
Beyond The Veil 
Journey to Intimacy with the Lord  

Through the Study of His Tabernacle 

 

 

 

Discipleship Studies 
 

Vikki Tynan 

 



2 
 

Beyond The Veil 
 
 
 
Copyright ©2012 by Vikki Tynan 
You have permission to copy any portion of this book for further 
study. 
 
Cover Design by Vikki Tynan 
Image Licensed by IStockphoto.com 
Chapter clip art courtesy of Oldbookart.com 
 
Scripture taken from the New American Standard Bible Copyright 
©1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977 by the 
Lockman Foundation.  Used by permission.   
 
 
ISBN:  9798629637790 
Printed in the United States of America 

 
 

 
This Is Your Season Ministries  
P O Box 206 
Rockwall, TX  75087 

 
 
This Is Your Season Discipleship Studies are designed to encourage all 
believers to dig deeper into the Word of God, to know the Love of 
God, and to be filled completely with His Presence.   

 
To order additional copies of this book, or other discipleship studies, 

please contact us at: www.thisisyourseason.org. 



3 
 

 

Dedication 
 

 

I dedicate this book to the first graduating class of This Is 

Your Season’s New Generation International Worship 

Institute: Victoria, Rena, Gloria, Devon, and Angeles. 

 

You were the first ones to hear this teaching and your 

enthusiasm over this topic has propelled me to write 

Beyond the Veil.  It was an honor and a pleasure to teach 

you your first year.  I loved every moment seeing the “light 

bulb” light up your faces when the scriptures you had 

learned in the past came to life in this teaching.  You all 

had a certain part of the tabernacle that you related to the 

most, and my prayer is that now you will seek His 

Presence beyond the veil at all times.   
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I was glad when they said to me,  
let us go to the house of the Lord.   

Psalm 122:1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 
 

 

Beyond The Veil 
 

Contents 

Introduction ……………………………………………………………………………7 

The Tabernacle of God ………………………………………………….……..10 

Outside the Tabernacle ……………………………………………….……….15 

Bronze Altar ………………………………………………………………………….27 

Levites – Service of Priests ……………………………………………….…42 

Brass Laver ……………………………………………………………………………54 

Golden Lampstand ……………………………………………………………..67 

Table of Showbread ……………………………………………………………..81 

Altar of Incense …………………………………………………………………….90 

Holy of Holies ………………………………………………………………………107 

Future Tabernacles ……………………………………………………………126 



6 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Do you not know  
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Beyond The Veil 

Introduction 

 
You may be asking, “Why should we study about a dusty 

old tent that the Hebrews erected in the desert over 3450 years 

ago which no longer exists?”  This study will answer that 

question and lead you on a surprising journey deeper into God’s 

presence, leading to greater surrender and intimacy with the 

Supreme God of the universe.   

God’s desire from the beginning of time is for all mankind 

to live in close intimacy with Him.  He loves us so much that He 

wants us to be close to Him.  He has always and will always say 

to us, “Come, come into My courts”.  The Christian band 

Deluge wrote a beautiful song about us coming into His 

courts…  

Welcome in the way is open  

Come on in  

You are My temple My tabernacle  

I've chosen you  

Come abide my Spirit's calling  

Deep inside you're My beloved  

There is none other I love more than you  
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So come oh My beloved come  

Come in My courts  

I am calling you1 

 

These beautiful words are God beckoning all mankind to 

come into the Tabernacle of God.  The original tabernacle was a 

temporary and portable structure that God personally designed 

to be His dwelling place in the midst of His people; a place 

where He would meet and talk with them so that they would 

know that He is their God.2 

  

Exodus 25:8-9, 22  Let them construct a sanctuary for Me, 

that I may dwell among them, according to all that I am 

going to show you, as the pattern of the tabernacle… and 

there I will meet you…    

 

When Moses was up on Mount Sinai for forty days getting 

the Ten Commandments, God was also giving Moses very 

detailed construction plans for His Tabernacle.  Two chapters in 

the Bible are devoted to the creation of everything in the 

universe and everyone on the earth, yet fifty chapters are 

devoted to the detailed descriptions and instructions God 

personally gave Moses for building the Tabernacle.  I have come 

to realize that when there is this much written in God’s Word 

about something, it is very important to Him. 

                                        
1 Come In My Courts written by Joel and Jonathan Stockstill 
2 Exodus 29:42-46 
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The Tabernacle was built while Moses and the Israelites 

were in their second year3 of their forty years of wandering in 

the wilderness after they left Egypt.  It was designed to move 

from place to place as God led His people to fresh grazing spots 

for their herds.  Later on Solomon build a permanent building in 

Jerusalem to be a dwelling place for God’s presence.  The 

temple was designed with the same plans, but stone and gold 

covered cedar replaced the fabric walls of the tabernacle.   

Join me as we explore this marvelous structure designed by 

God to lead us into closer intimacy with Him.  Come into His 

courts; come all the way in, beyond the veil! 

 

 

 

                                        
3 Exodus 40:17 
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I want you to imagine yourselves with the children of Israel, 

traveling in the wilderness with Moses.  Imagine what it would 

be like camping with over a million of your relatives and all 

their animals.  You were used to living in Egypt, in a city with 

homes of solid walls.  Yes, you are glad to no longer be a slave 

under the harsh treatment of the Egyptians, but this desert life is 

not what you expected.  Now you are living in tents in the middle 

of nowhere.  Whenever you stop long enough you explore a 

different part of the twelve square miles of the camp.  Each of 

the twelve tribes of Israel is assigned the same spot when they 

stop, which makes it much easier for you to get around and not 

The Tabernacle of God 

Chapter 1 
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get lost.  Your favorite place to explore is in the very center of 

the camp, the Tabernacle, located in front of Moses’ and 

Aaron’s tent.   Even though the camp is huge, the tabernacle 

was obvious to all of us.  It is the focal point of our community.  

The older men would gather in the courtyard of the Tabernacle 

each day while the kids ran around the outside. 

   

Approaching the Tabernacle, the first thing you see are beautiful 

white linen curtains, with sixty bronze covered poles holding 

them up.  These curtains are one hundred fifty feet long, seventy 

five feet wide and 7½ feet tall hung on a silver bar like a curtain 

rod.   These curtains act as a separation between the people and 

the Tabernacle court. 

 

On the east side, across from Moses’ tent, there is a beautiful 

fabric gate which is the only entrance into the tabernacle.  It is 

thirty feet wide and split into four panels. These curtains 

contrast with the white curtains because these are woven of red, 

purple, and blue linen, making the entrance obvious to all. These 

curtain walls act as a barrier between God and man, shutting 

God in and man out.  The openings in the red, purple, and blue 

curtains provide a way for us to enter into God’s presence to 

worship Him.   
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Inside the curtains, there is a structure fifteen feet wide by forty 

five feet long and fifteen feet high (Holy Place or the Inner 

Court).  It has a smaller chamber inside at the rear that is fifteen 

feet wide by fifteen feet long (the Holy of Holies).  This entire 

structure is covered with four layers of fabric or animal skin, 

starting with embroidered linen on the inside, woven goat hair, 

ram skin dyed red, and then the top layer is porpoise skin to 

keep everything inside dry.  The linen represents righteousness, 

the goat hair represents a sin offering, the red ram skin 

represents substitution by the blood, and the porpoise skin 

represents protection.  As believers in Jesus Christ, we are 

covered by the righteousness of God through Christ, who made 

Himself to be a sin offering for us, paying the price with His 

blood, so we are protected from death. 

 

The most amazing thing about the Tabernacle is that it can be 

seen from everywhere in the camp.  In the day time, there is 

always a plume of smoke, or maybe it is a cloud, that hovers 

over this inner building in the back of the Tabernacle. At night it 

is a pillar of fire.  This is the manifest presence of God.  I am 

always glad to see it every day, no matter where we are camped.  

One time I overheard Moses say to God that he would not go 

anywhere unless God was there.4   

                                        
4 Exodus 33:15 
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For almost five hundred years, the tabernacle served as a place 

for God to dwell among His people and a place where His 

people could fellowship with Him.  The tabernacle served as a 

visual reminder to Israel that they served the true and living 

God; which helped keep them from idol worship.   

 

When we are ready to truly love God with all our heart, we can 

be a beautiful temple for the Spirit of God to dwell.  The Bible 

tells us that our bodies are the temple of the Living God, with 

Jesus as our solid foundation. 

