the western part of Canaan.  The Lord spoke more 

promises to Abram and told him to look out over all the land to the north, west, south, and even 

east. 

 

 He promised to give Abram and his descendants all the land of Canaan as a permanent 

possession.  

 He promised to make Abram’s descendants so numerous that they would not be able to be 

numbered.9 

 

 

10 

 

When God said He would give Abram and his descendants all the land of Canaan forever, He 

meant forever.  It is not to be given to anyone else.  The land of Canaan today is Israel.  When the 

world keeps insisting that Israel give away their land to the Palestinians, they are in direct 

disobedience to God.  God will not bless the people of Israel if they give away any of the Promised 

Land! 

 

Finally, Abram settled where God had sent him in the first place.  He had originally left this place 

out of fear of a famine, or the land didn’t look good to him.  But now, he was trusting God to lead 

him in all things.  He saw that he made a huge mess of his life and especially Sarai’s life, so now he 

would trust God to bless him.  He let Lot take the land that looked better (lush land with many large  

 

                                                        
9 Genesis 13:15-16 
10 BibleJourney.org 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj2ivfOs-fOAhUPHGMKHZ1LA8oQjRwIBw&url=http://www.thebiblejourney.org/biblejourney2/23-the-journeys-of-adam-enoch-noah-abraham/abrams-journey-to-canaan/&psig=AFQjCNGmBKCER2Sp1tYnm6WKBOmHAEJAlQ&ust=1472586310167709
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cities), but Abram knew it was better to live in tents than to live in cities that had no foundation in 

God. 

 

Hebrews 11:10  “for he (Abraham) was looking for the city which has foundations, 

whose architect and builder is God.” 

 

We have seen many accounts when God spoke to Abram: sometimes Abram heard His voice, other 

times God appeared and spoke to Abram, or He came and spoke to Abram in a vision.  God has 

many ways of speaking with us as His beloved friends.  He is not limited in how He 

communicates; but we limit what we hear at times because sometimes His mode of communication 

does not line up with what we have been taught or imagined in our minds.  Sometimes we think we 

are not worthy to have God speak to us, let alone appear to us.  Or we want God to appear before 

our eyes so badly, we ignore the lovely voice of God whispering in our ear.  We must understand 

that God loves us as a friend, and He wants to speak with us.  Are we positioning ourselves and 

our minds to hear clearly from Him?  

 

The Lord appeared to Abram in a vision.  He knew Abram was wresting with the many promises He 

had given him.  He had promised to make Abram a great nation, with descendants so numerous 

they could not be counted.  They were to live in the land of Canaan; a land that would be theirs 

forever.   Abram’s name would be great and he would be a blessing to all the families of the earth.   

As we look back over history, we can see the fulfilment of these promises.  Abram became the 

founding father of the Jewish race, a very special people of God’s own possession.  Through 

them and then Gentile believers, his descendants are too numerous to count.   

 

We will see in future lessons that the descendants of Abram did come into the Promised Land to 

possess it, even though they had many struggles with the Canaanite nations living there.   They lost 

the land in 70AD when Rome completely destroyed Jerusalem, but in 1948 Israel became a nation 

once more, and they will inhabit it until the Lord returns.  The most exciting promise is that through 

Abram God would bless all the families of the earth; because from his lineage, Jesus Christ was 

born!   

 

Please read Genesis 15. 

 

Many of these promises Abram could not figure out 

how they could ever come to pass, especially the 

promise of a huge number of descendants.  You 

see, Sarai and Abram had NO children at all, and they were past the normal age to have 

children.  Abram tried to figure out what God could have meant by these promises – maybe it would 

be fulfilled through a relative, and not personally through him?  Has God ever spoken something to  

Doubt to Belief 



60 
 

Riches of God’s Word 

 

 

you that you could not figure out? What did you do?  Did you try to make it work in your power, or 

did you call upon God to help you?  Let’s see what God does with Abram.   

 

The Lord answered Abram and said, “Your heir will come from your body”.  Then God took him 

outside and had him look up at the night sky, full of so many stars they could not be counted.  God 

told Abram to count the stars, saying “That is how many descendants you will have”.11  Something 

incredible happened to Abram – all fear and doubt left him and he believed! With this one 

heartfelt declaration, God declared him a righteous man!   

 

Then God told Abram it was his plan all along to bring Abram into the land of Canaan, so he and his 

descendants could inherit it.  God then made a covenant with Abram.  Remember God made a 

covenant with Noah, to assure him of the things He was going to do, and to promise him that he and 

his family would be okay.  God did the same thing with Abram.  He gave him a peak into the future 

of his ancestors; telling Abram that his descendants will be enslaved in a foreign land for 400 years, 

but then they would come back to fully possess this land.  God told Abram that he would not be a 

part of this, but he would enjoy a good life in this land, and be buried in peace.  God then repeated 

His promises to Abram.   

 
 He promised to give Abram’s descendants all the land from the river of Egypt to the 

Euphrates River, and that all the inhabitants of Canaan will be yours.12 

 

Do you remember the curse Noah gave to the sons of Ham, especially Canaan?  They would be 

the servants of Shem and Japheth.  Abram is a descendant of Shem, and God has given him the land 

of Canaan; and all the Canaanites would be under subjection to Abram and his descendants.   

 

After Abram and Sarai had lived 10 years in the land of Canaan, they still had not had a child.  This 

time we see Sarai tried to figure out how to make God’s promises come to pass.  As much as we 

know this is a bad idea, how often do we do this ourselves?  Well Sarai convinced Abram to have a 

baby with her maid; since in their culture, any child from a servant would be Abram’s heir.  Abram 

agreed and soon afterwards Hagar was pregnant.   

 

The relationship between Sarai and Hagar became very volatile.  Sarai made things so difficult for 

Hagar that she ran away from the camp, even though she was with child.  But God is His mercy sent 

an angel to her, and told her to return to the camp and submit to Sarai.   Before she headed back to 

the camp, the angel told her she would have a son and his name was to be Ishmael, and God would 

greatly multiply his descendants.  But he warned her he would be a wild and uncontrolled child, 

and he would have great trouble getting along with other people.13  She returned to the camp and  

 

                                                        
11 Genesis 15:5 
12 Genesis 15:18-21 
13 Genesis 16:11-12 
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had her son, just as the Lord said she would.  For the next 13 years Abram was content with his son, 

Ishmael, thinking this was the son promised from God.   

 

That was until God showed up one day in the camp.  He spoke to 

Abram, “I am God Almighty, walk before Me and be blameless.”  

Abram immediately fell on his face.  God kept on talking to Abram, 

telling him that the time had come to establish His covenant with Abram and his 

descendants.14  The word establish means to bring forth.  God had made many wonderful promises 

to Abram and now was the time they would begin to come to pass.  Right away God told him the 

covenant would not be through Ishmael, but through a child Abram and Sarai would have in the 

next year.  His name would be Isaac, and through him God would establish an everlasting covenant 

with his descendants; not Ishmael’s.   

 

Covenant is very important to God.  It is mentioned 316 times in the Bible, from Genesis to 

Revelation.  God used the word covenant 14 times when talking with Abram.  A covenant is an 

alliance of friendship between individuals to bring them closer.  They were accompanied by 

signs, sacrifices, and a solemn oath that sealed the relationship with promises of blessing for 

keeping the covenant and curses for breaking it.  Each person promised to uphold their part of the 

agreement, even if the other did not.   

 

God asked Abram to walk blamelessly before Almighty God.  The Hebrew meaning of the phrase 

walk before, is to see each other’s face as you walk together.  God wanted Abram and his 

descendants to walk with Him as a friend.  Abram and his descendants were also to be blameless 

before God and man.  The word blameless means full of integrity and truth, living an undefiled 

life.  God was tired of mankind living however they wanted, in gross immorality and disregard for 

who He is.  So God set his affection on Abram15, and chose him to be the father of a special 

race of people who would love Him and live holy lives, very different than the rest of the 

world.  They were to be lights in the midst of darkness.  He set apart a special land, the Promised 

Land, to be an everlasting possession for His special people.   

 

1 Peter 2:9  “But you are a chosen race, A royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 

for God's own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has 

called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;” 

 

We have seen the many promises that God made to Abram and his descendants in this lesson.  God 

repeated them in Genesis 17, and added twice that He would be their God!  Jesus Christ came to 

establish a New Covenant through His blood, which He poured out for the forgiveness of our  

                                                        
14 Genesis 17:1-3 
15 Deuteronomy 10:15 
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sins.16  When we enter into a covenant with the Lord, we will never be alone! Almighty God will be 

our God, and He will always be with us. 

 

When a covenant is made, a sign is given as a reminder of the promise.  God provided the sign with 

Noah in the form of a rainbow in the sky every time it rained.  This time God tells Abraham that 

he and his descendants must provide the sign of this covenant; all males were to be 

circumcised.17  This sign was to be a constant reminder of the promises of God, and their promise 

to walk blameless before God.  When God was finished talking, Abraham took his thirteen year old 

son, Ishmael, and all the men who were with him, and every male was circumcised, just as God had 

instructed.18     

 

Often another part of a covenant is a change in someone’s name.  God changed Abram’s name 

to Abraham because now He had made him the father of a multitude of nations.19  He then changed 

Sarai’s name to Sarah, because He was going to bless her with a son; and with him, she would be a 

mother of nations.20  God’s Hebrew name is Yahweh, and He took the ah from His name and added 

it to both Abraham and Sarah, to remind them that God had called them to be different from who 

they were before.  Their identity was now intricately linked with His!   

 

There are three major covenants in the Bible: the covenant with Abraham, the covenant with 

Moses, and the New Covenant.  The Abrahamic Covenant was unconditional, with eternal 

promises.  Even if the people did not keep up their part of the agreement, God still would.  In later 

lessons we will look at the Mosaic Covenant which involves the Ten Commandments, and the 

Tabernacle and sacrificial system.  It was a conditional covenant, meaning that if the people obeyed 

God and His commandments, He would bless them.  But if they did not, they would be cursed.  The 

New Covenant came to us through the blood of Jesus Christ that He shed on the cross for all our 

sins, so we could be brought close to Him for eternity!   Jesus’ blood released us from the Law given 

to Moses, because He fulfilled the Law.21   God offers total forgiveness for all who would accept His 

Son Jesus Christ as their Savior.  Mankind kept breaking the covenant God made with Moses, so God 

gave us a new covenant in His Son Jesus Christ.  With the New Covenant of Jesus, we are given a 

new heart and the Holy Spirit to guide us.  Several Old Testament prophets wrote of the New 

Covenant, and the new heart that we would have for God.22 

 

The New Testament word for covenant means testament.  That is why the Bible is divided into the 

Old Testament (old Mosaic covenant) and the New Testament (the new covenant of Jesus).   It is  

                                                        
16 Matthew 26:28 
17 Genesis 17:11 
18 Genesis 17:22-27 
19 Genesis 17:5 
20 Genesis 17:15-16 
21 Matthew 5:17 
22 Jeremiah 31:31-34, Ezekiel 36:24-28 
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important to study both the Old and New Testaments to truly understand the heart of God for 

mankind.   

 

Please read Genesis 18.  

One day, Abraham was relaxing in the shade of his tent, 

possibly taking a nap; when some visitors interrupted 

his rest.  He lifted up his eyes and saw the Lord and two 

men standing in front of him!    Whenever we see when the Lord appears to someone in bodily 

form in the Old Testament, it is Jesus Christ.  It was obvious that this was not the first time Jesus 

appeared to Abraham, by his reactions to who was before him.  He ran to meet Jesus, and bowed 

before Him. What an amazing testimony of the close friendship Jesus and Abraham had.23  Not only 

did Abraham know the voice of God, he knew the face of Jesus!  The two men with Jesus were 

angels, who were later dispatched to go to Sodom and rescue Lot and his family from the coming 

destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah.24   

 

Abraham asked them to stay for a meal.  As he had his wife and servants prepare a feast for his 

guests, he washed their feet and had them rest in the shade.  After they ate, Jesus asked Abraham 

where his wife was.  He said she was close by, in the tent.  Then Jesus said that He would return in 

one year and at that time, Sarah would have given birth to a son.  Sarah was listening to what was 

being talked about between her husband and the Lord, and was stunned by the words He spoke.  In 

all the raging emotions this proclamation brought, she laughed.  Jesus knew she laughed, and asked 

Abraham why she laughed and said sarcastically “shall I indeed bear a child when I am so old!”  Sarah 

became afraid and came out of the tent, denying she laughed.   

 

At separate times, both Abraham and Sarah laughed when they were told they would have a child 

in their old age.  Remember, Abraham was 100 and Sarah was 90, both well past the age of child-

bearing.  Why was Sarah rebuked and not Abraham?  I think it was because Abraham trusted 

what God said was the truth and was laughing in amazement of how in the world God was going to 

do this!  While Sarah laughed out of unbelief.  She did not believe it was possible for her to have a 

child at 90, so she was mocking what God said in her laugh.  God knew what was in her heart, and 

said to her and Abraham, “Is anything too difficult for Me?”   But out of His love for Abraham and 

Sarah and out of His grace, He repeated His promise that they would have a baby son in one year.   

 

Just as the Lord spoke, so it happened, and they named their son Isaac.  When her son was 

born, Sarah was able to turn her unbelief and scorn for God into true joyous laughing.  She went all 

around telling everyone with a huge smile on her face that God was truly amazing!  Truly, nothing 

is impossible for God! 

 

                                                        
23 2 Chronicles 20:7 
24 Genesis 19:1 
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Genesis 21: 6-7  “Sarah said, ‘God has made laughter for me; everyone who hears 

will laugh with me’.  And she said, ‘Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah 

would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.’” 

 

We must know God’s voice and listen for the instructions He has for us on the unique path He has 

asked us to walk.   Please know, we each have a unique path to walk, and even though our paths 

intersect, our path will be different than the ones our friends are on.  God does this so we will rely 

upon Him, and desire to really know His voice.    Are we willing to trust God for every step?  Psalm 

25:4-15 is a great passage to read when we are struggling with the path we should take in our lives.   
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Digging Deeper into the Riches of God’s Word 

 
 

1. God promised Abraham many wonderful things, most of which were promises for his 

descendants. Yet Abraham believed in what God was saying and he was considered to be a 

righteous men.  Has God given you promises that you have been waiting for a long time to 

see come to pass?  Write down an instance when you kept your eyes upon Him and His 

promises, and were blessed.   

 

All too often we take things into our own hands and try to make things happen.  Think of 

an instance when you tried to make your own way.  What happened? 

 

2. Even though waiting is hard, there are wonderful advantages in waiting for God to work 

His plans out, in His way and in His timing.  First of all, His ways of working things out are 

so much better than anything we could ever come up with.   He loves to awe us with His 

unusual ways.  Also waiting produces great maturity in our lives.  Please write out James 

1:2-5.  These are great verses to memorize when you are in your time of waiting. 

 

3. Even though we know Abraham was a righteous man in the eyes of man and God, he still 

made some poor choices, out of God’s will.  As believers, we do the same thing.  We are 

declared righteous by the blood of Jesus Christ, which has washed us clean and brought us 

close to God.  But when we make poor choices, and leave the will of God, all too often we 

fall away from God and into condemnation.  We need to see the relationship Abraham had 

with the Lord and follow his lead.  He drew closer to the Lord, and they became friends.  We 

must allow the Holy Spirit to convict us of our sins and to lead us to repentance.  There is a 

huge difference between condemnation (which is from the enemy) and conviction (which 

is from the Holy Spirit).  Condemnation takes us away from God and conviction with 

repentance brings us closer to God and His grace and forgiveness.   

 

Please take some time asking the Holy Spirit to reveal any areas of condemnation you 

are experiencing in your life, and ask the Lord to remove them.  Turn these areas of 

poor choices into conviction; and then ask the Holy Spirit to forgive you, cleanse you, and 

help you walk in a manner that is pleasing to the Lord.   

 

4. Please read the stories of Lot who lived in the midst of Idolatry in Genesis 13:8-13, Genesis 

18:16-33, and Genesis 19.  Describe the idolatry that was around him.  How did he 

compromise with idolatry, and how did he overcome it?  When in your life did you 

compromise with the idolatry in the land around you? 
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In this world there will be tribulation…1  This is an assurance that Jesus gives to His believers so we 

would not be surprised by the testings that come our way on a regular basis.  Often we as believers 

are surprised how difficult life can be at times, when we follow Jesus.  Before we met Jesus, we did 

not seem to have nearly the amount of troubles we  have now.  But if we are honest with ourselves, 

we see that we can have joy and peace in the midst of our sufferings, knowing that God loves us and 

is with us.  We will see in this lesson that through our trials and tribulations, God will do a great 

work in our hearts, if we but let Him.   

 

Acts 14:22 (Paul and Barnabas went from church to church) “strengthening the 

souls of the disciples (believers), encouraging them to continue in the faith, and 

saying, ‘Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.’" 

 

Paul tells us that the way (the path) that believers travel to enter into the kingdom of heaven is 

through tribulation, which means: pressure, affliction, trouble.  We are tried and tested in our 

faith all along the journey to being approved by God when we enter into His divine presence at the 

end of this age.  This is a very good thing, because we will all appear before God’s throne and give 

an account of our lives.2  The more trials we victoriously go through, the more mature we 

become in our faith and love of Almighty God!    

 

James 1:2-4  “Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials,  

knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.  And let endurance have 

its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. “  

 

James tells us that we should have the attitude of rejoicing when we go through times of testing and 

trial, but that is so hard to do.  Our flesh and our emotions are screaming for the trial to stop; 

while our spirit is smiling, knowing that great things will be produced in our lives.  James  

                                                        
1 John 16:33 
2 Revelation 22:12 
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goes on to tell us that if we need help in the trial, God will give us the wisdom we need to walk it out 

victoriously.  He does not want us to be blown around like a leaf in the wind, but to be firmly secure 

in the purposes of the trial and God’s great love and plan for each of our lives.  God promises to 

greatly bless those who persevere under their current trials.3    

 

As we read scripture after scripture about rejoicing in out trials, we see the value of trusting God 

in all things; but it is hard to walk this life out.  A man came to Jesus to ask Him to cast out a 

demonic spirt from his son.  Jesus told him that “all things are possible for those who believe”.  The 

man told Jesus, “I do believe, help my unbelief”.4  Jesus was very pleased with the honesty of this man.  

He would rather have us go to Him and ask Him to strengthen our weak faith, than pretend 

it is strong when it is not.   

 

Even Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness, where He was tempted by the devil.   Did 

He need to go through this testing to become stronger in His faith?  No, but He went through it to 

show us a pattern on how to stand strong in the face of trials and temptations.  The account 

of this testing in the wilderness was recorded in three of the four gospels, Luke 4:1-13, Matthew 

4:1-11, Mark 1:12-13.  Remember when God repeats Himself, He is trying to show us something 

very important.  Jesus did not entertain the enemy by talking to him (He did not reason with him or 

try to convince him of anything); but He simply spoke truths from the Word of God.  This shuts 

the mouth of the devil every time.   

 

1 Peter 1:6-7  “In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if 

necessary, you have been distressed by various trials,  so that the proof of your faith, 

being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may 

be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;” 

 

Please read Genesis 22.  

  

All throughout Abraham’s life, God tested him to keep his faith 

strong and growing.  But his greatest test came when Isaac was in 

his twenties, when God chose to test Abraham’s reverence to Him.  

He spoke to Abraham and told him to take his only son Isaac, whom he loved; and go to the 

land of Moriah, and offer him as a burnt offering.  This was a foreshadowing of God offering His 

only Son as a sacrifice for the sins of all mankind on the very same mountain.   

 

Abraham did not question God.  He rose early the next day and took Isaac, and they traveled three 

days to the place God had told him to go.  He gave God immediate obedience, even to an  

                                                        
3 James 1:5-12 
4 Mark 9:23-24 



68 
 

Riches of God’s Word 

 
 

unreasonable request, because He trusted God.  These were probably difficult days of wrestling 

between his love for his son, God’s promises, and his obedience to God; especially with Isaac asking 

questions along the way, “We have the wood and the fire, where is the lamb?”  Abraham answered 

Isaac with, “The Lord will provide for Himself the lamb!” 

 

They climbed the mountain, built a stone altar, and placed the wood on it.  Then Abraham took Isaac 

and bound him and tied him on the wood.  As he raised his knife over Isaac, the Lord Jesus (in the 

form of an angel) appeared to Him and said, “Do not stretch out your hand against the lad, and do 

nothing to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, 

from Me." 5  Abraham opened his eyes and saw a ram entangled nearby in a dense group of bushes.  

He went and got the ram and offered it in place of his son.  You know that was an exceedingly joyous 

time.  God even joined in the time of celebration by speaking to Abraham again.  He praised him 

for his obedience by not even withhold his beloved son from God!6   

 

What things do we value above God?  When God asks us to do things that are hard, do we trust God 

like Abraham, knowing that God knows best and He will provide all we need?  If we will take 

Abraham’s example and live it out, our faith will be perfected! 

 

James 2:21-22  “Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered 

up Isaac his son on the altar?  You see that faith was working with his works, and 

as a result of the works, faith was perfected;” 

 

Three words were used for the first time in this passage of Genesis 22: love, obedience, and 

worship.   It is often valuable to study the first mention of words used in the Bible.  In verse 2, God 

acknowledged that Abraham loved his son Isaac.  In verse 5, Abraham said he and Isaac were going 

to offer up an offering on the mountain to worship God.  In verse 18 God told Abraham He would 

greatly bless him because he had obeyed His voice.  These three words are closely tied together.  

 

The name Moriah comes from two Hebrew words meaning seen of Almighty God.  When we are 

obedient to do what the Lord asks of us, and take the time in our busy lives to get away and 

worship the Lord out of a heart of love, He will be faithful to reveal Himself to us, just as He 

did to Abraham and Isaac.  We will know that He is in our midst and He will talk to us.  But this 

takes getting away from the crowd and journeying up the mountain to seek the Lord. Just as 

Abraham and Isaac journeyed up the mountain empty handed, the Lord provided all they needed 

once they were there.  Abraham renamed Mt. Moriah -Yahweh Jireh, the Lord will provide.  We must 

understand, God is the provider for ALL we need; and we must place our petitions on the altar and 

trust Him to provide. 

                                                        
5 Genesis 22:12 
6 Genesis 22:15-18 



69 
 

     Tried, Tested, and Approved 

 

 

Are you trusting God in every situation in your life?  Faith is trusting God to be God; and faith 

pleases God.7    

 

We have all heard the story of how Abraham’s faith was tested on Mt. Moriah; 

but Isaac’s faith was also tested.  First he had to trust his father Abraham, 

who told him, “God will provide.”  That was a very difficult thing to do when 

he was all alone in the wilderness, tied up, with a knife poised over his head.  But as this test 

transpired, Isaac saw the Lord Jesus and heard His comforting words to put down the knife.  He saw 

the ram stuck in the bush, when he knew it had not been there before.  He truly was able to worship 

God with his father that day, as never before.  If God had not been real to Isaac before, I am sure this 

was the turning point in his relationship with God. 

 

Once Isaac came to the full realization of who God was, do you expect his life from then on to be 

perfect?  Do you think he always made the right choices, and did not need to be tested?  NO, and 

neither are we.  Yes, when we have a divine encounter with Almighty God, we are radically changed; 

but God is always at work in our lives to bring us to full maturity in Him.   

 

1 Peter 5:10   “After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who 

called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen 

and establish you.” 

 

Please read Genesis 24-25. 

 

The next test for Isaac recorded in the Bible was when his father sent his most trusted (old) 

servant to go back to the land where the relatives of Abraham’s brother still lived, to bring 

back a wife for him – sight unseen.   Even the servant was not sure if he could convince a young 

woman to leave her family and friends, and come back with him to marry a man she had never seen.  

But the servant went, and the Lord led him to the bride He had picked out for Isaac, Rebekah.  Her 

family was dazzled by the wealth lavished on Rebekah, and they wanted her to stay for a while with 

them before she went with this man.  But the servant was in a hurry to return and Rebekah agreed 

to go right away.   

 

When Rebekah saw Isaac, she took her veil and covered her head, as a sign of coming under his 

headship.  Isaac ran to Rebekah and instantly fell in love with her.8  Again he saw that when you 

wait upon the Lord, trusting God’s plans for your life, He will never disappoint you!  His ways 

are not our ways, they are so much better!  Isaac and Rebekah were married when he was 40, but  

 

                                                        
7 Hebrews 11:6 
8 Genesis 24:63-67 
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they were not able to conceive for 20 years.  I am sure when Rebekah lamented over being barren, 

Isaac shared with her the promises of God for their descendants, and also shared the mistakes his 

parents made in trying to make this happen without God!  They did not go the way of his parents, 

but they waited on God.  Isaac prayed for his wife and God answered9, not just with one child, but 

with twin sons!     

 

While Rebekah was pregnant, she asked the Lord why it seemed like there was a war inside her 

growing womb.  He answered her and told her she was carrying two sons, and they would become 

two nations; and the younger son would be a stronger nation than the older son.  They continued 

wrestling inside of Rebekah, even up until the day they were born.  The younger son (Jacob) had a 

firm grasp of his older brother’s (Esau) heel when Rebekah gave birth.10 

 

Esau was an outdoorsman, and he was his father’s favorite son; while Jacob, 

his mother’s favorite son, preferred to hang out around the camp.  As these 

twin boys grew up, their struggles with each other continued.  One day Esau 

came home famished, and asked Jacob for some of the stew he was making.  Jacob, whose name 

means deceiver, told Esau he would sell him a bowl of stew for his birthright.  Esau was driven 

by his flesh gave no importance to his birthright as the oldest son; he was very hungry and wanted 

to eat!11  We saw Esau again being driven by his flesh again when he married two Hittite women 

when he was 40; and they brought grief to both Isaac and Rebekah.12 

 

So far we have seen that Rebekah had a personal relationship with God, and trusted Him in some 

very difficult times.  But unfortunately in Genesis 27, we see a very different story.  Isaac was 137 

years old and thought he was close to dying (even though he will live another 43 years).  He asked 

his favorite son Esau to hunt for some game and fix him a delicious meal; after which he would 

bestow a blessing over him before he died.  In the Old Testament, when a father blessed a son before 

his death, this was essentially saying to all that this son was his heir.  Rebekah overheard this 

discussion, and remembered what God had spoken 77 years before when she was pregnant; that 

Jacob, the youngest, would be Isaac’s heir.  Instead of first going to God and asking Him what to do 

or say to Jacob, she decided to take things in to her own hands and perpetrate a deception on 

her husband, so her favorite son would receive the blessing.   

 

I am sure Jacob was well aware of what God spoken over him before he was born, and he was all for 

joining in this deception.  His only concern was if they could pull it off without Isaac finding out the 

truth before he got the blessing.  Jacob was very short-sighted; if he had thought past that moment, 

he would have realized that everyone would know of his deception, and his father and brother 

would not be happy at all!   

                                                        
9 Genesis 25:21 
10 Genesis 25:26 
11 Genesis 25:29-34 
12 Genesis 26:34-35 
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Rebekah made a delicious meal for Isaac; while Jacob put goat skins on the back of his hands and 

his neck, and dressed in his brother’s smelly clothes.  He took the food to his father, who was 

surprised he was able to answer his request so quickly.  Isaac questioned several times if he was 

indeed Esau; for his fading eyesight told him this was Esau, but his ears heard Jacob’s voice.  After 

he had eaten, Isaac called his son to come close so he could bestow a blessing over him.   He made 

him his heir, over the entire family and all their possessions! 

 

Shortly after Jacob left his father’s tent after receiving the blessing, Esau entered his father’s tent 

offering him some savory stew.  Isaac asked him, “Who are you?”  When he answered, “I am your son 

Esau”, Isaac became very upset!  He said, “Who was it then that brought me food, and that I blessed?”  

Esau realized the deception that his brother had done, and bitterly cried out, “Bless me father, also”! 

 

Genesis 27:35  “And he (Isaac) said, ‘Your brother came deceitfully, and has taken 

away your blessing.’” 

 

Esau was furious that his brother had supplanted him twice in his life – taking his birthright 

and his blessing.  The blessing (prophetic word from God) that Isaac was able to speak over Esau 

confirmed that Jacob would be the heir and Esau would serve him.  From that day, Esau hated 

Jacob and planned to kill him as soon as his father died.13  When Rebekah was told the words 

that Esau had spoken about Jacob, she decided to send him away to her brother Laban, so he would 

be safe.  She convinced Isaac to send Jacob away so he could get a wife. After all, he was 77 

and still had no wife.  How could he be the heir and have many descendants without a wife?  

Rebekah got very emotional and said it would be unbearable if Jacob too took a wife from the pagan 

daughters of this land like Esau did.  So Isaac called for Jacob, and told him to go and find a wife 

from his mother’s relatives.  Jacob obeyed his parents and went away. 

 

Up until this time, Jacob, whose name means deceiver, had lived up to his name.  All his life he had 

been at his brother’s heels to steal his inheritance.  Now he was running away from the problems 

he had made.  Are you like Jacob, when things don’t go your way, or circumstances are tough, do 

you run away?  His mother thought this last deception would blow over in a few days, but it would 

be 20 years before he returned home to see his father and brother.   

 

You would have thought that Isaac would have passed on his faith in God to his sons, but Jacob 

called God not our God, but your God.14  He did not know God or have a personal relationship with 

Him.  If Jacob was to be the one whom the blessed lineage of God passed through, obviously this 

deceiver had to be changed.  Up until then, he had a relatively easy life; but that was all about to 

change as he left the comforts of his home and headed out into the wilderness!  God had chosen  
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14 Genesis 27:20 
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him to be His, and He would do all that was necessary to bring about a righteous man from 

this deceiver.  

 

Please read Genesis 28:10-22.   

 

On Jacob’s very first night on the run, God met Him.  Jacob 

was at a vulnerable place, he was alone and fearful of so 

many things.  After traveling about 40 miles that first day, 

he laid down to sleep, and God appeared to him in a dream.  He saw a ladder that went from heaven 

to earth with angels going up and down the ladder.  God was at the top of the ladder and spoke to 

him.  He said, “I am the God of Abraham and Isaac; and the land you are on, I will give to you and your 

descendants.  Your descendants will cover this land, and through them, all the families of the earth will 

be blessed.”  He then gave an incredible blessing to Jacob, “I am with you, I will keep you wherever 

you go, I will bring you back to this land, and I will not leave you until I have done what I promised.” 

 

As soon as he awoke, Jacob declared that surely the Lord was in this place, and he did not know 

it!  After this encounter with God, Jacob vowed to God that if God would protect him on this journey 

to find a wife and return him safely to his father’s house, then the Lord would be his God!  This 

place had been called Luz, meaning separation, but after his encounter with the living God, Jacob 

changed the name to Bethel, which means the house of God.   He was no longer separated from 

God, but was now in His presence.  Jacob set up a pillar to mark the spot and declared that this 

would be God’s house.  20 years later, God would tell Jacob to take his family and return to Bethel.15 

 

Please read Genesis 29.   

 

With a gladness in his heart that only God could 

have given him, Jacob continued on his journey 

to the land of Haran, a place at the northern 

part of the Euphrates River, near the border of today’s Turkey and Syria. This is the place where 

Abraham’s relatives lived, including the brother of Rebekah – Uncle Laban.  Jacob stopped at a well 

outside Haran and asked about his uncle.  The men told Jacob that this was Laban’s well, and 

in fact his daughter, Rachel, was heading this way to water the sheep.  Rachel was a beautiful 

woman and Jacob was instantly attracted to her.  He helped her water the sheep by rolling away a 

large stone that covered the mouth of the well, and let the water flow for the sheep to drink.  He did 

this to help her, but also to impress her with his kindness and his strength.  Out of the emotions in 

his heart towards her, he kissed her by the well, lifted up his voice (probably in a victory yell) and 

then wept.  He realized he had behaved very oddly, so he quickly told her that he was her cousin.  

She then ran to tell her father.  When Laban heard that Rebekah’s son was here for a visit, he ran to 

meet him and greeted him with hugs and kisses.   

                                                        
15 Genesis 35:1 
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Jacob stayed with them for a month, sharing stories about his family and spending time getting to 

know Rachel by offering to help her with the flocks.  Laban finally came to Jacob and asked him what 

he should pay him for all the work he has done.  Jacob was in love with Rachel, so he asked for her 

hand in marriage. He had no money or possessions with him to give as a dowry for Rachel, so he 

said he would work for seven years for the honor of marrying her.  Now remember, Jacob was 

already 77, so he would be 84 when he was finally able to marry Rachel. But he was so blinded by 

love that he would do anything to get what he wanted.   

 
Uncle Laban tricked Jacob on his wedding day, by substituting his older daughter Leah for Rachel.  

Jacob was furious when he found out, and went to Laban.  He told Jacob to stay with Leah for one 

week, and then he would let Jacob marry Rachel the next week; but he would have to work seven 

more years for her dowry.  Out of his desire for Rachel, he agreed. 

 

Jacob loved Rachel and not Leah, and this caused great grief to Leah.  The Lord saw that Leah was 

unloved and allowed her to have children.  She had four sons (Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah); and 

after each one she thought surely Jacob’s feeling would change towards her, but they didn’t.  Rachel 

was barren during this time; and even though she was loved by Jacob, she was very jealous of Leah 

and her sons.  She came to Jacob demanding that he give her a son!  Out of his frustration with her 

complaining, he said, “I am not God.  He is the one who has not opened your womb.”  Rachel decided 

to take things into her own hands, and copied Sarah and convinced her husband to have a baby with 

her maid.  This started a huge battle with the two wives and their maids.  But after 10 sons were 

born, God remembered Rachel and opened her womb, and she had a son named Joseph.16 

 

Please read Genesis 31-33. 

 

After Rachel had Joseph, Jacob said to Laban, “It is time 

for me to leave this land and go back to my own country.”  

He had served Laban for 14 years, but Laban was not 

willing to let Jacob go, because he saw that the Lord had greatly blessed him because of Jacob.  

Instead of developing a relationship with the Lord himself, he was satisfied to reap the side benefits 

of having Jacob around.  Laban urged Jacob to stay, and said he could name his own wage.  Jacob 

said he would take care of his sheep, but every sheep that was not pure white, would be separated 

out and given to Jacob.  Laban agreed, because the odds of having these mutations were very rare.   

But over the next six years17, through the divine help of the Lord, Jacob’s spotted, striped, and 

black sheep became very strong and numerous.  This caused great animosity between the sons of 

Laban and Jacob.   

 

 

                                                        
16 Genesis 30:22 
17 Genesis 31:41 
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The Lord spoke to Jacob and told him to take his family and leave this place; return to the 

place of his birth, and that God would be with him on the journey.  Jacob told his wives that it 

was time to leave, that their father’s attitude towards him had greatly deteriorated.  Jacob had 

served him faithfully for 20 years, and yet Laban had deceived and cheated him.  He explained to 

his wives that God had been with him and not allowed himself to be hurt by Laban; but instead he 

had been greatly blessed.  His wives too were hurt by their father’s cavalier attitude of selling them 

to Jacob, without them getting any of the dowry personally.  They saw that God had blessed their 

husband and given him their father’s wealth.  They were all for going with Jacob.   

 

It took Laban three days to discover that Jacob had secretly left their camp and taken his 

family and all his livestock.  Laban was furious, and gathered his relatives to chase after Jacob and 

his daughters and grandsons.   They caught up with them seven days later, in Gilead.  Somewhere 

along the way, God had spoken to Laban in a dream and told him to be careful in what he spoke to 

Jacob.   The exchanges between Laban and Jacob were interesting.  Over and over, Laban vacillated 

between anger and friendship.  God told him to be quiet, but he could not keep his mouth shut.  But 

finally they made a covenant of peace, and parted ways.18 

 

It seems that as soon as Jacob got back into the land of his father, his old deceiver ways 

resurfaced!  Fear of his brother gripped him, causing him to send a bribe to Esau to try to placate 

any residual anger he might still have after 20 years.  When Jacob heard that Esau was coming to 

meet him, he was greatly afraid and distressed.  He took his family and possessions and divided 

them into two companies, so that if he was attacked, one company might survive.   

 

In the midst of his fear, Jacob cried out to God and repented of his fear. He acknowledged that 

God is faithful and full of lovingkindness, and He can be trusted to accomplish all He promised.  Jacob 

got his family settled down for the night, and then went across the Jabbok stream to spend the night 

alone.  But he was not alone.  Jesus, in the form of an angel, wrestled with him until dawn.  Even 

though Jacob was 97, he was determined to not give up in this wrestling match.  He knew this was 

God, and said he would not give up until God blessed him.  He wanted God to work things out 

with Esau so they could be reconciled.  Jesus then changed his name from Jacob (deceiver) to 

Israel (prince of God).  No longer would he be controlled by fear, but now he would be 

victorious with the Lord by his side.  Are we as tenacious as Jacob when we are wrestling 

with a trial or test?  We must stand with the Lord, trusting Him to work all things out for our good 

and His glory! 

 

That next day Israel (Jacob) saw Esau running towards him, but there was only love in his eyes, not 

anger.  They embraced and wept for joy at being reunited!  God had reconciled them to one 

another as Jacob had asked.  Israel was later reunited with his father and they saw each other often 

in the 23 years before he died.  Since Isaac, Israel, and Esau all had flocks of sheep, they lived  

                                                        
18 Genesis 31:26-55 
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nomadic lives, going from place to place looking for fresh grazing land and fresh water.  They would 

meet from time to time, but since their flocks were so large (God had abundantly blessed them all), 

they could not dwell in the same locations.  Isaac stayed mainly in Mamre, and Esau moved east of 

the Jordan River in Edom; but Israel lived in many areas of Canaan - Succoth, Shechem, Bethel, 

Ephrath (Bethlehem), and Eder.   On the way to Ephrath, Rachel died giving birth to her 2nd son 

Benjamin.   

 

Israel, along with his father and grandfather, had many struggles in their lives, but God was faithful 

to be with them every step of the way.  Through Jacob, the nation of Israel was birthed, and his 

12 sons became the 12 tribes of Israel: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, 

Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, and Benjamin.  The words of God were coming to pass, that through 

Abraham a great nation would arise.  These men were not perfect, but God journeyed 

alongside them through the numerous tests and trials He brought their way, all to make 

them to be men of righteousness.  They were the beginning of the great race of God’s chosen 

people, Israel, from whom our Lord Jesus Christ would be born, and through whom all mankind 

would be blessed! 
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Digging Deeper into the Riches of God’s Word 

 

1. Please read Romans 5:2-5. This passage talks about the results we can experience in our 

lives when we victoriously persevere through a trial.  Look up the meanings of the words 

perseverance, proven character, and hope.   

 

Write out verse 5 about hope and memorize it.  It will be a great encouragement in the 

hard time of present and future testings. 

 

 

2. When Abraham made his own way, he sinned and caused an iniquity to be passed down 

through his sons and grandsons.  Name two of the iniquities he passed down to either 

his son or grandsons. 

 

We must all repent of the times we have sinned and made our own way.  We must ask God 

to not let this iniquity visit our children and their children.  Even if it has been passed down 

to you, God is powerful enough to break this curse and set you and your future generations 

free!   

 

Write out a prayer to God of repentance, asking God to cleanse you and remove the 

iniquities in your life and the lives of your children. 

 

 

3. Please read Genesis 20-21.  Summarize the story of Abraham, Sarah, and Abimelech.   

What was the same mistake Abraham made in Egypt, and why do you think he made it 

again?  What two things did God do to ensure Sarah would NOT have a child from 

Abimelech? 