 

1Corinthians 6:19-20  Or do you not know that your body is 

a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have 

from God, and that you are not your own?    For you have 

been bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your 

body.   

 

Psalm 27:4-6  One thing I have asked from the LORD, that I 

shall seek: That I may dwell in the house of the LORD all 

the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD And to 

meditate in His temple. For in the day of trouble He will 

conceal me in His tabernacle; in the secret place of His tent 

He will hide me; He will lift me up on a rock. And now my 

head will be lifted up above my enemies around me, and I 

will offer in His tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing, 

yes, I will sing praises to the LORD.    

 

God’s purpose for all believers is for our bodies to be a temple 

of the living God, to carry His Presence.  We must set our hearts 
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and souls to seek the Lord, to carry His presence in our bodies.  

This does not just happen; it takes diligence, step by step to 

dwell in the fullness of the Almighty.  Just as God gave the 

Israelites precise specifications for the tabernacle, we can use 

that same blueprints to guide us in the building up of our bodies 

to be holy and acceptable to God, so His Spirit can dwell within 

us in all the fullness He desires.    When we become His 

tabernacle, we will behold His beauty and dwell in security and 

great joy, always singing praises to the Lord. 

 

As I taught this class, I would regularly ask my students what 

each part of the Tabernacle meant to them.  These are the 

thoughts of Devon.  

 

I noticed how serious God is about His dwelling place.  

The Lord gave instructions to Moses on how He wanted 

His dwelling place to be.  This is very much how God is 

with our lives.  We are His dwelling place. 



15 
 

 

Here you are, standing on a hill overlooking the encampment.  

Traveling this week in the heat and dust has been so tiring.  

After spending most of the afternoon setting up camp you want 

to get away from the crowds to think.  You have been feeling so 

distant from what was going on with your people.  What are we 

doing travelling so long in this desert? Why does it feel like we 

are going around in circles?  You used to have a job and a 

purpose in your life, but now all you do is walk around 

aimlessly.  Looking out over the camp, your eyes are drawn to 

the tabernacle with its white curtains shinning in the sun.  What 

really goes on inside?  Why do those who go in seem to have 

Outside the Tabernacle 

Chapter 2 
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such joy and purpose in their lives?  Why do you feel so alone, 

like you don’t belong anywhere?  There must be more to life 

than this existence? 

 

All of us start Outside the Tabernacle, separated from God’s 

presence.  Jesus cries out to every human being on this planet, 

every human being that Almighty God created and formed in 

their mother’s womb, COME!  We all hear the cry because it is 

a deep longing that comes from deep inside of all of us.  COME.  

This is a simple word, with a simple action, that has wonderful 

benefits; but sadly, most do not respond.   

 

I have a friend who is a missionary to the very remotest parts of 

the world where no one has ever shared the gospel of Jesus 

Christ.  The people he witnesses to tell him over and over again, 

“We are looking for God but we just don’t know where to find 

Him.  We know there is a God but we do not know His name.”  

They have been longing for someone that has been missing from 

their lives. 

 

There is a universal cry going forth among the people of this 

world.  They are weary, full of fear and anxiety, burdened with 

many problems and concerns.  They are crying out for help and 

seeking help from their families, their churches, their 
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government...  Many turn to drugs, alcohol, food and 

entertainment to escape the pressures they are feeling.  But 

nothing takes away the burdens, nothing gives them rest.  So 

many fall into depression and even contemplate suicide.  Just in 

America last year an estimated 15,000,000 people contemplated 

suicide, with 750,000 actually attempting it. 

 

We are all seeking rest for our troubled souls, but we are looking 

for help in all the wrong places.  Only God can give us rest.  As 

we turn to Him and let Him carry our burdens and heal our 

bodies and souls, then we will have rest.  What a glorious 

promise!   

 

Matthew 11:28-30  Come to Me, all who are weary and 

heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon 

you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, 

and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy 

and My burden is light. 

 

This desire to find rest for our souls is universal to all mankind.  

God built this need into each one of us, and only He can satisfy 

it.  Yet we have listened to the deceiver of old and sought relief 

in other ways.  We have turned aside from our true help, 

Almighty God, and looked for help in so many other things.  

This is not something unique to this modern age, mankind has 

been seeking its own way since the beginning of time; not 
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willing to let God take their burdens into His loving and all 

powerful care. 

 

Isaiah 30:15   For thus says the Lord God, the Holy One of 

Israel, has said, ‘In returning and rest you shall be saved.  

In quietness and trust is your strength.’ But you were not 

willing. 

 

And we are not willing either!  We try in our own strength to 

work all things out for our good.  If we just worked harder, if we 

just had more money, if we just had someone to take care of us 

and our needs and desires, if the pain and pressure would just go 

away for a little while… But all of our ways just bring more 

burdens and heartaches.  God wants to take and carry all of our 

loads, but will we let Him? 

 

So many times we think of God as a cruel taskmaster who wants 

us to give up everything we love in our lives and sit quietly in 

His presence doing nothing, just being “religious robots”.  

Where is the joy in that?  But God created us in His image for so 

much more.  He created us to be His friend, to fellowship 

continually and eternally with Him; and He has glorious plans 

for all of our lives. 

 
Jeremiah 29:11-13  For I know the plans that I have for 

you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for 

calamity to give you a future and a hope. Then you will call 
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upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you.  

You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with 

all your heart.    

 

The plans God has for each one of us are for our welfare.  The 

word welfare in Hebrew is shalom, and it means peace, safety, 

happiness, health, prosperity, favor, rest.  God’s intentions from 

the very beginning of time are to look after each one of His 

children with great favor, care, and love.  Yet so many people 

think God wants to bring calamity, misery, distress, and injury 

to their lives.  We must come to know and understand that God 

is love and His love is directed toward us!   

 

The Bible uses the Greek word Agape, for God’s perfect love.  

This is a love that seeks for the good of someone else; even if 

they do not think it is at the time.  And with this love, we 

become the children of God. 

 

1 John 3:1  See how great a love the Father has bestowed 

on us, that we would be called children of God; and such we 

are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it 

did not know Him.  

 

When we accept Jesus as our Savior, we receive forgiveness and 

are brought into fellowship with Him.  We also receive a Spirit 
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of adoption as sons and daughters5, a bond that can never be 

broken, and we can call Almighty God, Abba Father.   

 

Galatians 4:5-7 …so that He might redeem those who were 

under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.  

Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His 

Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" Therefore you 

are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir 

through God. 

 

Adoption means we are chosen and accepted by God as His sons 

and daughters.  Our old life, our old self is wiped out and we are 

new creatures in Him.  We are given the full rights as heirs of 

Almighty God.  Adoption is legally binding, something that 

cannot be broken.  Our adoption into God’s family is 

accomplished by redemption, assured and sealed by the Holy 

Spirit, accompanied by freedom, and leads us into the fullness 

that God desires us all to have in Him. 

 

God, out of His love for us and His desire to be with us, is still 

calling out to us, “COME”!  Why don’t we respond to His cry?  

What is hindering us?  Usually it is the sinful choices we make 

in our lives that hinder us from the closeness God desires.  God 

is a holy and righteous God and He cannot dwell with sinful 

man.   

                                        
5 2 Corinthians 6:18 
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James 1:14-15 But each one is tempted when he is carried 

away and enticed by his own lust. Then when lust has 

conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is 

accomplished, it brings forth death.   

 

Our sinful state has separated us from God, but once we repent 

and accept Jesus Christ as our Savior we have the promise that 

nothing can separate us from his Love. 

  

Romans 8:38-39  For I am convinced that neither death, 

nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, 

nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 

any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the 

love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.   

 

So many Christians are afraid to share the Good News of the 

Gospel.  They know what God did for them, but they do not 

know or remember the scriptures that led them to the Lord.  

Sharing our testimony is a very good place to start when sharing 

the gospel with others.  When they can see something is 

different about you, people will get curious about how to get it.  

Here are some scriptures to go alongside your testimony to lead 

someone to Christ.   

  

Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory 

of God. 

 
Do you believe you are a sinner? 
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Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift 

of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 

Do you understand that your sins have separated you from God?  

Separation while we are alive means we do not have access to 

God, and when we die we will spend eternity in hell. That is 

why we all need a Savior. 

 

Romans 5:8  But God demonstrates His own love toward 

us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

 

John 3:16-17   "For God so loved the world, that He gave 

His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall 

not perish, but have eternal life. For God did not send the 

Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world 

might be saved through Him.  