 

Why do you think Abimelech, and previously the Pharaoh of Egypt, lavished gifts on Sarah 

and Abraham, instead of having them punished or killed? 

 

  

4. When a severe famine came to the land where Isaac was living with his family, he considered 

going to stay in Egypt, but the Lord warned him not to go.  If he would stay in the land of 

Canaan, God would bless him.  He obeyed the Lord, and stayed in the land.  But what 

iniquity did he do that was not pleasing to God?  Why do you think he succumbed to 

it? 

 

Read Genesis 26: 1-33 and list what God did for them while they were tested during 

the famine.   
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5. Look up the meanings of the names of the 12 sons of Jacob, to see the state of mind that 

Leah and Rachel had with each child.  See the journey they had with the Lord through each 

pregnancy and birth.  These names give us a good feel for the raging emotions between Leah 

and Rachel.  You can find these names in Genesis 29-30, 35. 
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SIGNIFICANT AGES OF ABRAHAM, ISAAC, & JACOB 

 
 

 When Isaac was born,  Abraham was 100, Sarah 91, and Ishmael 14  

 Isaac in is 20’s when God tests Abraham and Isaac on Mt. Moriah  

 Sarah dies when Isaac is 36 

 Isaac and Rebekah marry when he is 40 

 Rebekah is barren for 20 years 

 Esau & Jacob are born when Isaac is 60, and when Abraham is 160 

 Abraham dies at 175, when Isaac is 75 and the twins are 15 

Isaac & Rebekah tested with famine in the land and well problems with locals 

Jacob cons Esau out of his birthright with food 

 Esau marries 2 Hittite women when he is 40 

 Jacob is 77 when he tricked Isaac into giving him a blessing – (Isaac was 137 and thought 

he was dying, yet he lived another 43 years) 

Jacob moves away to: protect his life and to get a wife 

 Jacob deceived by Laban and works 14 years for Rachel & Leah 

Jacob has 11 sons and many daughters with Rachel Leah, and their maids 

 Jacob returns home after 20 years and reconciles with Esau.  Jacob & Esau are 97, Isaac is 

157, and Joseph is 6 

Rachel dies giving birth to Benjamin  

 Joseph 17 when he was sold as a slave 

 Isaac died when he was 180 

 Joseph 30 when he meets Pharaoh  

 Joseph reunited with his family when he was 39, Jacob was 130 

 Jacob died in Egypt at 147  

 Joseph died at 110, seeing 3 generations of his offspring 
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   Confidence in God - Joseph 

 
 

Joseph is one of my favorite people in the Old Testament.  I admire his confidence in God, no matter 

what injustices were done to him.  I know he was not happy with what his brothers did to him, or 

the captivity he endured for 13 years; but he was a man of integrity, never swaying from his faith 

and devotion to God.  I think God had a high view of Joseph also, because He devoted 12 chapters in 

the book of Genesis to his life.  Remember creation was recorded in only 2 chapters.  King David 

honored Joseph in a Psalm, praising him in the midst of being tested by the Lord, so that he might 

teach his brothers wisdom.1 

 

Psalm 105:16-19  “And He called for a famine upon the land; He broke the whole 
staff of bread. He sent a man before them, Joseph, who was sold as a slave. They 
afflicted his feet with fetters, He himself was laid in irons; until the time that his 
word came to pass, the word of the Lord tested him.”  

 

When we are in difficult circumstances, so often we have an idea of how we think our circumstances 

should work out.  We desire the difficulties to be over, and often tell God how to go about bringing 

us good.  When Joseph’s brothers first threw him into the pit and spoke such horrible things about 

what they wanted to do to him, I am sure his mind was racing with all kinds of ways for this to turn 

out for his good, as he was praying to God.    But God’s ways are not our ways, they are so much 

better!  Never would Joseph have imagined the favor he would have as a slave in Potiphar’s house, 

let alone to be the 2nd most powerful ruler in Egypt, and be responsible for saving the lives of 

countless people.   

 

Romans 8:28  “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good 
to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.” 

 

When we are going through trials, our flesh is usually screaming very loudly to get us out of our 

difficulties, and we cannot rationally comprehend the purposes of God in our situation.  So what is 

God’s definition of the good He wants to come out of the trials we face in our lives?  First and 

foremost it is to bring us into a closer and more abiding relationship with Him.  God also wants 

                                                        
1 Psalm 105:16-22 
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to bless us in our difficult circumstances.  He does this because He loves us, and He loves to 

display His love and His power to us.  He wants us to live in awe of Him and His love for us.  God 

also desires us to be a vessel of blessing to others.  We will see that all throughout his trials, 

Joseph became a blessing to those around him, and then he continued to be a vessel of blessing by 

encouraging all who read and study his life  

 

We must remember that Joseph was a teenager when he was betrayed by his brothers.  He was torn 

from his comfortable home, sold as a slave, and taken to a foreign country.  He was all alone with no 

family or friends, and he couldn’t even speak the language of those around him!  How did he survive 

with his sanity and integrity intact?  Simply put, he trusted God!  He cried out to Him to strengthen 

him in his weak moments, which we know he had to have had.  God gives us a wonderful promise 

that when we are weak and struggling, if we ask the Father, He will strengthen us.  He even promises 

us that He will not give us more than we can handle.2 

 

Philippians 4:13  “I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.” 

 

When we know that God is with us in our trials, and He is not giving us more than we can handle, 

and He is strengthening us; then we can walk out the hard circumstances we are going through with 

perseverance, godly character, and hope;3 just like Joseph.  We must let his life be an incredible 

encouragement and example for our lives. 

 

Trials will cause us to go into despair unless we can see a purpose in them.  The enemy comes 

at us to tell us we are going through hard times because God is unhappy with us, we have failed and 

God has forgotten us, we are destined to fail, we are disqualified from His blessing, or that our 

relationship with God is not real.  But we must know that our trials do not contradict God’s love, 

favor, power, and blessing in our lives; but rather they can prepare us to increase our capacity to 

experience them more.  God’s promises are activated by our faith (confidence) in Him, and who we 

are in Him.  The more we trust in God and His promises, the more He can lavish us with His 

blessings.  We will see this over and over again in the life of Joseph, the son of Jacob.   

 
Please read Genesis 37-50.  

 

Joseph was the 11th son of Jacob, but the first born son of 

Rachel, the wife Jacob loved.  He was born in Haran, after 

his father Jacob had worked fourteen years for his beloved 

wife Rachel.  He spent the first six years of his life in Haran, and then his family moved back to the  

 

                                                        
2 1 Corinthians 10:13 
3 Romans 5:3-5 

Favorite Son 
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Promised Land of Canaan, where he met his uncle Esau and his grandfather Isaac. His mother died 

a few years later when she was giving birth to his younger brother Benjamin.   

 

Jacob made it very clear to everyone that he loved Joseph more than his other sons by having a 

multicolored tunic made for him to wear.   Jacob probably spent much more time with Joseph than 

he did his other sons.  I am sure Jacob spent quality time telling him about God, and all that had 

happened between God and his ancestors.  He taught Joseph to trust in the Lord by recounting his 

own journey with the Lord, and his personal encounters with God.  It is obvious that Joseph already 

had a personal relationship with God before he was 17, by his attitudes and the dreams God had 

given him.    

 

Jacob trusted Joseph, even though he was one of his youngest sons.  He would send Joseph out into 

the fields to check up on his brothers.4  Often Joseph would come back with a bad, but truthful report 

of their activities.  This caused great animosity between him and his brothers.  

 

Genesis 37:4 “His brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his 
brothers; and so they hated him and could not speak to him on friendly terms.” 

 

Their jealousy and hatred grew to a dangerous point when Joseph shared two dreams the Lord gave 

him.   How could a dream cause them to hate him more?  Since these dreams upset the brothers so 

much, it is clear that they were used to Joseph having prophetic dreams; and they probably had 

seen many of them come to pass.  They knew God had given him the gift of dreams, but they didn’t 

like the obvious meaning of his recent dreams.   

 

In his first dream, Joseph was in a field with his brothers and they were binding sheaves of 

gathered grain.  Suddenly his sheaf rose up and stood up straight; and the other sheaves bowed 

down to the upright sheaf.  His brothers rose up at the obvious meaning of this dream.  “How dare 

you, our little brother, say we will bow down to you as someone who will rule over us!”5  The second 

dream had the sun and moon and eleven stars bowing down to him.  This time Jacob was mad and 

rebuked Joseph saying, “There is no way your mother and I, along with your brothers will bow down 

to you!”6  Even though Jacob rebuked Joseph, he kept these dreams in the back of his mind, because 

he knew Joseph had this prophetic gift.  We will see later that not only did his brothers bow 

down to him, but they bowed five times!7 

 

Joseph’s ten older brothers were out taking care of their father’s livestock.  He had sent them to 

Shechem (60 miles away) to find good grazing land and water for his sheep.  For some reason Jacob  

                                                        
4 Genesis 37:14 
5 Genesis 37:5-6 
6 Genesis 37:9-10 
7 Genesis 42:6; Genesis 43:26,28;Genesis 44:14, Genesis 50:18 
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sent Joseph to check up on them.  Maybe they had been out for a long time and were late, and he 

was concerned for their welfare.  When Joseph got to Shechem, there was no sign of his brothers or 

his father’s flock.  He asked around, and was told they went on to Dothan, about 5 miles away. 

 
His brothers spotted Joseph coming when he was still far away.  I am sure they thought he was 

here to check on them, and then he would run back to Jacob with a bad report.  Their anger towards 

Joseph had not died down, and they talked among themselves about how to kill the dreamer.  

Reuben, the oldest brother (probably 23), spoke up and said, “let’s not kill him, but just throw him in 

a pit” and leave him.  He planned on coming back that night and to rescue him, hoping to be the 

hero; and now gain his father’s love.8  Remember the meaning of the name Leah gave Reuben– “Now 

my husband will love me.”   

 

But while Reuben was away, all the other brother’s grabbed Joseph, took off his 

multicolored tunic which they all despised, and threw him into a deep pit.  

During the rainy season, this pit would be used to catch rain water and would 

be full of water. But this pit was dry, so Joseph would not drown.  But he was in still dire peril of 

either slowly dying of thirst, or painfully by the bites of scorpions or snakes.  Joseph begged his 

brothers to help him out of this pit, but they ignored his cries.9    

 

Totally callous to their brother’s distress, they sat down and ate a meal close by.  As they were 

eating, Judah spotted a caravan heading for Egypt.  He got a brilliant idea to make some money off 

of their little brother – he was of no profit to them dead.  He suggested they sell him as a slave to 

the next caravan that passed by; which happened to be Midianite slave traders on their way to 

Egypt.  They sold him for 20 pieces of silver.  Reuben, being unaware of Judah’s plan, was beside 

himself with anguish when he saw that Joseph was no longer in the pit, and that he had been sold 

as a slave; never to be seen again.  All the brothers took Joseph’s tunic, torn it, and put blood on it; 

and then took it to Jacob saying a wild animal must have killed their little brother.   Jacob 

mourned and mourned for Joseph, and no one was able to console him.10 

 

Even though Joseph was going to be a slave in a foreign land, he was able to see that God spared his 

life.  It was not much comfort, but it was enough to keep his hope up.  Joseph was sold to the 

captain of Pharaoh’s bodyguards, Potiphar.  Soon after he got to Potiphar’s house, God’s 

presence became very evident to Joseph and everyone around him.  God did not want to let Joseph 

think He had forsaken him also, so He made His presence be felt very strongly.  He was successful 

in everything he did, and Potiphar saw the favor the Lord gave him.  Wanting to take advantage 

of this favor, he put Joseph in charge of his house and then later over everything he owned.  The 

Lord blessed Potiphar’s house because of Joseph.11   

                                                        
8 Genesis 37:22 
9 Genesis 42:21 
10 Genesis 37:31-35 
11 Genesis 39:5 
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God was all Joseph had, so he clung to Him.  Their close relationship was evidenced in his response 

to Potiphar’s wife’s sexual advances.  When she repeatedly asked Joseph to be with her, he said 

“How then could I do this great evil and sin against God?”   

 
 

1 Corinthians 10:13  “No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to 
man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are 
able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will 
be able to endure it.”  

 
 
But one day she got him alone.  As he ran from her, she grabbed his outer garment and pulled it 

from his body.  She went to tell the servants that Joseph tried to assault her; and then later she told 

her husband his slave tried to rape her.  Potiphar was furious and threw Joseph in prison, a 

prison that happened to be at his house.  I am not sure if Potiphar was furious with Joseph, or furious 

with his wife for having to throw Joseph in prison, when he knew she had falsely accused him.   

Joseph did the right thing, but he was severely punished anyway. Even though this was a nicer 

prison than most, it was still a prison in ancient Egypt.   Have you ever been falsely accused of 

something and still been punished for it?  How did you respond?  We can learn much from Joseph 

when we are faced with injustice.   

 

As soon as Joseph was imprisoned, the Lord showed up.  The Lord 

was with Joseph and extended kindness to him, and gave him 

favor in the sight of the chief jailer.  I wonder how many times God 

wants to be with us in very hard and trying times, how many times He wants to extend kindness 

and favor to us, but because of our rotten attitudes, He cannot draw near to us to give us these 

things? 

 

The chief jailer put Joseph in charge of the entire prison, and it ran smoother than ever before.  

So smooth in fact that the chief jailer did not supervise it anymore, but left it all to Joseph to run.  

One day, two new prisoners came into “Joseph’s” jail.  Pharaoh had gotten mad at two of his officials, 

his cupbearer and his baker.  Joseph took care of them while they were imprisoned.  One night they 

both had dreams and were very disturbed.  Joseph told them that God could interpret their dreams.  

Joseph gave them the interpretation from God and their dreams came to pass just as Joseph had 

interpreted.  The cupbearer was found to be innocent and was released; while the baker was found 

to be guilty, and then executed.  Joseph asked the cupbearer to put in a good word for him with the 

Pharaoh, in hope of being released.12  But as soon as he was released, the cupbearer forgot all about 

Joseph. 

 

                                                        
12 Genesis 40:14-15 
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Two years later, Pharaoh was greatly troubled by two dreams he had one night.  He knew these 

were not ordinary dreams, so he asked his magicians and wise men to interpret them.  But they 

could not.  Pharaoh’s cupbearer overheard their discussions, and remembered the dream he had 

when he was in prison, and how Joseph interpreted it and it completely came true. He went to 

Pharaoh and told him he knew someone who could interpret his dreams. Why do you think the 

cupbearer finally remembered Joseph?  Probably because now he figured he might get a hefty 

reward for introducing Joseph to Pharaoh. 

 

Joseph was 30 years old when Pharaoh brought him out of prison,13 and he had been a slave and 

prisoner for 13 years.  Pharaoh immediately ordered Joseph to be brought to him.  Joseph was taken 

out of prison, cleaned up, and presented to Pharaoh.  He told Joseph he was brought to him to 

interpret two dreams he had, which no one had been able to interpret.  Pharaoh asked Joseph if 

he could interpret his dreams.  Joseph said, “No I can’t, but my God will.”  This response was 

so foreign to Pharaoh, because he lived in a culture where everyone took the credit for what others 

had done, just to get ahead.  Joseph’s integrity amazed Pharaoh.  Joseph gave all the credit and praise 

to God.  He knew dreams and their interpretations were a gift from God, to be used to glorify God; 

not to be used for personal gain. 

 

After Pharaoh shared his dreams with Joseph, he told Pharaoh that these two dreams had the same 

meaning.  They were repeated to stress the importance of what was to come, and that it was going 

to happen very soon.14  Joseph told Pharaoh that these dreams represent a fourteen-year time 

period that was upon them.  There would be seven years of great abundance with their crops, 

followed by seven years of severe famine.  Joseph recommended that Pharaoh start a program 

of storing up grain in the seven good years so there will be enough for the years of famine.   

 
After Pharaoh observed Joseph’s character, which was the opposite of 

everyone around him, and his obvious close relationship with a very 

powerful God; he appointed Joseph to be in charge of this plan.  Joseph 

became a ruler of Egypt, second only to Pharaoh.  Pharaoh gave him an Egyptian name - 

Zaphenath-paneah, which means God speaks and lives.  Pharaoh acknowledged that Joseph’s God is 

a living God who speaks to us; and he knew that Joseph heard from God.  Pharaoh also gave him a 

wife, Asenath, the daughter of a powerful Egyptian priest.  They had two sons, a year before the 

famine started, named Manasseh and Ephraim.   Manasseh means God has made me forget all my 

trouble and all my father’s household, and Ephraim means God has made me fruitful in the land of my 

affliction.  Joseph continued in his worship of God, even though he was still hurt by what his brothers 

had done to him. 

 

 

                                                        
13 Genesis 41:46 
14 Genesis 41:32 
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Joseph traveled all over the land of Egypt, supervising the gathering and storage of the excess grain 

in storage cities all over Egypt.  When the famine started, Joseph was in charge of selling food.  

People came from Egypt and all over the world, because the famine had become world-wide.  When 

the famine grew, people ran out of money and then sold their livestock and land for food.  At the 

end of the famine, Joseph gave the people seeds to plant in the land that had once been theirs.  He 

gave them permission to plant the seeds on that land; and keep 4/5 of the resulting crop every year, 

with 1/5 given to Pharaoh.   

 

Joseph was wise and very fair in the way he governed during the famine.  Do you see how God 

prepared Joseph to manage the country?  He was just a teenage boy when he was purchased as a 

slave for Potiphar; but over the next thirteen years, he was put in charge of managing people and 

property.  God had taught him how to lead, so when He put him in charge of preparing for the severe 

famine, he was ready.   

 

Genesis 41:57 “The people of all the earth came to Egypt to buy grain from Joseph, 
because the famine was severe in all the earth.”  

 
Since the famine God sent was world-wide, it affected Jacob and his family also.  Jacob heard that 

there was food in Egypt, so He sent his ten older sons to go and purchase grain.  When people 

from Egypt and other nations came to buy grain, they had to buy it exclusively from Joseph.  He saw 

his brothers approaching and recognized them instantly.  You have to wonder if he laughed a little 

to himself as he remembered the dream God gave him over twenty years before.   Standing before 

him were his brothers, bowing down to him!  After his dream, I am sure Joseph thought his 

brothers would eventually bow down to him because he was his father’s favorite child and he would 

inherit his father’s estate; but he never could have imagined his brothers bowing to him as a high 

ruler in Egypt, begging for food so they could live!   

 

Even though Joseph recognized his 

brothers, they did not recognize 

him; and why should they?  Here was 

a mighty Egyptian ruler, not their little brother, whom they probably thought was dead.  He spoke 

harshly to them in a disguised voice, and questioned why they were in Egypt, even going so far as 

to accuse them of being spies.  Why do you think Joseph treated his brothers so harshly?  Did 

he do it out of spite to hurt them as they hurt him? Or was it to test them to see if they had changed? 

 

Joseph asked them many questions about their father, and his youngest son.15  I am sure he wanted 

to know if they were still alive, and what had changed.  Once he knew that Jacob and Benjamin were 

all right, Joseph again accused them of being spies and said he would test them to see if they were  

                                                        
15 Genesis 43:7 

Testing his Brothers 
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spies; when he really wanted to know if they had changed for the good.  He put them all in 

prison for three days, probably the same one he had been in.  He then brought them before him and 

said, if you are honest men, one of your brothers will stay here in prison until you return here with 

your youngest brother.   

 

Instantly a cry when out that this was the punishment they deserved for the way they had treated 

Joseph.  They repented of their actions; not knowing that Joseph understood their language, 

because he had always talked through an interpreter with them.  Joseph was so overcome with 

emotion for the change in his brothers, that he left the room and wept.  Once he was composed, he 

came back and had Simeon bound and put in prison.  Joseph then ordered that their bags would be 

filled with grain, and to secretly put their money back in their sacks.  He told them to not come back 

to Egypt without their younger brother.  The brothers left Egypt as soon as they were loaded, with 

heavy hearts as to what to tell their father.  That evening, when they stopped to rest and feed their 

animals, they opened one of the bags to get some grain, and what did they see, but their money.  

They checked each bag, and they all had their money in them.  They became very fearful!16 

 

When the nine brothers returned home, they told Jacob everything that had happened.  He was 

furious that Simeon was in an Egyptian prison.  Simeon was lost to him, unless his youngest and 

only remaining son of Rachel, appeared before this Egyptian ruler.   He again brought up the death 

of Joseph, obviously still grieving his loss.   Jacob said NO, he would not let Benjamin go to Egypt; 

even though Reuben offered his two sons as a guarantee that he would not allow any harm to come 

to Benjamin. 

 

But by the 2nd year of the famine,17 Jacob and his family had run out of the grain they had purchased 

in Egypt.  Jacob told his sons to go back to Egypt to buy more food.  Judah spoke up and reminded 

his father they could not go without Benjamin.  The man who sold the grain to them had made it 

very clear they were not to return without their youngest brother!  Judah offered his life as a 

guarantee that Benjamin would be okay.  Jacob realized they would starve to death without the 

grain, so he agreed to let Benjamin go with them.  He told his sons to take a huge present to the 

Egyptian ruler (the best products of Canaan- spices, honey, and nuts); double the necessary money 

for the new grain, and to give him back the money for their first purchase.   

 

When Joseph saw his brothers in line for food, with his baby brother Benjamin, he ordered they be 

sent to his house, so he could speak to them in private.  With great fear in their hearts, they talked 

to Joseph’s servant on the way to the house.  They told him there had been a mistake with their last 

purchase, and somehow all their money was in their grain bags, and they wanted to give the money 

back.   The servant said they had collected their money.  He went on to say “Your God must have 

blessed you!”  Simeon was then brought to them from prison, and they were treated as guests.   

                                                        
16 Genesis 42:28 
17 Genesis 45:6 
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Joseph returned home to share his noon time meal with them.  They bowed when he entered the 

room.  Joseph asked if their father was well.  They said he was well, and then bowed in homage to 

Joseph again.  Joseph saw Benjamin and blessed him; but had to leave the room because he was 

once again overcome by emotion.  Joseph had instructed that his brothers be seated at the table, 

according to their age – and this astonished the brothers.  They were each given food from Joseph’s 

table, but Benjamin was given five times more than anyone else.  Joseph was pleased that his 

brothers showed no jealousy over this act.    

 

After dinner, Joseph ordered their sacks to be filled with grain, and to once again put their money 

back into their sacks.  He then gave one strange request, he told his head servant to put his silver 

cup in the youngest brother’s sack.  As soon as his brothers had left the city, Joseph ordered his men 

to stop them for stealing his cup.  When the cup was found in Benjamin’s sack the brothers were 

very distressed!  They all returned to Joseph’s house and bowed to the ground before him, with 

Judah pleading for mercy.  He told Joseph that if Benjamin did not return home, their father 

would die of grief.  He asked Joseph to take him as a prisoner instead. 

 

Joseph was done testing his brothers, and could not control his 

emotions any longer.  He ordered everyone to leave the room, except 

his brothers.  Then he told them, “I am your brother Joseph.  Please 

do not be grieved because you sold me as a slave. God brought me here to preserve life!”18   

 

Joseph shared with his brothers how he had become second in charge of all Egypt, all by the 

hand of God.  He then told his brothers that the famine was going to last five more years, and those 

years were going to be much worse than the two they had just endured.  He wanted them to get 

their families and immediately move to Egypt to be safe, where he could provide for their 

needs.  He wanted to locate them in Goshen; a land with good grazing land, because it was in the 

delta of the Nile River.   He shared hugs and kisses with his brothers, as they continued to talk.  

Joseph’s servants were very excited about Joseph’s reunion with his family, and they went to tell 

Pharaoh.   He was very happy for Joseph, and ordered wagons to be prepared to transport Joseph’s 

family and possessions from Canaan to Egypt.  Pharaoh told them he would take care of all their 

needs once they arrived.  Joseph prepared a great amount of food and provisions for their journey.  

He gave much more to Benjamin and his father, and told his brothers not to quarrel on the journey.   

 

When they arrived in Canaan, the brothers told Jacob that Joseph was the man they had bought the 

grain from, and he was a ruler in Egypt.  Jacob had a hard time believing them, until they told him 

the words that Joseph had spoken to them, and showed him all that Joseph had sent with them.  

Jacob was very excited and wanted to go see his son!  They headed back to Egypt as soon as the 

sixty-six sons and grandsons of Jacob could gather their families and herds, and pack their 

belongings.   

                                                        
18 Genesis 45:5-7 

Reunited 
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During the evening of the first day of the journey to Egypt, God spoke to Jacob in a dream and 

told him not to be afraid to go to Egypt.  He promised him that while his family was there, God 

would make them into a great nation.  Why would Jacob be afraid to go to Egypt?  When he was a 

young man, there was a famine in the land, and God told his father, Isaac, “Do NOT to go to Egypt”. 

God said if they stayed in the Promised Land, he and his descendants would be blessed.19  Jacob 

realized his zeal to see Joseph had made him decide to go to Egypt without first asking God.  

He did not want to be out of the will of God.  All day as they were traveling, I am sure he 

remembered the words God had spoken to his father, and wondered if he was making a big mistake 

taking his family to Egypt.  God was so gracious to meet him in his dreams that night, when he was 

at rest and could clearly hear from Him.  

 

 As Jacob’s family neared Egypt, he sent Judah ahead to meet up with Joseph to have him show them 

where they were to settle.  Even though Judah was not the oldest son, Jacob trusted him and had 

made him the leader.  Joseph got in his chariot and raced to meet his father.  He hugged his 

father and did not want to let him go.  Both father and son were overcome with great joy!   

 

After getting everyone settled in to Goshen, Joseph took his father and five of his brothers to 

meet Pharaoh.  Wanting to keep his family separate from the idolatry and corruption in Egypt, he 

told his brothers to tell Pharaoh they were shepherds.  Even though shepherds were looked down 

upon by the Egyptians, Pharaoh did not seem to be taken aback by their profession.  He was 

intrigued by Joseph’s family and asked them to take care of his livestock also.  Pharaoh was most 

curious about the old man next to Joseph, his father Jacob.  Pharaoh asked him how old he was, 

as he had never seen anyone as old as Jacob. Egyptians did not live long lives; so Pharaoh was 

amazed that Jacob was 130; but even more amazed that his father and grandfather had lived to 

be 175 and 180 years old. 

 

Jacob lived 17 years in Egypt before he died.20  In 

that time his descendants acquired property 

and were fruitful in their endeavors, and 

became very numerous.  Before he died he asked Joseph to take his body back to Canaan to be 

buried in the same cave with Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, and Leah.  He then called in 

his other sons and blessed everyone with an appropriate blessing.21  They were to become the 

twelve tribes of Israel, and Jacob prophetically spoke into their lives about what would happen in 

their lineage in coming generations.  Jacob died at the age of 147, shortly after he blessed his sons.  

Joseph had Jacob embalmed, and there was great mourning in Egypt for 70 days.  Joseph was 

beloved in Egypt, and his father was honored and revered.  Pharaoh allowed Joseph and his brothers 

to take their father’s body back to Canaan to be buried.   

 

                                                        
19 Genesis 26:2-3 
20 Genesis 47:28 
21 Genesis 49:28 

Death of Jacob 
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When Joseph and his brothers returned to Egypt, they became concerned that Joseph might want 

to pay them back for what they had done to him.  They told Joseph that their father had given them 

a message to give to him saying that he was to forgive his brothers for their sins against him.  Then 

they asked him to forgive them.  Joseph wept at their words.  They weren’t sure what his tears 

meant, so they bowed down to him and said, we are your servants!   When Joseph was able to 

get his emotions under control, he told his brothers not to be afraid.  I know you meant to harm 

me, but God had greater plans for my life, for the good of many people.  God’s plan was 

preeminent over theirs.  Joseph told his brothers there was no reason to be afraid of him, he had 

every intention of taking care of them and their families. 

 

Genesis 50:20 “But Joseph said to them, ‘Do not be afraid, for am I in God's place? 
As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring 
about this present result, to preserve many people alive’.”  

 

We must understood confidence in God releases more blessings in our lives than we can 

imagine.  We so often think our plans are wonderful, but God’s plans are so much broader for His 

kingdom.  We must allow our faith to grow so that we can trust God is all the tests and turns He 

places in our lives!  Then we can experience more of what God has for us, and enjoy our relationship 

with Him even more. 

 

When we trust the Lord with an attitude of faith, He will bring peace to our lives; instead of the 

turmoil and strife associated with us trying to figure out and fix everything going on in our lives.  

We can avoid unnecessary anguish and anxiety by deciding to let go of the unproductive 

overthinking of our problems.  When we are preoccupied by asking, “Why, God?” “When, God?”  

“How, God?” we do not allow faith to be developed.  We are consumed with trying to figure out the 

answer to each dilemma in our lives.  We try to take things into our own hands because we know 

how we want things to turn out.  But we must trust that if God does not do it our way, His way is 

better!  We can put our faith and trust in the Lord, in ourselves, or in others. Whom will we chose 

to trust? 

 

Joseph was obviously a very emotional person, but he did not allow his emotions to overtake him 

to make poor decisions.  We need to be more like Joseph and not let our emotions control our 

decisions.   We can be confident that God is working in our lives, even when we cannot see or feel 

it.  When Joseph was in the pit or in prison, I am sure he did not feel that God was at work for his 

good; but later on he saw God’s amazing purposes for his hardships.  Look at Paul’s words when 

he too was unjustly thrown into prison. 

 

Philippians 1:6  For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good 
work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.  
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Digging Deeper into the Riches of God’s Word 

 

 

1. Why do you think the Lord gave the dreams to Joseph before his trials and testings started?  

 

  

 

2. There was another man in the Old Testament, Daniel, who had the gift of dreams and 

interpreting dreams for kings as Joseph.  He too was a man noted by all to be man of great 

integrity.  Both Joseph and Daniel were offered great wealth and position with the 

interpreting of the king’s dreams, but neither one abused this gift.    

Read Daniel 5 and write down the similarities between their lives.  

 

 

 

3. Please read Genesis 46.  This lists the sons and grandsons of Jacob (Israel) who went to 

live in Egypt.  Many more people went down to Egypt with Jacob to join Joseph (wives, 

daughters, children, and servants), but the Bible usually just lists male descendants over 20.  

Who was the exception to this in verse 15?  

  

How many sons and grandsons did Leah, Rachel, Zilpah, and Bilhah give to Jacob?  (Add up 

the numbers in verse 15, 18, 22, and 25) 

 

How many adult men came to Egypt in verse 26? 

 

These numbers are different because Jacob, Joseph and his 2 sons made the number total 

70, which matches the number in verse 27. 

 

Please read Acts 7:14.  How many adult men does this passage say came to Egypt? 

 

Often people hear (not study) about passages like this that seem to contradict each other 

and they say, aha – the Bible is flawed.  But if they would just study the whole Word of God, 

they would see truths unfold.  Please read 1 Chronicles 2:6.  How many sons did Judah’s 

son Zerah have?   

 

They were not counted in the original 70.  Possibly they originally did not want to go to 

Egypt, but finally joined their family, making the total 75.   

 

 



91 
 

   Confidence in God 

 

 

4. Jacob, when he blessed Joseph, said that Joseph was the one distinguished among his 

brothers.   Even though Joseph was rejected and attacked by his brothers and Potiphar, he 

remained strong in the Lord.  His actions, words, thoughts and attitudes all lined up as 

righteous.  This allowed the Lord to greatly bless him.  There is a huge correlation between 

obedience to a righteous life and God’s blessings.   

 

When you are mistreated, what do you do?  What should you do? 

 

 

5. King David and Jesus Christ both came from the tribe of Judah.  Read Jacob’s blessing of 

Judah and note the prophetic parts about both David and Jesus.  
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Deuteronomy 7:6  "For you are a holy people to the Lord your God; the Lord your 
God has chosen you to be a people for His own possession out of all the peoples who 
are on the face of the earth.” 

 
So far in our study we have seen that after sin entered the world, most of the people chose the evil 

of satan over the righteousness of God.  Even after God destroyed all of mankind in the world-wide 

flood, except righteous Noah and his family; many of the descendants of Noah and his sons chose 

the wide path22 of rebellion and sin again.   

 

Out of His love for mankind and His desire to be in fellowship with them, God called a man named 

Abraham to father a new nation.  He was to be the patriarch of a people different than all the 

others in the world.  A people who would be holy and devoted to the One True God.  A people who 

would honor and revere God; and at the same time have an intimate and personal relationship with 

Him.   

 

God promised Abraham that He would bless his descendants if they followed Him.  We will see 

in the next part of our study what God requires of His people to live their lives to be holy and 

acceptable to Him.  He will explain the importance of sacrifices for the forgiveness and atonement 

of our sins.  God also promised that through Abraham and His descendants all the families of 

the earth would be blessed.  We know that Jesus Christ, our Messiah, came from the lineage of 

Abraham.  He came to die for all mankind, to be the perfect sacrifice for our sins.  All who will call 

upon the name of the Lord Jesus Christ will be forgiven of their sins, and brought into the family of 

God.  The curse of death that started in the Garden of Eden is broken, and all believers will spend 

eternity in the glorious presence of God for eternity!  That is what I call a great blessing! 

 

Psalm 33:12  “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, The people whom He 
has chosen for His own inheritance.” 

 

God also promised land to be set aside for His people, the land of Canaan; which we now  

                                                        
22 Matthew 7:13-14 
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know as the country of Israel.  We will see in this part of our study God taking His people out of 

the bondage of Egypt, and taking them on a journey through the wilderness to prepare them to take 

possession of the Promised Land.   

 

Please read Exodus 1-4. 

 

Moses is one of the most talked about men in the entire Bible, and even 

in the Muslim’s Koran.  He is mentioned over 850 times in 31 different 

books of the Old and New Testament; and always with respect and 

reverence.  He was a man who was loved by God and by men.  Jews, Christians, and even Muslims, 

all know him as a servant, prophet, and messenger of God.   

 

Almost 400 years had passed between the time of Joseph and the time of Moses; and we see 

that all of God’s chosen people were still living in Egypt.  In Genesis 46:3, when Jacob (Israel) 

was debating whether or not to move everyone to Egypt, God spoke to him and told him to go, and 

He would make them into a great nation there.  75 sons of Israel (men over the age of 20) 23 left 

the land of Canaan, along with all their daughters, younger sons, wives, and servants.  By the time 

of Moses, there were 600,000 men over the age of twenty.  When you add all the other relatives, 

there were easily between 2-3 million descendants of Israel living in Egypt.  That was a great 

nation.   

 

There are several places in the Bible where we can see the names and numbers of those who came 

to Egypt.  Exodus 1:5 says seventy came, while the passage in Acts 7:14 says there were seventy-

five.  Which is right?  Both are.  With further research, we see that five of the sons of Judah’s son 

Zerah were not listed in the Genesis 46:8-26 detailed listing of all who went to Egypt.  But as the 

famine got worse, they packed up their families and belongings, and joined the rest of their family 

in Egypt.  Which is why when you see the detailed listing of all who were in Egypt in 1 Chronicles 

2:6, they are included.   Often non-believers say they do not believe in God because the Bible 

contradicts itself.  That is a very popular lie from the enemy.  The Bible is the inspired Word of a 

perfect God.  His Word is completely accurate.  All it takes is detailed research to find the answers 

to the supposed “contradictions”.   God takes great delight when we will delve into the mysteries 

buried in His Word. 

 

Abraham and his sons, when they went down to Egypt during a famine, always went back to Canaan 

when it was over.  But not this time.   Why do you think the sons of Israel were all still living in 

Egypt 400 years later?  The simple answer is that they were comfortable in Egypt, and some even  

might have convinced themselves that this was the new Promised Land. The deeper reason the 

sons of Israel were still in Egypt was to fulfill the prophecy God spoke to Abraham 600 years 

before the time of Moses.  When Abram came into the land of Canaan, God made a covenant with  

                                                        
23 Numbers 1:2-3 
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him.  God spoke many wonderful promises to Abram and his future descendants, and He also 

included this prophesy.   

 

Genesis 15:13-14  “God said to Abram, Know for certain that your descendants 
will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will be enslaved and 
oppressed four hundred years. But I will also judge the nation whom they will 
serve, and afterward they will come out with many possessions."  

 

God told Abram that his descendants would be enslaved in Egypt for 400 years.   When Israel moved 

his family to Egypt, they were treated well under the pharaoh that knew Joseph; but once he died, 

things changed.  Acts 7:18 tells us that “another king arose over Egypt who knew nothing about 

Joseph.”   This was most likely a pharaoh by the name of Ahmose, from a totally different Egyptian 

dynasty than the Pharaoh’s in Joseph’s time.  This new 18th Dynasty, headed by Egyptians from 

Thebes, overthrew the last pharaoh of the Hyksos dynasty24 in 1557 BC, 31 years before Moses was 

born.  (See the chart of the Pharaoh’s During the Life of Moses at the end of this chapter.) 

 

At the time of Moses’ birth, the sons of Israel had been in Egypt around 350 years25, and in that time, 

they were fruitful and greatly increased in numbers26.   The new pharaoh, Amuntotep I, was very 

afraid of them and of the God they served, who so obviously blessed them.  It was well known that 

the sons of Israel were much stronger and more fruitful than the Egyptians.  Childbirth was easier 

for the Hebrew women than the Egyptians, and they also had many more children in their families.  

The lifespans of the Hebrews was much greater than that of the Egyptians.   Remember when Jacob 

went before Pharaoh in the time of Joseph, the pharaoh was fascinated with how old he was.27   

 

After Joseph died, the sons of Israel quickly went from being laborers in Egypt to slaves for 

Pharaoh, mostly working to build the cities of Raamses and Pithom, which were used to store the 

treasures of Pharaoh.28  Many people think that Raamses was the pharaoh during the time of Moses 

because the Hebrews worked building a city named with his name.  But the Pharaoh named 

Raamses ruled in a later dynasty, probably 160 years after the Exodus.29  During the time of Joseph, 

the land where the sons of Israel settled was called the land of Raamses.30   So Raamses was a 

location way before it was a Pharaoh. 

 

 

                                                        
24 www.biblewitness.org/The pharaoh of the Exodus 
25 Exodus 7:7, 12:40 
26 Exodus 1:7 
27 Genesis 47:7-10 
28 Exodus 1:11 
29 www.bible.ca/archeology/bible-archeology-exodus-date-1440bc.htm 
30 Genesis 47:11 
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The more the Egyptians afflicted the sons of Israel, the more their numbers grew.  The more their 

numbers grew, the more Pharaoh oppressed them. Even though things were bad, the sons of 

Israel trusted that God would bring them out of slavery and bring them into the Promised 

Land.  Joseph was well aware of God’s promise; and before he died, he reminded his family that God 

would take care of them and He would return them to the Promised Land.  Joseph charged them to 

take his bones back to the Promised Land when they returned.31  We too can be confident that 

everything God has promised, He will bring to pass. 

 

Philippians 1:6  For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good 
work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.  

 

 

Moses’ life was divided into three very different and distinct forty year time spans.  The first 

forty years he spent in Egypt.  He was the son of a Jew from the tribe of Levi on both his father’s and 

mother’s side, from the line of Kohath.  His father’s name was Amram and his mother’s was 

Jochebed.32 He had at least two older siblings – his brother Aaron and Miriam, his sister.   

 

Because of the harsh treatment of the Hebrews, Moses’ upbringing as a Jewish boy was anything 

but normal.  Just his existence was a miracle.  In the three years between the birth of Aaron and 

Moses, the fear of the Hebrews in the heart of Pharaoh grew out of control.   In fear and desperation, 

the king of Egypt finally told the Hebrew midwives to kill all the baby boys born to the Hebrew 

women.  But the midwives feared God more than Pharaoh, and let the boys live.  The Jewish 

population grew to be even greater!  Pharaoh then commanded all his people to throw every son 

born to a Hebrew into the Nile, but every daughter could live.33 

 

When Moses was born, he was a very beautiful child and 

his parents could not and would not kill him.  They hid 

him for three months, but after that time they realized 

they could not keep him a secret any longer.34 His mother put him in a waterproof basket and set 

him among the reeds by the bank of the Nile River, where the daughter of the Pharaoh frequently 

bathed.  This was most likely Hatshepsut.   Moses’ sister Miriam kept an eye on him.  When she saw 

that Pharaoh’s daughter looked kindly on her baby brother, she walked up and offered to find a 

nurse maid for the baby.  Of course she offered her mother to nurse him.  Pharaoh’s daughter offered 

Moses’ mother money to take care of him for the first few years of his life.  When he was weaned, 

he was brought back to Pharaoh’s daughter and she raised him as her own child, as a royal 

prince of Egypt.   

                                                        
31 Genesis 50: 24-25, Hebrews 11:22 
32 Exodus 6:20 
33 Exodus 1:22 
34 Exodus 2:2-3, Hebrews 7:20 

Adopted Son 
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The Bible says Pharaoh’s daughter named the child Moses, because she had drawn him out of the 

water; but historians have offered a secondary reason.  The Egyptian dynasty (18th) at this time was 

founded by Ahmose, who was the great grandfather of Hatshepsut.  She was born during the reign 

of Pharaoh Ahmose, and her father was Tuthmoses I.  She later married her step-brother Tuthmoses 

II.  The “moses” name continued through many of the Pharaoh’s in that dynasty.  She might 

have given Moses the family name to align him with her Father’s dynasty; possibly hoping her “son” 

would be the next pharaoh.  This was a possibility in her mind because he was the only male heir 

for 30 years, until Tuthmoses III, Moses’ step-brother, was born.   

 

For the first forty years of his life, Moses was raised as an Egyptian; not just any Egyptian, but 

one of royal privilege and advantage.   He received the best education, and was given all the 

comforts of royalty.  The book of Acts tells us that Moses became a man of power in words and 

deeds.35  As he was being groomed as the possible next Pharaoh, he would have been given 

positions of rule and authority.  Some historians speculate that he was also trained as a general in 

Pharaoh’s army.   

 

Life drastically changed for Moses when he turned 

40.  He was like most people who are raised in an 

adopted family; they eventually want to know who they 

are and where they came from.  There was an emptiness inside of him, so he went in search of his 

Hebrew family, wanting to know about them and their God.  Maybe as the book of Hebrews tells us, 

Moses was tired of the “passing pleasure of sin” he was surrounded with and wanted to know about 

the God of his true family.  This would have been very alarming to the Egyptian rulers.  You can just 

imagine their thoughts: “Why was this powerful man now turning his back on the riches of Egypt and 

spending time with the Hebrew slaves?  Maybe he was going to cause them to revolt and use them to 

make him the new Pharaoh.”  His adopted mother was angry with Moses, as all her dreams of her 

son being the next pharaoh were ruined.   

 

Hebrews 11:24-26  “By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called 
the son of Pharaoh's daughter,  choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the 
people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin,  considering the reproach 
of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the 
reward.” 

 
I am sure Moses’ family warmly accepted him back into their home.  They would have called the 

elders to talk with him, answering all the questions he had about God and his heritage as one 

of God’s chosen people.  He heard the stories of Adam and Eve, Noah, Abraham, and Joseph; and 

the faithfulness of God to His beloved people. He would have heard the promises God spoke to  

                                                        
35 Acts 7:22 
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Abraham about making him a great nation and giving them a land, in Canaan.  He would have heard 

the promise that God made to deliver His chosen people from the oppressors in Egypt, and then 

return them to the Promised Land. 

 

One day when Moses was walking among his brethren, he was grieved over the unjust treatment 

they were receiving from the Egyptians.  His people were steadfast workers, in spite of the abuse 

they suffered.   He reached a breaking point when he saw an Egyptian severely beating one of his 

people.  He charged at the Egyptian with great ferocity and soon things got out of hand, and Moses 

killed him.  Moses quickly hid him in the sand, thinking no one saw him. 36  

 

The very next day, he broke up a fight between two Hebrew men.  He couldn’t believe they would 

be fighting against each other.  These men greatly resented Moses trying to boss them around, 

yelling at Moses – “You are not our prince and judge!”  Out of their emotions, one of them called out, 

“Are you going to kill me just like you killed the Egyptian yesterday?”37  When Moses realized the 

murder he committed was common knowledge, he became very afraid.  And when Pharaoh 

Tuthmoses II, his step-father, heard about this crime, it gave him an excuse to get rid of Moses once 

and for all, without causing an outcry for justice.   Moses heard that Pharaoh was seeking to kill him, 

and he left Egypt running for his life.   

 

Up until that time, Moses was 

probably strutting around his 

brethren thinking “I am going to 

bring deliverance to these greatly oppressed people.  They are going to be so glad to have me help 

them.”38  And even though he was right, and God was going to use him to do this; he had to be 

humbled and prepared to be a shepherd of God’s people first.  God urging him to flee Egypt and 

head towards Midian was the first step in the next forty years of his journey. 

 

Numbers 12:3  “Now the man Moses was very humble, more than any man who 
was on the face of the earth.” 

 

John Bevere wrote in his book Relentless, “It takes genuine humility to have faith, because when 

you are humble you rely on and trust in God’s ability (grace) to pull you through – not on your 

own ability.”39  In the first forty years of his life, Moses had been raised to believe in his own power, 

and everything he accomplished would be by his might.  What God was going to have Moses do in 

the last forty-years of his life would be totally beyond his abilities, and even his imaginations.  God 

often sends us into the wilderness to test us and to grow us up in Him.  Moses was going to be  

                                                        
36 Exodus 2:11-12 
37 Exodus 2:13-14 
38 Acts 7:24-25 
39 Relentless by John Bevere, page 125 

 



98 
 

Riches of God’s Word 

 
 
a great leader of millions of people traveling through the wilderness - both physically and 

spiritually, so he had to go through it first.  Whatever wilderness experience you have gone through 

or are going through right now, know that it is God preparing you for what is coming.  In the 

years leading up to the return of Jesus, you are going to be leading others to be prepared for what 

is coming, so all of God’s people can bring in a bountiful harvest of souls into the family of God!  Just 

like Moses, we too are going to need incredibly solid faith and humility in God to walk 

victoriously through these coming days. 

 

Moses left Egypt, running for his life, heading east across the deserts of the Sinai Peninsula 

and finally stopped when he got to the land of Midian (Saudi Arabia).  He sat down near a well 

and rested.  While he was sitting there, seven sisters came to the well to draw water for their father’s 

flock of sheep.  Soon some shepherds came to water their own flocks, and chased the girls away.  

Moses watched this for a moment, and then decided to help the girls.    After he chased the bullies 

away, he helped the girls draw water to take home and to water their flock.  

  

Obviously this was a reoccurring struggle for the girls, because when they got home their father, 

Reuel, asked them why they were not gone very long.  They explained that an Egyptian man came 

and delivered them from the hands of the shepherds, and even helped water their sheep.  Their 

father was amazed and asked where the man was, assuming they would have invited him to dinner 

as a way of thanking him for his kindness.  But no, they had left him by the well.  The girls ran back 

to the well, and invited Moses to dinner.  Reuel asked Moses to stay with them since he had no 

place to live.   Moses agreed, and eventually he married one of the sisters, Zipporah.   

 

Reuel, Moses’ father-in-law was a priest of Midian.  This could have meant that he was the prince 

of his small area, or that he was in charge of the worship of God for that area.  The Midianites were 

descendants of Abraham, by Keturah, the wife he took after Sarah died.  She had six sons, one of 

them being Midian.40  Before Abraham died, he gave everything to his son Isaac, and then gave gifts 

to his six other sons and sent them far away from the land of Isaac.  He sent Isaac west (Canaan) 

and the rest went east.  They were related to Abraham and knew of His God.  Reuel, whose name 

means “friend of God”, most likely knew God and was a religious priest in the area.  He and his son 

Jethro, spent the next forty years with Moses, discipling him in the ways of God.  God is truly 

sovereign.  He knew Moses needed to know much more about Him, and needed to develop a 

relationship with Him on his own.  God sent Moses into the wilderness to do this very thing. 

 

While he was in the desert regions between Saudi Arabia and Egypt, the areas the Midianites 

traveled and traded; Moses, the city boy, got an education on surviving in the wilds of the 

desert wilderness.  Moses became a nomadic shepherd, even though his Egyptian upbringing 

would consider that occupation to be the most loathsome of all jobs.41   He learned where to find  

                                                        
40 Genesis 25:1-4 
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good watering holes, what were good routes to travel, which native tribes were friendly and which 

were not.  He did this while shepherding sheep.  Many times God makes an analogy between his 

people and sheep.  If Moses was able to shepherd sheep in the desert wilderness and survive for 

forty years, he would have the patience, skills, abilities, and humility to be able to shepherd God’s 

people in the same wilderness for the last forty years of his life! 

 

Psalm 105:25  He (God) turned their (Pharaoh’s) heart to hate His people (sons of 
Israel), to deal craftily with His servants.     

 

The treatment of God’s people by each succeeding pharaoh got worse and worse, causing the sons 

of Israel to cry out to God for help!  During the reign of Pharaoh Thutmose III, God heard their 

cries, remembered the covenant He had made to Abraham and took notice of their plight.  Now was 

the time for deliverance.  We too know that the darkness on this earth, and the oppression by the 

enemy and the world has gotten bad and will get worse.  Are we spending quality time crying out 

to God so He will hear us?  God moves when His people pray!     

 

When Moses was 80 years old, he entered into the 

third forty year time period of his life.  But God had 

one last thing to do with Moses before He was ready 

to send him back to Egypt to deliver His people from the hands of Pharaoh.  Moses needed to have 

a divine encounter with the Living God, and receive instructions from God personally.  Moses 

was tending the family’s flock on the Sinai Peninsula, near Mount Horeb – later know as Mt. Sinai, 

the Mountain of God.  He looked and saw a bush burning on the mountainside, but as He got closer, 

he realized it was not being consumed!  This was indeed an odd sight.  God (Jesus) was in the 

midst of the burning bush and called to Moses, and Moses said, “Here I am” (I’m listening).  God 

told Moses he was standing on holy ground and he must take off his sandals.  He then introduced 

Himself to Moses – “I am the God of your father, and the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”   

 

God went on to tell him He had heard the cries of His people and He was coming down to earth to 

deliver them from the oppression of the Egyptians; and to bring them into the Promised Land, a 

land that was good and spacious, a land flowing with milk and honey.42  God repeated this glorious 

description of the land twice, along with the fact that the land was also occupied by the hostile 

nations of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, and Hivites.43  The Promised Land would 

be a delightful place where God would bless His people abundantly, but there would be tests and 

trials with the occupants of the land.  God is wanting us to come into the fullness of the Promised 

Land in our hearts.  We too have hostile nations (emotions) in our hearts that hinder us from the  
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fullness of life with God.   God promised that if His people obeyed Him and loved Him with all 

their heart, He would be with them every step of the way.  He would lead them to the Promised 

Land and defeat every enemy; and He will do the same with us. 

 

God shared His plan for the deliverance of His people with Moses – “I will send you to Pharaoh, so 

that you may bring My people out of Egypt.”  Moses said, “Who am I to talk to Pharaoh and do this 

thing?”  He had the humility thing down to a point – Moses knew he has no power to get Pharaoh to 

do anything.  God needed to show him the last piece of humility – I CAN!  God says, “Certainly I will 

be with you”.  Not I will, but certainly!  Webster’s dictionary defines certainly as without doubt or 

question.  What God speaks is the truth and it is a fact!  When God is with us, we can do everything 

the Lord is asking us to do, no matter how impossible it looks in our human eyes!  That is true 

humility and faith in action! 

 

Just as Moses was warming up to God’s plan, he remembered the Hebrew man saying “I don’t have 

to listen to you, you are not my ruler”.  Out of his doubts and insecurities, he asked God, “Who do I 

tell the people You are, and what can I do to convince them and Pharaoh that I am speaking for 

You?”  God has no problem when we ask Him questions.  There are times He asks us to do things 

we have no idea how to do, and He welcomes our questions to seek further instructions.  God 

answered Moses by telling him to tell the elders that God had heard their cries for help, and I AM 

sent Moses to lead you out of Egypt.  God told Moses He would give him the words to speak to 

Pharaoh; but warned him that He would have to use force to make Pharaoh let the people go.  God 

said he would have to strike Egypt with mighty miracles, and then Pharaoh would let them go.  Then 

God made an amazing promise to Moses that when they left Egypt with the Pharaoh’s permission, 

the Hebrews would be given great gifts of gold, silver, and clothing by the Egyptians.  Keep this in 

mind when we study the tabernacle – you will see the sovereign provision of God! 

 

Moses was still having doubts and asked, “What do I do if they do not believe the words You spoke 

through me?”  God then did three miracles for Moses to perform for the people, and later for 

Pharaoh:  

 Moses’ staff turned into a snake when thrown to the ground, and then back to a staff again 

when he picked it up. 

 Moses’ hand became leprous when he put it in his cloak, and then it was restored when he 

did it again. 

 He poured some water onto the ground, and it turned into blood 

 

Moses still had doubts, and then his insecurities started screaming.  He said to God, I have 

never been eloquent of speech, ever!   He went on to say that he was slow of speech and slow of 

tongue, that he had a hard time talking to people.  God was very angry with this response.  First 

of all, it was a lie – remember Acts 7:22 described Moses as a man of powerful words and deeds?  

He might have been out of practice talking to people for the last forty years since he had mostly 

been around sheep; but to say he had never been good with words, was a lie.  Second, he was still  
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relying on his own power, and not on God working through him.  God told him, “I will be with 

your mouth and I will teach you what to say!”  The Holy Spirit is given to all believers to dwell in us, 

so we can speak the words God wants us to speak, and to teach us all we need.  We have no excuse 

either when God wants us to do something that is out of our comfort zone.  The Holy Spirit will 

speak through us, pray though us, write through us, and minster through us, sing through us… 

 

Moses begged God to use someone else to talk to Pharaoh.  God’s anger was burning against Moses 

by this time and He said, “Your brother Aaron is heading this way and I know he is good with his 

words, and will be glad to do what I ask!”  That is not a conversation I ever want to have with God!  

But God, out of His sovereign will and patient love, kept Moses as the leader, with Aaron as his 

spokesperson.   

 

Moses left the mountain of God and went back to the 

family camp to ask Jethro to release him to go back to 

Egypt to visit his family.  Jethro was Zipporah’s 

brother, and now the patriarch of the family after their father Reuel had died.  Moses mentioned 

nothing about his encounter with God or with God’s instructions to talk to Pharaoh.  Maybe since 

he was so wobbly in his faith he didn’t want to give Jethro an opportunity to talk him out of it.  With 

Jethro’s blessing, Moses took his wife, Zipporah, and their two sons, Gershom and Eliezer and 

headed towards Egypt.   

 

The Lord spoke to Moses on the first day of their travels to Egypt, and gave him some very hard 

news and instructions.  He told him that when he gets to Egypt, he needs to see Pharaoh right away 

and show him the three miracles; but this meeting would not turn out as he would hope.  God said 

He would harden Pharaoh’s heart to cause Him to not be willing to let the people go.  He 

instructed Moses to tell Pharaoh that since Israel was God’s first-born, and you won’t let My first 

born leave Egypt to worship Me, I will kill your first-born son44.  That was a serious test of Moses’ 

trust in God! 

 

At the lodging place on the first night, the Lord brought another test to Moses.  The Bible says 

that the Lord sought to put Moses to death.  Zipporah realized the sudden serious illness that hit 

Moses was from God, so she searched for a cause.  She finally realized that one of their sons had 

not been circumcised, and Moses was in direct disobedience to God’s command that all males 

were to be circumcised as a sign of their covenant relationship with God.  Since Moses was not 

strong enough to do this distasteful task, it fell to her to circumcise their youngest son.  As soon as 

she finished the bloody task, Moses got better.   This was a warning to Moses that in what Moses 

was about to undertake, God must be obeyed completely! 

 

 

                                                        
44 Exodus 4:21-24 

Back to Egypt 
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As you can imagine, Zipporah and their youngest son were not happy with Moses.  We know that 

there is no mention of Moses’ wife and two sons being with Moses while he was in Egypt or when 

they left Egypt.  We do see them again until Exodus 18 when Jethro, her brother, brought them to 

meet Moses in the wilderness.  Verse 2 tells us that Moses had sent her away, and he probably did 

it after the emotional turmoil that ensued with the circumcision.  But when Jethro brought them to 

see Moses at Mount Sinai after the sons of Israel left Egypt, Moses was elated to see them, and they 

stayed with Moses after that.  

 

God had spoken to Moses’ brother Aaron to meet Moses at Mount Sinai.  Somehow he was able 

to leave Egypt and travel the three days to meet up with Moses.  They were so glad to see each other.  

You can only imagine the relief in their hearts when they heard each other’s stories of God speaking 

to them.  With each word spoken, they were encouraged that God had truly spoken to them and 

they were to work together to lead God’s people out of Egypt.   

 

They traveled to Egypt and went directly to the elders to tell them the good news that their captivity 

was soon to be over!    Aaron spoke and Moses performed the miracles in front of the people.  The 

people believed what Aaron was saying, and were very excited to know that God had heard their 

cries.   They bowed before God and worshipped Him! 
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Pharaohs During the Lifetime of Moses 
 
 

 Ahmose – Ruled for 25 years (1557-1532 BC)   
Hatshepsut- his great-granddaughter, was born in 1541 BC 
 

 Amuntotep I – son of Ahmose, ruled for 21 years (1532-1511 BC) 
Moses born in 1526 BC, adopted by Hatshepsut 

 

 Tuthmoses I – son of Amuntotep I, ruled for 13 years (1511-1498 BC) 
Father to Hatshepsut 

 

 Tuthmoses II – son of Tuthmoses I, ruled for 13 years (1498-1485 BC) 
Moses flees Egypt and goes to Midian (1486BC) 
Married Hatshepsut 
 

 Queen Hatshepsut – reigned 21 years (1485-1464 BC) 
Raised Tuthmoses III, her step-son 

 

 Tuthmoses III – reigned 33 years (1464-1431 BC) 
Moses returns, plagues, and Hebrews leave Egypt, and the Egyptian Army 
destroyed in 1446 BC.  His son Amenhotep I dies in last plague. 

 

 Amenhotep II – reigned 25 years (1431-1406 BC) 
 

 Tuthmoses IV- reigned 10 years (1406-1396 BC) 
Moses dies in 1403 BC.  Joshua leads the Hebrews into the Promised Land 

 
 
 
Information compiled from: www.bible.ca/archeology/bible-archeology-exodus-date-1440bc.htm 
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Digging Deeper into the Riches of God’s Word 

 

 

1. We saw in this chapter that God is always faithful, and He fulfils every prophecy that He 

gives us, no matter how long it seems to take.  None of us have waited the 100’s of years we 

see here, but just like His promises to Abraham and Joseph, God will bring them to pass.   

 

What promises has God made to you that have not come to pass, or have not fully come to 

pass?   

 

After reading this chapter, how can you change your attitudes in the waiting?   

 

Do you see the trials, hardships, and disappointments differently, that God is allowing them 

to mold you into the man or woman of God you must be to walk in God’s promises?  What 

is an example of this in your life? 

 

 

2. What did the name of Moses’ two sons mean?  What do they tell you about Moses?   
 
 
 

3. What negative emotions did God have to purge from Moses so far to get him to be the leader 

he needed to be for God’s people? 

 

 

 

4. Moses took on the job of a shepherd, even though he was raised to believe that profession 

was way beneath him.  Looking back on your life, what job or chore did you have to do that 

you hated, but now you see its purpose in preparing you for something later in your life? 

 

 

 

5. What possible reasons could God have had for Moses’ family not being with him in Egypt? 

  



105 
 

10 
Let My People Go - Moses 

 
 

Please read Exodus 5 – 12 

 

Confident by the enthusiasm of the elders and the sons of Israel to God’s plan to release them 

from the slavery of Egypt, Moses and Aaron left immediately to talk to Pharaoh Thutmose III.  

You can imagine the excited chatter between the two of them as they walked to see the king.  They 

might have replayed the amazed expressions of the sons of Israel when the miracles were 

performed, and wonder what Pharaoh and the people around him might say.  They were pumped 

up and ready to impress Pharaoh.  They walked right up to Pharaoh, and told him that God 

wanted His people to celebrate a feast in the wilderness; to go away for three days to offer 

sacrifices, as an act of worship to their God.  They went on to tell Pharaoh if he did not allow 

them to go, their God would send pestilence or the sword to the land of Egypt!   

 

They were thinking in their minds, “that went well”; until Pharaoh spoke.  He said, “Who is the LORD 

that I should obey His voice?  I don’t know Him;1 and even if I did, why should I let my slaves take a 

vacation for a week?   No, you are just lazy!”  Immediately Pharaoh ordered the slave taskmasters to 

have the slaves gather their own straw to make bricks.  He would no longer provide it; but their 

daily quota would stay the same.  If his slaves had so much time to go on a vacation, they were able 

to work much harder!   

 

Of course the slaves could not meet the quota, and the Hebrew foreman of the slaves were beaten.  

In their frustration and rage, they went straight to Moses and Aaron and basically said, “I don’t know 

what you said to Pharaoh, but we hope God will punish you because you have made things much worse 

for us!”  This brought great doubt into Moses’ heart.  He cried out to the Lord, questioning all that 

He had asked Moses to do.  In his excitement to “deliver” the Hebrews, Moses obviously forgot 

what the Lord had spoken to him on Mt. Sinai saying He would harden Pharaoh’s heart, so 

that he would not let the people go.  The Lord, out of His mercy and grace, reminded Moses of His 

words and added that Pharaoh would have to be forced to let the people go.  He, the Lord, would 

provide that force in the form of mighty miracles and plagues!    

 

In order to strengthen Moses and the sons of Israel in what He was doing, God reminded them of 

the promises He had made to Abraham and his descendants; and then added some new promises. 

                                                        
1 Exodus 5:2 
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He told them that he had heard their prayers and remembered His covenant with them.  He told 

them He is the Lord, and He will bring them out of Egypt and deliver them from the bondage of the 

Egyptians.  He went on to say that He would redeem them with His outstretched arm and great 

judgments.  He finished with the most wonderful of promises: “I will take you for My people and 

I will be your God!  You will know that I am the Lord your God who will bring you to the Promised 

Land and give it to you as a possession.” 

 

Yet, the people did not listen to these encouraging words of God. They could only see their 

current crisis, and would not believe the words of God!  But we see that Moses did not believe 

them either.  He argued with God saying, “The people don’t believe me and there is no way that I can 

convince Pharaoh to do what You ask”.  In the midst of Moses’ argument and pity party, God 

switched gears and recited a long list of names of the heads of the households of the sons of Israel.2 

The placement of this list of names is odd (in the midst of a heated discussion), but the list is also 

odd. Only 3 of the 12 tribes are mentioned, some genealogies are expanded upon and others are 

ignored, and several women are listed as relatives (aunt, daughter, sister). Upon closer examination 

we can see this is another hidden message.  When we look at the meanings of these names, we get 

a clearer look into God’s heart.   

 

Reuben (vision of the son), Hanoch (to be disciplined, to go on a narrow way), Pallu (to be set apart), Hezron 

(surrounded, dart of joy) and Carmi(keeper of my vineyard).  Simeon (to hear), Jemuel (day of Almighty 

God), Jamin (strong right hand), Ohad, (unity), Jachin (he will establish or erect a pillar), Zohar (he will 

shine), Shaul (inquire) 

 

The vision of the Son of God is for His people to be disciplined on the narrow way so as to be set apart 

from the world.  He will surround them with joy and appoint them to be the keeper of His vineyard.  

Hear, oh sons of Israel, the day of Almighty God is near, when He will bear His strong right hand to 

bring unity to His people. You will be established as pillars in My temple and will shine in purity for the 

entire world to see. The world will draw near and inquire about the Lord. 

 

Gershon (a refugee), Libni (to make bricks), Shimei (famous, known by all), Kohath (allied, congregation), 

Amram (high people), Izhar (anointed), Hebron(join together, have fellowship), Uzziel (strength of God, 

power, majesty), Merari (bitter),  Mahli (weak), Mushi (withdraws) Amram (exalted people), Jochebed 

(Jehovah glorified), Aaron (teacher, mountain of strength), Moses (drawn out of water, rescued) 

 

Even though you are refuges in a land where you are forced to make bricks, you will be known by all.  

I will gather all My people together in one congregation, for you are an exalted people in My eyes.  I 

will anoint you and bring you into fellowship with Me.  You will see My strength, My power, and My 

majesty.  Beware, some of you will become bitter and weak in your faith, which will cause you to 

withdraw from Me.  Remember sons of Israel, you are exalted above all the peoples of the earth,  

 

                                                        
2 Exodus 6:14-25 
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because I have chosen you to be My people and I will be Your God.  When you glorify Me, I will teach 

you many things that will strengthen you as I rescue you out of your bondage. 

 
Korah (to be humbled), Nepheg (weak), Zichri (to be remembered), Uzziel (strength of God), Mishael (who 

is asked for), Elzaphan (treasure of God), Sithri (protective, hiding place), Elisheba (God of the oath, 

completion), Amminadab (offer freely), Nahshon (diligently observe), Nadab (to offer self freely), Abihu 

(worshipper of God), Eleazar (God will help and protect), Ithamar (desirable place ). Assir (prisioner), 

Elkanah (God is zealous), Abiasaph (consuming father who wants to gather), Eleazar (God will help), Putiel 

(abundance of provision), Phinehas (bold aspect, face of trust or protection).    

 

You have been humbled, and you are weak.  It took you a while to cry out to Me for help.  But I heard 

your cries and I remembered My promises to Abraham and his descendants.  I am your strength, the 

One you asked for.  You are My treasure and I will protect you if you hide in Me.  I am a God of My Word 

and I will bring all to pass that I promise.  I will freely give all of this to you if you will diligently observe 

all that I say and if you will freely give yourself to Me and Worship Me and Me alone.  I will help you 

and I will protect you.  I will set you in a desirable place.  You have been a prisoner of the Pharaoh, but 

I am zealous for you, My people, and I have obtained your release.  Out of My consuming love for you, 

I will gather My children unto Myself.  I will help you and provide abundantly for you.  Be bold and 

trust in Me.  I am your protection. 

 

God made it very clear in this message and everything He had already spoken that by His mighty 

arm He was going to bring redemption to His people.  And by the way He does it!  Pharaoh and 

all the people of Egypt and the world will come to know that the God of Hebrews is truly 

Almighty God!   

 

Do you think Moses understood this message?  I doubt it, because as soon as God says “I am the 

Lord, speak to Pharaoh”; Moses continued his argument with God.   “I am not good at speaking, 

Pharaoh won’t listen to me.”  God ignored Moses’ insecurities, and commanded him and Aaron 

to once again go and speak to Pharaoh.  God said He would harden Pharaoh’s heart to allow Him 

to do multiple signs and wonders in the land of Egypt.  God stretched out his hand on Egypt for 

the sole purpose of showing Egypt that He is the Lord!  I love verse 6, argument over, God wins! 

 

Exodus 7:6  So Moses and Aaron did it; as the Lord commanded them, thus they 

did.  

 

From this point on, Moses did exactly what God asked him to do, without question or doubt.  

He truly made himself to be a servant of God.  Putting aside his own desires, his own thinking on 

how things should be done, his fears, and his inadequacies.  Moses is called a servant of God 42 

times in both the Old and New Testaments.  He gave up his life to do exactly what God wanted him 

to do, no matter how hard, impossible, or frustrating it might be at times.  
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For the next 28 days, Moses and Aaron went to visit Pharaoh almost 

every day.  Usually they just showed up at God’s command; and other 

times they were summoned by Pharaoh.  They never wavered in their 

faith in God, or what He asked them to say or do.  On the first day, they went before Pharaoh, and 

God told them he would want to see a miracle.  God told Moses to throw down his staff, and it 

became a snake.  Pharaoh turned to his magicians and asked them to do the same miracle.  They 

threw down their staffs, and they also turned into snakes.  Pharaoh was not impressed with 

Moses!  His heart was hardened, so he did not listen to Moses.  But he probably was disturbed when 

the snake from Moses’ staff swallowed all the snakes from the magician’s staffs.   

 

The Lord told Moses and Aaron to meet Pharaoh 

in the morning on the bank of the Nile, as he was 

coming out of the water from his morning bath.  He 

was to tell Pharaoh to let God’s people go, so they could serve Him in the wilderness.  Aaron touched 

the water of the Nile River with his staff and it turned to blood, along with every other source of 

fresh water in Egypt.  The magicians were able to do the same thing, but on a much smaller scale.  

Pharaoh’s heart was still hardened and he did not listen.  He turned and went into his house, 

unconcerned about the mess Moses and Aaron had made of the drinking water in his country.   

 

Seven days later, the Lord told Moses and Aaron to go visit Pharaoh and tell him 

to let God’s people go, or He would smite the land of Egypt with frogs.   Aaron 

stretched out his hand with the staff and frogs came up out of every water 

source and covered the land.  The magicians were able to copy this miracle too, so even more frogs 

came on the land.  Obviously Pharaoh was grossed out with the frogs because he summoned Moses 

and Aaron to plead with the Lord to remove the frogs.  Pharaoh said when the frogs were gone, he 

would let the Hebrews go and sacrifice to their God.  Moses told Pharaoh the frogs would be gone 

the next day; so he would know that there is no one like the Lord our God.  The next day as the 

frogs died, the people put them in piles all over the land; which made the land of Egypt very stinky!  

When Pharaoh saw that the disaster was over, he hardened his heart and changed his mind.   

 

This angered God, and the next day He told Moses to tell Aaron to stretch out 

his staff and strike the dust of the earth, and the dust would become gnats 

(pesky biting insects) that covered the land, attacking man and beast.  You can 

imagine how disorienting this would be to the people, and how the frogs and then the gnats 

disrupted all life and trade in Egypt.  The magicians tried to copy this miracle and could not.  

They commented, “This is the finger of God”.  They were getting close to the truth of who God is; 

but God’s whole hand was about to descend, and soon they would all know that the Lord is 

Sovereign.  Pharaoh’s heart was still hardened; and he was not impressed because he was used 

to the demonic operating and manifesting in his midst.   

 

 

Serpents 

Water to Blood 

Frogs 

Gnats 
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There was no warning with the plague of the 

gnats, but God gave Pharaoh a whole day to think 

about the next plague.  God had Moses meet 

Pharaoh first thing in the morning as he was bathing in the Nile.  Moses told him that the next day 

the land would be covered with swarms of flies, and that God was going to do something different.  

The houses where His people lived would NOT have any flies.  God would put a division between 

His people and Pharaoh’s people - showing Pharaoh that He would protect His people, where 

Pharaoh could not protect his.3  Having a day to let Pharaoh think about what was coming and 

what God would do to protect His people must have had the desired result, because shortly after 

the plague started, Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron.  He said he would let the people sacrifice 

in Egypt, and then he amended that to, “You can go into the wilderness, but just not too far away”.  

Moses told him that he would go and ask God to take away the flies tomorrow.  But you know what 

happened – Pharaoh changed his mind again! 

 

It had been two weeks of 

plagues and I am sure the 

land of Egypt was in total 

chaos.  But things got much worse when the plagues went from being a nuisance to being very 

serious.  God had Moses tell Pharaoh if he did not let His people go, the next day the hand of God 

would come with a very severe pestilence on Egyptian livestock, but not the animals owned by the 

Hebrews. The next day, as livestock were dying all over the land of Egypt, Pharaoh sent people 

out to check on the Hebrew’s livestock, and none had died!  Even in the midst of this devastation 

and the incredible power of God, Pharaoh still did not change his mind!   

 

The next day the Lord told Aaron and Moses to 

take handfuls of soot from a kiln and throw it into 

the air in the sight of Pharaoh.  It supernaturally 

became a fine dust that covered the entire land of Egypt.  Suddenly, boils with sores broke out on 

all Egyptians and all beasts that were still alive.  Again, God protected His people and they were not 

afflicted with the boils.  Pharaoh’s magicians ran from Moses because the sores on their bodies were 

so painful.  This time God hardened Pharaoh’s heart, probably because Pharaoh might have 

relented since this personally affected him.   

 

Early the next morning, the Lord told 

Moses and Aaron to visit Pharaoh.  

God had many things He wanted 

them to speak to Pharaoh.  He repeated His desire for His people to be freed so they could worship 

Him.  He went on to tell Pharaoh that He had sent some very severe plagues to Egypt, but He could 

have sent worse, but everyone would have died!  God went on to say that He allowed the  

                                                        
3 Exodus 8:21-23 
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Egyptians to live to show His power and to proclaim His name throughout the earth.4  The 

world at this time did not have news stations to spread the news as to what was going on, but news 

of this magnitude in the world’s superpower would have spread like wild fire through the 

merchants who traveled between Egypt and the rest of the world.   Have you ever wondered why 

some of the nations that Moses encountered in the wilderness and even Jericho were terrified of 

God and His people?  They had heard what happened in Egypt and wanted none of that for 

themselves.  God told Pharaoh the next morning He was going to send very heavy hail with intense 

lightning (fire from heaven) such as Egypt has never seen before.  He told Pharaoh to warn his 

people that any person or animal that was outside would be killed by the hail.5  The next morning, 

the hail came and killed everyone outside, destroyed every plant in the fields, and shattered every 

tree in Egypt – EXCEPT in Goshen, where God’s people lived.  There were no storms or hail in 

that area of Egypt.   

 

Pharaoh immediately summoned Moses and Aaron.  He confessed that he had sinned this time, 

and the Lord was the righteous one; while he and his people were the wicked ones.  He begged 

Moses and Aaron to make supplication to the Lord to stop the hail and thunder; and then he would 

let the people go.  Moses told him as soon as he left the city, he would pray to God and the hail and 

thunder would stop – all so you would know that God is sovereign over the entire earth.   

 

The Egyptians worshipped nature, and they had many gods. Everything that God did in the plagues 

He brought were a direct attack on the gods of Egypt; declaring that He is the I AM, the supreme 

God of all!  God used Pharaoh and hardened his heart to show the Egyptians and the rest of the 

world that He is Jehovah, the Lord.  Pharaoh started his conversations with Moses and Aaron saying 

he did not know their God, and didn’t see any reason to obey Him.  Eight times God stated that by 

the plagues He brought to Egypt were so the people would know that He is the Lord!   

 

The next day, God sent Moses and Aaron to Pharaoh to ask him how long 

he would refuse to humble himself before the Lord.  Moses told him to let 

God‘s people go, or else the land of Egypt would be covered with locusts 

the next day.  They would eat everything that had not already been destroyed, and they would even 

fill everyone’s homes.  As soon as Moses and Aaron left, Pharaoh’s servants begged him to do as 

Moses asked, because Egypt was in ruins!  Pharaoh summoned them back and tried to negotiate 

with them about leaving; but they came to an impasse, and Pharaoh told them to leave.  The next 

day the whole land of Egypt was covered and then destroyed by the locusts.  As soon as Pharaoh 

got reports of the damage, he summoned Moses and Aaron.  Pharaoh again repented of his sin 

against the Lord and Moses, taking all the blame this time.  He asked Moses to forgive him, and to 

ask the Lord to remove the locusts.  The Lord changed the direction of the wind, and all the locusts 

were blown into the Red Sea.  The Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he changed his mind.   

                                                        
4 Exodus 9:16 
5 Exodus 9:18-21 

Locusts 
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The next day, with no warning to Pharaoh or the 

people of Egypt, the Lord told Moses to stretch 

out his hand toward the sky and a thick darkness 

would come over the land of Egypt for three days, except in the homes of the sons of Israel.  Egypt 

came to a standstill with no one leaving their homes for three days because they could not see 

anything!  Pharaoh summoned Moses, and again tried to negotiate with him about letting the people 

go.  The Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart in the middle of the negotiations, and he told Moses to leave; 

and if he ever returned, he would be killed! 

 

One more plague, and then Pharaoh would let God’s people go.  This was great news to Moses 

and Aaron.  God gave an unusual command to the sons of Israel that they were to do before they left 

Egypt.  Every Hebrew was to ask the Egyptians for gifts of silver, gold, and clothing.  The really 

amazing thing is that the Egyptians gave these gifts to them freely!   

 

Exodus 11:3 “The Lord gave the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians. 

Furthermore, the man Moses himself was greatly esteemed in the land of Egypt, 

both in the sight of Pharaoh's servants and in the sight of the people.” 

 

This scripture is amazing.  In the face of total destruction of their homeland, the people of 

Egypt greatly respected Moses, even Pharaoh’s servants.   As you can imagine, the people of 

Egypt had the opposite opinion of their Pharaoh.  They found they could not trust him to protect 

them from the plagues, and his stubbornness ruined their lives and livelihoods.   

 

The Lord had Moses tell Pharaoh that 

at midnight God was going to go out 

into the midst of Egypt and all the 

firstborns in the land of Egypt would die; and a great cry would arise in the land such as he had 

never heard before.  But no one would die among the sons of Israel, and there would be complete 

silence in Goshen, not even a dog would bark.  After that, all would understand that the Lord 

made a distinction between His people and the Egyptians.  Then all the people would bow down 

to the Lord, telling us to leave the country.  When Moses finished talking, he was very angry and left 

Pharaoh.   

 

When Moses returned home, the Lord gave him very detailed instructions for his people for 

that day so they would not be harmed by the death angel that would come to Egypt at 

midnight.  Each household was to kill an unblemished male lamb at twilight. They were then to 

take some of its blood and put it on the doorposts and the lintel of their houses.  They were then to 

roast the lamb over fire and eat all the meat that night.  They were to eat unleavened bread and 

bitter herbs with the lamb.  No one was to leave their house until morning, because the blood on  

 

Thick Darkness 

Death of First Born 
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the doorposts would not allow the destroyer to harm anyone inside.  When the angel saw the blood, 

he would pass over that house and go on to the next one.   

 

This was the first Passover, and God’s people were told it was to be celebrated forever, once every 

year in the spring.  Parents were to tell their children how the Lord spared His people and brought 

them out of bondage.  Jesus became our Passover lamb when he was crucified (on Passover) 

for our sins, and death will pass over all who call upon His name.   

 

At midnight the stillness of the night was broken by an increasing wailing of sorrow from the houses 

of the Egyptians.  This horrible sound woke up Pharaoh, who added to it when he heard his first 

born son (Amenhotep I) was also dead.  Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron that night.  Pharaoh 

told the Hebrews to get out of Egypt, take all their families and belongings, and go worship 

your God.  All the Egyptians urged the son of Israel to leave immediately before any more people 

were killed; lavishing them with gifts of gold, silver and clothing.  God’s odd prophecy of plundering 

the Egyptians came to pass.6   

 

 

Exodus 3:21-22  "I will grant this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and it 

shall be that when you go, you will not go empty-handed. "But every woman shall 

ask of her neighbor and the woman who lives in her house, articles of silver and 

articles of gold, and clothing; and you will put them on your sons and daughters. 