 
 

Do you believe Christ is God; and that He, out of His love for all 

mankind, came to earth two thousand years ago to die for your 

sins, be buried, and then rise from the dead to give you eternal 

life? 

 

Do you understand that His sacrifice was for your sins, just so 

He could have fellowship with you now and forever? 

 

Ephesians 2:8-9  For by grace you have been saved through 

faith, and that not of yourself; it is the gift of God, not of 

works, lest anyone should boast.   
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John 5:24  He who hears My word and believes in Him who 

sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into 

judgment, but has passed from death into life. 

 

Jesus is asking all to COME to Him, to walk towards Him.   We 

are all walking towards something.  Are you walking towards 

your loving heavenly Father who has His arms open wide to 

welcome you with His boundless love and care?  Or are you 

walking towards the father of lies, the great deceiver of this 

world who has only death and destruction for you?  God loves 

us so much He gives us a choice.  He will not force us to come 

to Him, even though it is for our welfare to do so.   

 

If you have not made the decision to COME to God, now is the 

time. If you have never made the decision to turn and come to 

Jesus, to let him be the Savior of your soul, to turn from your 

sinful ways and let Him wash you clean of all your sins so you 

can have fellowship with God forever and ever, to let Him carry 

your burdens and be the lover of your soul; and you desire these 

things, stop right now and pray this prayer:  

 

Heavenly Father, I acknowledge that I am a sinner and I 

understand that my sins have separated me from You.  I do not 

want that now or for eternity.  Please forgive my sins and wash 

me clean with the blood of Your Son Jesus Christ.  I accept You 
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as my Savior and I receive Your forgiveness as I receive You 

into my life.  Thank you Father for loving me and inviting me to 

COME to You.   

 

If you have prayed this prayer right now, you have just started a 

most wonderful journey in getting to know God our Father, 

Jesus our Savior, and the Holy Spirit.    

 

If you are not ready to make this decision, what is keeping 

you from coming to Jesus?  Some of you have been walking in 

circles, sometimes towards God and sometimes towards the 

enemy, now is the time to let God straighten out your path, and 

COME straight to Him.    

 

Galatians 4:9   But now that you have come to know God, 

or rather to be known by God, how is it that you turn back 

again to the weak and worthless elemental things, to which 

you desire to be enslaved all over again?  

 

What is keeping you from staying on God’s path for your life?  

Stop right now and pray.  Repent of the things that have taken 

you away from Him. 

 

If you know someone that is not walking towards God, pray for 

them and then ask God for the right opportunity to share His 

wonderful plan of salvation with them.  God desires that ALL 
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COME to the saving knowledge of Him. Do you hear God 

calling out to you?  “COME My beloved, come to Me and I will 

satisfy the deep desires of your heart.  Come with Me into My 

tabernacle and I will show you great and mighty things that you 

have not known.  This is the greatest journey you will ever take.  

Are you willing to COME and follow Me?” 

 

Just as there is only one way into the tabernacle, there is only 

one way into the Kingdom of God, into His family.  Jesus tells 

us He is the way, the truth and the life.  No one comes to the 

Father but through Me 6  The one way into the tabernacle is also 

narrow.  Of the four hundred fifty feet of walls surrounding the 

tabernacle, only thirty feet make up the entrance, and even that 

is divided into four sections, so only one person could enter at a 

time.  God’s Word tells us that the gate is small and the way is 

narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it.7  

Choosing Jesus Christ as our Savior is a personal choice, one we 

must enter into by ourselves.  

 

I encourage you to read Isaiah 12 back to God as praise for the 

salvation He has brought to you. 

 

                                        
6 John 14:6 
7 Matthew 7:13-14 
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"I will give thanks to You, O LORD; for although You were 

angry with me, Your anger is turned away, and You comfort me. 

Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust and not be afraid; for 

You are my strength and song, and You have become my 

salvation. I give thanks to You LORD, and call on Your name. I 

will make known Your deeds among the peoples and make them 

remember that His name is exalted.  I praise the LORD in song, 

for He has done excellent things; I let this be known throughout 

the earth. Cry aloud and shout for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for 

great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.       
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The Tabernacle of God represents the divine pattern for 

approaching God.  When we are outside the Tabernacle we are 

separated from the presence of God.  When we accept Jesus 

Christ as our Lord and Savior we are invited to come into the 

Tabernacle through the one narrow gate.  Let us follow God into 

the tabernacle, into the outer court.   

 

So many of us are so excited to get in the gate, we look around 

and are so thankful to be inside the Tabernacle, to be included 

in the family of God and safely inside.  We feel less vulnerable 

than when we were outside, we feel like we belong for the first 

time in our lives.  We stand with our back to the walls and just 

Bronze Altar 

Chapter 3 
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look around, picking up stray words from other Christians about 

God and His greatness.  Some talk about what they read in 

God’s Word, others talk about God providing for them, or a gift 

God gave them, or a word they actually heard whispered in 

their heart from God.  You stand there amazed at this, but you 

reason in your own mind that you are content with salvation and 

if God wants you to experience these things, He will come there 

to the wall and give them to you. 

 

Beloved of God, this is not God’s plan for your life.  You have 

just begun the journey into the fullness of His presence.  You 

have just entered and passed through the door.  Let’s look 

around and see where we are and what God wants to show us in 

His tabernacle.  This is a journey God wants all believers to 

undertake, step by step into the fullness of His magnificent plan 

for our lives.  God wants us near; His heart is breaking over our 

distance from Him.  We talk about Him, we talk to Him (but not 

with Him), and we sing praises to Him; but we are so far from 

Him.  Why are we keeping this distance between us?  God wants 

us close so He can whisper in our ear to give us comfort and to 

lead us in our lives, manifesting His love to us.  

 

As you look around, you see that we are in a large courtyard 

that is open to the sky, about half the size of a football field. You 
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overhear someone saying this is the outer court of the 

Tabernacle.  It is a noisy place with lots of activity; people 

walking around and lots of animals.  It is also very smoky, with 

wonderful aromas of roasted meats.  As you look through the 

smoke you see a very large bronze altar.  You are fascinated 

with what you see, wondering what is going on; but at the same 

time, fear is keeping you from approaching the altar.  You 

finally get the courage to step a little closer, straining your ears 

to listen to conversations as to what is going on here.   

 

The purpose of the Bronze Altar is for animal sacrifice.  The 

practice of animal sacrifice originated in the mind of God and 

was intended to provide atonement and forgiveness for sin so 

that people could approach Him.  Remember Romans 3:23 “all 

of us have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  God knows 

that we are not perfect as He is perfect and we will sin.  Our sins 

separate us from our Holy God.  Animals were sacrificed to be 

offered as a substitute for man’s sins, to make atonement for our 

sins and to keep us from being separated from God.    

 

The first sacrifice was actually performed by God, when He 

killed animals to make a covering for Adam and Eve after they 

sinned in the garden.8  After they sinned they realized they were 

                                        
8 Genesis 3:21 
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ashamed of their nakedness, so God killed animals and made 

clothing of their skins for Adam and Eve.  There had never been 

any death in the Garden of Eden, so the death of these animals 

to cover their shame was to show them how serious their sin 

was.   

 

The second recorded sacrifice was done by Cain and Abel.  Abel 

offered up to God the first born lamb of his flock, where Cain 

offered God some grain at the end of his harvest.  Cain’s 

sacrifice was not acceptable to God because it was not a blood 

sacrifice (blood is necessary to atone for sin), but also because it 

was not given at the beginning of the harvest, but at the end.9  

The Bible talks much about offering God our First Fruits to 

show Him we trust Him for our provision.  This can be exhibited 

in our lives by giving God the first of our day in our quiet times 

or in our tithing. 

 

Noah offered sacrifices to God after the ark finally reached dry 

land after the flood.10  You may wonder where he got the 

animals to sacrifice.  In Genesis 7:2, God instructs Noah to 

gather the animals two by two, but He first tells Noah to: “take 

with you of every clean animal by sevens, a male and a female”.  

                                        
9 Genesis 4:3-5 
10 Genesis 8:20 
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God in His sovereignty provided animals for Moses to sacrifice 

as worship to Him. 

 

Abram erected altars all over the lands he traveled, whenever 

God appeared to Him.11  I find it interesting that he did not build 

an altar in Egypt or the Negev, other places he traveled to out of 

the will of God.  But when he returned and wanted to seek God, 

he returned to the place where he had formerly built an altar. 