Thus you will plunder the Egyptians."  

 

  

                                                        
6 Genesis 15:14 
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Digging Deeper into the Riches of God’s Word 

 

 

1. When do you think was Moses happiest in his life – and why?      

 

 

 

    

2. God did some intense things to get the Egyptians and his own people to know that He truly 

was God.  What has God done to get your attention that He is real and He desires to have a 

very personal relationship with you? 

 

 

 

 

3. For the first 5 plagues, Pharaoh had hardened his own heart; but from then on God hardened 

his heart.  Give specific reason why you think God did this.   

 

 

 

 

4. When Moses left Pharaoh after telling him about the last plague, why do you think Moses 

was so angry when he left? 
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Please read Exodus 12:37 – 13:22 

 

It had been a horrible night for the Egyptians.  Every 

first born person or animal had been killed across the 

nation; except in Goshen, where the Hebrews lived.  

The Hebrews had followed the instructions of the Lord to sacrifice an unblemished lamb and put its 

blood on the door posts of their houses.  That night, as screams of intense mourning resounded 

from every Egyptian home, the sons of Israel silently stayed in their homes as the death angel 

passed over them.  This was the first Passover.  The frightened and grieving Egyptians begged the 

Hebrews to leave.  Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, telling them to take their people and 

livestock and get out of Egypt immediately.  He screamed, “Go and worship your God!”    

 

Very early in the morning, a few hours after the death angel had made its way around Egypt, the 

Lord led His people out of Egypt, away from the bondage they had been under for hundreds of years.  

They were now going to travel to the land God had promised to give His people through Abraham.  

Moses recorded that 600,000 Hebrew men1 (over the age of 20), plus women and children left Egypt 

that morning.  Conservative estimates say there were probably up to 2-3 million Hebrews in the 

mass exodus. That means that in the 430 years they lived in Egypt, the Hebrew population grew 

from 75 to 600,000 men!  This was phenomenal, given the harsh treatment the Hebrews endured 

as slaves, especially under the Pharaoh’s during Moses’ lifetime.  

 

As if traveling with this many people, on foot, and through a desert was not cumbersome enough, 

they had brought all their livestock, which the Bible describes as a very large numbers of sheep, 

goats, and cows.  It also said a mixed multitude traveled with them.2  These were probably 

Egyptians or other nationalities, who decided to go with the Hebrews, since Egypt was in ruins.  We 

will see later on that these people would be called rabble, who had greedy desires and caused much 

strife and complaining among the people.3  So often the Lord tells us to be separate from those in 

the world, so they will not be an undue influence on us.  Yes, we are to be a light to the world, and  

 

                                                        
1 Exodus 12:37 
2 Exodus 12:38 
3 Numbers 11:4 
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we are to demonstrate the love of God; but it is human nature that bad company corrupts good 

morals.4   

 

Exodus 12:41  “And at the end of four hundred and thirty years, to the very day, all 

the hosts of the Lord went out from the land of Egypt.” 

 

There was another group that left Egypt with the Hebrews – the Lord’s hosts - His angels.  God 

had placed His heavenly hosts to protect and watch over His people; so when all of His people left 

Egypt, their angels went with them.  They had been assigned to look after the Hebrews, to be their 

guardian angels.  In the book of Daniel, we see the archangel Michael was placed over the land and 

people of Israel.5  Psalm 91:11 tells us that God “gave His angels charge concerning you, to guard you 

in all your ways.”  Even though we do not see them, we all have angels around us to guard us.  There 

is great spiritual warfare going on in the heavenlies that we are mostly ignorant of.  Frank Peretti 

wrote an interesting novel, This Present Darkness, which gives us a good glimpse of the warfare 

going on the spiritual realm.  Since we do not see it, we tend to ignore it.  But we are called to 

participate in this warfare through our prayers.  When we pray, we dispatch angels to do the will of 

the Lord.   In Exodus 12:51 we see the Lord bringing out His people in an orderly manner by their 

hosts, probably in groups according to which tribe (son of Israel) they were descended from.   

 

There was one more odd thing that Moses took with him on this journey out of Egypt – the bones 

of Joseph, probably in the form of a mummy.  Remember before Joseph died, he made his brothers 

and their sons promise to carry his bones back to the Promised Land. He knew God would one day 

return His people to Canaan, and he wanted to be buried there.6 

 

Exodus 12:14  “Now this day will be a memorial to you, and you shall celebrate 

it as a feast to the Lord; throughout your generations you are to celebrate it as a 

permanent ordinance.” 

 

God spoke to Moses about several topics that were on 

His mind, before the story resumed.  In Exodus 12 and 

13 God spoke about celebrating the feast of Passover 

in 52 of the verses.  God wants His people to celebrate this day every year for all eternity; so that 

future generations would know that God is their God who loves them, and who delivered them from 

slavery.  You can know that celebrating Passover is very important to God because He repeated this  

 

                                                        
4 1 Corinthians 15:33 
5 Daniel 10:13, 21; Daniel 12:1 
6 Genesis 50:24-26 
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message six times. 7  Remember when God repeats Himself, He does so to show us how important 

something is to Him.  Passover was fulfilled about 1500 years later when Jesus was crucified as the 

Passover lamb on the day of Passover.  His innocent blood was shed for all mankind, to be the 

atonement for our sins, allowing us to escape the penalty of death, and live for eternity with Him.    

 

 

Exodus 13:2  "Sanctify to Me every firstborn, the first offspring of every womb 

among the sons of Israel, both of men and beast; it belongs to Me.” 

 

Another topic the Lord repeated in this interlude was that all first born males belonged to God.  

He wanted His people to know that since He spared the first born of man and beast of His people, 

they were to be perpetually consecrated (set apart) to Him.  Firstborn sons were to become priests 

of God, until the tribe of Levi was later set apart for this service. The firstborn of clean animals were 

to be sacrificed to God.8  

 

 

Exodus 13:16  "So it shall serve as a sign on your hand and as phylacteries on your 

forehead, for with a powerful hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt." 

 

The final point God wanted to make very clear to His people before they got very far on their travels 

was that God was the one who brought them out of Egypt, and it was by His powerful hand.  It 

wasn’t Moses and Aaron who brought the people out of Egypt, it was God!  Four times in Exodus 13, 

God repeated the same phrase, “for with a powerful hand the Lord brought you out of Egypt.”9  He 

asked His people to write out what He had done in Egypt, all the miracles of the plagues and how 

God personally came and saved His people; and to place them in small boxes they were to tie to 

their bodies, so they would always remember what God did.   Ultra-orthodox Jews still wear these 

phylactery boxes today.   

 

 

Exodus 13:21  “The Lord was going before them in a pillar of cloud by day to lead 

them on the way, and in a pillar of fire by night to give them light, that they might 

travel by day and by night.” 

 

                                                        
7 Exodus 12:14, 17, 24, 42, Exodus 13:8,10 
8 Exodus 11:5-7, Exodus 13:2, 12, 15 
9 Exodus 13:3, 9,14, 16 
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God had a very unique way of leading His people, and there was no mistaking His presence.  He 

appeared in the daytime as a pillar of cloud, and then as a pillar of fire at night.  His people 

followed the pillar; and when it turned, they turned; and when it stopped, they stopped.  They were 

also able to travel day and night if necessary, because the pillar of fire would light the way.  God 

didn’t just send the pillars, but He was in them, in the form of Jesus.  He actually peeked out of the 

pillar of cloud and fire when the Egyptians showed up at the Red Sea, totally freaking them out!  

They knew it was the Lord and they tried to run away, but it was too late.   

 

Exodus 14:24-25  “At the morning watch, the Lord looked down on the army of 

the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and cloud and brought the army of the 

Egyptians into confusion.  He caused their chariot wheels to swerve, and He made 

them drive with difficulty; so the Egyptians said, Let us flee from Israel, for the 

Lord is fighting for them against the Egyptians." 

 

Please read Exodus 14-15:21. 

 

The Lord led His people out of Goshen (Raamses), 

east towards Succoth10 and then to Etham on the 

edge of the wilderness.11  He turned them south to 

Pi-Hahiroth, on the banks of the Red Sea.  Canaan was north-east of Egypt, not south.  The most 

direct route from Egypt to Canaan would have been along the coastal road along the Mediterranean 

Sea through the land of the Philistines, a trip that would take about two weeks.  But the Lord led 

them south.  WHY?   The Way of Horus was an established trade route that was heavily traveled, 

but also under constant surveillance by the Egyptian Army.   Over two million people and a huge 

amount of animals would have been very noticeable.  God might have led His people south into the 

deserts of the Sinai Peninsula to spare them from attack by the Egyptians or the Philistines.  He 

knew that if they faced war now, they would run back to Egypt.12   

 

God turned His people south for very specific reasons.  The first 

reason was to have one more showdown with Pharaoh.  He 

wanted His people and the Egyptians to know that He was the Lord.  

God gave very specific instructions to Moses to backtrack and camp before Pi-Hahiroth, between 

Migdol and the Red Sea.  They were to camp in front of Baal-Zephon, facing the Red Sea.  To anyone 

who could see their route, it would have looked like they were wandering aimlessly in the 

wilderness, and that they were trapped by the edge of the Red Sea.   

 

                                                        
10 Exodus 12:37 
11 Exodus 13:20 
12 Exodus 13:17-18 
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When Pharaoh heard that the sons of Israel were lost in the wilderness, God hardened his heart one 

more time, and Pharaoh came after them.13  He surrounded himself with 600 of his best soldiers 

and their chariots, along with all the other chariots, officers and soldiers in Egypt.  They found the 

Hebrews camped on the banks of the Red Sea.    

 

The sons of Israel were full of fear when they saw the entire Egyptian army blocking their only way 

of escape.  They cried out to the Lord, and then whined and complained to Moses about ever leaving 

Egypt.   Moses told them not to be afraid; but to be still and to be silent, for the Lord would 

fight for them.14   Full of emotion and some fear, Moses talked to God about their situation, and God 

told Moses to “stop yelling, and tell the people to start walking towards the Sea.”  He told Moses to 

raise up his staff and stretch out his hand over the sea, and it would divide. The waters of the Red 

Sea piled up like a wall on either side, and all night God’s people walked across the sea on 

dry land.15   

 

God had placed His pillar of cloud between His people and the Egyptians, until all the people got to 

the other side; to keep the Egyptians away and to obscure their sight of what was happening.  He 

also placed His pillar of fire to light the way for His people to walk through the Red Sea.  The next 

morning, the Egyptians saw what had happened and drove into the Sea in pursuit.  All of a sudden 

the army became very frightened and confused, driving in circles, because they saw the Lord 

peak out from the midst of the cloud.16  The soldiers knew it was the Lord and turned to run 

away, but it was too late. God told Moses to stretch out his hand over the Sea.  The walls of ocean 

water were released and crashed with great force and fury, completely destroying the entire 

Egyptian army.  God’s people would never again see Pharaoh and his army.  The Hebrews stood 

on the opposite bank in total amazement of their God.  They stayed for a time on the shore singing 

and dancing to the Lord!  Exodus 15:1-21 records some of the songs they sang.   

 

Exodus 14:31  “When Israel saw the great power which the Lord had used against 

the Egyptians, the people feared the Lord, and they believed in the Lord and in His 

servant Moses.” 

 

Please read Exodus 15:22-18. 

 

Another reason why God led His people south was to test their faith and 

obedience to Him.  God knew His people needed to be tested to see the 

power and faithfulness of God, so they would learn to trust Him in all  

                                                        
13 Exodus 14:4-9 
14 Exodus 14:10-14 
15 Exodus 14:15-16 
16 Exodus 14:24-25 
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circumstances.  There would be hard challenges when they got to the Promised Land, and they 

needed to grow in their faith.  They needed to be strong enough to stand firm against the influence 

of idolatry, and to valiantly fight the nations that were currently inhabiting the land.   

 

God loves His people with an AGAPE love.  This is a pure love that always seeks the best of 

the other person, even if that means hardships and trials.  God loves us so much that He will 

place difficulties in our path – tests and trials, to help us to understand His love and faithfulness 

towards us.  He also allows these hard times to break off the sinful parts of our attitudes and actions.  

God often sends correction, discipline, and rebuke to get us to repent and turn back to Him. He 

wants us to overcome all that hinders our understanding of His love for us, so we can be brought 

closer to Him. 

 

James 1:2-4  “Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 

knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. And let endurance have 

its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.”  

 

 

In the next three places God led His people to camp, they were tested.  They grumbled, complained, 

and quarreled.  But God, out of His faithful lovingkindness, provided for them every time.    

 

They left the joyous celebrations of the Red Sea and traveled through the 

wilderness of Shur for three days.  They had not found any water in those 

three days, and they were worried.  I am sure there were rumbles of 

complaining rippling through the people.  They finally stopped in Marah, which had water; but the 

water there was bitter, meaning it was harmful to drink.  The people grumbled, demanding 

Moses get them good water to drink.  Moses prayed to God, and the Lord showed him a tree that 

Moses was to throw into the bitter water.  As soon as he did, the water became sweet.  God told 

them this had been a test. He also made a conditional promise to them.  If they would listen and 

obey the voice of God, He would be their healer (Jehovah Rapha), and keep them from all the 

diseases He had put on the Egyptians.17   

 

The Lord led them to a delightful oasis called Elim, where there were 12 fresh water springs 

(possibly one for each tribe) and 70 date palm trees.  Dates are a sweet delicacy, so this was like 

finding a large candy store in the midst of the wilderness.  I am sure Elim was God’s original 

destination to camp after the Red Sea, but their fear and grumbling added an extra stop with bitter 

waters.  How often have you found yourself in a place of bitterness, complaining to God to change 

the very circumstances you had originally asked for? 

 

                                                        
17 Exodus 15: 22-26 
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They left Egypt on the 15th day of the first 

month of the Hebrew calendar.  One month 

later, they left Elim and traveled in the 

Wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Mt. Sinai.18  This was the place of their 2nd test.  The 

whole congregation (that means everyone), grumbled against Moses and Aaron while they 

were camped in the wilderness.  The word grumble means to murmur with discontent; to utter a 

low voice by way of complaint.  They accused Moses of bringing them out into the wilderness where 

they would starve to death.  They were in the middle of a desert, there were no restaurants, and no 

grocery stores.  Also, there were over 2,000,000 people to feed!  They complained that in Egypt they 

had meat and bread, but here they had nothing!  This was a dramatic over-exaggeration because 

they did have meat; they had a huge amount of livestock walking with them that could provide 

meat, milk, and cheese for them.     

 

But they did not have bread.  So God in His lovingkindness and sovereignty, provided bread for 

them every morning for 40 years, in the form of MANNA. 19  And even though they had meat, He also 

supplied quail for them.  He did this twice on their journeys, here in Exodus 16 and in Numbers 

11:4- 34; both times after they complained bitterly to Him.  

 

Exodus 16:4-5  “Then the Lord said to Moses, Behold, I will rain bread from heaven 

for you; and the people shall go out and gather a day's portion every day, that I 

may test them, whether or not they will walk in My instruction. On the sixth 

day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather 

daily."  

 

Moses assembled the people together and told them that God had heard their grumblings.  Then the 

Lord appeared in the pillar of cloud and spoke to Moses in the presence of all the people.  He said at 

twilight He would send meat, and in the morning they would be filled with bread.  He probably 

turned His face to the people as He said these words: “Then you shall know that I am the Lord your 

God!” 

 

That evening, flocks and flocks of quail came and covered the camp.  The next morning, a fine layer 

of dew covered the ground. When it evaporated, a fine white flakey substance was on the ground.  

The people said, “What is this?”  Moses said this is the bread the Lord has provided for you.  The 

people were instructed to gather each day an omer (a little over 3 quarts) for each person, and not 

any more.  There would always be enough for everyone if the people did as they were told.   But still 

some people took less and some took more.20  Any manna that was not gathered would melt when  

                                                        
18 Exodus 16:1 
19 Exodus 16:35 
20 Exodus 16:17 
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the sun grew hot.  They were to eat all of it that day and it would be the perfect nourishment for 

them.  The ones who disobeyed and saved some for the next day, found it foul smelling and full of 

worms.   

 

On the day before the Sabbath, God provided double the amount of Manna, and told everyone 

to gather two omers for each person.  They were to cook it all that day, so they would have food to 

eat on the Sabbath, when they were resting.  It would not spoil on the Sabbath.  These instructions 

were very clear, but some people showed up on the Sabbath day to gather manna, and there was 

nothing for them to eat.21  I am sure they had their excuses: “I didn’t hear that part, I forgot, I thought 

He was joking…”  But it all boiled down to disobedience, refusing to keep God’s commands and 

instructions.   

 

The house of Israel named this bread from God, manna. It was round like coriander seed, a lustrous 

white like a pearl, and it tasted like a cake made with honey.22  It could be baked like bread, or boiled 

like rice or pasta.   

 

The Hebrews ate manna every day for the 40 years they were in the wilderness.  When they 

got to the border of Canaan, the Promised Land, they were able to partake of the food of that land, 

and the manna stopped.23  It is interesting to note that the day the people stopped getting manna 

was the day after their 40th observation of Passover.   

 

An interesting side note – God told Moses to set aside an omer of manna and put it in a jar to be 

placed before the Lord throughout the generations.  This was to be a testimony of God’s faithful 

provision.  When the tabernacle was built, Aaron put the manna in a golden jar and placed it in the 

Ark of the Covenant.  Hebrews 9:4 lists the contents of the Ark of the covenant- a golden jar holding 

manna, Aaron’s rod, and the stone tablets of the 10 commandments.  It is amazing that this manna 

never went bad.   

 

God provided the quail so they would know that the Lord brought them out of Egypt, and He 

provided daily manna so they would see the glory of the Lord every morning!24 

 

The Lord led His people out of the wilderness of Sin to Rephidim.  

After they camped they realized there was no water to drink.  

The people came to Moses and quarreled and grumbled to him, 

accusing him of luring them to this place just to kill them and their children.  It is incredible they 

still did not trust the provision of God in their lives.  They had just gotten manna that morning, and  

 

                                                        
21 Exodus 16:22-30 
22 Exodus 16:31, Numbers 11:7 
23 Exodus 16:35, Joshua 5:10-12 
24 Exodus 16:6-7 
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now they were frantic!  Their grumbling even effected Moses.  You see his frustration in his words 

to God: “What shall I do with this people?  A little more (of this testing) and they will stone me!”25 

 

God was incredibly patient, and He did not get on the emotional train with Moses.  Instead He 

calmly gave him instructions on how to provide water for the people.  Taking some of the Jewish 

elders with him, Jesus told Moses to strike the rock He was standing on with his staff.  When Moses 

struck the rock, water came out for all the people to drink!  God renamed this place Massah and 

Meribah because His people quarreled with Moses and tested Him; questioning if He was really 

with them or not!   

 

A new test came into the lives of God’s people – they were attacked by 

Amalek.  He and his people were descendants of Esau; and they were a 

band of raiders who preyed on people who passed though the 

wilderness.  Moses appointed Joshua to be the leader in this battle.  He chose men to fight with him 

on the next day.  Moses stationed himself on a hill overlooking the battle.  When Moses held up his 

staff, Joshua and his soldiers prevailed.  Remember, Moses was an 80 year old man, and his arms 

tended to get tired from time to time during hits battle.  When his arms drooped, the Amalekites 

prevailed.  Aaron and Hur found a large rock for Moses to sit on; and then they stood on either side 

of Moses holding up his arms for the rest of the day.  As a result, Joshua and his men overwhelmed 

Amalek and his people.   

 

Moses had Aaron and Hur hold up his arms when he got tired.  This is a picture of the importance 

of having strong brothers and sisters in our lives; to encourage and strengthen us when we are 

weak.  It is important for each of us to be actively involved in fellowship with other believers, and 

to have an accountability partner to pray with on a regular basis. Unfortunately, many Christians 

think they can have a successful life all by themselves.  But this just lets the enemy have victory in 

their lives.  We need one another to help us fight the battles we face every day, because we all get 

weak and weary from the struggles in our lives. 

 

The Lord told Moses to write down this battle as a memorial of the defeat of Amalek.  God said it 

was His desire to “utterly blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven, and that He would war 

against Amalek from generation to generation”.26  This an interesting statement from God.  He 

would have war against Amalek, not His people?   Remember, Amalek was a descendant of Esau, 

who sold his birthright to satisfy his flesh.  Amalek is a representation of our flesh.  God has 

declared war on the fleshly nature of all mankind.  He desires to utterly blot out the power of the 

flesh over us.  That is why Moses named Him, Jehovah Nissi, the Lord is my Banner.  The Lord is 

over us in every war we fight against our enemies: the flesh, the world, and satan.  He is ever present 

to help us fight our battles, if we but let Him.   

                                                        
25 Exodus 17:4 
26 Exodus 17:14-16 
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Please read Exodus 19 

 

We have seen two of the reasons God had sent His people south into 

the wilderness of Sinai after they left Egypt.  He knew His people were 

not ready to face the rigors of taking the Promised Land, so God 

showed His power right in front of all of His people at the Red Sea; showing that no enemy was too 

powerful for Him to destroy.  Then He exposed the weakness of their faith in Him and their lack of 

understanding of His love and provision.  He lovingly provided for their needs even though they 

grumbled and complained.  Now God was bringing them to His original destination in the 

wilderness.   When God had met Moses at the burning bush, He told him that He wanted to meet 

His people face to face as He had with Moses on Mt. Sinai, so they would worship Him.  

 

Exodus 3:12   “And He said, ‘Certainly I will be with you, and this shall be the sign 

to you that it is I who have sent you: when you have brought the people out of 

Egypt, you shall worship God at this mountain.’" 

 

God originally spoke to Moses at the burning bush on Mt. Sinai, where He gave him instruction on 

asking Pharaoh to release His people from their bondage in Egypt. God told Moses that when His 

people come out of Egypt, they were to come back to this mountain, Mt. Sinai, to worship 

Him.  Ten times (in Exodus 5-12) Moses asked Pharaoh to let God’s people leave Egypt and go to 

the mountain of God to worship their God.  They were to sacrifice and serve their God there.  

Pharaoh would not let them go, until his first born son was killed.    He called Moses and Aaron that 

night and told them to “take all their people and possessions, and immediately leave Egypt, to go 

worship your God!”27 

 

Three months after God’s people left Egypt, they camped in front of Mt. Sinai, the mountain of God.28  

Moses immediately went up the mountain to talk to God.  God told Moses to tell His people if 

they would obey His voice and keep His covenant, they would be a special treasure to Him.29  Moses 

went down from the mountain and told the people what God said.  They all answered together and 

said, “We will do all the Lord has spoken.”   

 

Moses went back up the mountain to talk further with God.  God instructed Moses to have the 

people consecrate themselves; because in three days He would speak to Moses from a thick 

cloud, in the presence of all the people.  He was going to have this public conversation so the 

people would know that Moses spoke directly to God.  They would have to believe in this truth in 

order to survive their time in the wilderness.  In the coming years, most of the rebellions came from  
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questioning Moses’ leadership.  God also wanted to come down on Mt. Sinai in the sight of all the 

people, to be close to them.30  God told Moses to set boundaries around the base of the mountain so 

the people would not go up the mountain or even touch it.  If they did, they would die.   

 

On the third day, the people heard thunder and saw intense lightning coming from the mountain, 

and a thick cloud descended upon it.  Then the sound of a very loud trumpet was heard; causing the 

people to tremble in fear.  As Moses gathered the people to stand at the foot of the mountain, the 

entire mountain was covered in smoke, and the Lord descended upon it in fire.  The entire mountain 

shook violently and the trumpet grew louder and louder. As the intensity of the shaking increased, 

so did the sound of the trumpet.  Then a marvelous thing happened.  Moses spoke to God, and God 

answered him with thunder; calling him to once again come up the mountain.   

 

Moses and God chatted about the people, with God telling Moses to warn the people again to respect 

the boundaries God had set, and to remind the priests to consecrate themselves.    The same could 

be said to us.  As we get to know God more and more, do we sometimes get too familiar with 

Him and end up disrespecting Him? Do we forget that we are to live holy and consecrated lives 

as priests before Him?   

 

God told Moses to go down and warn the people, and then bring Aaron and come back up to talk.  

Mount Sinai is 6900 feet high and it takes someone in good shape about 3 hours to ascend.  This 

was Moses’ fourth trek up the mountain in less than a week.  Not bad for an 80 year old man.   

 

Why all these treks up the mountain to talk to God?  Remember down in the camp there were 

millions of people with many complaints.  Moses was constantly being interrupted dealing with one 

thing or another.  It was also a noisy place.  It would have been difficult to think, let alone carry on 

a conversation with God.  God called Moses to pull away from the people, to be alone with Him.  In 

these times of being alone together, God spoke His heart to Moses and gave Him detailed 

instructions.   

 

Often after ministering to the people during the day, Jesus would spend the night up on a 

mountain talking with God.  If Jesus felt the need to do this often, so should we.   

 

Matthew 14:23  “After He had sent the crowds away, He went up on the mountain 

by Himself to pray; and when it was evening, He was there alone.”  

 

God is Omni-present, He can meet with us anywhere.  But we are easily distracted, so we need to 

set aside times of quietly pulling away from our busy lives to be with God.  We can do this each 

day by reserving time to read God’s Word, to talk to Him, and to journal.  It is also good to pull away  

                                                        
30 Exodus 19:11 
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to attend retreats and conferences, where our entire focus is on God for a few days.  Just as 

important, but something we rarely do is to periodically get totally alone with God for several days 

or weeks, to block out all distractions so we can clearly hear from God.  These are all practical 

examples of going up the mountain to meet with God. 

 

 

Map of Travels from Egypt to Mt. Sinai 
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Wilderness 
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Digging Deeper into the Riches of God’s Word 

 
 

1. The Sons of Israel had seen God move on their behalf time after time, yet whenever they 

became a little fearful, complaints broke out across the camp.  List the fears of the people 

and how they manifested, at the Red Sea, Marah, the Wilderness of Sin, and Rephidim. 

 

How did God answer their cries?   

 

What can we learn about God’s character in the face of complaints and criticism?  

 

How have you behaved similarly? 

 

 

2. God called Moses to lead His people, and then He encouraged Him to appoint leaders under 

him to govern the people.  Read the following scriptures and write down what God says 

about us submitting to those in leadership over us.     

 

Ephesians 1:20-23 

 

Hebrews 13:17 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 

 

1 Corinthians 11:3 

 

1 Peter 2:18-20 (substitute boss for master) 

 

1 Peter 3:1-4 
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Please read Exodus 18. 

 

Shortly after God’s people 

arrived at Mt. Sinai, Moses had a 

surprise visit from Jethro, his 

brother-in-law.  He had heard rumors about what God had done for Moses and His people, and I am 

sure he wanted to hear the details directly from Moses.  Jethro was awestruck with all the details of 

the stories Moses shared with him about what God had done in Egypt and on their journey so far.  

Can you imagine his astonishment as Moses described the parting of the Red Sea, and then how the 

entire Egyptian Army was destroyed?  Do you think he had to give Jethro some Manna to get him to 

understand what it was?  And then explaining the strange cloud that became a pillar of fire at night?  

With all that he saw and heard, Jethro declared that the Lord was the greatest of all the gods.1  

He became a real believer of the One True God! 

 

 Jethro came to Mt. Sinai for two other reasons.  The first was to bring Moses’ wife, Zipporah, and 

their two sons back to him.  Before Moses made it to Egypt, he sent his wife and sons back home 

to Jethro.  Moses most likely sent her away after their traumatic first night on their trip to Egypt, 

when Zipporah circumcised their son (probably Eliezer, their younger son), to save the life of 

Moses.2   She returned to her home town and lived with her Midianite family for about six months, 

before she and her sons were reunited with Moses at Mt. Sinai.   

 

I have heard people say that it is permissible to divorce because Moses had divorced his wife 

Zipporah, when he sent her away.  But that is not the case.  Moses knew he had a very important 

and intense mission to undertake with God, and he did not need the distractions and doubts of his 

wife.  We also see how glad Moses was to be reunited with his family.  After his visit, Jethro returned 

back to Midian3, and Moses’ family stayed with Moses. 

 

Before we get into Jethro’s second reason for meeting with Moses at Mt. Sinai, let’s look at what the 

Word says about him.  When Moses had the encounter with the Burning Bush, he returned to Jethro,  

 

                                                        
1 Exodus 18:11 
2 Exodus 4:24-26 
3 Exodus 18:27 

Jethro Comes to Visit 
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his father-in-law to seek permission to go to Egypt with his family.4  When Jethro came to Moses at 

Mt. Sinai, Exodus 18 named him as Moses’ father-in-law thirteen times.  To be a father-in-law to 

Moses meant he was the father of Moses’ wife Zipporah.  But we saw at the beginning of the meeting 

of Moses and Zipporah, her father was named Reuel.5   

 

Numbers 10:29  “Then Moses said to Hobab the son of Reuel the Midianite, Moses' 

father-in-law, We are setting out to the place of which the Lord said, I will give it to 

you; come with us and we will do you good, for the Lord has promised good 

concerning Israel."  

 

Reuel, the Midianite, was Moses’ father-in-law.  He had a son named Hobab whom Moses asked to 

travel with them when they left Mt. Sinai because he was even more familiar with the land they 

were going into than Moses.  An interesting note, in Judges 4:11, this same man is called Moses’ 

father-in-law.   

 

Moses only had one wife – Zipporah, so Moses could not have had three fathers-in-law.   I believe 

that Reuel was Zipporah’s father, and Jethro and Hobab were her brothers.  Jewish tradition 

shows that the oldest male in the family was considered the family’s patriarch.  Thus, whoever was 

the oldest male in the family was given the designation of Zipporah’s father and Moses’ father-in-

law.  Moses was 40 when he met Reuel, and 80 when Jethro was called his father-in law; so most 

likely Reuel had died in those years that Moses was in Midian.  Jethro might have died sometime 

during the 11 months Moses was at Mt. Sinai, making his younger brother, Hobab the patriarch of 

the family.   

 

Now to the last reason for 

Jethro’s visit to Moses.  On 

the 2nd day of his visit, Jethro 

noticed that Moses spent all day settling disputes between the people, and prophesying to 

them.6  This gave him no time to be with God or his family.  Jethro told Moses this was not a good 

way to spend his time; “This task will wear you out - it is too much for you to bear alone.”   

 

You can imagine all the misunderstandings that would arise between the 2-3 million people who 

now lived together in very close proximity to one another; and who were so often full of 

complaining and grumbling.  It is understandable that they were often unsettled by their 

surroundings.  They were used to living in houses in the midst of the greatest empire in the world.  

Yes, they had been slaves, but they were used to living in the city, where they could get what they 

                                                        
4 Exodus 4:18 
5 Exodus 2:18 
6 Exodus 18:14-16 

Godly Leaders Chosen 
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wanted at the market.  But now they were camping in a desert in the middle of no-where; not 

knowing what to expect in the future.  Yes, they knew they were heading to the Promised Land, but 

they had no idea what that looked like, how long that would take, or what they would face each and 

every day.   

 

Jethro gave Moses great advice on how to be a more effective leader to the people; so he would be 

able to endure the task God had given him, to lead His people to the Promised Land.  He wisely 

perceived that Moses’ main responsibilities were to be the people’s representative before 

God, to intercede for them, and to teach them how to please God by walking in His ways.    

Jethro suggested Moses appoint men of great character to minister directly to the people, to deal 

with their needs and disputes.  These men, first of all, were to reverence God, be men of truth, 

and hate dishonest gain.  These should be the criteria for all leaders in the church, government, 

and business! 

 

Jethro gave Moses the same advice we see in the book of Acts.  The followers of Christ had grown to 

be very large in number, and it was taking all the disciples’ time to see to their needs, and they were 

neglecting their duties of prayer and the ministry of the Word.  They chose men of good reputation, 

full of the Holy Spirit, and of wisdom; who could look after the needs of the people.7   

 

 

Please read Exodus 20-23. 

 

Jethro’s wise counsel was vital for 

the well-being of Moses and for all 

the people.  God had much He would 

share with Moses about how His people were to live their lives, as a holy people, consecrated to 

the Lord.  They were to be a very special and treasured people, different from the rest of the 

people in the world.  If Moses had been too busy ministering to the people to make his time with 

God a priority, he would have missed out on being the conduit for God to share His desires for His 

people.   

 

Intertwined in the story of Moses and God’s people heading to the Promised Land, God gave His 

people very specific commands and ordinances which Moses wrote down in the books of 

Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.  Even though these books share the history of 

His people, they also share God’s desire for His people to live holy lives before Him, so it would be 

well with their souls.  These books, along with Genesis, form the Pentateuch, the books of the Law, 

or the Mosaic Covenant - the covenant God made through Moses with His people.   

 

 

                                                        
7 Acts 6:1-6 

Ten Commandments 
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Nehemiah 9:13  "You came down also on Mount Sinai, and spoke with them from 

heaven, and gave them just ordinances and true laws, good statutes and 

commandments.”  

 

God called all His people to the base of Mt. Sinai to speak to them.  He started with 10 rules or 

commandments that He expects all His people to follow.   

 

1. Have no other gods beside Me 

2. Do not make any idols, and do not worship or serve them 

3. Do not take My name  in vain 

4. Remember (observe) the Sabbath day, and keep it holy 

5. Honor your parents, that your days may be prolonged and it will go well with you 

6. Do not commit murder 

7. Do not commit adultery 

8. Do not steal 

9. Do not lie 

10. Do not covet – want what others have 

 

The first four commandments have to do specifically with our relationship with God, and the last 

six deal with our relationships with one another.  A well-educated man came up to Jesus one day 

when He was speaking in the Synagogue, and asked Him what He thought was the greatest 

commandment. 

 

Matthew 22:36-40  "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?  And 

He said to him, you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 

your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the great and foremost commandment.   

The second is like it, you shall love your neighbor as yourself.  On these two 

commandments depend the whole law and the prophets."  

 

There are a lot of commands, ordinances, and precepts in the Old Testament, but Jesus condensed 

the whole law down to these two:  loving God with all our heart, soul, and mind; and loving 

others as we love ourselves.  In a parallel verse, Jesus said that these two commands are much 

more important than all the burnt offerings and sacrifices that are commanded and explained in the 

law.  If we do these two commands, the Kingdom of God is with us.8 

 

 

                                                        
8 Mark 12:28-34 
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So if all God’s commands could be condensed down into two, why did He carefully and 

meticulously give many more laws to His people?  The answers can be found in the free will that 

God gave to all mankind, and the flesh that we dwell in.  Our fleshly nature never likes to be told 

what to do, so it rebels against the commandments of God.  God knows what is best for us, but He 

will not be a dictator controlling our every move and thought.  Out of His love for us, God lets us 

choose what we want to do.  But also out of His love for us, He gave His law to us, as guidelines and 

boundaries for our lives.  Following His commands will bring great blessings and peace into 

our lives.  God loves us with an Agape Love, one that always seeks the best for us, even if we don’t 

think He is going about it the right way.  The reason we don’t think God works all things together 

for our good,9 is because our flesh is complaining all the time.  We must trust the sovereign power 

and love of God.  The more we love God10 and the more we practice walking in obedience to 

Him and His commands, the more we will realize they are not a burden.  They truly are for our good! 

 

1 John 5:3  “For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His 

commandments are not burdensome.”  

 

Before we became Christians, we knew we would have to change our lifestyle to be a believer; 

counting the cost made us hesitate, sometimes for years.  But after we asked Jesus into our lives, 

something happened, and a complacent attitude took over. We started saying, “It doesn’t take all 

that.  I can do anything I want and God will still accept me.”  How can that be?  We are to be holy as 

God is holy.11  We should take great delight in obeying God’s commands, instead of ignoring them.  

God is calling us to walk in holiness.  He is returning for a bride without a spot or a wrinkle (that 

means no sin).12  We must live lives exemplified by pureness and holiness.  In order to do that, we 

must know what is required of us by God!  We must live lives in obedience to Almighty God, 

knowing that He truly is omniscient, and omnipotent.  God knows what is best for our lives and He 

is working all things out for our good and His glory! 

 

When the people heard God speak these commandments, they trembled in fear and walked away 

from the base of the mountain. They begged Moses to be a go-between with them and God, 

because they were too afraid to talk to God directly.13  You know that had to have hurt God’s 

feelings.  His whole desire for mankind from the moment He created us was to have intimate 

fellowship with each and every person.  Now the people were saying they didn’t want this.  They 

would be content to have Moses talk to God, and then tell them what He said.  Moses realized right 

away that the people had it all wrong.  He told them that God spoke these words to them directly so 

they would not sin.   

                                                        
9 Romans 8:28 
10 John 14:15 
11 Leviticus 20:26, 1 Peter 1:16 
12 Ephesians 5:27 
13 Exodus 20:18-19 
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God is holy, and sin separates us from Him.  As much as He loves us, He cannot fellowship with 

sinners.  God knows that we are sinful creatures, so He gave us His laws and commandments to 

teach us right from wrong.  We don’t need to be taught how to sin, but we do need to be taught 

how to live holy lives.  We will see in the unfolding of God’s commandments and ordinances, that 

He made provision for us when we sin.  In the Old Testament, atonement for our sins was mainly 

through the sacrifices and rituals surrounding the Tabernacle. This was the Old Covenant.  In the 

New Testament, it is only through the precious blood that Jesus Christ willingly shed for us, making 

atonement for all our sins - past, present and future.  This is the new Covenant.   

 

Hebrews 9:15  “For this reason He (Jesus) is the mediator of a new covenant, so 

that, since a death has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that 

were committed under the first covenant, those who have been called may receive 

the promise of the eternal inheritance.” 

 

You might say, we are under the New Covenant, why do we need to study the Old Covenant with all 

its laws and rules?  Didn’t Jesus come to abolish the old law?  No, Just the opposite!  Jesus said that 

He did not come to abolish the Law and the words of the prophets, but to fulfil them!14  He 

gave strict warnings to those who do not teach the commandments of God, and great blessings to 

those who do. 

 

God knew man’s creative nature and propensity to make idols with our hands; so He repeated His 

command to not make images of other gods.15   He even said they were not even to build stone 

altars out of cut stones, but only to use stones found in their natural state.  He knew that if we were 

allowed to cut stones, we would soon be carving images onto them, and then carving them into 

images.  He made this command very clear, because pagan man since the time of Cain and Nimrod 

had created, carved or painted images of their gods.  We must be very careful of all the images we 

allow in our homes (in the various forms of art, décor, books, and music), and on our bodies 

(clothing, jewelry, and tattoos).  God wants us to honor and glorify Him at all times, and not the 

enemy.  God warned His people over and over again to not entertain or serve the gods of the nations 

around the world; because if we do, they will ensnare us.16  In fact, in Exodus 23:13, God says we 

should not even to speak the names of other gods.  We must be on our guard at all times to 

devote ourselves only to the One True God!17   

 

One of the ways to do this is to know what God expects 

from His people.  Exodus 21 starts with, “these are the  

                                                        
14 Matthew 5:17-19 
15 Exodus 20:23-25, Deuteronomy 4:15-24 
16 Exodus 23:32-33 
17 Deuteronomy 4:31-40 

Ordinances 
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ordinances which you are to set before My people”.  The Hebrew word for ordinance is mishpat, 

which means a judicial verdict or judgment.  God knew what the nature of the disputes would be 

with His people, so in many chapters of the Pentateuch, God gave his people guidelines for how 

to deal with various situations that might arise in relationships with one another.   God knows 

that evil still exists on this planet, so He gave ordinances for what to do when bad things happen; 

whether they were accidents or intentional.   

 
He gave ordinances for what to do if you injure or kill someone (accidentally or on purpose), what 

to do if you cause a miscarriage, or if your animal injures or kills a person or another animal.  We 

know in the Ten Commandments we are not to steal, but when someone was caught stealing, what 

punishment or restitution should there be?   There were ordinances to help those who needed 

justice; whether they were sick, poor, oppressed, slaves, widowed, or orphaned.  God went on to 

say that we are not to pervert justice by giving a false witness against anyone, or to take a bribe. 

Over and over in the Bible, God tells us that He requires us to do justice, love kindness, and walk 

humbly with Him. 

 

Micah 6:8  “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require 

of you but to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”  

 

Other ordinances and statutes in Exodus and Leviticus addressed the defilement that comes with 

the sexual sins of rape, homosexuality,18 bestiality19, adultery, harlotry, and sorcery.20  Leviticus 20 

gives very intense punishments for these sins, usually death or banishment.    Why is God so severe 

in His commands for these sins?  These are sins that defile the body, the temple of the Holy God.  

They all tie us to someone or something else, which interferes with our relationship with others 

and with God.  God knows how strong a hold these sins have on mankind, and He wants to have a 

strong deterrent to help His people make the right choices.   

 

Another ordinance that was repeated twice was to not expose a blood relative’s nakedness.21  This 

was not about accidently seeing a close relative naked, but about having sexual relations with them.  

Up until this time, it was okay to marry a close relative; but not anymore.  Approximately 2500 

years had passed since the creation of man, and now the gene pool had many mutations.  Over time 

the physical or mental weaknesses of parents can sometimes be magnified in their children, so it 

was no longer a good idea to have children with close relatives.   

 

                                                        
18 Leviticus 18:22 
19 Leviticus 18:23 
20 Leviticus 19:31; Leviticus 20:6 
21 Leviticus 18 and 20 
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God also gave several laws that scientists have now discovered are for our good.  We were told not 

to eat animals that have been killed by other animals.22  Once the microscope was discovered, 

scientists discovered many dangerous microscopic bacteria, parasites, and viruses that rapidly 

multiply once an animal dies.  God designated some animals as clean, and okay to eat and offer 

as sacrifices; and others as unclean, unfit to eat.23  An example of an unclean animal is a pig.  

Scientists have found that there is a hardy parasite that frequently inhabits the muscle walls of pigs.  

Even when that animal dies, the parasite doesn’t; because it forms a hard covering around itself.  

But once that meat is eaten, the hard shell breaks open and then multiplies greatly, living in the 

intestines of humans; causing them all kinds of problems. Today processes are done to the pork to 

destroy these parasites before they go to market.  Another interesting fact is that God ordained that 

baby boys were to be circumcised on the 8th day after they were born.  Doctors have found they 

feel less pain and heal faster on that day.24  

 

In many passages, God gave commands to farmers to let their fields have a Sabbath rest.25  Every 

seven years, a field was not to be planted, but to lay fallow.  This would allow the nutrients in the 

soil to be replenished and rebalanced.  Today we use chemical fertilizers to do this, but the crops 

do not taste as good and they are not as good for our bodies either.   

 

Leviticus 26 shares a prophecy from God saying if His people do not give the land a Sabbath rest, 

He would make sure it rested.  In the time of the kings of Israel, for 490 years, the Hebrews did not 

observe this command.  They missed seventy years of letting their fields rest.  One of the reasons 

God allowed the Babylonians to invade Israel and remove almost all the people from the land, was 

to give the land its needed rest.  Daniel was one of the captives taken to Babylon, and when he read 

this prophesy and realized he was living it out, He went into a time of fasting and prayer.  He realized 

the 70 years was drawing to a close and his people had not repented of their sins against God.26 

 

Leviticus 25:18  'You shall thus observe My statutes and keep My judgments, so as 

to carry them out, that you may live securely on the land.”  

 

All throughout the giving of the laws in the Pentateuch, God gave wonderful promises for 

obedience.  Throughout their long journey in the wilderness on the way to the Promised Land, and 

even when they inhabited the Land, God would continually remind His people of His laws.  But along 

with the promised blessings, He also gave stern warning about the consequences that come 

with disobedience.  Some of these seem very harsh in the light of our politically correct society, 

but God is very serious about sin and disobedience.  He knew that if sin went unpunished and  

                                                        
22 Exodus 22:31 
23 Leviticus 11; Leviticus 20:25; Deuteronomy 14:8 
24 Leviticus 12:2-3 
25 Exodus 23:10-12; Leviticus 25: 2-7,20-22 
26 Leviticus 26:40-45 
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unchecked, it would spread throughout all the people; bringing them hopelessness and despair as 

they were living apart from Him. 

 

Please read Exodus 24. 

 

After God finished speaking His 

commandments and ordinances, 

Moses went before all the people 

and went over each command one by one.  The Hebrew word for telling the people is “saphar”, 

which means to be a scribe or a teacher.  Moses took the time to make sure they understood what 

God was asking of them.  When the people heard and understood the commands of God, they all 

answered with one voice and emphatically said, "All the words which the Lord has spoken, we 

will do!"27  Moses then took the time to write down all that God had spoken.  He then got up early 

the next day and built an altar to God at the foot of Mt. Sinai, and all the young men brought animals 

to sacrifice to the Lord on the altar.  Moses read the Book of the Covenant, the law, to all the people, 

and again they said, "All that the Lord has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient!"  After 

they declared their obedience to God, Moses took some of the blood from the sacrifices and 

sprinkled it on the people, declaring this is the blood of the covenant, which was a seal of the 

covenant which the Lord God had made with them. 

 

Twice God’s people said they would walk in obedience to all the Lord had commanded.  If 

they had understood how seriously God takes our promises, they would not have been so quick to 

speak.   

 

Numbers 30:2  "If a man makes a vow to the Lord, or takes an oath to bind himself 

with a binding obligation, he shall not violate his word; he shall do according to all 

that proceeds out of his mouth.”  

 

The Hebrew word for vow is neder, meaning a thing promised to God, as an offering.  Webster’s 

dictionary defines a promise as a declaration, written or verbal, made by one person to another, 

which binds the person who makes it, either in honor, conscience or law, to do or not do certain 

specified acts.  This vow gives to the person to whom it is made, a right to expect the person to do 

what they said they would do.  Our vows, the words we speak of our intentions to do something, 

bind us with a binding obligation.  We become tied or yoked to our vows.  Let us be very careful 

with our words; and when we say yes, let’s stick with yes.28  If we are unsure if we can keep the 

vow, it is best to stay quiet and not make a vow!  When we do not keep our vows, we bring about 

an evil effect, which displeases God and degenerates our character.   

                                                        
27 Exodus 24:3 
28 Matthew 5:33,37 

Promised Obedience 
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Ecclesiastes 5:4-7  “When you make a vow to God, do not be late in paying it; for 

He takes no delight in fools. Pay what you vow! It is better that you should not vow 

than that you should vow and not pay. Do not let your speech cause you to sin and 

do not say in the presence of the messenger of God that it was a mistake. Why should 

God be angry on account of your voice and destroy the work of your hands? For in 

many dreams and in many words there is emptiness. Rather, fear God.”  

 

After Moses came down the mountain after hearing God’s laws, and after the people twice vowed 

to obey, an amazing thing happened.  God asked Moses, Aaron and his two sons Nadab and Abihu, 

along with 70 Elders of Israel, to come up on Mt. Sinai.  These 73 leaders walked up Mt. Sinai 

with Moses to meet with God.  I doubt they said much to each other, but I can just imagine their 

thoughts were all over the place as they were walking on this holy ground.  When they got to the 

top of the mountain, they all saw God face to face, and even shared a meal with Him!29 

 

God instructed Moses to once again come up on Mt. Sinai, this time he was to spend forty days 

with Him.  During that time, God said He would give Moses two stone tablets with His Law and 

Commandments written on them for the instruction of His people.  Joshua accompanied Moses part 

of the way, and then waited for him to return.  Moses told the elders that Aaron and Hur would be 

in charge in his absence.  During this time on Mt. Sinai, the Lord gave Moses detailed instruction for 

the building of His tabernacle, and for the celebration of three feasts He wanted His people to always 

celebrate.   We will go over these in detail in the next few chapters.  The glory of the Lord rested 

upon the mountain as a cloud and a consuming fire that all the people could see.   

 

 

God expects us to live holy lives, acceptable to Him; and 

when we do, we live in the grace of His blessings.  We 

are happiest when we walk in a holy lifestyle, and 

we are also the most free!  We are not under the bondage of sin and the condemnation of the 

enemy, we are not under the bondage of the world and our flesh.  We are FREE!  That is what the 

Lord desires for all of us, and He is grieved when we do not live this way.  He gives us His law, 

commands, ordinances, precepts – His Ancient Paths for us to follow, so it will go well with us.   

 

Jeremiah 6:16  “Thus says the Lord, Stand by the ways and see and ask for the 

ancient paths, where the good way is, and walk in it; and you will find rest for your 

souls.  But they said, we will not walk in it.” 

 

                                                        
29 Exodus 24:9-11 
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Will we walk in His Ancient Paths?  Oh, so often our flesh convinces our free will to turn from the 

ancient paths the Lord sets for us.  We see over and over again times when God’s people said yes to 

God and His ways, but then turned away from Him.  But we also see in His Word, that out of God’s 

Agape love for us, He will do all that is necessary to get us back on His path.  This comes through 

the trials of correction, rebuke, chastening, and even very painful situations the Bible calls 

scouring!30  We must know that God always starts with the least severe form of correction; and if 

we repent and truly turn, He will stop and cleanse us of our unrighteousness.31  But if we do not, He 

will have to use more severe trials to bring us back into fellowship with Him.  We are sinners, and 

we will all sin.  But God is always faithful, and He will lead us back to His ways, if we but ask!  

 

Psalm 89:30-33 "If his sons forsake My law and do not walk in My judgments, if 

they violate My statutes and do not keep My commandments, then I will punish 

their transgression with the rod and their iniquity with stripes. But I will not break 

off My lovingkindness from him, nor deal falsely in My faithfulness.”  

 

 

  

                                                        
30 Hebrews 12:5-11 
31 1 John 1:19 
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Digging Deeper into the Riches of God’s Word 

 

 

1. Psalm 119 extolls the magnificence and power of God’s Word, and what He requires of His 

people.  David used many different words for His law, the ancient paths.  There are nine 

words repeated frequently in this psalm to give a different shade of meaning to God’s 

Word.  Write them down, look up the Hebrew word, and then the definition of each word 

in Strong’s and Webster’s.    The word “Word” in one of the ten. 

 

 

2. Leviticus 19 gives many more ordinances that coincide with the basic law of the Ten 

Commandments.  Read through Leviticus 19 and write down the ordinances which deal 

with justice, and then the ones which deal with the Ten Commandments.   

 

 

3. What do you think is the oddest ordinance or command in Leviticus 19? 

 

 

4. In the New Testament, Jesus expanded the definitions of the Ten Commandments, holding 

His followers to a higher standard.  In Matthew 5:21-48, six times Jesus said, “You have 

heard it said (in the Mosaic Law), but I say to you…”    

 

What does Jesus say about each of these expanded commands, and then list what Ten 

Commandment they fall under?   

 

 

5. Please read Leviticus 25:8-17.  Write down what this law is saying in your own words, and 

why you think it is a law. 
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When Moses went up on Mount Sinai for forty days to spend time with God, they talked about the 

Ten Commandments and the laws God required His people to follow; but He also gave Moses 

detailed plans for a structure He personally designed to be His dwelling place in the midst of His 

people.  Two chapters in the Bible are devoted to the creation of everything in the universe and 

everyone on our planet; yet over fifty chapters are devoted to the Tabernacle.  In them we can find 

detailed construction plans, descriptions of materials and décor, and instructions for the use of the 

Tabernacle.  These can be found primarily throughout Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 

Deuteronomy.  I have come to realize that when there is this much written in God’s Word about 

something, it is very important to God. 

 

Exodus 25: 8  “Let them construct a sanctuary for Me, that I may dwell among 

them.” 

 

God desired His people to build a physical structure for His manifest presence to reside, and to be 

evident to all.  The Tabernacle was first erected while Moses and the Israelites were still camped at 

Mt. Sinai, at the beginning of their second year1 of their forty years of wandering in the wilderness 

after they left Egypt.  It was designed to move from place to place as God led His people to fresh 

grazing spots for their herds.  For almost five hundred years, the Tabernacle served as a place for 

God to dwell among His people and a place where His priests could fellowship with Him.   

 

When the Promised Land was inhabited by God’s people, and at peace, God allowed King Solomon 

to build a permanent building in Jerusalem to be a dwelling place for God’s presence.  The Temple 

was designed with the same plans, but stone and gold covered cedar replaced the fabric walls of the 

Tabernacle.   

 

Many Christians have never heard a sermon about the tabernacle, so why should we study the 

tabernacle?  As we have already seen, God placed great importance on His Tabernacle, and so 

should we.  God designed His tabernacle to be His dwelling place among His people, and we 

will also see that through the offering of sacrifices, sins would be forgiven, and the people would 

offer sacrifices to express their thanksgiving and worship to God.   

                                                        
1 Exodus 40:17 
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It is even more relevant for us as believers in Jesus Christ.  Every part of the Tabernacle 

foreshadows Jesus’ redemptive work in our lives.  God has always desired all men and women 

to abide in close intimacy with Him.  God’s purpose for all believers is for our bodies to be a temple 

of the living God, to carry His Presence.   

 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20  “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the 

Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?    

For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.” 

 

We must set our hearts and souls to seek the Lord, to carry His presence in our bodies.  This does 

not just happen; it takes diligence, step by step to dwell in the fullness of the Almighty.  Just as 

God gave the Israelites precise plans and specifications for His Tabernacle, we can use that same 

blueprint to guide us in the building up of our bodies to be holy and acceptable to God; so His Spirit 

can dwell within us in all the fullness He desires.    When we become His tabernacle, we will behold 

His beauty and dwell in security and great joy, always singing praises to the Lord. 

 

Our Sovereign God had led His people through 

the wilderness of the Sinai Peninsula for three 

months.  He would lead them with the pillar of 

cloud by day and pillar of fire by night.  Whenever the pillar stopped, the people would also stop 

and set up camp.  God gave orderly instructions for how His people were to camp.2  The camp was 

spread out over 12 square miles, with everyone setting up their tents in the same place.  They were 

like a wandering city.  Each time they camped, they did not have to figure out where they were to 

pitch their tents, or where their family and friends were.  Can you just imagine the chaos if everyone 

could pick where they wanted to camp, and the arguments that would arise?   

 

The Tabernacle was placed at the center of the camp.  It served as a visual reminder to Israel 

that God was with them, and they served the true and living God.  Surrounding the Tabernacle 

were the tents of the Levites (tribe of Levi) and their families.  Moses and Aaron were camped 

to the East of the Tabernacle, with the sons of Kohath to the South, the sons of Gershon to the West, 

and the sons of Merari to the North.   

 

On the next row of families were all the twelve tribes, divided into three per side, with one 

tribe being the leader.  On the east side behind Moses and Aron were the tribes of Judah, Issachar, 

and Zebulun, with Judah as the leader.  To the south were the tribes of Reuben, Simeon, and Gad, 

with Reuben as the leader.  The tribes of Ephraim, Manasseh, and Benjamin were located to the 

west, with Ephraim as the leader.  The remaining tribes of Dan, Asher, and Naphtali, with Dan as 

the leader, were located to the North of the Tabernacle.  

                                                        
2 Numbers 2 

Camp Overview 
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The tabernacle was a very distinctive structure.  Instead of 

being made of dusty skins like the tens of the Hebrews, it was 

enclosed with beautiful white linen curtains; supported by 

sixty wooden columns covered in bronze and capped with silver.  These columns were spaced 5 

cubits apart, with a silver bar on top to hang the curtains.  Overall the curtains were 100 cubits long 

and 50 cubits wide, and 5 cubits high. 3  These curtains acted as a barrier between God and man.   

 

A note about the measurements used in describing the tabernacle and its contents.  The Old 

Testament uses the cubit as a measurement of length.  A cubit was based on the span of an average 

man’s arm from the tip of his middle finger to his elbow.  When they finally standardized the length 

of a cubit, it was set at 18 inches.  This gives us the overall dimensions of the Tabernacle court as 

150 feet long, 75 feet wide and 7½ feet high; with columns placed every 7½ feet.   

 

Inside the white curtained walls, the people could see a structure called the Tent of Meeting that 

rose 15 feet high, twice the height of the outer walls.  It was a wooden building 15 feet wide by 45 

feet long.  It was topped with 4 layers of fabric and animal skins: the inner lining was of blue, purple, 

and red embroidered linen, the next layer was woven goat hair, followed by ram skin which was 

dyed red, and all of this was covered with porpoise skin to keep out the rain.4  In the day time, the 

pillar of cloud hovered over the Tent of Meeting toward the back of the Tabernacle; and at night, it 

was a pillar of fire.  The pillar, the manifest presence of God, originated from inside the Tent 

of Meeting, through all four coverings, and then came out for all to see.  Have you ever thought 

about how a cloud could go through these four layers?  And how could a pillar of fire go through 

them, and yet not burn up these very flammable materials?  Only by the miraculous power of 

Almighty God!   

 

Moses asked the people to donate materials to build the tabernacle.  

He asked them for: gold, silver and bronze; fabrics of white, red, 

purple, and red linen; goat hair, ram skins, porpoise skins; acacia 

wood; oils and spices for incense and anointing oil; and precious gem stones.5  He also asked the 

skilled craftsmen to offer their services to do: carpentry; metal work; weaving and sewing of fabrics; 

and mixing of oils and incense.6  God then filled Bezalel and Oholiab with the Spirit of God in wisdom, 

understanding, and knowledge, so they could oversee the tasks of the various workmen and 

artisans who would be needed to construct and prepare the Tabernacle for the Lord.7  Bezalel and 

Oholiab had very prophetic names.  Bezalel means “in the shadow of Almighty God”.  As important 

as the Tabernacle was to God, you know that He was very close to Bezalel during the entire building 

process.  The Word says that the Holy Spirit filled him with the necessary knowledge he needed to  

                                                        
3 Exodus 27:9-15 
4 Exodus 26:1-14, 36:8-19 
5 Exodus 35:4-9 
6 Exodus 35:10-19 
7 Exodus 31:1-11  

Tabernacle  
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build God’s house.  Oholiab’s name means “the tent of his Father”; and he was given the task of 

constructing God’s Tent of Meeting. 

 

Skilled and anointed craftsmen whose hearts were stirred to work on the Tabernacle came to 

Bezalel to volunteer their talents and time.  The people were so glad to give; and soon so many 

people gave contributions and offered to help that Moses had to tell them to stop giving.8  They had 

more than enough.  What God gives us, we must be willing to freely give back to Him!   

 

The scriptures record some of the quantities of metals needed for the tabernacle.9  The amount 

(weight) of gold used in the Tent of Meeting was 29 talents and 730 shekels.  A talent was equal to 

3000 shekels; and a talent of gold was equal to 120 pounds.  A little math is needed to see that they 

gathered around 2929 pounds of gold!  Today that much gold is worth over 59 million dollars.  

They used about 100,054 pounds of silver, worth over 2 million dollars.  They also used 8500 

pounds of bronze and brass, valued at 34 thousand dollars.  They donated about 50 tons of metal 

for the Tabernacle, and they still had more in their possession.  That is a lot of metal that they had 

carried around. 

  

The amount of fabric that was woven and then sewn by hand is unbelievable. God gave very detailed 

dimensions and sewing instructions for the fabric hangings.  Every detail was very important to 

God.   In today’s way of purchasing fabric, they would have needed 340 yards of white linen, or 

around 17 bolts.  There was also the blue, purple, and red woven linen.  They used 38 yards for the 

entrance to the Tabernacle Court, and then 356 yards that were embroidered with golden cherubim 

for the two veils and the inner covering in the tent of meeting.  They would have had to weave a lot 

of goat hair to make 330 yards of goat hair fabric!    

 

You might be wondering where the Hebrews got all these materials and metals to build the 

Tabernacle.  They had been slaves for several hundred years in Egypt, and whatever money they 

did have went towards food and shelter, not gold and silver, and fine linen.  Also, they were in the 

middle of a barren desert.  But remember, when they left Egypt, and the Egyptians gifted them 

lavishly with silver, gold, and clothing. 

 

Exodus 12:35-36  “Now the sons of Israel had done according to the word of Moses, 

for they had requested from the Egyptians articles of silver and articles of gold, and 

clothing; and the Lord had given the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so 

that they let them have their request. Thus they plundered the Egyptians.” 

 

 

                                                        
8 Exodus 36:3-7 
9 Exodus 38:24-31 
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God knew what they would need to build His tabernacle and where to get it.  What makes us 

think He cannot provide for all our future needs? 

 

All of us are sinners, and 

we start our lives 

separated from God’s 

presence - outside the Tabernacle.  Ever since God formed us in our mother’s womb, He has called 

us to “come close to Him”.10   If we are honest with ourselves, we have to admit that we heard His 

cry to come to Him, out of the deep longing that arises from deep inside all of us.  The desire to find 

love and rest for our souls is universal to all mankind.  God built this need into each one of us, and 

only He can satisfy it.  It takes most of us a while to answer His call, because our ears are more 

attuned to the deceiver of old, and we sought relief for our wounded hearts in ways other than God.   

 

Jeremiah 29:11-13  “For I know the plans that I have for you, declares the Lord, 

plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.  Then you 

will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you.  You will seek 

Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart.” 

 

God has plans for each one of us, and they are for our welfare!  The word welfare in Hebrew is 

shalom, and it means peace, safety, happiness, health, prosperity, favor, rest.  God’s intentions from 

the very beginning of time have been to look after each one of His children with great favor, care, 

and love.  Yet so many people think God wants to bring calamity, misery, distress, and injury to our 

lives.  We must come to know and understand that God is love and His love is directed toward us!  

Our sinful state has separated us from God’s love, but once we repent and accept Jesus Christ 

as our Savior we have the promise that nothing can separate us from his Love, nothing at all!11  

 

On the east side, across from Moses’ tent, 

was a beautiful fabric gate which was the 

only entrance into the tabernacle.  It was 

30 feet wide, divided into four separate panels. These curtains contrasted with the white curtains 

because these are woven of red, purple, and blue linen, making the entrance obvious to all.12  You 

will only see these three colors used in the Tabernacle, making me believe these are God’s favorite 

colors.   

 

The Tabernacle of God represents the divine pattern for approaching God.  When we are 

outside the Tabernacle we are separated from the presence of God.  As soon as we accept Jesus  

                                                        
10 Jeremiah 1:5 
11 Romans 8:38-39 
12 Exodus 27:16 

Outside the Tabernacle 

One Narrow Gate 
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Christ as our Lord and Savior, we are invited to come into the Tabernacle through the one narrow 

gate.   Just as there is only one way into the tabernacle, there is only one way into the Kingdom 

of God, into His family.   

 

John 14:6  “Jesus said to him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes 

to the Father but through Me.” 

 

The one way into the Tabernacle is narrow.  Of the four hundred fifty feet of walls surrounding 

the tabernacle, only thirty feet make up the entrance, and even that is divided into four sections, so 

only one person could enter at a time.  God’s Word tells us that “the gate is small and the way is 

narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it”.13  Choosing Jesus Christ as our Savior is a 

personal choice, one we must enter into by ourselves.  

 

Salvation is but the first step we take into the fullness of God’s presence in our lives, and into 

the fullness of His magnificent plan for our lives.  God wants us near, and His heart is breaking over 

our distance from Him.  We talk about Him, we talk to Him (but not with Him); and we sing praises 

to Him - but we are so far from Him.  Why are we keeping this distance between us?  God wants us 

close so He can whisper in our ear to give us comfort and to lead us in our lives, manifesting His 

love to us.  

 

This single entrance led to the Tabernacle Court, where 

people would come to bring offerings to God.  Inside this 

courtyard, there were two items: the bronze altar and the 

brass laver.  The Tabernacle Court was an open courtyard in the shape of a rectangle; 100 cubits on 

the north and south sides, and 50 cubits on the east and west sides.14  That makes it 150 feet long 

by 75 wide, about half the size of a football field.  With many people and animals milling about, this 

courtyard was a noisy and dusty place.  The air was filled with the smell of smoke, which came from 

a large bronze item, called the Bronze Altar.  It was the first item seen when entering the Tabernacle.  

  

The purpose of the Bronze Altar was for animal sacrifice.  The practice of animal sacrifice originated 

in the mind of God, and was intended to provide atonement and forgiveness for sin so mankind 

could approach Him.   

 

Romans 3:23   “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. “  

 

 

                                                        
13 Matthew 7:13-14 
14 Exodus 27:18 

Bronze Altar 
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God knows that we are not perfect as He is perfect, and we will sin.  Our sins separate us from our 

Holy God.  Animals were sacrificed as a substitute for man’s sins, to make atonement for our sins 

and to keep us from being separated from God.   The first sacrifice was actually performed by God, 

when He killed animals to make a covering for Adam and Eve after they sinned in the garden.15   

 

After they sinned they realized they were ashamed of their nakedness, so God killed animals and 

made clothing out of their skins for Adam and Eve.  There had never been any death in the Garden 

of Eden, so the death of these animals to cover their shame was to show them how serious their sin 

was.  God had His people sacrifice to atone for their sins 2500 years before He finally had 

Moses write down His clear and detailed instructions, which are woven throughout the many 

chapters that deal with the Tabernacle.  

 

The Bronze Altar was the largest object in the Tabernacle.  It was placed in the outer court just 

inside the doorway.  It was made of acacia wood, a tree commonly found in the deserts in the Middle 

East, and overlaid in bronze.  The altar measured 7½ feet square and 4½ feet high.16  There were 

bronze rings placed on two sides, into which long bronze covered poles were placed, so the altar 

could be carried when the Tabernacle was moved.  This altar had a bronze grate that could hold 

large amounts of logs to be burned. There were bronze horns placed on each of the four corners to 

tie the sacrifice.  

 

Psalm 118:27  “Bind the festival sacrifice with cords to the horns of the altar.”  

 

This was the place where animals would be sacrificed to atone for sin.  They were killed and their 

blood was put on the four horns of the altar.  All or part of the animal was burned on this altar.  The 

person offering the spotless animal was then declared righteousness.  The bronze altar was 

always open to repentant Israelites so they could be forgiven of their sins, and once again draw near 

to God.    

 

There were many different types of sacrifices God’s people offered to Him on the Bronze Altar.  It is 

valuable to study these, and then see how they relate to us today. The Bible has two main categories 

of sacrifices: Sweet Offerings which are given out of love and respect to God; and Non-Sweet 

Offerings which are given as part of our repentance and to atone for our sins.   

 

There were three main sweet offerings: Burnt, 

Grain, and Peace Offerings.  With burnt 

offerings, animals were offered continually to 

remind the people of their consecration to God.  The entire animal was burned. Rich people  

                                                        
15 Genesis 3:21 
16 Exodus 27:1-8, 38:1-7 
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brought bulls, middle class brought lambs or goats, and the poor brought doves or pigeons. Burnt 

offerings were symbolic of unconditional surrender to God.17    

 

Grain or meal offering were grain mixed with olive oil and frankincense or baked into unleavened 

bread was offered to God.  Part was burned as a sweet aroma to God’s nostrils and part was given 

to the priests to eat.  These offerings were an expression of thanksgiving and recognition of 

God’s sovereignty over them.18   

 

With peace offering, animals were sacrificed, but only the fat and the kidneys were burnt.  The 

meat was given to the priests to eat.  This was symbolic of our reconciliation and fellowship with 

God, and the ensuing peace that He brings to us.19   

 

The two main types of non-sweet 

offerings were sin and trespass 

offerings.  With sin offering, an 

animal is killed; its blood is sprinkled in front of the Holy of Holies seven times, smeared on the 

horns of the altar of incense (we will talk about this altar in a later chapter), and on the horns of the 

Bronze Altar.20  “It is the blood that makes atonement for the soul”21. The fat and kidneys were then 

burned on this altar.  The rest of the animal was taken outside the camp and completely burned.  

This offering was a substitute to make atonement for sin. 

 

With trespass or guilt offering, an animal is killed and its blood is sprinkled on the inside of the 

Bronze Altar.  The fat, kidneys and rump were totally burned, and the rest of the meat was for the 

priests to eat.  This offering was to offer satisfaction and reparation for wrongs committed 

against God or others.22  If the person offering this sacrifice sinned against another person, they 

were first to offer restitution and then bring this offering before God.23  

 

The sacrificial system foreshadowed the perfect sacrifice to come.  We do not need to offer 

animal sacrifices on the Bronze Altar today because Jesus was the ultimate sacrifice for our sins.  

We are declared righteous once for all time by the blood shed by Jesus on the Cross for our sins.   

Even though our sins, past, present, and future are forgiven by the atoning blood of Jesus Christ, we 

still have a responsibility to repent of these sins.  The altar of the church is always open for us 

to go before God and repent.  The altar gives us cleansing so we can have access and fellowship with  

 

                                                        
17 Leviticus 1 
18 Leviticus 2 
19 Leviticus 3 
20 Leviticus 4 
21 Leviticus 17:11 
22 Leviticus 5 
23 Matthew 5:23-24 

Non-Sweet Offerings 
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God.   We can offer up these same five offerings when we come to the altar of our churches 

today: 

 When we confess our sins and ask for forgiveness, we are offering up sin and trespass 

offerings.   

 Burnt offerings can be seen when we commit to living a consecrated lifestyle of fasting and 

separation from the sinful pleasures of the world.   

 When we thank God for His sovereignty in our lives, that He is all powerful, all knowing, all 

loving; we are offering Him a Grain offering.   

 Peace offerings are when we trust God in all things, and He gives us His peace. This comes 

from a lifestyle of seeking to know God. 

 

Romans 12:1-2 “Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present 

your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 

service of worship.  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 

the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which 

is good and acceptable and perfect.”   

 

How can we be a living and holy sacrifice?  The 

first way is to put to death any sinful 

lifestyles we may have.24  When we accept 

Jesus into our hearts as our Savior, we do not automatically become perfect people who please God 

with all the things we choose to do; nor are we downloaded with an instruction manual of what is 

displeasing to God.  So how do we know what is sinful so we can put these sinful lifestyles to death?  

The Word of God makes it very clear the lifestyles that are pleasing to God and those that are 

not.  Also the Holy Spirit lives in all believers and He whispers in our hearts what we are to 

do.  We must take the time every day to read our Bibles, to study the word of God with others to 

learn and be accountable, and attend church services to get trained in righteousness.  We do not 

naturally revert to righteous lifestyles when we accept Jesus Christ, it is a discipline we must 

all embrace to get closer to the Lord.   

 

The second way we can be a holy and living sacrifice is to choose to deny our flesh.  When we 

accept Christ as our Lord and Savior, our flesh now becomes our enemy instead of our friend.25  It 

declares war on our new nature and does all it can to get us to turn away from God.  Do you have a 

friend who got upset when you became a Christian and tried to lure you back into your old sinful 

lifestyles?  You flesh is just like that, and if we give into it, we will not please God.  We must exercise  

 

 

                                                        
24 Colossians 3:5-9 
25 Romans 8:6-8, 13 
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self-control in all things, just like an Olympic athlete training for a race, so we will not be disqualified 

from the race God has for us to run with Him.26  

 

The third way we can be a holy and living sacrifice is to love God with all our heart and soul and 

strength.27  When we love God this way we cannot walk in the evil deeds of the flesh, but in the fruit 

of the Spirit.  God desires us to live a lifestyle of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.28  Notice how the deeds of the flesh are plural, but the 

fruit of the Spirit is singular.  We are to have all of these fruits evident in our life.  Again these are 

not fully developed in us at the moment we asked Jesus into our lives, but they are attributes of God 

that He will develop in our hearts as we walk this life with Him. 

 

Ephesians 5:1-2 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; and walk in 

love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a 

sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.   

 

Before we explore any more of the tabernacle, we must talk about the 

Levites; the men God had chosen and set apart to minister to Him.   

Every part of the tabernacle from now on concerns the priests; so we must 

gain a better understanding of their lifestyle and responsibilities.  As believers in Jesus Christ, we 

need to know that God has chosen us to be His priests, and to proclaim how wonderful God is 

to those who do not know Him.29  He is calling us to come closer to Him, out of the court of the 

Tabernacle and into the Tent of Meeting, His very Presence, to minister to Him.  Only the Priests 

were allowed to do that.   

 

2 Chronicles 29:11  "My sons, do not be negligent now, for the Lord has chosen you 

to stand before Him, to minister to Him, and to be His ministers and burn incense."  

 

The Levites were to stand before the Lord to minister to Him (worship), to be His ministers (teach 

His Word), and to burn incense (prayer).  This is to be our responsibility also.  We must be 

strong in all three areas of worship, teaching the Word of God, and Prayer.  If we are strong in only 

one area, we are not as stable as we could be if we were strong in all three.  Think about the 

unstableness of a unicycle or even a bicycle; yet a tricycle with three wheels is very stable.  There 

must be a balanced focus on all three of these areas in our lives as priests to the Lord.    

 

                                                        
26 1 Corinthians 9:24-27 
27 Mark 12:30 
28 Galatians 5:14-26 
29 1 Peter 2:9 
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The Levites were chosen by God from the tribe of Levi, one of the twelve tribes of Israel.  They were 

selected by God to be set apart from the rest of the tribes.  Every man from the tribe of Levi between 

the ages of 25 and 50 served as priests to the Lord;30 and they were the only ones who could be 

priests.31 

 

Numbers 8:14  "Thus you shall separate the Levites from among the sons of Israel, 

and the Levites shall be Mine.”  

 

God spent over twenty chapters giving detailed instructions to His priests as to how they were to: 

 Be ceremonially cleansed and consecrated32  

 Take care of the tabernacle 

 Minister to God 

 Offer sacrifices 

 Set up and take down the tabernacle 

 

Whenever God had His people move from one location to another, He gave very precise instructions 

for how the Tabernacle was to be taken down, moved, and then set up again, and who was to do 

each part.  Aaron was the high priest, so it was his family’s duty to cover the items in the 

Tabernacle and insert the poles so they could be carried.  Then they would oversee the rest of the 

move.   The sons of Gershon were responsible for moving all the curtains, veils, and coverings.  

The sons of Merari was in charge of the taking down, moving, and setting up the structure of the 

tabernacle and the tent of Meeting; including the pillars, boards, sockets, rods, and cords.  The sons 

of Kohath were responsible for carrying the Bronze Altar, the Brass Laver, the Table of Showbread, 

the Golden Lampstand, the Golden Altar, and the Ark of the Covenant.  These items were to be 

carried on poles, not placed on a cart.33  As you can see, each Levite had their own responsibilities, 

and all were important.   

 

King David listed some of the duties of the Levites.34   Some were to oversee the work of the temple, 

to offer sacrifices, to cut and haul the wood for the altar, to purify and cleanse the utensils and 

grounds, and to prepare the incense and anointing oil.  Other Levites were gatekeepers and 

watchmen. These mighty men of valor were warriors who would guard the holy place and the high 

priest as soldiers and prayer warriors.  Others were officials and judges, in charge of the internal 

and external affairs of Israel.  Other duties were to take care of the tithes that were gathered in the 

treasury and distributed among the Levites. Some Levites were musicians and singers, prophets,  

                                                        
30 Numbers 8:24-25 
31 Numbers 3:6-10 
32 Exodus 29:1-46, Leviticus 8 
33 Numbers 3-4 
34 1 Chronicles 6, 9, 23-28 
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counselors, scribes, tutors, and counselors to the King.  And still other Levites oversaw the land and 

all the livestock on the land where the Levites dwelt. 

 

There were three main divisions of Levites: Levites, Priests, and the high Priest.  Levites were 

employed in manual service, as in bringing wood and other necessaries for the sacrifices, and 

carrying the parts of the tabernacle when camp moved.  The Levites also sang and played musical 

instruments. They were subordinate to the priests. 

 

Priests were chosen out of the best of the Levites to draw nearer to God to worship Him; to offer 

sacrifices and minister to the Lord in the Tabernacle.  They filled the lampstand and made sure it 

was always lit, changed the showbread, and burned incense night and day.  They were men who 

had no physical defect and were physically fit.  They were to be ethical and blameless in their 

community, and in their homes with their wife and children.  They had to be men of compassion for 

the people, as they were continually offering up prayers for them.  They cleansed themselves daily 

in ceremonial washing; and were clothed in white linen, signifying purity and righteousness.   

 

The High priest was from the lineage of Aaron.  He was a man set apart and sanctified as most holy.  

He was the only one who could enter in to the Holy of Holies once a year to offer atonement for the 

sins of all the people.  He wore a tunic of white linen, covered with an Ephod with purple, red and 

blue linen, with gold threads woven throughout.  Onyx stones were placed on his shoulders with 

the names of the tribes engraved on them. He wore a Breast Plate with twelve precious stones 

placed in it to represent the twelve tribes. This breast plate had a pocket inside for the Urim and 

Thummim, something that resembled dice, which were used in seeking divine counsel and guidance 

from God. 

 

All Levites, no matter their responsibilities were to be holy, consecrated, and dedicated to God.  

Levites were to be cleansed, presented to God, qualified for His service, separated for the Lord, given 

wholly to the Lord, to make atonement for the people, and to keep all the Lord’s commandments.35  

They had many responsibilities, but God was to be their number one priority.  They were to 

walk worthy of the Lord in all humility, gentleness, patience, forgiveness, bearing fruit in every good 

work and increasing in the knowledge of God.36  

 

In the years between King Solomon and Ezekiel, many priests went astray and followed idols, 

because the kings did evil in the sight of God.  Instead of cutting the Levites off, God reassigned their 

responsibilities.  Those who rebelled were to have oversight of the gates and slaughter the burnt 

offerings.  They were not to come near to God to serve Him as a priest, but they were to minister to 

the people.37  But the Priests, the sons of Zadok, who kept faithful to God, were told to “come near  

                                                        
35 Numbers 8 
36 Colossians 1:10, Ephesians 4:1-2 
37 Ezekiel 44: 10-14 
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to Me to minister to Me”.  They were the only ones who were allowed to enter God’s sanctuary, to 

be in His presence.38   

 

I do not know about you, but since we are all to be priests to the Lord, I want to be in the group 

that ministers to God.  But specifically, how do we do that?  The simple answer is to spend quality 

time with God.  We do this when we worship Him for who He is and what he has done for us; 

worshipping Him out of honor and a thankful heart and not out of duty or tradition.  We minister to 

God by reading and studying His Word to get to know more about Him, and asking the Holy Spirit 

to illumine the Scriptures for us.  Another great way to minister to God is through prayer; having 

conversations with Him where we share our hearts with Him, and He shares His heart with us.  God 

loves to have meaningful conversations with us.   