 

The first Passover was celebrated in Egypt, where a spotless 

lamb was slain and the blood was put on the doorposts of the 

homes of the Israelites.12  Whichever house had the blood of the 

Passover lamb displayed, the death angel passed over and did 

not visit their family.   

 

God had His people sacrifice to atone for their sins many 

hundreds of years before He finally had Moses write down His 

clear and detailed instructions, which were woven throughout 

the many chapters that deal with the Tabernacle.  

 

Exodus 27:1-8 gives description of the Bronze Altar. The 

Bronze Altar was the largest object in the Tabernacle.  It was 

                                        
11 Genesis 12:7,8; 13:18 
12 Exodus 12:3-14 
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placed in the outer court just inside the doorway.  It was made of 

acacia wood, a tree commonly found in the deserts in the Middle 

East, and overlaid in bronze.  The altar measured 7½ feet square 

and 4½ feet high.  It had a bronze grate that could hold large 

amounts of logs to be burned. There were bronze horns placed 

on each of the four corners to tie the sacrifice. “Bind the festival 

sacrifice with cords to the horns of the altar.”13   

 

This was the place where animals would be sacrificed to atone 

for sin.  They were killed and their blood was put on the four 

horns of the altar.  All or part of the animal was burned on this 

altar.  The person offering the spotless animal was then declared 

righteousness.  The bronze altar was always open to repentant 

Israelites so they could be forgiven of their sins, and once again 

draw near to God.    

 

There were many different types of offerings given to God on 

the Bronze Altar.  It is valuable to study these and apply their 

concepts to our lives. The Bible has two main categories of 

sacrifices, Sweet Offerings that are not offered because of sin, 

but voluntary out of love and respect to God; and Non-Sweet 

Offerings which deal with man’s sin and shame.   

                                        
13 Psalm 118:27 
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There were three main sweet offerings: Burnt, Grain, and Peace 

Offerings.  With burnt offerings, animals were offered 

continually to remind the people of their consecration to God.  

The entire animal was burned. Rich people brought bulls, 

middle class brought lambs or goats, and the poor brought doves 

or pigeons. Burnt offerings were symbolic of unconditional 

surrender to God.    

 

With grain or meal offering, grain mixed with olive oil and 

frankincense or unleavened bread was offered to God.  Part was 

burned as a sweet aroma to God’s nostrils and part was given to 

the priests to eat.  These offerings were an expression of 

thanksgiving and recognition of God’s sovereignty over them.   

 

With peace offering, animals were sacrificed, but only the fat 

and the kidneys were burnt.  The meat was given to the priests 

to eat.  This was symbolic of our reconciliation and fellowship 

with God, and the ensuing peace that He brings to us.   

 

The two main types of non-sweet offerings were sin and trespass 

offerings.  With sin offering, an animal is killed; its blood is 

sprinkled in front of the Holy of Holies seven times, smeared on 

the horns of the altar of incense (we will talk about this altar in a 

later chapter), and on the horns of the Bronze Altar.  Leviticus 
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17:11 tells us that “it is the blood that makes atonement for the 

soul”. The fat and kidneys were then burned on this altar.  The 

rest of the animal was taken outside the camp and completely 

burned.  This offering was a substitute to make atonement for 

sin. 

 

With trespass offering, an animal is killed and its blood is 

sprinkled on the inside of the Bronze Altar.  The fat, kidneys 

and rump were totally burned, and the rest of the meat was for 

the priests to eat.  This offering was to offer satisfaction and 

reparation for wrongs committed against God or others.  If the 

person offering this sacrifice sinned against another person, they 

were first to offer restitution and then bring this offering before 

God.  We see this explained in Matthew 5:23-24. 

 

The sacrificial system foreshadowed the perfect sacrifice to 

come.  We do not need to offer animal sacrifices on the Bronze 

Altar today because Jesus was the ultimate sacrifice for our sins.  

We are declared righteous once for all time by the blood shed by 

Jesus on the Cross for our sins.   

 

Even though our sins, past, present, and future are forgiven by 

the atoning blood of Jesus Christ, we still have a responsibility 

to repent of these sins.  The altar of the church is always open 
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for us to go before God and repent.  The altar gives us cleansing 

so we can have access and fellowship with God.    

 

We can offer up these same five offerings when we come to the 

altar of our churches today.  When we confess our sins and ask 

for forgiveness, we are offering up sin and trespass offerings.  

Burnt offerings can be seen when we commit to living a 

consecrated lifestyle of fasting and separation from the sinful 

pleasures of the world.  When we thank God for His sovereignty 

in our lives, that He is all powerful, all knowing, all loving; we 

are offering Him a Grain offering.  Peace offerings are when we 

trust God in all things, and He gives us His peace. This comes 

from a lifestyle of seeking to know God. 

 

God requires another kind of sacrifice from believers today.  

Ephesians 2:10 tells us that “we are His workmanship, created 

in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand 

so that we would walk in them”.  God requires us to live lives 

that are different than the ones we lived before we came to 

believe in Jesus Christ as our Savior.  We are to offer up our 

whole lives as a spiritual sacrifice to Almighty God.  

  

Romans 12:1-2 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the 

mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy 

sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service 
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of worship.  And do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may 

prove what the will of God is, that which is good and 

acceptable and perfect.   

 

How can we be a living and holy sacrifice?  The first way is by 

putting to death any sinful lifestyles we may have.  We must 

strive to put to death the sinful lifestyles of: immorality, 

impurity, passion, evil desire, greed, anger, wrath, malice, 

slander, lying, and abusive speech.14  We must then put on a 

new self who is “being renewed to a true knowledge according 

to the image of the One who created him”.  With this new self 

we must “put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, 

gentleness and patience, bearing with one another, and 

forgiving each other”.15  The most important thing we must do 

is put on love.  

 

This sounds so good.  No one wants to go around angry and 

abusive all the time.  We want to be compassionate and loving 

to those around us.  But how do we do this?  

 

Colossians 3:16-17 “Let the word of Christ richly dwell 

within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one 

another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 

with thankfulness in your hearts to God.  Whatever you do 

                                        
14 Colossians 3:5-9 
15 Colossians 3:10-14 
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in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks through Him to God the Father.” 

 

When we accept Jesus into our hearts as our Savior, we do not 

automatically become perfect people who please God with all 

the things we choose to do; nor are we downloaded with an 

instruction manual of what is displeasing to God.  So how do we 

know what is sinful so we can put these sinful lifestyles to 

death?  The Word of God makes it very clear the lifestyles that 

are pleasing to God and those that are not.  Also the Holy Spirit 

lives in all believers and He whispers in our hearts what we are 

to do.  We must take the time every day to read our Bibles, to 

study the word of God with others to learn and be accountable, 

and attend church services to get trained in righteousness.  We 

do not naturally revert to righteous lifestyles when we accept 

Jesus Christ, it is a discipline we must all embrace to get closer 

to the Lord.   

 

The second way we can be a holy and living sacrifice is by 

choosing to deny our flesh.   

 
Romans 8:6-8, 13 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but 

the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, because the mind 

set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject 

itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so, and 

those who are in the flesh cannot please God.  
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… for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; 

but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the 

body, you will live.   

 

When we accept Christ as our Lord and Savior, our flesh now 

becomes our enemy instead of our friend.  It declares war on our 

new nature and does all it can to get us to turn away from God.  

Do you have a friend who got upset when you became a 

Christian and tried to lure you back into your old sinful 

lifestyles?  You flesh is just like that, and if we give into it, we 

will not please God.  We must exercise self-control in all things, 

just like an Olympic athlete training for a race, so we will not be 

disqualified from the race God has for us to run with Him.16  

 

The third way we can be a holy and living sacrifice is by loving 

God with all our heart and soul and strength.17  When we love 

God this way we cannot walk in the evil deeds of the flesh, but 

in the fruit of the Spirit.  God desires us to live a lifestyle of 

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, and self-control.18  Notice how the deeds of the flesh 

are plural, but the fruit of the Spirit is singular.  We are to have 

all of these fruits evident in our life.  Again these are not fully 

developed in us at the moment we asked Jesus into our lives, but 

                                        
16 1 Corinthians 9:24-27 
17 Mark 12:30 
18 Galatians 5:14-26 
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they are attributes of God that He will develop in our hearts as 

we walk this life with Him. 