 

We, the priests of the Most High God, live in a foul and filthy 

world.  God wants us to be holy, pure, and consecrated; yet 

still live in this fallen world.  This makes no sense!  How can 

we live on this planet and be holy?  We cannot.   We open up an email and things pop up; TV is full 

of violence and filth; secular music is played at malls, sporting events, and restaurants that are full 

of sexual immorality and obscenities; store displays in the month of October…  Jesus knew this 

would be a problem, and that is why He prayed and continues to pray for us: 

 

John17:11-18   I am no longer in the world; and yet they themselves are in the 

world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name which 

You have given Me, that they may be one even as We are… I do not ask You to take 

them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one.  They are not of the 

world, even as I am not of the world.  Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is 

truth.  As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world.      

 

God’s plan for His holy people living in an unholy world is sanctification. Webster’s defines 

sanctification as: to cleanse from corruption, to purify from sin, to make holy by detaching the 

affections from the world and its defilements.  Sanctification is patterned in the Brass Laver in 

the Tabernacle. 

 

The Brass Laver is briefly described in just a few verses in Exodus.39  It is a large circular wash 

basin filled with water.  The basin was made of brass, set on a bronze base.  Some versions of the 

Bible say it was made of bronze, and the Hebrew word means copper, or mixed metal used in 

making coins.  Bronze is an alloy, made from a mixture of copper and tin.  Brass is also an alloy, 

made from copper and zinc.  Brass is a softer metal than bronze, making it easier to shape and to  

                                                        
38 Ezekiel 44: 15-16 
39 Exodus 30:17-21 
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cast.  Bronze has a dull finish, where brass can be shinned to a mirror finish.  The scriptures say the 

metal for the laver came from mirrors the women brought with them from Egypt,40 so I feel that the 

correct metal is brass.   Since the laver was made from highly polished pieces of metal, the priests 

could look into the mirrored surface of the laver to make sure they were clean.  The bronze base 

lifted the laver up out of the filth of the ground.  With all the details given for the sizes of everything 

in the tabernacle, no size was ever mentioned for the brass laver.  It was located in the Tabernacle 

courtyard between the bronze altar and the entrance to the Tent of Meeting.41 

     

The Brass Laver was to be used only for the cleansing and purification of the priests who would 

be going through the Veil into the Tent of Meeting to minister to God.  They needed to clean 

their hands of the blood of the sacrifices and their feet from the dust of the ground.  They were to 

wash off the defilement from their hands and feet before entering the inner tabernacle to serve and 

worship God.  This cleansings was very important to God.  He told them they would die if they came 

through the Veil and into the Tent of Meeting dirty! 

 

Exodus 30:20  “When they enter the tent of meeting, they shall wash with water, 

so that they will not die; or when they approach the altar to minister, by offering 

up in smoke a fire sacrifice to the Lord.”  

 

If we as priests desire to minister to the Lord, we must symbolically approach the Brass Laver 

for sanctification.  Every day we are covered in the filth of this world.  As we walk each day, we are 

covered with the dust of the ground; the dust we kick up (our sins) and the dust others kick up 

(those who sin against us).  We must be spiritually, mentally, and physically clean before we enter 

God’s presence.  

 

Remember when Jesus washed the feet of His disciples, and Peter asked the Lord to clean his whole 

body instead?  What did Jesus tell him?  He said, if you have already bathed (accepted Jesus as 

Savior, your sins are washed clean), you only need to have your feet washed (sanctification) to be 

completely clean.42  Too many times we walk around in condemnation thinking we are totally filthy, 

when in fact we just need to wash our feet and hands in the brass laver.   

 

The bronze altar was for our justification; the brass laver was for our Sanctification.  

Sanctification is the daily process of ongoing repentance and forgiveness, asking the Holy Spirit 

to wash us from our sins and the offenses of others.  When we encounter things that want to defile 

us, we must ask the Holy Spirit to erase these things from our mind.  Sanctification is an on-

going process in our lives. It begins at salvation, when we enter through the one gate, asking Jesus  

                                                        
40 Exodus 38:8 
41 Exodus 40:7 
42 John 13: 6-10 
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Christ into our hearts.  Only by the atoning work of Jesus’ blood on the cross (altar), we are 

recognized as holy in God’s eyes.  Each day we must come to Him and ask to be sanctified.  This 

involves repenting of our sins and asking for God’s forgiveness.  As we daily separate ourselves from 

sin by calling upon the Holy Spirit to cleanse our minds and bodies from the filth of the world, He 

will continue the sanctification process.   

 

Remember how I said there was no size given for the brass laver?  That speaks to the limitless 

cleansing power of God.  Because of His love for us and His desire to draw us closer and closer, He 

is faithful and patient to cleanse us over and over again, without limit!  We must know that every 

time we come to the Lord in repentance, He is faithful and He will forgive our sins.43  He desires us 

to be a sanctified vessel for honor, useful and prepared for good works.   

 

2 Timothy 2:19-21 “…The Lord knows those who are His, and everyone who names 

the name of the Lord is to abstain from wickedness.   Now in a large house there 

are not only gold and silver vessels, but also vessels of wood and of earthenware, 

and some to honor and some to dishonor. Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself 

from these things, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified, useful to the 

Master, prepared for every good work.”   

 

The process of sanctification involves a partnership between Almighty God, Jesus Christ, the Holy 

Spirit, and us.   

 

 God shows us our sin 

 Jesus cleansed us from our sins by His sacrifice on the cross 

 The Holy Spirit applies the truth of the Word in our lives and leads us in righteousness 

 We must walk out these truths, voluntarily separating ourselves from the world, our flesh, 

and sin 

 

 

Most of the work of sanctification has been done for us.    Do we desire to honor God by separating 

ourselves from the world we live in, or are we more desirous of its sinful pleasures?  God lets us 

choose; but we must know there are glorious blessings when we choose sanctification, and painful 

and sometimes tragic consequences when we choose to satisfy our flesh!   

  

                                                        
43 1 John 1:9 
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Digging Deeper into the Riches of God’s Word 

 

 

1. What was God’s main purpose for having His people construct the Tabernacle?   

 

 

2. What New Testament scripture says our bodies are to be a temple of the living God, a vessel 

to carry His Presence?   

 

 

3. What were the physical uses for two items in the outer court we studied in this lesson? 

 

 

4. What is the spiritual significance of these same two items in our lives today? 

 

 

5. The New Testament speaks of another kind of washing, Baptism, which is a symbolic 

washing.  Read Matthew 3:11.  What is the difference between the two baptisms in this 

scripture?   
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Please read Exodus 36-37. 

 

God asked His people to build a sanctuary for Him, where He would dwell with them.  He gave Moses 

detailed instructions for building the Tabernacle and all the furniture that would be in it.1  Moses 

asked skilled craftsmen to build it to the Lord’s exact specifications.  It is recorded in 43 verses 

that the work was done “just as the Lord had commanded Moses”.2  When God asks us to do 

something for Him, He wants us to obey Him completely; not take shortcuts, and not add to His 

plans.  He has purpose for everything He does and asks us to do! 

 

The skill of Bezalel and Oholiab, and the other artists and 

craftsmen became more evident in the Tent of Meeting, which 

the Bible also called the Holy Place or the Inner Court.  This 

inner structure was constructed of wooden panels covered in gold.  The walls and ceilings were 

then covered with curtains made from red, blue, and purple woven linen, with cherubim 

embroidered in gold thread.  Remember, cherubim are large guardian angels, always ready for 

battle.   

 

There were two veils in the Tent of Meeting.  The first one was the only entrance, and it was 

woven of red, blue, and purple linen; hung between gold covered poles and fastened with golden 

hooks.3  The second veil was made of the same fabric, but embroidered with golden cherubim.  It 

provided the one way into the Holy of Holies.  Only the High Priest one day a year, on the Day of 

Atonement, was allowed to enter through this veil to meet with God.   

 

Every item in the Tent of Meeting was either covered in gold or made from solid gold, whereas 

the things in the Outer Court of the Tabernacle were made with bronze, brass, or silver.  Gold is a 

pure metal, not mixed with other minerals or metals.  You will notice that the closer we get to 

God, the more pure our words, actions, and thoughts will be.  God desires us to be pure vessels 

to carry His presence. 

 

 

                                                        
1 Exodus 25:8-9 
2 Exodus 25:9, 40; Exodus 39 
3 Exodus 26:36-37, 38:37-38 
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Everyday priests would go into the Tent of Meeting to minister to God and to pray for the 

people.  Before the priests would go through the veil, they would cleanse their hands and feet in 

the Brass Laver.  They would look at their reflection in the mirror-like sides of the laver to make 

sure they were completely clean.  Inside the front section of the Tent of Meeting there were 

three golden items: the Lampstand, the Table of Showbread, and the Altar of Incense.  This room 

was very beautiful and inviting, with the rich fabrics and golden items reflecting the light all over 

the room. This room was filled with a relaxing soft light; giving the Tent of Meeting a warm and 

intimate feeling, which was a sharp contrast to the very public Outer Court.  

    

The Tent of Meeting was illuminated by 

one light – the Golden Lampstand; which 

was located to the left as you came into 

the room, on the south wall.4    The Lampstand was made out of one piece of solid gold.  It was not 

made in a mold, but hammered and sculpted into its shape and form.  It was covered with groups 

of almond blossom cups, knobs, and flowers.  It had seven branches coming from a central column, 

with cups on top where the wick and oil was placed, and then lit.5   

 

The lampstand was very large, probably 4 ½ feet tall, and 

it was very heavy.  It was made of 1 talent of pure gold, 

which is about 120 pounds. You can imagine how difficult 

this would be to carry when the Hebrews moved to a new 

location.  The Lampstand was also a very valuable piece of 

art.  Just the gold alone today would cost over two million 

dollars.   

 

This light was never to go out, so one of the priests would 

fill the oil reservoirs and trim the wicks every morning and 

every evening.  The oil used was a clear oil made from 

beaten olives.6  Without this light, the only light in the Holy 

Place, the priests could not see to minister to the Lord at 

the Table of Showbread and the Altar of Incense. 

 

The Golden Lampstand represents many things in our lives today.  First of all, as with in 

everything in the Tabernacle, we need to see how it relates to our Savior.  Jesus told the people in 

His generation that He was the Light of the world!  When we follow Him, we will have this light 

with us, and we will never walk in darkness.7  Darkness is a scary place, one that brings confusion 

and despair to all who are in it.  The Bible tells us as we get closer to the time of the Lord’s victorious  

                                                        
4 Exodus 26:35 
5 Exodus 25:31-39, 37:17-24, Numbers 8:1-4 
6 Leviticus 24:2 
7 John 8:12 
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return to earth, the world will get darker with each passing day.  We will need the light that Jesus 

offers more than ever before!   

 

Just as Jesus daily shines His light for our path, we too are to be lights in the growing darkness.  We 

are to glorify Jesus in our bodies.  When we give someone glory, we are to reflect back their 

character.  If Jesus is light, we are to reflect light back to the world.  We must lay aside all deeds 

of darkness (sin) and be a tool of light in God’s hands.8 

 

2 Corinthians 4:6 “For God, who said, ‘Light shall shine out of darkness’, is the One 

who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God 

in the face of Christ.”  

 

The olive oil in the Lampstand represents the Holy Spirit in the lives of all believers.  

Revelation 4:5 gives us a glimpse of the throne room in heaven.  There were seven lamps burning 

before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God. These point to the seven branches of the 

Golden Lampstand.  Isaiah 11:2 gives us a possible glimpse of the seven Spirits.  We start with the 

Holy Spirit, who is given to be a helper to all who call upon the name of Jesus Christ as their Lord 

and Savior.   Then we see the Spirit of Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel, Power, Knowledge, and the 

Fear of the Lord.  When we have these Spirits lit up in our being, we walk in the brilliance of 

the calling He has called us to.   

 

In the beginning of the book of Revelation, Jesus is walking among the Lampstands, commenting on 

their deeds.  John tells us that the seven lampstands represent the church.9  God has a purpose 

and plan for all His churches – to be a light in the world, to draw the lost to seek and to find the Lord, 

and to carry out acts of kindness and justice to the widows, orphans, and the poor.  All too often, the 

church becomes self-consumed, caring about making a name for itself in the world.  They water 

down the Word of God to make the requirements of God mere suggestions.  They focus on growing 

their congregational numbers, and having popular programs and messages; but not on teaching 

their members the truths of God’s love and requirements.  God wants all people to come to know 

Him as the lover of their souls, and then to grow in a personal relationship with Him.  But if they do 

not live and teach the truth of God’s Word, and if they do not repent of their sinful ways, and return 

to their first love, God will remove their lampstand.10 As the time draws near for our Lord Jesus to 

return, let us “be dressed in readiness, keeping our lamps lit.”11 

 

 

                                                        
8 Romans 13:12, Ephesians 5:8-17 
9 Revelation 1;12,20 
10 Revelation 2:5 
11 Luke 12:35 
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Isaiah 60: 1-3 "Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has 

risen upon you. For behold, darkness will cover the earth and deep darkness the 

peoples; but the Lord will rise upon you and His glory will appear upon you. Nations 

will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.”  

 

 

The next item in the Tent of Meeting 

was the Table of Showbread.  This 

was a 3’ wide x 18” deep x 28”high 

table made of acacia wood, covered with pure gold.  A decorative band of gold went around the top, 

forming a raised edge on the table.  There were golden rings attached to each corner that held gold 

covered poles to carry the table when necessary. Golden platters and cups were made to go with 

this table.12   

 

Each Sabbath, eight priests took part in the ceremony to place fresh bread on this table.13  A loaf of 

bread was provided by each of the twelve tribes every Sabbath, as part of their weekly 

offering. Two priests would go and gather the bread made from the finest ingredients and made by 

the best baker in each tribe.  They would carry the loaves of bread on two golden trays.   Once the 

bread was gathered, the two priests would be joined by six other priests at the Brass Laver.  There 

they would cleanse their hands and feet, to prepare to minister to the Lord.   

 

Four priests would enter the Tent of Meeting: two would be carrying the twelve loaves of bread and 

two would be carrying hot coals from the bronze altar in small shovels, and frankincense in small 

golden cups.  They would stand on one side of the table.  Then four other priests would enter and 

stand on the other side.  The priests would all nod to each other in agreement.  Two of the priests 

put their hands on the two golden plates that were already on the table and removed them, while 

at the same time the fresh bread was placed on the table.  They would work in such harmony to 

make sure there was always bread on this table.   The word showbread means “the bread of the 

face” or “the bread of presence”, because it was to be before God continually.   

 

The priests who brought in the frankincense sprinkled a little of this white powder on the fresh 

bread.  Then they took the burning coals and put them on the Golden Altar of Incense, and sprinkled 

the rest of the frankincense over them.14  As the white smoke rose to the ceiling, a very pleasant 

aroma of balsam (pine) would fill the Tent of Meeting. 

 

 

                                                        
12 Exodus 25:23-30 
13 Leviticus 24:5-8 
14 Leviticus 24:7 
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The eight priests would then offer up prayers to God, and sing praises to worship Him.  After 

a while, one in the 2nd group of priests who had the older bread, broke the bread and offered each 

of his fellow priests a large piece.  Another priest poured each of the men a glass of wine to 

drink with their bread.15  This would be a lovely time of fellowship with each other and the Lord.  

They would share their struggles and their joys in this safe and intimate place.  After they had eaten 

all the bread, they reluctantly gathered up the golden bowls, shovels, and cups and left the Tent of 

Meeting.   

 

The Golden Table of Showbread points to several things.  It is where communion started – eating 

the bread and drinking the wine.  Jesus is the One who fulfilled this ritual, with His body being 

broken for us, and His blood shed for the remission of our sins.16  Every time we take communion, 

we are reminded of His perfect sacrifice for our sins, so we could be brought close to God.   

 

The ceremony at the Table of Showbread also point to our times of corporate prayer, worship, 

and fellowship with God and our fellow believers.17   When we assemble together we are 

strengthened and encouraged, able to go on with the struggles we all have in our lives. 

 

John 6:35  “Jesus said to them, I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not 

hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst.” 

 

Today many Christians are spiritually starving.  Jesus is standing at the door knocking wanting to 

help.  But most do not enter in to get what He is offering.  They stand in the outer courts, thinking 

they are alright.  Jesus wants to feed us all the spiritual bread of God’s Word, which will 

strengthen us for His service; so we can help feed others God’s Word.   

 

The last item in the room with the Golden 

Lampstand and the Table of Showbread was the 

Golden Altar of Incense.  It was placed directly in 

front of the Veil going into the Holy of Holies.18  With the Altar of Incense, we are at a point in our 

Christian walk where we are drawing very near to God.   

 

This altar was an 18” square table that was 36” high.  It was made of acacia wood overlaid in pure 

gold.  There was a decorative gold rim all around the top, with horns in the four corners.  There 

were golden rings on the sides for the gold covered carrying poles.19 

 

                                                        
15 Leviticus 24:9 
16 1 Corinthians 11:23-26  
17 Hebrews 10:25 
18 Exodus 40:5 
19 Exodus 37:25-28 
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The priests would go into the Tent of 

Meeting twice a day to put hot coals on 

the Golden Altar to burn sweet incense 

to the Lord.20  The smoke and aroma of 

the incense was to always be going up to 

God.  While the incense was burning, 

the priest would spend time in prayer 

with God.  At other times when someone 

would bring a sin offering to the Bronze 

altar, the priest would take some of the 

blood of the sacrificed animal and 

sprinkle it on the horns of the Altar of 

Incense, praying for God to pardon their 

sins.21   

 

Revelation 8:3-4  “Another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a golden 

censer; and much incense was given to him, so that he might add it to the prayers 

of all the saints on the golden altar which was before the throne.  And the smoke of 

the incense, with the prayers of the saints, went up before God out of the angel's 

hand.” 

 

The Golden Altar of Incense represents our prayers going up to God as a sweet aroma to His 

nostrils.  The ministry of prayer is closest to the heart of God.  That is why the altar of incense 

stood directly in front of the veil leading into the Holy of Holies. In the Old Testament, when the 

priests would pray at the altar of incense, this veil was blocking them from His presence.  This was 

the closest the priests could come to God in their daily worship.  But we as Christians can come 

near to God in prayer every moment of every day.  Today there is no veil separating us from the 

Throne of God.  The Veil was torn at Christ’s crucifixion22, giving us direct access to the throne of 

God through the veil of Christ’s flesh and His shed blood.   

 

Moses tells us that this altar was most holy to the Lord.23  We need to see the importance God 

puts on our communion with Him in prayer.  Do you realize the honor God has given us to 

actually talk to Him, Almighty God, the God who created everything, and who keeps everything in 

His loving hands?  God is always leaning over, bending His ear to our prayers.  He longs to have 

conversations with us.  He longs for us to share our heart’s concerns with Him, and for us to listen  

                                                        
20 Exodus 30:7-8 
21 1 Chronicles 6:49 
22 Matthew 27:50-51 
23 Exodus 30:10 
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to His.  Prayer is our highest privilege, gravest responsibility, and the greatest power God has 

put in our hands.  God holds prayer in great honor, do we?   

  

Exodus 30: 34-36 “Then the LORD said to Moses, Take for yourself spices, stacte 

and onycha and galbanum, spices with pure frankincense; there shall be an equal 

part of each.  With it you shall make incense, a perfume, the work of a perfumer, 

salted, pure, and holy.  You shall beat some of it very fine, and put part of it before 

the testimony in the tent of meeting where I will meet with you; it shall be most holy 

to you.”  

 

The Lord gave Moses some very explicit instructions for the 

preparation of the incense that was to be burned only on this Altar.  

It was not to be used anywhere else, and only this blend of incense was 

to be used by the priests!  The incense was to be a blend of equal parts of stacte, onycha, galbanum, 

and pure frankincense.  These would be added to burning coals, to make an aromatic smoke that 

was a sweet aroma to the Lord’s nostrils.  

  

 Stacte was the purest form of myrrh, a gummy substance that was bitter to the taste, but 

had a pleasant aroma.  It was the most expensive of all the ingredients. 

 Onycha was a substance peeled off the shell of a mollusk. 

 Galbanum was a gummy resinous juice that came out of a cane when it was broken. It has 

very many small shining grains that had a strong yet warm aroma. It had a milky sap that 

gave off the aroma of balsam (pine). 

 Pure Frankincense was a white resin obtained by making many cuts in the bark of a tree 

called the Arbor thuris.  It burns for a long time, with a steady flame.  

 

In order to extract these spices, they had to be stripped, pounded, cut, or crushed to get out the 

resin.  They would then be dried and ground into a very fine powder.  The process of making incense 

speaks of the trials we all go through (the crushing, stripping, pressing, etc.)24, all to make us a 

beautiful aroma to God’s nostrils.  When we allow ourselves to go through trials and sufferings 

with grace and joy, God is reminded of the sufferings of His Son, and we become a fragrance of Christ 

to God.25 

Ephesians 5:1-2  “Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; and walk in 

love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a 

sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.”  

                                                        
24 2 Corinthians 4:7-9 
25 2 Corinthians 2:14-16 
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God gave Moses strong warnings about the way incense was to be prepared and offered on 

the Golden Altar.  He did not want it done any which way the people wanted.  When we hear this, 

why do we think we can throw up prayers any way we want?   

 

His first warning was to not offer any strange or profane incense on the Golden Altar.26  Aaron’s 

sons, Nadab and Abihu, offered up strange incense to God, incense different than what they were to 

use.  Immediately fire came out from the presence of God and killed them.  God sternly spoke to 

Aaron saying that He must be honored and treated as holy by all who come near Him!27  When we 

casually offer up prayers to God, we are not honoring to Him.  We must spend the time to hear 

from God to pray what He desires us to pray, not prayers that are contrary to the will of God.   

 

The second warning is not to use the incense for their personal use.28 Even though it gave a very 

pleasing aroma, we are not to use that exact formulation.  This speaks to us offering up fleshly, 

selfish prayers to God, asking for things to satisfy our flesh and not to glorify Him. 

 

We can see the third warning in the life of King Uzziah.  He was not a priest, yet he decided that he 

wanted to burn incense on the Golden Altar.  The High Priest and 80 other priests followed the king 

into the Tent of Meeting, telling him to not do this, for he was dishonoring God.  He walked in great 

pride as a king, and when he decided he wanted to do something, he did it.  He turned a deaf ear to 

the pleas of the Priests.  Instantly the Lord struck King Uzziah with leprosy, which he had for the 

rest of his life.29  We must come humbly before the Lord in prayer, not in pride or in sin.  

 

When we are in a proper relationship with God and come before Him with our prayers in a 

way that honors Him, then we can have the full assurance that He will answer our prayers. 

 

 

We have now come to the final room in the tabernacle, 

the Holy of Holies.  This was the most holy place where 

the presence and glory of God dwelt.  It is also 

sometimes called the throne room of the Most High God here on earth.  It is here where the Shekinah 

glory of God (the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night) dwelt.   

 

Only the High priest was allowed to come into this room, and only once a year on the Day of 

Atonement (in the fall, at the beginning of the Jewish year).  At all other times it was not to be 

entered.  Atonement is an act of cleansing us from sin, removing the punishment for our sins, and 

restoring us to the right relationship with God. All mankind is in need of atonement because we all  

 

                                                        
26 Exodus 30:9 
27 Leviticus 10:1-3 
28 Exodus 30:37-38 
29 2 Chronicles 26:16-21 
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have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  We are separated from God because He is holy, and 

we all have sinned.  God out of His love for us, wants us to come close to Him.  In order to do this, 

our sins must be forgiven.  With God, the only way to have sins atoned for was by the shedding of 

blood.30  Jesus Christ came to earth in a human body to be our High Priest and the sacrificial 

lamb.  He shed His blood for us, once for all time, so that our sins would be forgiven.  We have the 

privilege to come into the very presence of God, confident that we are holy in the sight of Almighty 

God.31 

 

The only entrance into the Holy of Holies was through the third and final veil, a very heavy curtain 

of purple, red, and blue woven linen, embroidered with golden cherubim.  This was the final barrier 

between man and God.32  Different aspects of Christ can be seen in the colors of the Veil.  The 

blue linen shows that Christ came from heaven to earth.  The red points to His blood that was shed 

for us.  The purple shows us the royalty of the King of Kings.  Cherubim are symbolic of God’s 

protective presence over the Holy of Holies.  It is as if God put a guard there and said thus far, but 

no further.  Remember the cherubim God placed at the entrance to the Garden after Adam and Eve 

were cast out of Eden?  I am sure the priests sensed the cherubim gazing down on their movements 

in the tabernacle, causing them to be more aware of the holiness of their position. 

 

The veil that hung in Herod’s temple, when Christ was on the earth, was actually 2 very thick 

veils.  The opening between the two rooms was 18 inches thick and they could not decide if the veil 

should be placed nearer the Tent of Meeting or the Holy of Holies, so they hung two veils.  These 

curtains were 60 feet long and 30 feet wide, and about 4 inches thick.  They were made of 72 squares 

sewn together.  The veils were so heavy that it took 300 priests to hang them. 

 

When this veil was torn at the death of Jesus Christ, both curtains were torn from the top to the 

bottom!  This tearing of the veil was symbolic of the barrier to God being removed by the 

sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, giving us direct access to God.  The veil was torn about 3:00 pm 

when the temple was full of priests carrying out their duties.  They would have heard and seen this 

miracle.  They would have been filled with awe and amazement.  They could now look into the Holy 

of Holies, a room they had never seen before.  Too bad the room was empty, as the ark had long 

since been gone, as well as the presence of God.  The priests had God dwelling among them in 

the form of His Son, Jesus Christ, yet they did not see Him as their Messiah.   

   

Hebrews 10:19-20  “Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the 

holy place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He inaugurated for 

us through the veil, that is, His flesh.”  

                                                        
30 Hebrews 9:22 
31 Romans 5:8-10 
32 Exodus 26:31-33 
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There was one golden item in the 

Holy of Holies, the Ark of the 

Covenant.33 The Ark was symbolic 

of God’s throne and His presence.  The Tabernacle was built for the main reason of housing the Ark.  

God’s manifest presence resided there in the form of a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire 

by night.34   

 

The Ark was a wooden box, made of acacia wood, covered inside and out with pure gold.  It was 3’9” 

wide by 2’3” deep, and 2’3” high. It had a decorative gold rim around the top.  There were 4 golden 

rings, two on each side for the gold covered carrying poles.  These poles were always attached to 

the Ark, unlike all the other poles.35  The High Priest would be the one to insert the poles in each of 

the other items when they moved to a new location, but God did not want the High Priest to even 

touch the Ark once His presence was there. 

 

On top of the ark was a lid of solid gold called the 

Mercy Seat.  It was 3’9” wide and 2’3” deep.  On top of 

the lid were 2 golden cherubim who were facing each 

other with their faces looking at the Ark.  Their wings 

were touching each other as they were stretched out 

over the Ark.36  God promised that from this mercy 

seat, He would meet and speak with the High Priest. 

 

Three special items were placed inside the Ark: a 

golden jar of Manna, Aaron’s staff that budded, and the Ten Commandments (along with the 

writings of Moses).37  The golden jar of Manna symbolized God’s provision for all our physical and 

spiritual needs. We see in the New Testament that Jesus is the true bread from heaven.38  Just as we 

need physical food every day, Christ is our spiritual food.  Do we spend time with Him every day?  

Or do we think we can store up enough of Him on Sundays in the hour we are at church?  God wants 

to give us fresh food, a fresh word, each and every day. 

 

Aaron’s staff was placed a year or so after the Tabernacle was first erected.  God used it in a 

miraculous way.  There arose a revolt against Moses and Aaron, challenging their positions as 

leaders, especially Aaron as high priest.  This revolt was led by Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.  They 

incited 250 leaders from the 12 tribes to rebel and challenge the authority God placed on Moses 

and Aaron.  God opened up the ground and they were swallowed up, and then God sent fire from 

                                                        
33 Exodus 26:34 
34 Exodus 40:34,38 
35 Exodus 25:10-15 
36 Exodus 25: 17-22 
37 Hebrews 9:4 
38 John 6:31-35 
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heaven to totally consume their possessions.  The very next day, more people grumbled and 

challenged the leadership of Aaron and Moses.  God instructed Moses to select a representative 

from each of the 12 tribes to bring a staff, with the name of their tribe engraved on it.  Aaron 

represented the tribe of Levi. God said that the staff of the man He had chosen to be High Priest 

would blossom.  All twelve staffs were put in the tabernacle before the Ark of the Covenant.  The 

next morning, only Aaron’s staff had budded, blossomed, and even yielded almonds.  His staff was 

placed in the ark as a sign against the rebels that Aaron and his lineage alone had the right 

to be a High Priest. 

 

A staff represented authority for the person holding it.  God has given Christ the authority to rule 

over all as the King of Kings39.  We as His believers are given the authority to be His representatives 

here on earth.40 

 

The last item place in the Ark was the Law – the Ten Commandments and the writings of 

Moses – the first five books of the Bible.  These items were placed in the Ark to show us the love 

God has for mankind, and His covenant with us.  In the covenant God made with Moses and His 

people, He gave us instructions and guidance with His laws, commandments, precepts, and 

ordinances to show us how to live our lives under His blessing.  Covenant is very important to 

God, and that is why the Ark was called the Ark of Covenant.  It was God’s promise to always 

be with His people.     

 

The three items placed inside the ark are three things that we need in our lives to be able to 

abide in the presence of God.  We need to feed on the Word of God daily, to be disciplined and led 

in love by our heavenly shepherd, and to know the truth of what God expects for our lives and walk 

in it. 

 

In the first month of their second year in the wilderness, the Tabernacle was erected, and all 

the items were placed in it.41  Everything was consecrated with anointing oil, declaring that it was 

dedicated and holy to the Lord.  The priests were anointed and consecrated to the Lord, and dressed 

in holy garments.  As soon as Moses had finished the work, the cloud that had covered the Tent 

of Meeting and the glory of the Lord filled the Tabernacle.  Moses was not able to enter the Tent 

of Meeting because the cloud had settled in it.   

 

I mentioned that in the times of Jesus the 

Ark of the Covenant was no longer in the 

Tabernacle.  Let’s go over a quick history 

of the travels of the Ark.  The Ark was built and placed in the Tabernacle at Mt. Sinai 13 months  

                                                        
39 Ephesians 1:20-23 
40 Matthew 28:18-20 
41 Exodus 40 
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after Moses left Egypt.  It went from place to place for the next 39 years in the wilderness.  Finally 

it was time to cross over into the Promised Land.  The priests carried the Ark across the Jordan 

River ahead of the people, and the water parted – just like the Red Sea.  When they got to Jericho, 

the Lord had the priests carry the Ark around the city for seven days and then the walls fell down.   

 

The Ark was in the Promised Land for several hundred years.  Before a battle with the Philistines, 

the Hebrews did not pray, but just took the Ark into battle assuming God would be with them.  They 

lost the battle, many men were killed, and the Philistines took the Ark.  The Philistines suffered 

greatly with it in their possession: dagon their god fell twice, and the last time lost its hands and 

head.  The people were covered with tumors (boils), and the land was overrun by mice.  The 

Philistines wanted nothing more to do with the Ark, so they returned it to Israel.  It stayed in Kiriath-

Jearim for 20 years, after which David put it on a cart to be brought to Jerusalem.  When it almost 

turned over, Uzziah touched the ark to steady it, and was instantly killed.  It stayed in the house of 

Obed-edom for three months. 

 

David then transported it correctly, with priests carrying it with poles.  When it was placed in the 

finished temple that Solomon built, the presence of God filled the temple.  It was in the Temple 

for around 365 years.  When the Babylonians came and destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple in 586 

BC, the Ark disappeared!    

 

There are many theories as to where it is:  

 Destroyed and gold salvaged – doubtful 

 Buried and decomposed – doubtful 

 Buried under the temple before the Babylonians could take it 

 Buried under Golgotha- the place of the cross of Jesus 

 Taken out of Jerusalem and hidden in a cave in Israel or in another country before the 

Babylonians could take it 

 Taken to heaven by God42 

 

 

Hundreds of years later, when God’s people were living in the Promised 

Land and David was King, Jerusalem was established as the capitol city of 

Israel.  The Tabernacle was set up on a high hill in Gibeon, five miles 

north-west of Jerusalem.  King David brought the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem and erected a 

tent for it on Mt. Moriah, the future location of the Temple.43  Now that the tribes of Israel were 

settled in their lands and were living in permanent homes instead of tents, King David wanted to 

build a permanent House for the Lord, a Temple, for the articles of the Tabernacle, and 

especially for God’s Presence.   

                                                        
42 Revelation 11:19 
43 2 Chronicles 1:3-4 
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God spoke to King David and gave him very detailed plans for the Temple, just like He did 

with Moses.44  King David made many preparations for the Temple, gathering skilled craftsmen 

and builders, along with huge quantities of building materials.  King David personally gave huge 

amounts of gold, silver, bronze, iron, wood, many different kinds of gemstones, and alabaster (white 

marble).45  He asked the royal officials and the people to give towards building the Temple, and they 

offered all that was needed with very willing hearts.46 

 

There was only one problem with King David’s plans, God said he was not the one who was to 

build His Temple because he was a man of war and had shed blood.  God wanted King David’s 

son Solomon to build His house.47  But since Solomon was very young, God allowed David to 

gather the materials, craftsmen, and draw up the plans God gave him.48   King Solomon began work 

on the Temple in the second month of his forth year as King of Israel; and it took him 20 years to 

complete the work.49   

 

When all the work was finished, the priests brought the Ark of the Covenant into the Holy of Holies.  

At this time, the only things in the Ark were the two stone tablets of the Ten Commandments.50  A 

huge time of worship broke out with a huge multitude of priests, Levitical singers and musicians.  

They lifted up their voices saying, “God indeed is good for His lovingkindness is everlasting!”  

Immediately the Lord showed up in a cloud and filled the Holy of Holies, just like He did with the 

Tabernacle.51  The people standing in the Court of the Temple saw fire come down from heaven and 

consume everything that was on the Bronze Altar.  Everyone bowed down to the ground in worship 

to God! They too said, “Truly He is good, truly His lovingkindness is everlasting!”52 

  

                                                        
44 1 Chronicles 28:19, 11-18 
45 1 Chronicles 29:2 
46 1 Chronicles 29:6,9,17 
47 1 Chronicles 28:3,6 
48 1 Chronicles 29:1 
49 2 Chronicles 3:2; 8:1 
50 2 Chronicles 5:10 
51 2 Chronicles 5:11-14 
52 2 Chronicles 7:1-3 
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Digging Deeper into the Riches of God’s Word 

 

 

1. Please read the first chapter of Luke.  Zacharias was a priest who ministered to the Lord in 

the Temple.  Luke 1 is an interesting story of a divine encounter in the Tent of Meeting while 

he was at the Altar of Incense.  Please summarize this story.   

 

 

2. Where in the tabernacle do we see a parallel to our Salvation with the Lord Jesus Christ? 

 

 

3. There are six items placed in the Tabernacle that illustrate our walk with the Lord.  Please 

list all six and explain the significance of each in the life of a believer.   
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Exodus 23:14  “Three times a year you shall celebrate a feast to Me.” 

 

The word celebrate means to set apart and honor by ceremonies and marks of joy and respect.  We 

are good at celebrating – any excuse we have, we stop work and gather with friends and family to 

celebrate all kinds of “special days” in our country and in our lives.  We celebrate the date of our 

birth, the date of our wedding, the birth of Jesus, the date of Jesus’ resurrection, the birth of our 

country, Mother’s day, Valentine’s day…  These are times to celebrate and be glad.  Yet nowhere in 

God’s Word does it say we are to celebrate these times, even though it is okay to do so.  But God has 

asked us to celebrate specific days that are very special to Him.  Most Christians are not taught 

to remember and celebrate God’s special times of celebration; and yet God has commanded His 

people to celebrate them. 

 

While Moses was up on Mount Sinai for 40 days with God, receiving the law and instructions for 

building His tabernacle, He also gave a command to set apart some days each year for Him.  He 

calls these days appointed times, which we are to observe as a remembrance of who God is and 

what He has done for us. We can see that many times in His Word the Lord has asked us to keep 

these days holy unto Him.   

 

Deuteronomy 16: 16-17  "Three times in a year all your males shall appear before 

the Lord your God in the place which He chooses, at the Feast of Unleavened Bread 

and at the Feast of Weeks and at the Feast of Booths, and they shall not appear 

before the Lord empty-handed.  Every man shall give as he is able, according to the 

blessing of the Lord your God which He has given you.” 

 

All throughout Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy53 God gives us details about His 

appointed times, which we are to proclaim as holy and set apart, as a way of giving honor to Him.  

An appointed time is a fixed time or season to gather together in a solemn assembly, to feast or 

fast, but always to celebrate who God is and what He has done for us.  These times are not to be a  

                                                        
53 Exodus 23, 34; Leviticus 23; Numbers 9,28,29; Deuteronomy 16 
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burden, but a time of great rejoicing, almost always celebrated with feasting, hence most are 

called Feasts.54  

 

Deuteronomy 16:14  “and you shall rejoice in your feast, you and your son and 

your daughter and your male and female servants and the Levite and the stranger 

and the orphan and the widow who are in your towns.” 

 

These appointed times were marked with sacrifices given on the Bronze Altar; and gathering to 

worship God, to hear His Word, and to fellowship with each other almost always with a huge meal.   

These gatherings took place three times a years, in the spring, early summer, and fall; around the 

time of harvests.  There is the spring Feast of Passover, the Feast of Pentecost, and the fall Feast 

of Booths.  These are the most common names for these appointed times, but we will talk about all 

their names later. 

 

You may also be asking, why do we need to still celebrate them?  Even though there is no Temple 

and we do not need to sacrifice animals to atone for our sins any more, God tells us these are to be 

perpetual celebrations.  God wrote down in His Word that all of His people were to come 

together to celebrate during these appointed times, and to do so forever.  Even in the millennial 

reign that is talked about in Zechariah, we will celebrate the feasts.   

 

Zechariah 14: 16  “Then it will come about that any who are left of all the nations 

that went against Jerusalem will go up from year to year to worship the King, the 

Lord of hosts, and to celebrate the Feast of Booths."  

 

Before we get into the specifics of these three times of celebration, we need to gain an 

understanding of the Jewish calendar.  It is very different than ours, and we need to understand 

it in order to avoid confusion, and to gain understanding about the months mentioned in the Bible.   

 

The Jewish calendar is set around the lunar cycle (phases of the moon), from new moon to new 

moon, which is every 29.5 days.  A new moon is when there is a very thin crescent of the moon 

showing, after it has been totally dark.  Most other nations set their months around the solar 

calendar (movement of the sun).   A moon year is 364 days, and the sun year is 365 days.  In order 

to make up the difference, the Jewish calendar adds an extra month, Adar-Sheni, 7 times in 19 years 

(about every 3 years).  These two facts sometimes make the placement of the feasts at very different 

times each year.   

 

                                                        
54 Deuteronomy 16:14 
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Also there is a Sacred Calendar and a Civil Calendar in Israel.  The 1st month of the Sacred Calendar 

is Nisan, which is in March or April.  This is the calendar used in God’s Word.  The feasts start with 

Passover, go to Pentecost, and then end with the Feast of Booths, which coincide with the natural 

order of the prophetic fulfillment of these feasts, with Passover being the foundation of knowing 

and experiencing God.  The Civil Calendar celebrates the New Year in the 7th month of Tishri, which 

is September or October.  They start their year celebrating the Feast of Trumpets, go to Passover, 

and then end with Pentecost. 