 

Ephesians 5:1-2 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved 

children; and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and 

gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as 

a fragrant aroma.   

 

Only when we set our hearts to be like Christ will we be able to 

be a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to the Lord.  We must 

be “of the same mind as Christ, maintaining the same love, 

united in spirit, intent on one purpose.  We must do nothing from 

selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard 

one another as more important than ourselves, not merely 

looking out for our interests, but also for the interest of 

others”19.  We can do this by not allowing our flesh to have its 

way with sinful lifestyles, by serving others before ourselves, by 

having an attitude of reconciliation in all arguments not having 

to have the last word, and by putting aside our fears of what 

others might think about us and boldly and lovingly share the 

Good News of Jesus Christ.  

 

If you are someone who wants an instruction manual of what to 

do to be a pleasing sacrifice to God, you will find it in Romans 

12:9-21. 

                                        
19 Philippians 2:2-4 
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Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to 

what is good. Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; 

give preference to one another in honor; not lagging behind 

in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; rejoicing in 

hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer, 

contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing 

hospitality. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not 

curse. Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those 

who weep. Be of the same mind toward one another; do not 

be haughty in mind, but associate with the lowly. Do not be 

wise in your own estimation. Never pay back evil for evil to 

anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all men. If 

possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all 

men. Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room 

for the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I 

will repay," says the Lord. "But if your enemy is hungry, 

feed him, and if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so 

doing you will heap burning coals on his head." Do not be 

overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  

 

I encourage you to read these instructions every week and ask 

God what He wants you to work on that week.  This will be a 

lifelong pursuit of holiness, but so worth the sacrifice! 

 

My student Gloria wrote about the Bronze Altar and its 

significance in her life: 

For me, the burnt sacrifices are when God forgives me 

of all of my sins.  But before they are burnt, I have to 

sacrifice my flesh, give all my sins to God and separate 

myself from them.   
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There are different offerings, and as they apply to my life I can 

offer up to God my life, my work, my money, my talents, my 

time, and my efforts.  That is when God sees our sacrifice and 

helps us to grow the fruits of the Spirit in our lives. The Bronze 

Altar was the largest object in the Tabernacle, so are the 

sacrifices we make to Him in our lives.   

  

My student Victoria also wrote about this altar:   

I am in the process of learning how to be a sacrifice to 

God, to die to my flesh, and to focus on the heavenly 

things; to trust and love Him above all things. 
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Before we explore any more of the tabernacle, we must talk 

about the Levites; those God has chosen and set apart to minister 

to Him.   Every part of the tabernacle from now on concerns the 

priests, so we must gain a better understanding of their 

requirements and responsibilities.  As a believer in Jesus Christ, 

you need to take this chapter very personally because God has 

chosen you to be a priest for His own possession so you can 

proclaim the excellencies of God to those who do not know 

Him.20  He is calling us to come closer to Him, out of the outer 

courts and into His very Presence, to minister to Him.  Only the 

Priests were allowed to do that.   

                                        
20 1 Peter 2:9 

Levites – Service of Priests 

Chapter 4 
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2 Chronicles 29:11  "My sons, do not be negligent now, for 

the LORD has chosen you to stand before Him, to minister 

to Him, and to be His ministers and burn incense."  

 

The Levites were to stand before the Lord to minister to Him 

(worship), to be His ministers (of the Word), and to burn incense 

(prayer).  This is to be our responsibility also.  We must be 

strong in all three areas of worship, the Word of God, and 

Prayer.  If we are strong in only one area, we are not as stable as 

we could be if we were strong in all three.  Think about the 

unstableness of a unicycle or even a bicycle; yet a tricycle with 

three wheels is very stable.  There must be a balanced focus on 

all three of these areas in our lives as priests to the Lord.    

 

Numbers 3:6-7, 12 Bring the tribe of Levi near and set them 

before Aaron the priest, that they may serve him.    They 

shall perform the duties for him and for the whole 

congregation before the tent of meeting, to do the service of 

the tabernacle. …Now, behold, I have taken the Levites from 

among the sons of Israel instead of every firstborn, the first 

issue of the womb among the sons of Israel. So the Levites 

shall be Mine.   

 

The Levites were chosen by God from the tribe of Levi, one of 

the twelve sons of Israel.  They were selected by God to be set 

apart from the rest of the tribes.  Every man from the tribe of 
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Levi from the ages of twenty five to fifty entered into service as 

priests21; and they were the only ones who could be priests22. 

 

Two kings, Saul and Uzziah, went against this command.  They 

both entered into the tabernacle and performed duties that only 

the priests were to do.  God dealt severely with their 

disobedience.  In 1 Samuel 10:1-8, Samuel anointed Saul as 

king and gave him four signs to show him that the Lord was 

with him.  Three of the signs were specific encounters with 

various people that Samuel described in detail that came to pass.  

In the fourth sign the Spirit of the Lord would come upon Saul 

mightily and he will be given the gift of prophecy and be 

changed in to another man.  Then Samuel tells Saul to go to 

Gilgal and wait for him before they go into battle with the 

Philistines.  Samuel will be there in seven days when he will 

offer burnt offering and peace offerings and the Lord will show 

Saul what he should do.   

 

Saul took his army of 3000 men and gathered at Gilgal to wait 

for Samuel.  The opposing army had 30,000 chariots and 6000 

horsemen, and foot soldiers that could not even be numbered.23  

Saul’s army was afraid and hid in caves.  Little by little they ran 

                                        
21 Numbers 8:24-25 
22 Numbers 3:10 
23 1 Samuel 13:2,5 
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away, until only 600 were left with Saul.24  On the seventh day, 

out of panic and pressure from the people, Saul decided to offer 

the burnt offering and the peace offering himself and come 

before God to ask Him what to do.  As soon as he finished the 

burnt offering, Samuel appeared and asked, “What have you 

done?”  Samuel said “you have acted foolishly and not kept the 

commandment of the Lord, now your kingdom will not endure 

and it is given to someone else”!25  This is a very serious 

consequence for disobeying the command of the Lord that only 

priests could minister before the Lord in the Tabernacle.  

Because of this disobedience:  

 

1 Samuel 15:11  God regretted that He made Saul king. 

  

To further add how big of a deal this is to God, Samuel goes on 

to explain that God is not delighted with burnt offerings and 

sacrifices that are presented to Him as much as He is our 

obedience!   

 
1 Samuel 15:22-23    Samuel said, "Has the LORD as much 

delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obeying the 

voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 

and to heed than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin 

of divination, and insubordination is as iniquity and 

                                        
24 1 Samuel 13:6-7 
25 1 Samuel 13:8-14 
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idolatry, because you have rejected the word of the LORD, 

He has also rejected you from being king. “ 

 

King Uzziah was a pretty good king. He became king when he 

was sixteen and ruled for fifty two years.  The Scriptures say he 

did right in the sight of the Lord according to all that his father 

had done, which means he tolerated idol worship among his 

people.  The Word goes on to say that he continued to seek God 

in the days of Zechariah, and as long as he sought the Lord he 

prospered.   His became strong and his fame extended all the 

way to Egypt.   But when he became filled with pride he acted 

corruptly and was unfaithful to God. He entered into the 

Tabernacle, into the holy place to burn incense on the golden 

altar of incense.  The high priest and eighty other priests ran 

after him trying to get him to leave, warning him that he was not 

allowed to burn incense, only the priests.  King Uzziah, with a 

golden censor full of hot coals in one hand and a plate of incense 

in the other hand was enraged at the priests.  As soon as he 

began to yell at the priests to leave him alone, leprosy broke out 

on his face.  The king and all the priests were horrified at what 

happened and quickly got themselves and the king out of the 

tabernacle.  King Uzziah had to give his throne to his son that 

day and he was a leper until he died.26  When I read histories 

                                        
26 2 Chronicles 26:16-23 
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like this, I am reminded that I must enter into God’s presence 

with reverence every time, and not be casual about it.   

 

God spent over twenty chapters with instructions for the priests, 

how they were to take care of the tabernacle, how to minister to 

God, how to offer sacrifices, how to set up and take down the 

tabernacle… Each had their own responsibilities and all were 

important.  King David listed some of the duties of the Levites.27   

Some were to oversee the work of the temple, to offer sacrifices, 

to cut and haul the wood for the altar, to purify and cleanse the 

utensils and grounds, and to prepare the incense and anointing 

oil.  Other Levites were gatekeepers and watchmen. These 

mighty men of valor were warriors who would guard the holy 

place and the high priest as soldiers and prayer warriors.  Others 

were officials and judges, in charge of the internal and external 

affairs of Israel.  Other duties were to take care of the tithes that 

were gathered in the treasury and distributed among the Levites. 