 

One more thing, the Babylonian names for the months are still used for the Jewish calendar, but you 

will also see Canaanite names used in the Bible in all passages that were before the Babylonian 

captivity in 586 BC. Four of these months are mentioned in the Old Testament: the 1st month of 

Nisan is also called Abib, the 2nd month of Iyyar is also called Ziv, the 7th month of Tishri is also 

called Ethanim, and the 8th month of Marcheshvan is also called Bul.  The shaded months on the 

table below are the months the feasts are celebrated.   

 

Sacred 

Calendar 

Month 

Civil 

Calendar  

Month 

Babylonian 

Name  

Canaanite 

name 

Our Month 

1st month 7th month Nisan Abib March/April 

2nd month 8th month Iyyar Ziv April/May 

3rd month 9th month Sivan  May/June 

4th month 10th month Tammuz  June/July 

5th month 11th month Ab  July/August 

6th month 12th month Elul  August/September 

7th month 1st month Tishri Ethanim September/October 

8th month 2nd month Marcheshvan Bul October/November 

9th month 3rd month Chislev  November/December 

10th month 4th month Tebeth  December/January 

11th month 5th month Shebat  January/February 

12th month 6th month Adar  February/March 

13th month – Adar-Sheni  used 7 times every 19 years 

 

 

Passover, or Pesach in Hebrew, is celebrated in the spring time on the 

14th – 22nd days of the first month of Nisan (March/April).  Passover 

starts in the middle of the month, at the full moon.  This feast is 

mentioned in the Bible more than any of the other feasts.  Twenty four chapters talk about Passover, 

compared to five for Pentecost and fourteen for the Fall Feasts.  The Feast of Passover is divided 

into three parts:  Passover, Feast of Unleavened Bread, and Feast of First Fruits. 

 

Passover 
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Passover commemorates the historical day when God delivered His people from Egyptian 

slavery.55  The Lord commanded His people to take an unblemished male lamb on the 10th day of 

the first month (Nisan) and keep it for 4 days.  On the 14th day it was to be killed at twilight (between 

3pm and sunset).  Its blood was to be brushed on the doorposts and lintels of their houses.  They 

were to prepare a meal that evening of roasted lamb, unleavened bread, and bitter herbs.56  They 

were instructed to keep their traveling clothes on that evening, and to stay in their houses, in silence 

the entire night.  As the death angel passed over the land of Egypt, the first born in every family was 

killed, unless they had the lamb’s blood on the doorway to their home.57     

 

God commanded His people to celebrate this feast every year, and to teach their children the 

meanings of why they have this time of celebration. Each family, or groups of families, would 

gather and have a memorial Passover meal, called the Seder.   

 

Each person present at a Seder meal is given a booklet that walks through the various parts of the 

evening; as the story of the Exodus is retold, and Christ is revealed as our Passover Lamb.  The father 

or grandfather is the leader of the service, and the mother of the home lights the festival candles 

that signal the beginning of Passover.  Children have an active part, by asking four questions, looking 

for and removing all leaven.   Various people read or lead certain portions of the service.  A place is 

set at the table for Elijah.   

 

Each table is set with specific items that are used in the Seder Meal to remind us of the 

Exodus.  There is a bowl of water on each table, to purify our hands.  There is a bowl of saltwater, 

and a bowl of parsley.  The parsley is dipped in the bitter water to remind us of the tears shed by 

the Hebrew slaves in Egypt.  There is a plate with Matzo bread that is used on several occasions.  

Several glasses of grape juice are poured during the Seder, each with a specific meaning.  There is 

also a bowl of bitter herbs and a sweet mixture of apples, which are to be eaten together.  Finally 

there is a lamb bone to symbolize the Passover lamb that was slain.  In the middle of the ceremonial 

Seder, a meal is served.  The Seder is an elaborate teaching experience, especially for children.  

We use all our senses to experience the story of God’s grace and favor for His people.   

 

Exodus 34:18  "You shall observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread. For seven days 

you are to eat unleavened bread, as I commanded you, at the appointed time in the 

month of Abib, for in the month of Abib you came out of Egypt.” 

 

The second part of this spring feast was the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  It was celebrated for 

seven days, starting on the 15th day of Nisan, the day after Passover.  All leaven was removed from  

                                                        
55 Exodus 12:14 
56 Exodus 12:3-8 
57 Exodus 12:22-23, 29 
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each house, and no leavened bread was eaten for these seven days.  Leaven is yeast.  When you add 

a little bit of yeast to bread dough, it will grow and grow and grow.  Soon the entire dough is full of 

yeast.  Leaven represents sin in our lives.  We think a little bit of sin is no big deal, but it will grow 

just like yeast and take over our lives.  It is good to periodically take the time to ask God to reveal 

all the hidden leaven in our lives, and then take the steps to remove it.   

 

After the leaven was removed from each house, the people would offer up burnt offerings, grain 

offerings, and sin offerings, on the Bronze Altar.58  Burnt Offerings were given to remind the people 

of their devotion and consecration to God, and to reaffirm it to Him.  Grain Offerings were given in 

thanksgiving to God; while Sin Offerings were to atone for their sins.   

 

Exodus 23:16  "Also you shall observe the Feast of the Harvest of the first fruits of 

your labors from what you sow in the field.” 

 

The third part of the Spring Feast was the Feast of First Fruits. It was celebrated on the day 

after the Feast of Unleavened Bread.   The Jewish feasts were always around the time of harvesting, 

and this one was at the beginning of the grain harvest.  The people would take a sheaf of barley 

or wheat and give it to the priest, and he would wave it before the Lord as a declaration of faith in 

God to bring in the rest of the harvest.  The giving of First Fruits is very important to God. He is very 

pleased when we honor Him with the first of what He gives us.  Remember how God was displeased 

with Cain’s offering, being given from the last of his harvest, not the first.  God desires us to give to 

Him from the first of our harvest of our wages, with our tithes.  When we trust God completely for 

our provision, He is pleased and He will bless us.      

 

1Corinthianns 5:6-8  “… Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole 

lump of dough?  Clean out the old leaven so that you may be a new lump, just as you 

are in fact unleavened. For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed.  Therefore 

let us celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and 

wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.” 

 

All of the feasts point to Jesus Christ.  John the Baptist saw Jesus coming towards him to be 

baptized, and he cried out, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”59  Peter 

said that we are redeemed with “precious blood, as a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of 

Christ.”60  Paul taught that we must remove the leaven in our lives, and be unleavened bread,  

 

                                                        
58 Numbers 28:17-25 
59 John 1:29, 36 
60 1 Peter 1:19 
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because “Christ our Passover lamb was sacrificed for us”.  Once we know this, we can truly celebrate 

the Feast of Passover!  

 

The Feast of Pentecost is celebrated fifty days after the Feast of First 

Fruits, in the month of Sivan (May/June).  Pentecost means 50 

days.61   This feast is also called the Feast of Weeks, because it is 

seven weeks (plus one Sabbath) after Passover.62   Other places in the Word, it is called the Feast of 

the Harvest, because this coincides with the end of the spring wheat harvest.63  The Hebrew word 

for Pentecost is Shavuot.   

 

God asked His people to take a Sabbath Rest on this day as they gathered to remember Him and His 

provision for His people.  This was a time of rejoicing and celebrating the grain harvest they had 

just reaped. They would honor God with a freewill offering of two loaves of bread made from the 

first of the grain harvest.  They would wave these over their heads, offering the first fruits of the 

harvest to the Lord.64  Other offerings were presented to the Lord: burnt offerings, sin offerings, and 

grain, oil, and wine offerings.65  These two loaves of bread symbolize the early church converts, 

Jews and Gentiles, who were the first fruits of the great harvest to be reaped between Jesus’ 1st 

and 2nd coming. 

 

Since Israel arrived at Mt. Sinai fifty days after they left Egypt, Orthodox Jews use this feast 

to celebrate the giving of the Law of Moses – the Torah – the Ten Commandments.  This feast is 

often celebrated with a lengthy study session of the Word of God from dusk to dawn.  This is the 

Feast the Lord had in mind when He told Moses that He wanted Pharaoh to let His people go so they 

could offer sacrifices, and celebrate a feast with Him in the wilderness.66    

 

Acts 2: 1-4  “When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one 

place.  And suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, 

and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.  And there appeared to them 

tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them.  And 

they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as 

the Spirit was giving them utterance.” 

 

This feast was fulfilled in the giving of the gift of the Holy Spirit to all believers.  After Jesus’ 

resurrection, He walked among His followers for 40 days giving them instructions.  Right before 

                                                        
61 Leviticus 23:16 
62 Deuteronomy 16:9-10 
63 Exodus 34:22 
64 Leviticus 3:17 
65 Numbers 28:26- 
66 Exodus 5:1 
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Jesus left His disciples to ascend into heaven to be with Father God, He instructed His followers to 

wait in Jerusalem for the promised gift from the Father.67  These faithful believers were greatly 

afraid and unsure as to what they were to do now that Jesus left them alone.  Ten days later, on 

the day of the feast of Pentecost, as the Christ’s followers were gathered to pray, the Holy Spirit 

descended upon them in great power and signs. 

 

Much like Moses’ experience on Mt. Sinai, there was a roaring sound as tongues of fire fell on each 

of Jesus’ disciples.  The Holy Spirit was writing His law on their hearts, instead of on the stone 

tablets of the Ten Commandments.  As they received great gifts and power from the Holy Spirit 

this small group went out and made thousands of disciples all over Israel and even to the ends of 

the earth, spreading the good news of the Gospel of Christ.   

 

Today, Israel celebrates this day as a day of great joy and rejoicing.  They adorn their homes with 

flowers and greenery, and wear colorful costumes.  They invite guests and strangers to celebrate 

with dancing and feasting.  For Christians today, this is a good time to reawaken and 

strengthen our personal relationship with God by rededicating ourselves to the study of His 

Word; and yielding more to the guiding of the Holy Spirit in our lives.   

 

Old Testament Pentecost New Testament Pentecost 

God’s commandments written on stone 

tablets  

God’s commandments written on our hearts  

Written by the finger of God Written by the Spirit of God 

3000 people died because of their idol 

worship 

3000 people receive the Lord and eternal life 

Moses’ face needed to be veiled so God’s 

glory could not be seen 

Jesus’ face is unveiled so we can be changed 

into the same glory 

Glory faded Glory remains 

Old covenant was the letter of the Law New covenant is the Spirit of the law 

On Mt. Sinai On Mt. Zion 

 

There were three dry summer months after the Feast of 

Pentecost before the fall rains came, ushering in a series of feasts 

in the 7th month of Tishri.  These feasts are called by many 

names, and are made of many parts.  They span much of the 7th month, which is our September or 

October.   One thing to notice about the Fall Feasts, they have yet to be fulfilled in history by the 

Lord Jesus Christ; but you will see that they all point to His return!  

 

The Fall Feasts begin with the Feast of Trumpets, also called Rosh Hashanah.  This feast occurs 

on the first two days of the 7th month of Tishri.  This feast starts when the new moon starts to show  

                                                        
67 Acts 1:4-5 
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a sliver of light.  Before today’s technology, no one would know the exact time the new moon would 

appear, so two days were given for this feast, just in case it was cloudy and they missed seeing the 

sliver of light.  This was called the hidden day, because no one knew the day or the hour when 

this feast would officially start.  Verses should be running through your mind about the Lord’s 

return.68   

 

Matthew 25:13  "Be on the alert then, for you do not know the day nor the hour.” 

 

This feast, like the previous two, was to be a holy convocation, a gathering of God’s people; not to 

work, but to offer sacrifices to the Lord.  During this feast, trumpets (shofars) were blown 100 times 

each day.  In the Old Testament we see trumpets being blown to declare times of great joy, as a 

battle cry, or as an alarm.  The Feast of Trumpets is God’s wake up call to His people who tend 

to be asleep, waiting for His return.  Before God’s people left the Mt. Sinai area, the Lord had 

Moses make two silver trumpets.  They were to be blown with clear and distinctive sounds at 

various times to send messages to the people.  They were like our emergency sirens we have today. 

They were used to gather the body together, to call the people to follow the pillar of cloud that was 

ready to move to a new location, to sound the alarm of war, to gather the people to worship, and to 

call the people to special times of prayer and fasting.69 

 

Many times throughout the Old and New Testaments trumpets were blown to get the attention of 

God’s people.  The Feast of Trumpets is a call to cleansing, holiness, and separation unto the 

Lord.  Just as there were multiple commemorations and fulfillments of the other feasts, it would 

follow that so too will there be with the fall feasts.  Here are several possible things that could 

happen on this feast day.  

 

The Feast of Trumpets is known to the Jews as the wedding of Messiah.   On this day, Jesus will 

return for His bride.  This is a time of great joy and rejoicing, a day Jesus has been looking forward 

to for all time past.  We as Christians know there are many verses that talk about the Christ coming 

for His bride (rapture), being heralded by trumpets.70   

 

1Thessalonians 4:16-17  “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a 

shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in 

Christ will rise first.  Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together 

with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with 

the Lord.” 

                                                        
68 Matthew 24:42,44; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6 
69 Numbers 10 
70 Matthew 24:31; 1 Corinthians 15:52 



179 
 

   Come Celebrate with Me 

 

 

The book of Revelation has judgements against the people in the world, in the form of 

trumpet blasts.  These are to get the attention of those who are under the influence of the enemy, 

and call them to come to the Lord in repentance.71 

 

Trumpets were always blown on the coronation days of new kings.  One day, Jesus will be 

crowned as King of the world.72  Daniel tells us that one day Jesus will be given “dominion, glory and 

a kingdom; that all the peoples, nations and men of every language might serve Him.”73 

 

This feast is the beginning of the Jewish civil calendar – their new year.  It begins with a 

trumpet blast that signals the end of the old year and an entering into God’s presence in the new 

year.  This signals the beginning of a new year of blessing.   

 

Starting with the Feast of Trumpets, there is a 10 day period called the Days of Awe that leads up 

to the Day of Atonement.  The Days of Awe are a time for us to inspect our lives, motives, 

attitudes and actions.  It is a time where we discover if there is anyone with whom we need to ask 

forgiveness of, mend a relationship, etc.  It is a time of repentance.  It is a time to seek the Lord.   

 

After this time of seeking the Lord, we come to the day God considers to be the holiest day of the 

year, Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement.  This is the most solemn of all the feast days; with 

everyone taking a total Sabbath to gather to be with the Lord.   In Israel today, there are very few 

devout Jews, but this day is a day when all the people close down all government, schools, and 

businesses, and truly take a Sabbath to the Lord.  This is widely known, and unfortunately this is a 

day Israel’s enemies like to stir up trouble and attack, because they know the Jews will not even 

defend themselves.  But God always does.   

 

This is not a day of joyous feasting like the other feasts, but a day to humble ourselves before the 

Lord with fasting; crying out to the Lord in travailing prayer and repentance for our country.  It is a 

time of mourning, sincerely crying out for the Lord’s forgiveness.   

 

Please Read Leviticus 16 

 

The Day of Atonement was the one day a year the High Priest would enter into the Holy of 

Holies.  He offered up many sacrifices and prayers for the people all throughout the day.  He started 

with offering a bull as a sin offering for himself and his family.  He would then wash his hands and 

feet and take a censer full of burning coals from the Bronze Altar and a bowl full of incense and 

enter the Tent of Meeting.  He would put the coals on the Golden Altar of Incense, and pour incense 

over them.  As the thick fragrant smoke filled the room, he would pray. 

                                                        
71 Revelation 8,9,11 
72 Psalm 47 
73 Daniel 7:14 
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He would return to the Bronze Altar and take a bowl of the bull’s blood; and enter the Holy of Holies, 

sprinkling the blood seven times on the Mercy Seat of the Ark of the Covenant.   The High Priest 

would lift up prayers of atonement to God asking Him to forgive the sins of the people.  This was to 

bring them ransom, redemption, and reconciliation with God.  The shed blood of the bull made it 

possible for God to show mercy on Israel, forgiving all their sins they had committed that 

year.   

 

The High Priest would then go out into the Tabernacle Court and choose two goats.  Lots were cast; 

one goat had a red cloth tied around its neck and the other one around its horn.  The 2nd goat was 

called the scapegoat, and was turned to face the people.  The 1st goat was sacrificed as a sin offering.  

Its blood was sprinkled seven times on the mercy seat, the horns of the Altar of Incense, and then 

mixed with the bull’s blood and sprinkled seven times on the horns of the Bronze Altar.  This was 

done to cleanse the altars.  The people would wait outside the tabernacle praying. The high priest 

would come out and raise his hands signifying that God had accepted the sacrifice.   Joyous praise 

would be heard as the atonement was accepted. 

 

The high priest would then put his bloody hands on the head of the goat with the red cloth on his 

horns, transferring the sins of the people onto the goat.  He led the goat far out into the 

wilderness, about twelve miles.  The high priest would take the red cloth off the horn and tear it 

into two pieces.  He would take one of the pieces and put it back on the goat’s horn, and the other 

he took back to the people.  The goat was then pushed backward over a cliff to its death, taking the 

sins of the people with it.  According to Jewish tradition, when the sacrifice was fully accepted, the 

red cloth the high priest carried back to the people would turn white.  This stopped 

happening after Jesus was crucified.  After the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, there was 

no longer a need for a scapegoat; for He bore all of our sins in His body for all people and for all 

time! 

 

2 Corinthians 5:21  “for He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we 

might be made the righteousness of God in Him.” 

 

After a day of sacrifices and prayers, the high Priest would return to the tabernacle, take off his linen 

garments, wash himself, and then put on his High Priestly garments.  He would then offer one last 

sacrifice on the Bronze Altar for himself and the people, as a way of worshipping God!  

 

Five days after the Day of Atonement, the final Fall 

Feast was celebrated – the Feast of Booths, or the 

Feast of Tabernacles, called Sukkot in Hebrew.  It 

was celebrated by seven days of rejoicing before the Lord.  God’s people were to leave their house 

and live in booths, temporary dwelling that were not their home.  Often they would build a booth  

Feast of Booths 
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outside their house, and cover it in palm, willow, myrtle, and olive branches.   The palm represented 

victory, the willow weeping, the myrtle joy, and the olive anointing. 

 

During this time, continual burnt offerings were offered up to God, decreasing in number each day.  

On the first day 13 bulls, 2 rams, and 14 lamb would be sacrificed as burnt offerings; 16 bushels of 

grain were given as a grain offering; and 1 male goat as a sin offering.  By the last day they would 

offer 1 bull, 1 ram, and 7 lambs as burnt offerings, 1 ½ bushels of grain, and 1 goat for a sin offering.74  

 

This was a time of celebration at the end of the fall harvest of wheat, grapes, and olives; the 

harvest of final fruits.  It was a time to look back over the labors of the year, offering their 

gratitude to God.  They did this by generously blessings their family, servants, Levites, strangers, 

fatherless, and widows. 

 

The Feast of Booths acts as a reminder of the time God’s people lived in tents for forty years 

in their wanderings in the wilderness between Egypt and the Promised Land.  And it also points to 

our bodies as frail booths.  But one day God will give us glorified bodies and we will dwell forever 

in His midst in a place He has prepared for us.    

 

This feast is also very forward looking.  We can see in Zechariah 14 that the Feast of Booths is 

celebrated in Christ’s millennial rule.75  The nations of the earth will be commanded to gather 

together once a year to Jerusalem to celebrate this feast.  Friends and former enemies from all over 

the world will be reconciled and united in worshipping the Lord of the harvest.     

 

The Feast of Booths comes during the season of great rain.  God promises to send rain on those who 

come to celebrate this feast, and drought on those who do not.    The feasts are celebrated around 

times of rain that comes before the harvest.  Rain symbolizes an outpouring of the Holy Spirit and 

the revelation of the Word of God.  Rain speaks of revival, refreshing, and restoration.  These will 

all come at the end of the age.   

 

Passover is about salvation – Jesus is our Passover Lamb, who died for our sins. 

 

Pentecost is about the giving of the Holy Spirit 

 

The Fall Feasts are about coming into the fullness God has for us, when He returns to rule and 

reign. 

 

 

 

                                                        
74 Numbers 29:12-39 
75 Zechariah 14:16-20 
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Summary of Feasts 

 

Spring Feast - Passover 

 

Summer Feast - Pentecost 

 

Fall Feast - Tabernacles 

 

1st month  

March or April 

 

3rd month  

May or June 

7th month  

September or October 

Passover (1 day) 

Pesach 

Pentecost (1 day) 

Shavuot 

Trumpets (2 day)  

Rosh Hashanah 

Unleavened Bread  

(7 days) 

 Days of Awe (8 days) 

First Fruits (1 day)  Day of Atonement (1 day) 

Yom Kippur 

  Booths (7 days) 

Sukkot 

Beginning of the grain 

harvest of barley and wheat  

End of the grain harvest of 

barley and wheat  

Fruit harvest of grapes and 

olives – wine and oil 

Salvation in Christ 

 

Giving of the Holy Spirit Perfection of the church 

coming to Christ as a bride 
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Digging Deeper into the Riches of God’s Word 

 

 

1. Both Jesus and Paul talked frequently about leaven in their parables and messages.  Read 

the verses listed below and write down who had the leaven inside of them, and what 

specifically do you think it refers to in their lives? 

 

Mark 8:11, 15   

 

Matthew 16:11-12   

 

Luke 12:1   

 

1 Corinthians 5:1, 6   

 

Galatians 5:1, 6-9   

 

 

2. Read 1 Corinthians 15:20 – 23.  What feast did Christ fulfill in His life with this scripture? 

 

 

3. Why do you think God considers the Day of Atonement to be the most holy day of the year? 

 

 

4. What are ways we are to celebrate these three feasts to God? 
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Please read Exodus 32-34 and Deuteronomy 9 

 

The book of Genesis and the first part of Exodus is a fairly straight forward history of God and His 

people, telling the story of their lives from the time of Adam until Moses.   But once Moses and the 

sons of Israel got to Mt. Sinai, the style of writing changes.  There is a bit of storytelling and 

then a time of God sharing His heart with His people about how He desires us to live our lives.  

Then a little more of the story, possibly a few chapters later.  And then He would give more 

instructions, and then more story…  It takes more diligence to study Exodus, and even Leviticus, 

Numbers, and Deuteronomy (who also follow this writing style).  But if you keep this change in 

writing style in mind, remembering where the story left off, you will gain more understanding of 

what truly happened, and what God requires of us.   

 

During the last four chapters of our study, we have taken a break in the action, to study the 

instructions God had spoken to Moses and His people, about what He required of His people in the 

way of His commandments, Tabernacle, and Feasts. 

 

Deuteronomy 4:12-13  "Then the Lord  spoke to you from the midst of the fire; you 
heard the sound of words, but you saw no form - only a voice.  So He declared to you 
His covenant which He commanded you to perform, that is, the Ten 
Commandments…” 

 

As Moses shared the commandments and ordinances of God, everyone agreed to all God had 

asked; and they made vows to Him, not once, but twice to obey the words of God!  God invited 

Moses, Aaron (High Priest), Aaron’s two sons (who were in line to take over when he died), and 

seventy elders to come up on the mountain to share a covenant meal with Him.  They spent time 

fellowshipping with the Lord Jesus, face to face!  Remember when someone in the Old Testament 

sees God, it is Jesus. 

 

At the end of Exodus 24, God asked Moses to once again come up Mt. Sinai to be with him, this 

time for forty days and nights.  During that time, Moses did not eat or drink as God gave him more 

instructions on His laws, detailed plans for building a Tabernacle for His presence, and detailed  
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instructions for honoring Him by coming together three times every year to celebrate His feasts.  

Moses and Jesus had developed a wonderful friendship, and enjoyed their time together.1   

 

We will now pick up the story again in Exodus 32.  

Unfortunately things down in the camp were not as 

glorious as they were up on the mountain.  The people 

grew restless waiting for Moses to come down and lead them to the Promised Land.  About 3000 

men came and gathered around Aaron, demanding he make them a god that they could see - an idol!  

They wanted a god that would go before them.  The Hebrew words for “go before” are halak 

paniym.   Halak means to walk with, and paniym means to be able to see the face of.  Unfortunately 

they wanted a god they could see, but not one that could love or lead them!  Most of the sons 

of Israel had never seen God’s face; but they had heard His voice, seen His mighty miracles, and had 

seen Him in the pillar of cloud and fire; but that was not enough for them.  Just a week or two 

before they demanded an idol be made, they had vowed to God that they would worship Him alone; 

and that they would not make idols or worship them.  Before we start to thrown stones at them, 

we must look at our own lives.  How often has God moved in our hearts or in situations in 

our lives, and then we go back to our old ways?   

 

Exodus 32:1  …”the people assembled about Aaron and said to him, "Come, make 

us a god who will go before us…” 

 

As if what they asked was not bad enough, Aaron did not rebuke them.  Incredibly, he told them 

to remove their gold earrings and give them to him; and he would create a golden idol for them.  He 

took their jewelry, melted it into a mold, and then chiseled into the shape of a cow saying, “This is 

your god, O Israel, who brought you up from the land of Egypt."  He then told them to gather before 

the idol the next day to offer it burnt offerings, and then they would have a party.2   

 

Remember, Moses had left Aaron and Hur in charge of the people.   They were the leaders, yet 

they did not lead.  I kept expecting one of them to stand up and remind the people of who the One 

true God is who led them out of Egypt, and who had done miraculous things right before their eyes; 

and jog their memory of their vow to be faithful to Him alone!  But no, Aaron went along with 

everything the people asked, knowing idolatry was an abomination to God; and nothing was 

mentioned about Hur. 

 

If God calls us to be leaders, we must be careful to not be weak like Aaron and Hur.  Aaron 

was influenced by the people to turn from God and turn to worthless idols.  How many pastors start 

out devoted and set apart for God, and then over time they are influenced by members of their  

                                                        
1 Exodus 33:11 
2 Exodus 32:1-6 

Golden Idol 
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congregation to water down the message, to not hold them to the high standards God requires of 

His followers?  Or they could be like Hur; seeing that the people were sinning, but never speaking 

up, not wanting to hurt anyone’s feelings.  Are we guilty of that same thing?  Are we weak leaders 

to those who God has put in our lives to disciple and lead the way to the Lord?  We must be willing 

to be obedient to God and to lead others to walk in obedience also! 

 

Acts 7:39 “And our fathers were unwilling to be obedient to Him, but repudiated 

Him and in their heart they turned back to Egypt.”   

 

Meanwhile, back on the mountain, it was nearing the end of forty days.  God gave Moses two stone 

tablets on which He Himself had written the Ten Commandments, and all the words He had spoken 

to the people that had gathered at the base of the mountain.3  Suddenly the Lord told Moses to 

get up and quickly go down the mountain, for the people had acted corruptly.  The Hebrew 

word for corrupted is shachath, which means decayed or ruined; so God was saying their 

rebellion had ruined His plans for them.  They had quickly rebelled against God’s commands, 

and had turned back to what they saw and did in Egypt.4  God’s anger burned against His people, 

calling them stiff-necked or hard-hearted.  He was so angry that He told Moses to leave His presence 

so He could destroy all the people in the camp at the base of Mt. Sinai!5 

 

Moses was very afraid of God’s sudden anger and the fiery words He hurled at His people.  Moses 

immediately fell on his face asking God to not destroy them or Aaron.   He knew they were 

guilty, but He asked God to forgive them.  He reminded God that everyone in the world knew that 

these three million people were His special chosen people, and what would they think of Him?  It 

would seem that He brought them out into the wilderness to kill them!  He then reminded God of 

the covenant He had made with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.6  Then the most remarkable words were 

spoken about God, “so the Lord changed His mind about the harm He would do to His people.”7 

 

Psalm 106:23  “Therefore He said that He would destroy them, had not Moses His 

chosen one stood in the breach before Him, to turn away His wrath from destroying 

them.”  

 

Moses’ intercession for the millions of people and for the one, moved God’s heart so He 

relented of destroying the people who quickly turned their hearts to adulterous rebellion with an  

                                                        
3 Deuteronomy 9:10-11 
4 Exodus 32:7-9 
5 Deuteronomy 9:8, 14 
6 Exodus 32:11-13 
7 Exodus 32:14 
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idol!  We are God’s chosen intercessors, and we must understand the power God has given us 

through our prayers.  Whether we are praying for an entire nation, or just one person, God listens 

to our prayers and will answer them.  The key is praying them according to God’s heart.  Moses 

reminded God of His covenant love that He had made with His people, and destroying them would 

go against that.  We must know God and share His heart, so we can effectively pray like Moses.  

When we pray in the will of God, we too can turn the hand of God from destruction. 

 

Moses went down the mountain as fast as he could; and with each step, the noise from the camp 

grew louder and louder.  Halfway down the mountain, he met up with Joshua, who had stayed on 

the mountain while Moses was with God.  Joshua had heard all the shouting in the camp too, and 

wondered if there they were being invaded.8  When the two of them finally were able to see that the 

noise was coming from a wild idolatrous party, Moses became very angry.  He took the two stone 

tablets that were in his hands and threw them to the ground, smashing them in front of all the 

people.   

 

Moses grabbed the golden calf and threw it in the fire.  He ground the charred remains into a 

fine dust; which he threw into the stream of water that came down the mountain, and made the 

people drink it.  He then turned to Aaron and asked him, “What did the people do to cause you to 

bring this great sin upon them”? Aaron was not repentant, but blamed the people for being evil.  Then 

he lied and said he threw the gold in to the fire and out came a calf.  Moses blamed Aaron for 

letting the people get out of control.  Leaders always have a great responsibility to lead others in 

the truth, and not lead them into sin.  We must watch what we do, and not cause out brothers and 

sisters to sin.   

 

Moses stood at the gate of the camp and cried out, “Whoever is for the Lord, come to me.”  The sons 

of Levi gathered around Moses.  He then sent them out to kill those in open rebellion to God; and 

3000 were killed that day!9  Moses went back up to meet with God to atone for the sins of the 

people.  He told God he was willing to die for the people.  God told Moses He would punish the 

people for their sins, and He would no longer lead the people to the Promised Land.  He would 

send an angel to escort them there.  He would no longer dwell in the presence of this obstinate 

group of people.   

 

The people heard what God had said, and they went into mourning.  Moses reminded God again that 

these were His people.  He pleaded with God not to leave them, “If Thy presence does not go with us, 

do not lead us up from here.”10  God again changed his mind, and did what Moses asked, because 

he had found favor in His eyes.11   

 

                                                        
8 Exodus 32:17 
9 Exodus 32:26-28 
10 Exodus 33:15 
11 Exodus 33:17 
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God inscribed another set of stone tablets with His commandments, and His covenant words.  He 

spoke of His compassion that He had for His people, along with warning that He would punish their 

iniquities, transgressions, and sins.12  God then told Moses that He would drive out the nations that 

were now in the Promised Land; but His people must be careful to not have anything to do with 

them.  They were not to make any covenant with them, they were not to intermarry with them, and 

they were not to worship their gods, but to tear down everything pertaining to their pagan worship. 

 

Deuteronomy 10:12-13  "Now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require 
from you, but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all His ways and love Him, and 
to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to keep 
the Lord’s commandments and His statutes which I am commanding you today for 
your good?”  

 

God is holy and to be God’s people we must follow His commands, precepts, and laws.  They lead us 

so we will live holy and consecrated lives, different from the rest of the world.13 

 

God reminded the people of His previous instructions for taking a Sabbath rest every week, for 

observing His feasts, and building His Tabernacle.  Work began on the Tabernacle as soon as 

Moses returned with the second set of Ten Commandments.  When all the work on the 

Tabernacle was complete, the craftsmen presented it to Moses. He inspected their work, and it was 

all done just as the Lord had commanded.14  After all the items were put in place, Moses anointed 

and consecrated every furnishing, altar, and utensil.  Then for twelve days, each tribe brought an 

offering to the Tabernacle.15 

 

After the twelve days of offerings, the cloud of God’s presence came and settled over the Tent of 

Meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the Tabernacle, so much so that Moses was not able to 

enter!16  After that fire came down from heaven and consumed the burnt offerings.  The people 

shouted and fell on their faces in worship to Almighty God!17 

 

During the time of the opening of the 

Tabernacle, Aaron’s sons, who were in 

line to be the next High Priests, 

dishonored God with their rebellion.  Nadab and Abihu entered the Tent of Meeting and put 

“strange” incense on the Golden Altar of Incense, which God had not commanded them to  

 

                                                        
12 Exodus 34:6-7 
13 Leviticus 11:44-45 
14 Exodus 39:32-33,42-43 
15 Numbers 7 
16 Exodus 40:34-35 
17 Leviticus 9:24 

Nadab and Abihu 
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do.18  In fact they broke several of His laws about the priestly duty of ministering to God at the Altar 

of Incense.  They both went in, where God said it was only to be one priest.  They used their own 

mix of incense, and not the only exclusive one God commanded was to be used. Thirdly, they did 

not offer the incense at the prescribed time.   

 

God’s commands to the priests, who were to minister to Him, were clearly written out; so why 

would they do this?  They had just helped their father when he made atonement for the people at 

the Golden Altar.  They had brought Aaron bowls of blood from the recent sacrifice at the Bronze 

Altar, carried them into the Tent of Meeting, and watched their father put the blood on the horns of 

the Golden Altar. They then helped him at the Bronze Altar.  Maybe having such a famous father in 

the eyes of the people and God, they thought they were worthy of doing whatever they wanted to 

in the Tabernacle.  We do not know their motives, but we do know that God would not stand for 

their disrespect in His Tabernacle.  God immediately sent down a consuming fire, and they died!   

 

Moses understood right away why they were killed.  These men were from the tribe of Levi, and 

they were to be priests in God’s Holy Tabernacle.  They had been chosen to one day be High Priests, 

to minister to God directly.  Those who are called to that place with God must walk a very 

different lifestyle than others.  They must be holy as God is holy! As God’s priests, as we come 

nearer to God, we must not think we can approach God any way we want, or that we can speak to 

Him anyway we want.  We must have a holy fear (reverence) for God at all times and in all ways in 

our lives!  

 

Leviticus 10:3 “…By those who come near Me, I will be treated as holy, and before 

all the people I will be honored."  

 

As soon as Moses spoke these words, Aaron kept silent. He knew that his sons had committed 

a horrible offense against God.  As saddened as he was for losing his sons, God would not let Aaron 

or his family grieve.  That would have started an emotional tidal wave of criticism against God, and 

He didn’t want to have to have to bring His wrath down on them also.  That day God made a 

distinction between the holy and the profane - the clean and the unclean!19 

 

 

Numbers 10:11-12  “Now in the second year, in the second month, on the twentieth 
of the month, the cloud was lifted from over the tabernacle of the testimony; and 
the sons of Israel set out on their journeys from the wilderness of Sinai. Then the 
cloud settled down in the wilderness of Paran.”  

                                                        
18 Leviticus 10:1 
19 Leviticus 10:10 
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After almost a year of camping at the 

base of Mt. Sinai, the cloud lifted up 

from over the Tabernacle.  There was 

great excitement as everyone in the camp was busy getting their tents and belongings packed up, 

and gathering their livestock.  Moses asked his Father-in-law, Hobab, to accompany them since he 

knew the terrain so well.  At first he was hesitant, but he finally agreed.   The appointed Priests and 

Levites took down the Tabernacle as the Lord had commanded.  The tribe of Judah raised up their 

standard (banner), and their army led the way for the rest of Judah.  One by one, the rest of the 

tribes of Israel followed in their prescribed order, under their own banner and with their mighty 

men leading the way.   As they left, Moses prayed to the Lord, "Rise up, O Lord! And let Your enemies 

be scattered, and let those who hate You flee before You."20 

 
The Lord led them north-east for three days before the cloud settled down in the wilderness 

of Paran.21  The Levites and the Priests arrived first and set up the Tabernacle before anyone else 

arrived.22   When everyone got to the camp, they set it up just as it had been at Mt. Sinai.  Moses 

again prayed and said, “Return Thou, O Lord, to the myriad thousands of Israel.” 

 

Please read Numbers 11 

As soon as they camped, the people started to complain.  The Lord 

heard their complaints and His anger was kindled, and He sent fire to 

consume some on the outskirts of the camp.  Moses prayed to the 

Lord, and the fire died out.  They called this place Taberah because the fire of the Lord burned 

among them. 

 

Incredibly, at their next stop some of the 

foreigners (rabble) who traveled with the 

Hebrews started complaining about not 

having meat; and soon the sons of Israel joined in, also demanding meat to eat.  They remembered 

what they ate in Egypt and they had grown tired of Manna.  Moses was overwhelmed with the 

grumblings he heard from the people and the anger of the Lord.  He asked God, “Why did I get 

strapped with these people?  This burden is too much for me!” 

 

The Lord asked Moses to gather 70 men from among the elders, and their officers, and bring them 

to the Tent of Meeting.  They were to stand with Moses, and God would come down and take of the 

Spirit that was upon Moses and put it on them; so they could share the burden of the people.  God 

was going to let them prophesy one time to the people.  God told these men to tell the people to 

consecrate themselves; for starting on the next day, God would send them meat for an entire month.    

 

                                                        
20 Numbers 10:35 
21 Numbers 10:33 
22 Numbers 10:21 
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He said there would be so much meat they would get sick of it and not want to eat meat again!  God 

was very angry that they rejected Him and His plans for them, by longing to go back to Egypt!   

 

The next day a wind came and it brought quail from the sea, and they began to fall all around the 

camp.  So many came that day that they were piled three feet deep.  Many people went out and 

gathered these quail for two days and nights; taking home at least 110 bushels of quail!  The Lord 

was angered by their greed, and as they were eating the roasted quail, the Lord struck the 

people with a very server plague.  All who were greedy were killed! They named this place 

Kibroth-hattaavah, which means greedy.23 

 

Please read Numbers 12 

 
This time the rebellion came against Moses, and it was from his 

brother and sister – Aaron and Miriam.  They spoke against Moses 

because he had married a woman from Cush, and not a Hebrew.  

They also said, “Has the Lord indeed spoken only through Moses?  Has He not spoken through us as 

well?”24  God called the three siblings to the Tent of Meeting!  This was much like being sent to 

your room to wait for the wrath of your parents to punish you.   

 

God spoke to Aaron and Miriam and told them He speaks to them in dreams and visions; but 

to His servant Moses, He speaks face to face, plainly as one speaks to his friend.  He asked 

them why they were not afraid to speak against Moses.  The anger of the Lord burned against 

them and He left them.  Instantly, Miriam was struck with leprosy.  Aaron immediately repented for 

their sins, and asked Moses to intercede for their sister.  Moses cried out to God to heal her.  God 

said He would, but after seven days.  After the seven days, she was healed and the people moved on. 

 

Please read Numbers 13 

 

The pillar of cloud finally rested in the Wilderness of 

Paran, probably near Rithmah.  This was God’s chosen 

destination since leaving Mt. Sinai.  This was a place close 

to the southern border of the Promised Land, where the Lord would give a test to His people to see 

if they were ready to possess the Promised Land of Canaan.  God told Moses to send out twelve 

men, a leader from each tribe, to spy out the land of Canaan.  They were to enter through the 

Negev Desert and then go up into the hill country.  They were to see what the land was like, and 

what was growing on it.  He asked them to bring back samples of the produce of the land, since it 

was close to harvest time.   They were also to check out the people, and see if they lived in large 

fortified cities, or just small villages.  