Some Levites were musicians and singers, prophets, counselors, 

scribes, tutors, and counselors to the King.  And still other 

Levites oversaw the land and all the livestock on the land where 

the Levites dwelt. 

 

                                        
27 1 Chronicles 6, 9, 23-28 
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There were three main divisions of Levites: Levites, Priests, and 

the high Priest.  Levites were employed in manual service, as in 

bringing wood and other necessaries for the sacrifices. The 

Levites also sang and played musical instruments. They were 

subordinate to the priests. 

 

Priests were chosen out of the best of the Levites to draw nearer 

to God to worship Him; to offer sacrifices and minister to the 

Lord in the Tabernacle.  They filled the lampstand and made 

sure it was always lit, changed the showbread, and burned 

incense night and day.  They were men who had no physical 

defect and were physically fit.  They were to be ethical and 

blameless in the community and in their homes with their wife 

and children.  They had to be men of compassion for the people, 

as they were continually offering up prayers for them.  They 

cleansed themselves daily in ceremonial washing and were 

clothed in white linen, signifying purity and righteousness.   

 

The High priest was from the lineage of Aaron, a man set apart 

and sanctified as most holy.  He was the only one who could 

enter in to the Holy of Holies once a year to offer atonement for 

the sins of all the people.  He wore a tunic of white linen, 

covered with an Ephod with purple, red and blue linen, with 

gold threads woven throughout.  Onyx stones were placed on his 
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shoulders with the names of the tribes engraved on them. He 

wore a Breast Plate with twelve precious stones placed in it to 

represent the twelve tribes. This breast plate had a pocket inside 

for the Urim and Thummim, something that resembled dice, 

which were used in seeking divine counsel and guidance from 

God. 

 

God was very specific in the duties of the Levites.  He even 

assigned certain families of Levites to do certain tasks.  As I said 

before, all were important and everyone was to do their duties 

and not whatever they felt like doing. We need to be like that 

today.  We need to ask God what He wants us to do in the 

Kingdom, and not be looking at what others are doing and 

wanting to do that instead.   Joel 2 has a description of the 

characteristics of God’s end time army.  These are characteristic 

that we would all benefit from emulating.   

 
Joel 2: 7-11  They run like mighty men, They climb the wall 

like soldiers; And they each march in line, Nor do they 

deviate from their paths. They do not crowd each other, 

They march everyone in his path; When they burst through 

the defenses, They do not break ranks. … The LORD utters 

His voice before His army; Surely His camp is very great, 

For strong is he who carries out His word.  
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They are strong, confident, and skilled.  They stay in their lane, 

and not veer off into someone else’s.  When opposition comes, 

they do not turn and run way, but run ahead into battle.   

 

All Levites, no matter their responsibilities were to be holy, 

consecrated, and dedicated to God.  Numbers 8 describes the 

Levites, and says they are to be cleansed, presented to God, 

qualified for His service, separated for the Lord, given wholly to 

the Lord, are to make atonement for the people, and were to 

keep all the Lord’s commandments.  They had many 

responsibilities, but God was to be their number one priority.  

They were to walk worthy of the Lord in all humility, 

gentleness, patience, forgiveness, bearing fruit in every good 

work and increasing in the knowledge of God.28  

 

Ezekiel 44 records an interesting facet of God’s forgiveness and 

sovereignty with His Levites.  In the years between King 

Solomon and Ezekiel, many priests went astray and followed 

idols, because the kings did evil in the sight of God.  Instead of 

cutting the Levites off, God reassigned their responsibilities.  

Those who rebelled were to have oversight of the gates and 

slaughter the burnt offerings.  They were not to come near to 

                                        
28 Colossians 1:10, Ephesians 4:1-2 
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God to serve Him as a priest, but they were to minister to the 

people.29 

 

But the Priests, the sons of Zadok, who kept faithful to God, 

were told to “come near to Me to minister to Me”.  They were 

the only ones who were allowed to enter God’s sanctuary, to be 

in His presence.30   

 

I do not know about you, but I want to be in the group that 

ministers to God.  But specifically, how do we do that?  The 

simple answer is to spend quality time with God.  We do this 

when we worship Him for who He is and what he has done for 

us; worshipping Him out of honor and a thankful heart and not 

out of duty or tradition.  We minister to God by reading and 

studying His Word to get to know more about Him, and asking 

the Holy Spirit to illumine the Scriptures for us.  Another great 

way to minister to God is through prayer, talking with God; 

sharing our hearts with Him, and He sharing His heart with us.  

God loves to have meaningful conversations with us.   

 

Another way to minister to God is by obeying His 

commandments.  One thing God has commanded us to do, that 

                                        
29 Ezekiel 44: 10-14 
30 Ezekiel 44: 15-16 
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most Christians do not do or even know about, is to celebrate 

special days that He has set aside for us: a weekly Sabbath, 

Passover, Pentecost, and the fall feasts of the Day of Atonement 

and the feast of Tabernacles.  I encourage you to study these on 

your own and see what God has to say about these days.   

 

Matthew 25: 34-40 lists another way to minister to God.   In 

these verses, Jesus is speaking and said to those around Him that 

they were blessed by God because they fed Jesus when He was 

hungry, and gave Him a drink when He was thirsty, invited Him 

in when He was a stranger, clothed Him when He was naked, 

visited Him when He was sick and in prison.  The people were 

confused and said, “Lord when were you in these conditions and 

we did these things?”  Then Jesus answered, “I saw you do these 

things for the people in your town; and when you ministered to 

their needs, you were ministering to Me.” 

 

Ministering to those in need is very pleasing to the Lord, but we 

must be careful to not let it be the only way we minister to Him.  

We need a balance in our time alone with Him, our time 

honoring Him, and our time helping others.  I pray you will 

want to be like the sons of Zadok, coming close to God and 

ministering to Him.  I encourage you to seek the Lord in how He 

wants you to minister to Him. 
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 My student, Angeles, shares her thoughts on being a 

priest to God: 

 

To be a priest means to be separate from the things of the 

world.  Most of the time that does not sound like fun, but 

it is worthy!  To live a holy life is to make hard choices.  

God gave me a vision of being a priest for Him, but I 

ignored it for a while, but this class has brought it back to 

my remembrance.  I now know that I do not want to give 

up, but I want to pursue God and to separate myself from 

the things of this world that will keep me from God.  I 

want to go into the secret place and ask God to give me a 

desire to be His priest, to be radically devoted to Him. 
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We, the priests of the Most High God dwell in a foul and filthy 

world.  God wants us to be holy, pure, and consecrated; yet still 

live in this fallen world.  This makes no sense; how can we live 

on this planet and be holy?  We cannot.   Open emails and things 

pop up; TV is full of violence and filth; music at malls, sporting 

events, and restaurants scream obscenities; store displays in the 

month of October…  Jesus knew this would be a problem, and 

that is why He prayed and continues to pray for us: 

 

John17:11-18   I am no longer in the world; and yet they 

themselves are in the world, and I come to You. Holy 

Brass Laver 

Chapter 5 
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Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You have 

given Me, that they may be one even as We are… I do not 

ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from 

the evil one.  They are not of the world, even as I am not of 

the world.  Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.  

As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the 

world.      

 

God’s plan for His holy people living in an unholy world is 

sanctification. Webster’s defines sanctification as: to cleanse 

from corruption, to purify from sin, to make holy by detaching 

the affections from the world and its defilements.  Sanctification 

is patterned in the Brass Laver in the Tabernacle. 

 

Imagine you are standing within the curtained walls of the 

tabernacle, in the outer court next to the Bronze Altar.  You 

have entered into the tabernacle through the one gate, and have 

watched the sacrifices offered for your sins being placed on the 

Bronze Altar and burned.   

 

Through all the smoke and dust, you notice an odd thing; there 

were a few men dressed in white linen entering into a smaller 

room.  Something looked very different about them.  What is it?  

As you try to look closer through the smoke, it suddenly dawns 

on you; they are very clean.  This is in direct contrast to you 

standing by the side watching all that is going on and the priests 

who are sacrificing the animals and burning them on the altar.  
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These men you are looking at have no blood on their clothes or 

hands, and their feet are very clean.  How did they get that way?  