                                                        
23 Numbers 11:31-35 
24 Numbers 12:2 
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These men were gone for forty days, and saw much of the Promised Land.  They brought Moses 

grapes, pomegranates, and figs.  One cluster of grapes was so large, it had to be carried on a pole 

between two men.  They reported that the land was indeed very fertile and would abundantly 

provide for them (a land of milk and honey).  “BUT, the people who live there are very strong and 

they live in fortified cities, and they are giants!!”  And then Caleb stood and said, “We should by all 

means go up and take possession of it (land), for we shall surely overcome it.”25 

 

Ten of the spies said, that is impossible!  They are too strong for us!  There are even giants living 

among them, the sons of Anak, who were part of the Nephilim (part human, part fallen 

angel/demon).  This caused all the people to cry and grumble against Moses and Aaron for 

bringing them into the wilderness to die.  How many times have they used that same line?  They 

then go on to criticize God for allowing them to die and their families become slaves to these giants!  

Isn’t it amazing where our minds led by fear will take us?   

 

The grumblers decided to appoint a new leader to take them back to Egypt!  Mosses and Aaron fell 

on their faces, and Joshua and Caleb (the two spies who disagreed with the ten) tore their clothes 

in grief!  Joshua and Caleb tried to speak truth to the people, saying the land is really good land, and 

“if the Lord is pleased with us, He will be with us and there will be no need to fear these people”.  

The people would not listen, and talked about stoning Moses, Aaron, Joshua, and Caleb.  

 

Then the glory of the Lord came down and appeared in the Tent of Meeting, for all to see!  He 

said, “How long will this people spurn Me?  How long will they not believe in Me, despite all the signs 

which I have performed in their midst?”  He then told Moses He “would smite the people with 

pestilence and dispossess them, and I will make you into a nation greater and mightier than they. 26  

 

Moses again interceded for the people, desiring to change God’s wrath.  He reminded God that 

He would look very bad to the other nations.  They would say that He was not able to bring this 

people into the land He had promised them, so He slaughtered them in the wilderness.  Moses then 

reminded God that His power is limitless, and that He is full of lovingkindness towards His people.  

He is a God who forgives and pardons the sins of His people.  Moses pleaded with God to pardon the 

people according to the words He had spoken!  Can you see the power of knowing God’s Word, 

so you can pray it back to God? 

 

God pardoned the people; but because they had seen His glory and His miracles, and still put Him 

to the test ten times with their rebellion; He would not allow them to enter the Promised Land.  

Of the men over the age of 20, only Caleb and Joshua would enter the Promised Land27, because they  

 

                                                        
25 Numbers 13:30 
26 Numbers 14:11-12 
27 Numbers 14:28-30 
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had a different spirit about them and they followed God fully!  God said He would bring their 

children into the Promised Land, the very ones they were always accusing God of trying to kill in 

the wilderness!  God instructed Moses that they would turn around, away from Canaan, and head 

back into the wilderness towards the Red Sea.    

 

The people mourned greatly at the words God spoke to them; yet the next day they rebelled again 

against God!  They admitted that they had sinned, but they would go up into the Promised Land.  

Moses warned them that they were in rebellion, and the Lord would NOT be with them; but they 

would not listen to turn back.  The Amalekites and the Canaanites killed them as soon as they 

came into their land.   
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Digging Deeper into the Riches of God’s Word 

 
 

1. Twice Moses went up on the mountain to be with God for forty days?  What scriptures show 

this? 

 

 

2. In Exodus 34 Moses asked God for an amazing favor – to see Him.  How did God answer this 

request? 

 

Why do you think Moses asked this of God? 

 

Why do you think God agreed to it? 

 

 

3. In Numbers 11:21-23 Moses asked God, where are you going to get all this meat you have 

promised?  God replied with, “Is My power limited?”  When did you doubt God and limit His 

power in your mind?   Or when did He show you His limitless power? 

 

 

4. Name the ten times the people put the Lord to the test in their rebellion since leaving Egypt?  

List where and how the people rebelled.  You will need to look back in previous chapters 

also to answer this question. 
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We left off in our last chapter with God pardoning His people once again for their acts of rebellion; 

but He told them He would not allow the adults to enter the Promised Land.  God knew they did 

not have it in them to obey Him.  He said Joshua and Caleb, and all the children (everyone under the 

age of twenty) had the right spirit to love Him and walk in obedience.  This spirit was vital for 

them to be victorious in the battles and temptations they would face in taking the Promised 

Land.  The pillar of cloud lifted up and turned the people away from Canaan, and lead them south, 

back into the wilderness.   For the next 38 years, the sons of Israel wandered in the wilderness, 

until all the men had died who had rebelled over and over again after they left Egypt.  Except for 

Joshua and Caleb, the oldest people going into the Promised Land were 58 years old.1  God used 

those years to raise up the “children” in love and discipline, to trust Him and follow Him.  The sons 

of Israel would need this young army to fight the “giants” in the land. 

 

Deuteronomy 8:2, 5  "You shall remember all the way which the Lord your God 

has led you in the wilderness these forty years, that He might humble you, testing 

you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments 

or not… Thus you are to know in your heart that the Lord your God was disciplining 

you just as a man disciplines his son.”  

 

Please read Numbers 16 – 17. 

 

Shortly after the remaining sons of 

Israel left the outskirts of Canaan, a 

man by the name of Korah from the 

tribe of Levi, along with Datham and Abiram from the tribe of Reuben, challenged Moses’ 

leadership.  They convinced 250 leaders among the 12 tribes to agree with their complaints 

against Moses.  They stood up to Moses declaring they were all as holy as Moses.  They didn’t think 

he should be exalted above all the people.2   Moses could not believe their words.  Korah served the 

Lord as a Levite before God and the people, yet he was not satisfied with his position; he lusted after 

a more prominent position.  Moses summoned Datham and Abiram to appear before him, but they  

                                                        
1 Numbers 32:11-13 
2 Numbers 16:3 
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refused.  They were fed up with Moses being the boss, and felt he was lording himself over them!   

Moses became very angry at their rebellious accusations!  The tension in the camp was intense.  

They were on the brink of anarchy, with rebellion spreading throughout the camp.   

 

Moses told Korah to bring every one of the rebels to the tabernacle the next day with their censers 

(firepans) to offer incense to the Lord.   They stood in the doorway to the tent of Meeting along with 

Moses and Aaron.  Suddenly the glory of the Lord appeared in their midst, and He told Moses 

and Aaron to separate themselves from the 250 men, because He was going to instantly 

consume the rebels.  Moses and Aaron instantly prayed to God to not kill them all.  God told them 

to warn everyone to get far away from the three instigators, their families, and dwellings.   Moses 

told the people they were about to see the Lord bring judgment against these men; for the Lord was 

going to open up the ground and entirely swallow up these men and their families.  As soon as Moses 

spoke these words, the ground split open and swallowed these men, and their households, and all 

the men who belonged to them, and their possessions.  Then the earth closed up, and all trace of 

them was gone!3  Fire then came down from heaven and killed the 250 men who followed Korah in 

his rebellion.   

 

Psalm 106:16-18  “When they became envious of Moses in the camp, and of Aaron, 

the holy one of the Lord, the earth opened and swallowed up Dathan, and engulfed 

the company of Abiram. And a fire blazed up in their company; the flame consumed 

the wicked.”  

 

Incredibly, the very next day everyone in the camp blamed Moses and Aaron for the deaths 

of their families and friends!  The glory of the Lord appeared, and the Lord spoke to Moses and 

Aaron, telling them to get away from the people, for He was going to kill them all!  Moses told 

Aaron to quickly go to the Altar of Incense and make atonement for the people.   As he was running 

to the Tabernacle, people started to die.  Aaron stood between the living and the dead, to make 

intercession for those who were still alive!4  That day 14,700 died, along with the 253 who were 

killed the day before.  We must thank the Lord for the blood of Jesus that washes away our sins.  We 

all deserve instant death for our sins, but Jesus made atonement for our sins once and for all! 

 

1 John 4:10  “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent 

His Son to be the propitiation (atonement) for our sins.”  

 

 

                                                        
3 Numbers 16:30-34 
4 Numbers 16:48 
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Knowing that the people were still grumbling over the authority of Moses and Aaron, God told 

Moses to assemble a leader from each tribe.  They each were to place their staff (with their name 

written on it) in the tabernacle in front of the Ark of the Covenant.  Aaron would represent the tribe 

of Levi.  Whoever’s staff grew a leaf overnight would be the new High Priest.  As you can 

imagine, only Aaron’s staff budded; but in addition to leaves, it also had flowers and almonds 

growing on it!  This rod was placed in the Ark of the Covenant, as a sign against the rebels.  This put 

an end to their grumbling over Moses and Aaron’s leadership.   

 

Please read Numbers 20. 

 

It had been almost 38 years since the sons of Israel left Rithmah 

(near Kadesh), on the southern border of Canaan.  They headed south 

into the wilderness for a while, probably traveling in a large circle.  They 

camped in eighteen locations, all spaced out 4-6 miles from each other.  They called these locations: 

Rimmon-perez, Libnah, Rissah, Kehelathah, Mount Shepher, Haradah, Makheloth, Tahath, Terah, 

Mithkah, Hashmonah, Moseroth Bene-jaakan, Hor-haggidgad, Jotbathah, Abronah, Ezion-geber, and 

Kadesh.5  They camped in uninhabited areas of the desert, so the exact locations of most of these 

areas are unknown. But we do know they camped in the Wilderness of Paran near Kadesh (which 

we can identify) when they spied out Canaan, and then returned to the same area towards the end 

of their wanderings.  By the time they got back to Kadesh, at the beginning of the 40th year since 

leaving Egypt, most of the “adults” who had left Egypt were dead.  While they were in Kadesh, 

Moses and Aaron’s sister, Miriam died.6   

 

Shortly after her death, the people complained to Moses that they had no water to drink.  There 

had never been a time that the Lord did not provide for His people, but they still grumbled and 

complained, once again accusing God and Moses of plotting to kill them in the wilderness.7  

Contended means to argue and complain by disagreeing in a disrespectful way.  Instead of 

quarrelling with Moses, they should have taken the time to console him over the death of his sister; 

and mourn themselves for the loss of Miriam in their lives.  She was a respected prophet to the sons 

of Israel. 

 

Moses and Aaron went to the doorway of the Tent of Meeting, and fell on their faces to inquire of 

the Lord what they needed to do.  The Lord met them, and told Moses to get his rod and gather the 

people.  He instructed Moses to speak to the rock in the midst of all the people, and water 

would gush from it, enough for all the people and their livestock!  From Moses’ words and actions 

that were very much out of his character, it is obvious that he was exasperated with the people.  

First, in an angry and sarcastic tone, Moses yelled out to those who were assembled around him,  

                                                        
5 Numbers 33:16-36 
6 Numbers 20:1 
7 Numbers 20:3-5 
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“Listen now you rebels, shall we bring forth water to you out of this rock?”8  Then he lifted his hand 

and brought it down with great force and struck the rock, not once, but twice!  Words were only 

to be spoken to the rock, not the people.  Incredibly, despite Moses’ disobedience, the Lord still sent 

an abundance of water from the rock.  But as soon as the water came forth, the Lord spoke to Moses 

and Aaron.   

 

Numbers 20:12  “But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, because you have not 

believed Me, to treat Me as holy in the sight of the sons of Israel, therefore you shall 

not bring this assembly into the land which I have given them."  

 

Both of these leaders were told they would not lead the people into the Promised Land, nor 

would they get to enter into it themselves!  They had put up with so much, but in a moment of 

weakness and built-up frustration, they disobeyed God in front of the rebellious people.  If leaders 

are rebellious, the people will follow them and rebel even more.  Leaders must be holy, as God 

is holy; and they must be very careful to always reverence God.  In the midst of the sarcastic 

comment, did you see that Moses and Aaron were taking credit for the miracle?  They said, “Shall 

we bring forth water”, not the Lord will provide the water you desire.   We must be careful with 

every word that comes out of our mouths.  Neither man argued with God, or complained that His 

punishment was too severe.  They both accepted their punishment of dying before entering the 

Promised Land.   

 

In that same chapter, we are told that Aaron died at Kadesh on the 1st day of the 5th month in the 

40th year after leaving Egypt.9  Five months after Miriam, died, God told Aaron he was about to 

die.  He instructed him to take his son, Eleazor, and Moses up to Mt. Hor.  There Aaron took off his 

high priestly clothing and gave it to his son; signifying he was passing down the position of High 

Priest; and then he died.  In spite of the conflicts the people frequently had with Aaron; when he 

died, the people showed their sorrow and respect by mourning for him for thirty days!   

 

While still in Kadesh, but planning to go north towards 

the Promised Land, Moses sent messengers to the 

King of Edom, asking for his permission to pass 

through their land.  They reminded him that the sons of Israel were his relatives.  The Edomites 

were the descendants of Esau, Israel’s (Jacobs’s) brother.  They give them a short history lesson on 

their time in Egypt and how God has led them out of slavery and into the land He had promised 

Abraham.  The messengers went on to say that the huge group would NOT use any of the resources 

of Moab (food or water), and they would stick to the main road, the King’s Highway.   The King of 

Edom said NO, you cannot pass through our land! If you do, we will come against you in battle.   

                                                        
8 Numbers 20:10 
9 Numbers 33:38-39 
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Moses sent another message, and again the King refused his request, and threatened a fight.  So the 

sons of Israel turned south and took a detour around Edom, because the Lord had 

commanded them not to provoke a fight with them. 

 

Deuteronomy 2:4-5  “(and the Lord said) command the people, saying, You will 

pass through the territory of your brothers the sons of Esau who live in Seir (Edom); 

and they will be afraid of you. So be very careful; do not provoke them, for I will not 

give you any of their land, even as little as a footstep because I have given Mount 

Seir to Esau as a possession.”  

 

As the sons of Israel were going the long way around Edom, the 

people became impatient with once again heading south 

instead of North.  They bitterly complained to God and Moses- 

“Why have you brought us into the wilderness to die?  We have no food or water, and we loathe this 

miserable food (manna)!”10  The Lord had blessed His people in all their wanderings in the 

wilderness, so that they did not lack anything!11  In fact, in all their wanderings, traveling on foot in 

the wilderness, their clothing and sandals never showed signs of wear, and their feet never were 

swollen!12  But yet they still grumbled!  In order to put down this act of rebellion, the Lord sent 

fiery serpents, poisonous snakes that bit many of the sons of Israel, most likely the ones who 

led the complaints; and many people died.  It was very obvious to those in the camp that this was a 

direct judgement against their sin, and the people came to Moses crying out in repentance for him 

to intercede for them; and he did.  The Lord told Moses to make a bronze serpent and wind it around 

a standard (a long pole that usually has a flag on it).   The snakes were still in 

the camp, but everyone who was bitten by one of these fiery snakes was to 

look at the bronze serpent; and they would not die, but live.   Doctors today 

have a symbol they use to advertise that they are doctors or belong to an 

association of medical doctors in America.  The drawing to the right is the 

symbol doctors have used since 1902.  They attribute it to some Greek god, 

but the origin was Moses. 

 

Deuteronomy 2:9  "Then the Lord said to me, Do not harass Moab, nor provoke 

them to war, for I will not give you any of their land as a possession, because I have 

given Ar to the sons of Lot as a possession.” 

 

                                                        
10 Numbers 21:4-5 
11 Deuteronomy 2:7 
12 Deuteronomy 29:5 

Rebellion 



200 
 

Riches of God’s Word  

 
 
The sons of Israel finally finished their detour around Edom 

going south and then east, and they were now heading north.  

They camped at Oboth, Iyeabarim, Wadi Zered, Arnon, Beer, 

Mattanah, Nahaliel, Bamoth, and the valley of Mt. Pisgah, in the land of Moab.13  They treated the 

land with respect and did not provoke the people of Moab.  It had been 38 years since the time 

the people agreed with the ten spies and refused to go into the Promised Land, waiting for all the 

men of war (the men who had been over 20) to finally perish. Once they did, the Lord said it was 

time to begin to take possession of the Promised Land.14 

 

Deuteronomy 2:24  “Arise, set out, and pass through the valley of Arnon. Look! I 

have given Sihon the Amorite, king of Heshbon, and his land into your hand; begin 

to take possession and contend with him in battle.” 

 

The sons of Israel continued north to the border of the land of the Amorites.   Moses sent 

messengers to Sihon, the King of the Amorites, asking to allow them to pass through his land.  

Just like with the land of Edom, they too promised to stay on the King’s highway, and to not eat or 

drink from their land.  The king refused to allow them to pass, and immediately sent his army 

to attack the sons of Israel.  God was with Israel, and they defeated the Amorites, taking 

possession of their land from the Aron River to the Jabbok River, as far as the town of Jazer.   They 

captured their cities, even the ones the Amorites had taken from Moab.   

 

The armies continued north, where Og, the King 

of Bashan met them in battle.  King Og was the 

only remnant of the Rephaim - a race of giants in 

that region.  His bed was reported to be 9 cubits long and 4 cubits wide (13 ½ feet x 6 feet).  Moses 

and his men totally defeated Og and his army.  They captured all 60 fortified cities of Bashan, and 

killed all the people, but kept their livestock.15  

 

The land of Bashan (also called Gilead) was known for its extremely fertile grazing lands and their 

famous cows, who were larger, fatter, and stronger than any other kind.  When the tribes of Reuben 

and Gad saw the land, and especially the very impressive cows of Bashan, they asked Moses if they 

could claim this land for their own rather large herds; instead of waiting to cross the Jordan 

River and live in the Promised Land.    

 

The land of the Amorites and Bashan were on the east side of the Jordan River, across from the 

Promised Land to the west.  Moses knew it was a bad idea to let some tribes stay outside of the  

                                                        
13 Numbers 21:10-20 
14 Deuteronomy 2:13-18 
15 Deuteronomy 3:1-11  
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Promised Land.  He tried to dissuade them by saying they needed to help the other tribes fight 

against the nations who were in the Promised Land.  He thought if he got them to come into the 

Promised Land with all their families and livestock, and they saw how great it was, they would stay.  

But instead, they turned the tables on Moses.  They said we will get our families and livestock settled 

in the land of Bashan and the land we took from the Amorites, and then whenever you need our 

help to fight our enemies, we will come.  They promised to not return to their lands across the 

Jordan, until every tribe had possessed their inherited land.  Moses knew their decision was against 

the will of God, and a real slap in His face.  He had done so much to get His people to a special 

land, set apart for Him; and these tribes said, no thanks, we’ll find our own land.  Moses 

divided up the land, and gave it to the tribes of Reuben and Gad, and also half of the tribe of 

Manasseh who wanted to stay in this land.16 

 

Deuteronomy 2:25  “This day I will begin to put the dread and fear of you upon 

the peoples everywhere under the heavens, who, when they hear the report of you, 

will tremble and be in anguish because of you.” 

 

Please read Numbers 22-24. 

 

The sons of Israel went back south towards the land of Moab 

and camped along the Jordan River, across from Jericho in the 

Promised Land.  Balak, the King of Moab, had seen this huge 

group of people camping on his land, and had heard all that Israel had done to their enemies, 

the Amorites; and he became very afraid!  Instead of gathering his army to fight against Israel, 

King Balak sent for the elders of Midian (a territory to the east of Moab, near the Euphrates 

River) to bring him a magician who knew the God of the Hebrews.  His name was Balaam.  They 

sent money for him to put a curse on the sons of Israel.   

 

When the messengers came to Balaam, he asked them to spend the night so he could talk to the 

Lord about this matter.  The Lord came to him and told him NOT to go with them.  God told him 

the sons of Israel were a blessed people, and he was NOT to curse them.17  The next morning 

Balaam told the messengers that the Lord had refused to let him go; so they returned to King Balak.   

The king sent a more numerous and prestigious delegation to speak to Balaam; and they offered 

him great riches and honor, if he would but come and curse the sons of Israel.  He told the men it 

doesn’t matter what you offer to give me, I can only do what the Lord my God tells me to do.  But 

stay the night and I will ask Him again.  That night God tells him that “IF” the men call to him, 

then you may go; BUT only speak the words I give you.   

 

                                                        
16 Numbers 32 
17 Numbers 22:12 
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Balaam didn’t seem to hear the “IF” part, because the next morning without a word spoken to him, 

he saddled his donkey and left with the men.  God was very angry that Balaam was going, so He took 

steps to put obstacles in his way.  God sent a cherubim with a drawn sword to block his path, 

and when Balaam could not see it, God allowed his donkey to see it.  The donkey immediately 

turned off the road.  Balaam struck his donkey to get it back on the road.  Then the angel stood on a 

narrow path near a vineyard that had stone walls on either side.  The donkey once again saw the 

angel and pressed herself against the wall, which ended up smashing Balaam’s foot.  He again acted 

in anger and struck his donkey.  The angel then stood in a narrower location where there was no 

other way to go; so the donkey stopped and lay down on the very narrow road.  Balaam was very 

angry at this point and struck his donkey with a stick.  The Lord opened the mouth of the donkey, 

and the donkey asked Balaam, “Why are you beating me, haven’t I always led you correctly?”  

Then the Lord opened the eyes of Balaam and he saw the cherubim with his sword drawn.  Balaam 

fell to the ground and prostrated himself before the angel.  The angel told Balaam that he came 

as an adversary (opponent) to him because his way was contrary, or the opposite of what 

God wanted.  Balaam told the angel that he would go back home if that was what God wanted him 

to do.  But the angel said to him, “Go with the men, but only speak the words that I shall tell you.” 18   

 

When King Balak heard Balaam was coming, he sacrificed oxen and sheep on his pagan altar, and 

sent some of the meat to Balaam and the leaders with him.  He then took Balaam up to the high place 

of baal, to look at a portion of the sons of Israel, to show them how numerous they were.  He asked 

the king to have seven altars built for him to offer burnt offerings to the Lord.  The Lord spoke 

though him, and Balaam ended up blessing the sons of Israel instead of cursing them.  The king 

was furious, but he still wouldn’t give up.  He took Balaam to another high place and they tried again. 

Again Balaam spoke a wonderful blessing over Israel.  The king asked him to try one more place, 

and maybe that place would be more agreeable to God to curse His people.  That makes no sense, 

but Balaam agreed to try one more place.  But you know what happened, again Balaam blessed 

the sons of Israel!   

 

Numbers 24:10  “…Balak said to Balaam, I called you to curse my enemies, but 

behold, you have persisted in blessing them these three times!”  

 

While waiting in the land of Moab, some of 

the sons of Israel did not keep separate 

from the women of Midian, and went after 

them.  These women enticed them away from God, to play the harlot.  They sacrificed to baal, and 

ate things sacrificed to idols, and worshiped their gods.  When we look to other accounts of this 

great sin, we see that Balaam was behind it.19  He advised King Balak that the only way to curse  

                                                        
18 Numbers 23:35 
19 Numbers 31:16, Revelation 2:14 
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the sons of Israel was to cause them to sin enough to get God to be very angry with them.  He 

suggested the women of Midian be sent to entice them away from the worship of God.  This is exactly 

what happened with King Solomon.  He took many wives who worshipped false gods, and they led 

the wisest man in the world away from his God!  This is why God tells us in His Word to not be 

unequally yoked with unbelievers20, why bad company corrupts good morals…21 

 

The Lord was angry with these men!  He told Moses to send the leaders out of the camp and 

kill every man who had joined themselves to baal of Peor.  While this was happening, Phinehas, 

Eleazar’s son, took a spear and killed a man from the tribe of Simeon and a Midianite woman he had 

been with.  With this act, the plague on the sons of Israel was checked, but 24,000 people died that 

day!  God was pleased with the actions of Phinehas because it showed he understood the 

jealousy God feels for His people.  He made a covenant with Phineas and his descendants, that 

they would be a perpetual priesthood to God, making atonement for the sons of Israel.22   

 

Please read Numbers 31. 

 

God instructed Moses to gather 

1000 men of war from each 

tribe to execute His vengeance 

on Midian.  Vengeance means the infliction of pain on another, in return for an injury or offense, for 

the purposes of justice.  God’s love of justice necessitates punishing the offenders.  With God, 

vengeance is a just retribution, recompense, or punishment.  The armies of the tribes of Israel 

fought against the men of Midian; and killed every male, their five kings, and Balaam! They 

captured the women and children, and plundered their livestock and goods before they burned 

their cities and camps.  They brought all these things to Moses, and he was very angry with them.  

He said, “Why have you spared the women?”  The women were the tools of Balaam to cause the 

24,000 sons of Israel to turn to idols.  He ordered that every boy child was to be killed along with 

the adult women.  Only the young girls who were virgins would be spared.   

 

After the judgment and deaths of the 24,000 men, the Lord asked 

Moses to take a census of all the congregation of the sons of Israel,23 

just like He did before they left Mt. Sinai.   The people were to be 

counted according to the families in each tribe, the father’s households, and then every male in that 

household over the age of 20, who was able to go to war.  In the census taken at Mt. Sinai, God had 

Moses and Aaron ask the leader of each of the twelve tribes to help them count the people.  The list 

of these names is shown twice, in Numbers 1:5-13 and in Numbers 2.  We have come to know that 

when God places a list of names in an odd place, and then give us the list twice, we need to  

                                                        
20 2 Corinthians 6:14 
21 1 Corinthians 15:33 
22 Numbers 25:1-13 
23 Numbers 26 
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investigate it further to see if it has a hidden message of encouragement and hope for His people 

then and now. 

 

Reuben, Elizur (God of the rock) the son of Shedeur (Spreader of light) 

Simeon, Shelumiel (peace of God) the son of Zurishaddai (the Almighty is My rock and strength) 

Judah, Nahshon (one that foretells) the son of Amminadab (to willingly give oneself) 

Issachar, Nethanel (given, ordained, directed of God) the son of Zuar (be brought low) 

Zebulun, Eliab (God of his father) the son of Helon (strength, valor, virtue) 

Ephraim, Elishama (God who hears attentively) the son of Ammihud (People of glory, honor) 

Manasseh, Gamaliel (God who rewards the son of Pedahzur (God has ransomed, rock who redeems) 

Benjamin, Abidan (father of judgment) the son of Gideoni (warlike, warrior) 

Dan, Ahiezer (brother of help or aid) the son of Ammishaddai (people of the Almighty) 

Asher, Pagiel (to come between to make intercession to God) the son of Ochran (trouble) 

Gad, Eliasaph (God who continues to do what He says He will do) the son of Deuel (to know God) 

Naphtali, Ahira (brother of wrong, evil, adversity, affliction) the son of Enan (having eyes)24 

 

God is the rock, our sure foundation, and He is the spreader of light.  He is our peace, Almighty God is 

our strength.  Jesus Christ is the one that was prophesied, who would willingly give of Himself for us.  

God directed Him to humble Himself and come to earth to be among His people.    Jesus was like His 

Father: full of strength, valor, and virtue.  God heard His cries to make His people a people of His glory.  

God rewards those who have been ransomed by the Rock, Jesus Christ.  God judges the hearts of all His 

sons and daughters, and He sends out His angelic warriors to come to the aid of God’s people.  God calls 

us to make intercession for those who are in trouble.  God never changes and He will do all that He has 

said He would do.  He wants everyone to come to truly know Him.  Our enemies come with evil, 

adversity, and affliction; will we keep our eyes upon the Lord? 

 

God also asked Moses to take a census while in Moab, before entering the Promised Land.  These 

are the names of the tribal leaders who would lead the sons of Israel into the Promised Land.  It is 

interesting to note that the tribes of Gad and Reuben were not on this list; most likely because their 

land was to the east of the Jordan River, outside the borders of the Promised Land.25   Let’s look at 

the hidden message in this list from Numbers 34:19-28.   

 

Judah, Caleb (to yelp like a dog) the son of Jephunneh (he will turn his face) 

Simeon, Samuel (heard by God) the son of Ammihud (people of glory)  

Benjamin, Elidad (God of his love) the son of Chislon (hopeful)  

Dan, Bukki (poured out) the son of Jogli (captive)  

Manasseh, Hanniel (favored of God) the son of Ephod (image) 

Ephraim, Kemuel (established of God) the son of Shiphtan (judge) 

Zebulun, Elizaphan(, protected) the son of Parnach (?) 

Issachar, Paltiel(who God delivers) the son of Azzan (strong, powerful) 

                                                        
24 Numbers 1:5-15 
25 Deuteronomy 29:7-8 
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Asher, Ahihud(brother of renown) the son of Shelomi (safe)  

Naphtali, Pedahel(god has ransomed) the son of Ammihud (people of splendor, glory) 

 

My people yelped like a dog to Me, and I turned My face to hear them,  I know them, they are My people 

chosen to reflect My glory.  I am the God who loves them, and their hope is in Me.  Their lives were 

poured out when they were held captive in Egypt.  You are favored by Me and made to shine in My 

image.  I established you to judge the nations.  I protected and delivered you, and made you a strong 

nation, a people of renown, safe with Me.   I have ransomed you to be a people of My glory.   

 

The census taken before entering the Promised Land counted none of the same men as the 

one 38 years before, except for Moses, Joshua, and Caleb.  Notice the totals did not change much. 

 

Tribes Upon leaving   

Mt. Sinai 

Before entering  

Promised land 

Rueben 46,500 43,730 

Simeon 59,300 22,200 

Gad 45,650 40,500 

Judah 74,600 76,500 

Issachar 54,400 64,300 

Zebulun 57,400 60,500 

Ephraim 40,500 32,500 

Manasseh 32,200 52,700 

Benjamin 35,400 45,000 

Dan 62,700 64,400 

Asher 41,500 53,400 

Naphtali 53,400 45,400 

TOTALS 603,550 601,730 

 

The census in Numbers 26 was to be used in the distribution of the land once the sons of Israel got 

to the Promised Land.  The tribes that had the most people were given the most land.26  The 

Lord did not want the tribe of Levi to be counted in either of these censuses because He was not 

going to give them any land to possess.27  The 23,000 Levites and their families were to live on the 

land surrounding the Tabernacle, and later the Temple.  They were to minister to God and take care 

of the Tabernacle.  Their provision would not be from working the land, but from the sacrifices and 

tithes of the people.  God would provide for them.   

 

It was getting close to the time for the sons of Israel to go into the Promised Land, and Moses knew 

the time of his death was drawing near.  Not because he was feeble and frail, which he was not, and  

                                                        
26 Numbers 26:52-56 
27 Numbers 18:20 
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not because he was very old, which he was;28 but because God had said he would not enter the 

Promised Land.  Moses spoke to God about selecting a new leader for the people.29   God 

selected Joshua, the son of Nun.  He and Caleb were the only ones left from those who left Egypt.  

He had always been faithful to Moses and to God.  Joshua was commissioned as the new leader 

before Eleazar the High Priest and all the congregation.   

 

Deuteronomy 34:9  “Now Joshua the son of Nun was filled with the spirit of 

wisdom, for Moses had laid his hands on him; and the sons of Israel listened to him 

and did as the Lord had commanded Moses.”  

 

Before Moses died, God had a very important 

task He wanted Moses to finish.  God wanted 

him to write down all the laws and 

ordinances that He had commanded for His people, so that He could bless them in the Promised 

Land.  Moses finished this task on the 1st day of the 11th month in the 40th year,30 seven months after 

Aaron died.  He spent his remaining time teaching the people what the Lord had given him.   

 

Deuteronomy 32:46-47  “Take to your heart all the words with which I am 

warning you today, which you shall command your sons to observe carefully, even 

all the words of this law. For it is not an idle word for you; indeed it is your life. And 

by this word you will prolong your days in the land, which you are about to cross 

the Jordan to possess."  

 

One of the things that Moses instructed Joshua was that once they were in the Promised Land, he 

was to take the sons of Israel on a field trip to two mountains – Gerizim and Ebal.   These 

mountains were situated side by side, and were very close in size and shape, with a valley between 

them.  Joshua was to place the tribes of Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph, and Benjamin on Mt. 

Gerizim; and the tribes of Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali on Mt. Ebal.31  A 

representative from one of the tribes on Mt. Gerizim was to read God’s commands and His 

promised BLESSING to the people.  Then a representative from one of the tribes on Mt. Ebal was 

to read God’s commands and His promised CURSES to the people.   

 

 

 

                                                        
28 Deuteronomy 34:7 
29 Numbers 27:15-23 
30 Deuteronomy 1:3 
31 Deuteronomy 27:11-13 
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Deuteronomy 11:29  "It shall come about, when the Lord your God brings you into 

the land where you are entering to possess it, that you shall place the blessing on 

Mount Gerizim and the curse on Mount Ebal.  

 

As these words were being spoken, the people had time to look around at their surroundings.  God 

brought them there because there was one marked difference between these two mountains.  Mt. 

Gerizim was very green, with much fruitful foliage; while Mt. Ebal was brown and very dry!  

God wanted His people to see there is life with obedience, and death with disobedience.  

Moses left instructions for those on Mt. Ebal to gather large stones and paint them white.  Then they 

were to write ALL the words of the law on them.32  The law was put on the mountain of disobedience 

and curses to always remind the people of what God requires from His people.  These mountains 

were a giant object lesson to be a constant reminder to His people.  God always brings reminders 

of who He is in our lives, to bring us back to Him, and to bring us closer and closer to Him.  

Deuteronomy 28 has a large listing of the blessings God desires to bestow on His people if we obey 

Him; and then an equally long list of the curses we will incur with disobedience.  We too must 

choose who we will serve.  Which mountain do we walk on? 

 

All the Patriarchs we have studied so far, before they 

died, spoke a blessing over their sons.  Moses was like a 

father to the sons of Israel, and he loved them very much.  

He was concerned about them when he left, so he gave each one a final blessing.33  Moses began 

and ended his blessing of each of the tribes with praise to Almighty God, reminding the sons of 

Israel that they were to be holy before the God who protects them in His loving arms.  He will always 

be their sword and shield against their enemies.   

 

The blessings Moses gave to the tribes were similar to the blessings that Jacob gave his 12 sons 

before he died.  In Moses’ blessing, one tribe is left out of most manuscripts of the Bible – the tribe 

of Simeon.  Some say it is because they never distinguished themselves like the tribe of Levi, but 

others say it is because they started the spiritual adultery with the women of Midian.  It is 

interesting to compare the two prophetic blessings, and see how they have fared.  Keep these 

prophecies in mind as we continue our study in Book 2, “Possessing the Promised Land.”   

 

Moses also left the sons of Israel a Song of Remembrance34, for them to sing down through the ages; 

to remember who God is and what He had done for His people.  Moses ascribed to the Lord the 

greatness due His name.  He described God as perfect, just, faithful, upright, a rock, our Father, Most 

High, and I am.  He reminded us that God leads us, establishes us, encircles us, cares for us, and  

                                                        
32 Deuteronomy 27:2-4, Joshua 8:30-35 
33 Deuteronomy 33 
34 Deuteronomy 32:1-43 
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guards us as something very special.  Moses went on to show God as a jealous God who punishes 

those who go after other gods; and a God of justice who fights against those who attack His people.  

He takes vengeance to vindicate His people, and repays all who hate Him.  Moses knew God’s people 

would face many enemies in the near and distant future to possess the Promised Land; and we must 

all know that it is God who will fight our battles!  Moses ended his song by encouraging the sons 

of Israel to listen carefully to every word the Lord had spoken to them, and to carefully observe 

them all, so it would go well with them! 

 

As soon as Moses sang this song of Remembrance, 

the Lord said it was time.  God called Moses to 

come up Mount Nebo (also called Mt. Pisgah); to 

die, ascend, and be gathered with those who had died before him.    Before Moses died, the Lord 

showed him the land that the Hebrews would be possessing – the Promised Land.  He pointed 

out where the tribes of Dan, Naphtali, Ephraim, Manasseh, and Judah would be living.  Then Moses 

died, and God buried him on the mountain.   No one knows where he was buried, except God.35   

 

The Bible makes it very clear that Moses did not die because he was sick or feeble, for he still had 

excellent eyesight (he could see great distances into the Promised Land) and his vigor (strength) 

had not abated (lessened).  If he could climb a mountain by himself on the day he died, that was one 

strong 120 year old man!  God praised Moses as a unique prophet, who did all He asked him to 

do, and one whom the Lord knew face to face!   

 

An interesting side note about Moses – he physically appeared in the New Testament!  He 

appeared on the mountain when Jesus was transfigured – when Peter, James, and John were able to 

see His true glory.  Suddenly Moses and Elijah appeared!  I do not know how Peter was able to 

recognize them, but he did and he called them by name.36   There are two witnesses who will appear 

at the end of the age, and many people think that Moses could be one of them.37  Moses led and is 

still leading a truly amazing life! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                        
35 Deuteronomy 34:1-6 
36 Matthew 17:1-8, Mark 9:2-8, Luke 9:28-36 
37 Revelation 11:3-13 
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Digging Deeper into the Riches of God’s Word 

 
 

1. Read Exodus 40:1, 17; Numbers 1:1, 9:1-2, 10:11-12 and Deuteronomy 1:1-8.  These 

passages give the timing of some important dates in the journey of the sons of Israel.  List 

these 5 events, place them in the right order, and write down when they occurred. 

 

 

2. Compare the census in Numbers 2 and Numbers 26.  What was the increase or decrease in 

the population of each of the twelve tribes?  Which tribes do you think had walked in more 

obedience to God, just by looking at these statistics? 

 

 

3. Please read Numbers 21:1-3.  Why do you think the Lord allowed the King of Arad to attack 

Israel, and then let the sons of Israel utterly destroy them? 

 

 

4. Balaam might hear from God, but he had great mixture in his life.  List some of the ways he 

compromised in his life.   

 

 

5. Look closer at the three blessings that Balaam spoke in Numbers 23 and 24. 

 

Summarize the three blessings. 

 

Summarize the prophecy in Numbers 23:15-24.  Who do you think this could refer to? 

 

Most kings would have killed Balaam out of their anger at the first blessing.  Why do you 

think King Balak did not kill Balaam, even after 3 blessings and an incredible prophesy?   

 

 

6. Summarize the blessing that Jacob gave his 12 sons (Genesis 49), and the blessing Moses 

gave the tribes of Israel (Deuteronomy 33).  How are they the same and how are they 

different. 
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Book 1  
Beginnings 

 

I pray you enjoyed your journey through the first 2500 years of the history of mankind and the God 

who created us and loves us more than we can imagine.  This amazing history was preserved in the 

first five books of the Old Testament.  Along with this history, I hope you have a greater 

understanding of the character of God, especially His power, love, faithfulness, patience, and 

holiness.   

 

I encourage you to finish your journey in Riches of God’s Word, Book 2 – Possessing the Land.  

This book is the continuation of our historical journey through the Old Testament, and it will cover 

the final 1500 years, leading up to the birth of Jesus Christ.  This study starts with God’s chosen 

people, the Hebrews, preparing to go into the Promised Land.  They will have many challenges; 

some ending in victory and others in defeat.   We will see God faithfully lead His people into 

greatness when they were following after Him, and then into captivity for a time until the people 

repented of their sins and returned back to the Lord.  This study will clearly show us God’s sovereign 

hand in the rise and fall of nations.   

 

 

You can order additional copies of this book, Riches of God’s Word, Book 1 – Beginnings, or 

Riches of God’s Word, Book 2 – Possessing the Land from Amazon Books.  You can also see other 

discipleship studies on our web site: www.thecomingmessenger.org. 

 

 

This Is Your Season Ministries 

P O Box 206 

Rockwall, TX  75087 

 

This Is Your Season Discipleship Studies are designed to encourage all believers to dig deeper into 

the Word of God, to know the Love of God, and to be filled completely with His Presence.   