Why are they clean?   

 

As you move to look closer, you notice a shiny brass object 

between the altar and the smaller room.  As you approach it you 

see it is a large basin filled with fresh water.  The priests were 

cleaning their hands and feet with the water in this basin.   

 

The Brass Laver is briefly described in just a few verses in 

Exodus.31  It is a large circular wash basin filled with water.  

The basin was made of brass, set on a bronze base.  These 

metals are an alloy, a mixture of several materials.  Exodus 38:8 

says the laver was made from the mirrors the women brought 

with them from Egypt.  These were highly polished pieces of 

metal used to reflect back their images. The bronze base lifted 

the laver up out of the filth of the ground.  With all the details 

given for the sizes of everything in the tabernacle, no size was 

ever mentioned for the brass laver.  It was located in the outer 

court between the bronze altar and the entrance into the inner 

court which is also called the Holy Place. 

 

                                        
31 Exodus 30:18-21,  40:7,11,30 
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The Brass Laver was to be used only for the cleansing and 

purification of the priests who would be going through the Veil 

into the Holy Place to minister before God.  They needed to 

clean their hands of the blood of the sacrifices and their feet 

from the dust of the ground.  They were to wash off the 

defilement from their hands and feet before entering the inner 

tabernacle to serve and worship God.  This cleansings was very 

important to God; they must be cleansed so they might not die.  

 
Exodus 30:20  When they enter the tent of meeting, they 

shall wash with water, so that they will not die; or when 

they approach the altar to minister, by offering up in smoke 

a fire sacrifice to the LORD.   

 

In order to be a priest that ministered to the Lord in the Holy 

Place, this cleansing must occur.  On the Day of Atonement, the 

most holy day, the High Priest would wash his entire body and 

then put on clean linen robes before going into the Holy of 

Holies to offer a blood sacrifice for the entire nations of Israel 

for the entire year.   

 

We must know that we are priests before the Lord and we too 

are to symbolically use the Brass Laver before entering into 

God’s presence to minister to Him.  We too are covered in the 

filth of this world.  As we walk each day we are covered with 

the dust of the ground, the dust we kick up (our sins) and the 
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dust others kick up (those who sin against us).  We must be 

spiritually and physically clean before entering God’s presence.  

 

Remember when Jesus washed the feet of His disciples, and 

Peter asked for the Lord to clean his whole body?  What did 

Jesus tell him?  He told him if you have already bathed 

(accepted Jesus as Savior, your sins are washed clean), you only 

need to have your feet washed (sanctification) to be completely 

clean.32 

 

The bronze altar was for our justification; the brass laver was for 

our Sanctification.  Sanctification is the daily process of ongoing 

repentance and forgiveness, asking the Holy Spirit to wash us 

from our sins and the offenses of others.  When we encounter 

things that want to defile us, we must ask the Holy Spirit to 

erase these things from our mind.   

 

When gold or silver is refined, the metal smith heats the metal 

and stands over it.  He watches as the impurities come to the 

surface and then he scoops them off and discards them.  Again 

he heats it up to an even hotter temperature to allow more 

impurities to rise to the surface.  This process is repeated over 

and over.  The metal smith knows the metal is pure when as he 

                                        
32 John 13: 6-10 
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is leaning over the melted metal, he can see his reflection 

clearly.  God is the master metal smith in our lives.  His image is 

the one that must be reflected in our lives.   

 

That is what the Brass Laver is for, as we stand next to it, we 

can see our reflection in the polished brass.  When we can see 

that we are dirty and sinful, and in need of cleansing, we know 

we need to be cleansed.  When we glorify God we are reflecting 

God’s character and love to others.  We sing all the time, God 

show me your glory.  We need to understand His glory is not 

something bestowed upon as a gift, but it is something that is 

developed in the heat of various trials and tribulations allowed 

by God to bring about our purity. 

 
2 Corinthians 3:18  But we all, with unveiled face 

beholding as in a mirror, the glory of the Lord, are being 

transformed in to the same image from glory to glory, just 

as from the Lord, the Spirit.   

 

Remember how I said there was no size given for the bronze 

laver?  That speaks to the limitless cleansing power of God.  

Because of His love for us and His desire to draw us closer and 

closer, He is faithful and patient to cleanse us over and over 

again. 
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The New Testament speaks of another kind of washing, baptism, 

which is a symbolic washing.  Washing through water baptism 

is mentioned in each of the four Gospels.33  When God repeats 

Himself in the Bible it is to get our attention because it is 

something very important. 

 
Mark 1:4-5  John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness 

preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins. And all the country of Judea was going out to him, and 

all the people of Jerusalem; and they were being baptized by 

him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins.  

 

John baptized with water, but Jesus, and later His disciples 

baptized with the Holy Spirit.  Again all four Gospels talk about 

Jesus baptizing with the Holy Spirit.  

 

Matthew 3:11 "As for me, I baptize you with water for 

repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than 

I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize 

you with the Holy Spirit and fire.    

 

The Holy Spirit is given to each of us when we ask Jesus to be 

our Savior and Lord.  He resides inside of us, teaching us about 

God and leading us in what is right.  But the Baptism of the 

Holy Spirit is different.  It is to empower us for His service.   

 

                                        
33 Matthew 3, Mark 1, Luke 3, John 1 
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Acts 8: 14-17   Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard 

that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent them 

Peter and John, who came down and prayed for them that 

they might receive the Holy Spirit. For He had not yet fallen 

upon any of them; they had simply been baptized in the 

name of the Lord Jesus. Then they began laying their hands 

on them, and they were receiving the Holy Spirit.    

 

The Holy Spirit is given to us for many purposes.  He is to be 

our Helper to show us the truth, to be our teacher. 

 

John 14:16-17, 26  I will ask the Father, and He will give 

you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; that is 

the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because 

it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him 

because He abides with you and will be in you… But the 

Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My 

name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your 

remembrance all that I said to you.    

 

The Holy Spirit helps us when we pray.  There are so many 

times when we do not know what to pray.  He will give us the 

words we need to pray either through whispering in our ear by 

praying through us in our prayer language.34 

 

The Holy Spirit gives us the power to operate fully in the 

Spiritual gifts He has given us and to speak God’s truth boldly 

to all.  Next time you are sharing the Gospel with someone, ask 

                                        
34 Romans 8:26-27 
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the Holy Spirit to give you the words to speak with great 

confidence and boldness. 

 
Acts 4:31  And when they had prayed, the place where they 

had gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled 

with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God 

with boldness.    

 

The Holy Spirit sanctifies us and cleanses us, preparing us for 

service in Christ, through giving us instructions in how we are to 

walk and please God.35   

 
1 Thessalonians 4:7  For God has not called us for the 

purpose of impurity, but in sanctification.  

 

Sanctification is holiness, being set apart from sin for divine 

service.  It is evidenced by a behavior that displays we are 

separated from the world.  The Holy Spirit is the one who 

enables us to live this kind of life. 

 

Sanctification is an on-going process in our lives. It begins at 

salvation, when we enter through the one gate, asking Jesus 

Christ into our hearts.  Only by the atoning work of Jesus’ blood 

on the cross (altar), we are recognized as holy in God’s eyes. 

 

                                        
35 1 Thessalonians 4:1 
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Each day we must come to Him and ask to be sanctified.  This 

involves repenting of our sins and asking for God’s forgiveness.  

As we daily separate ourselves from sin by calling upon the 

Holy Spirit to cleanse our minds and bodies from the filth of the 

world, He will continue the sanctification process.   

 
2 Timothy 2:19-21 …The Lord knows those who are His, 

and everyone who names the name of the Lord is to abstain 

from wickedness.   Now in a large house there are not only 

gold and silver vessels, but also vessels of wood and of 

earthenware, and some to honor and some to dishonor. 

Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from these things, he 

will be a vessel for honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, 

prepared for every good work.   

 

Finally, we will be perfected in sanctification when we go to 

heaven and receive resurrected bodies for all eternity. The 

process of sanctification involves a partnership between 

Almighty God, Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, and us.  God shows 

us our sin; Jesus cleansed us from our sins by His sacrifice on 

the cross; the Holy Spirit applies the truth of the Word in our 

lives and leads us in righteousness; and we must voluntarily 

separate ourselves from sin. 

 

In 2 Kings 16:10-18, King Ahaz traveled to Damascus and saw 

a pagan temple that had an altar that he really liked.  He returned 

home and told the High Priest to build him one just like it.  The 
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priest did just as he asked.  He moved the Bronze Altar to the 

side, north of the new altar.  The king called his altar the great 

altar.  He offered all his sacrifices on this one.  He changed how 

the offerings were made.  He used God’s altar for making 

inquiries.  He also removed the Brass Laver from its stand, and 

let it sit on the ground.  

 

Have we not in the church done the same thing?  We change 

what God has spoken to us, to make it look better in our eyes.  

Sometimes we follow along not knowing the truth for ourselves 

so we follow those who we think know better.  But we must be 

not blind following blind leaders.36  

 

Even if we do not understand fully all that God is telling us to 

do, we must know that His ways are perfect and right and He 

has a purpose for every single detail of what he commands, to 

bring us into His image, into sanctification. 

 

When we come to the brass laver, we confess our sins and ask 

for forgiveness for our sins against God and against others.  We 

must know that every time we come to the Lord in repentance, 

He is faithful and He will forgive our sins.37 

                                        
36 Luke 6:39 
37 1 John 1:9 
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Now we are ready to go into the presence of our Lord to offer 

Him worship and minister to Him.  The greatest privilege we 

have as sanctified believers is having direct access to God.  

Please take the time to read Psalm 24: 3- 5 a few times to let the 

truths of sanctification sink deep into your soul. 

 
Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD? And who may 

stand in His holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure 

heart, who has not lifted up his soul to falsehood and has 

not sworn deceitfully. He shall receive a blessing from the 

LORD and righteousness from the God of his salvation.    

 
One of my students, Gabriela wrote about the importance of the 

Laver in her life: 

 

The Laver was necessary because I have to be pure before 

entering the presence of the Lord.  The laver did not have 

specific measurements because God is not limited in cleansing 

me only of small sins, but also big ones. The Bronze Laver gives 

me a chance to clean my dirt, the sins I have committed against 

Him.  It is God giving me a chance to be able to be with Him. 

You can wash yourself completely and fully in the Bronze Laver 

and it really does clean you off; not just physically, but 

spiritually. 
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I stand looking up 

Dirty and plain stuck 

Hurt and broken 

I think I have had enough 

I see my reflection in the bronze laver 

It is nothing like His, the pure and Holy One 

I step up to cleanse my ugliness 

And now I know it is done 

I now feel free 

And can be what God wants me to be 

Pure in His presence 

Worshiping His sovereignty 
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Let us imagine you are that priest who is about to go into the 

Inner Court.  Most days you are offering up sacrifices in the 

outer court, but this day is your day to enter the Holy Place.  

You have walked up to the Brass Laver and gazed into the shiny 

sides of the laver seeing your reflection.  You see the filth of the 

day and you reverently wash your hands and feet, making sure 

every bit of dirt and blood is completely off your body.  You 

check yourself out again in the laver to make sure your clothing 

is not soiled.  And then just to make sure you look again.   

 

Golden Lampstand 

Chapter 6 
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Your heart is beating wildly in your chest.  This is the day you 

get to minister directly to Almighty God.  As you approach the 

curtained opening of the Holy Place, you notice the curtains are 

made of beautiful twisted linen of purple, red, and blue; and that 

is it beautifully embroidered with huge cherubim.  You wonder if 

you will ever see an angel with your natural eyes, or if there is 

one just on the other side of the curtain?  Your eyes go again to 

the beautiful curtain.  You have never seen it up close before 

and you marvel at the talent that went into making it.   

 

You have stalled long enough, now is the time to enter.  As your 

hand touches the curtain to make an opening for yourself to 

enter alone, you are glad you tripled checked to make sure your 

hands were clean.  You do not know what to expect, but what 

appears before your eyes you had never imagined.  You knew 

some basic facts about the room you would be entering.  The 

Holy Place was a nice size room (30 x 15 feet), with no 

windows, and four layers of materials covering over it (inner 

lining of embroidered linen, woven goat hair, ram skin dyed red, 

and covered with porpoise skin to be waterproof).  But what 

greets your eyes is dazzling and spectacular, a sight you will 

always remember.   
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The walls and the ceiling are covered with beautifully woven 

linen of blue, purple and red.  There are three golden objects in 

the rooms that are shining so beautifully, the way only pure gold 

can.  The entire room is filled with the warmest and most 

relaxingly soft light you have ever encountered, causing you to 

have great awe and reverence for this Holy Place.  After looking 

around for quite some time, you see that the beautiful light that 

filled the entire space is coming from one of the objects in the 

room.  And then you remember why you are here.  This is your 

day to tend to the Golden Lampstand.  Turning to your left you 

slowly walk up to the Golden Lampstand.  This light is never to 

go out, so you go about your work filling the lamp with oil and 

trimming the wicks.   

 

The lampstand is a beautiful and valuable work of art.  It was 

made of one talent38 of pure gold.  Gold today is valued at 

$1650.00 an ounce.  If you bought a talent of gold today, it 

would cost $2,376,000.00. 

 

The Lampstand was not made in a mold with melted gold, but it 

was hammered and sculpted by a true artisan.  It was covered 

with groups of almond blossom cups, knobs, and flowers.  It had 

seven cups where the oil was put and then lit.  This light was 

                                        
38 90 pounds 



70 
 

never to go out, so one of the priests would fill the oil and trim 

the wicks every morning and every evening.  Without this light, 

the only light in the Holy Place, the Holy Place would be dark 

and the priests could not minister to the Lord at the Table of 

Showbread and the Altar of Incense. 

 

This lampstand points to three things.  First, Jesus is the light of 

the World. 

 

John 8:12  Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, "I am 

the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in 

the darkness, but will have the Light of life."      

 
John 12:46  I have come as Light into the world, so that 

everyone who believes in Me will not remain in darkness.       
 

Darkness is a scary place to be in.  We cannot see where we are 

going and we do not know what is in the darkness with us.  The 

world we live in is in great darkness, and until we ask Jesus to 

come into our hearts, our lives are characterized by deeds of 

darkness and sin.   We live in fear and confusion, having no 

purpose or direction in our lives.  Jesus comes to give us eternal 

life and to enlighten every step we take while we are here on 

earth.  When His light begins to shine in our hearts, the darkness 

around us flees along with our fears.  As He illumines the path 

He has for us to walk, we find kingdom purpose for our lives.    
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Second, the Holy Spirit is the flaming oil in the lampstand.   

 
Revelation 4:5 Out from the throne come flashes of 

lightning and sounds and peals of thunder, and there were 

seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the 

seven Spirits of God.  

 

The book of Revelation often talks about these seven Spirits, 

and in Isaiah 11:2 and Isaiah 28:6 these seven Spirits are listed.  

The Spirit of Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel, Strength, 

Knowledge, Fear of the Lord, and Justice.   

 

The Holy Spirit is often referred to as the oil in a lamp, the fuel 

that causes the flame to burn.  The Holy Spirit is given to each 

believer to burn in our hearts.  He longs to teach us about these 

seven Spirits so we will come to know the love of God and be 

equipped to do all He has for us to do.  As believers we are to be 

lit with the brilliance of the anointing and giftings of the Holy 

Spirit, to provide illumination in our lives and the lives of those 

around us.  Without the “oil” of the Holy Spirit we cannot 

minister effectively to the Lord in studying His Word, praying 

prayers that are His will, or worshipping with proper attitudes. 

 
Third, we as the Church are to be a lampstand. 

 

Revelation 1:12-20 Then I turned to see the voice that was 

speaking with me. And having turned I saw seven golden 

lampstands… the seven lampstands are the seven churches. 
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In Revelation chapters 2 and 3, Jesus walks among the 

lampstands, the churches, commenting on the deeds He sees 

them performing.   As lampstands, we are to carry the light of 

Christ and to shine His light in this dark world.  We are to 

glorify Jesus in our bodies.  To give glory to is to reflect back 

the character of someone to others.  If Jesus is light, we are to 

reflect light back to the world.   

 
Isaiah 60: 1-3 Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the 

glory of the LORD has risen upon you. For behold, darkness 

will cover the earth and deep darkness the peoples; but the 

LORD will rise upon you and His glory will appear upon 

you. Nations will come to your light, and kings to the 

brightness of your rising.     

 

Since the church is a lampstand and we as believers are the 

church, we are to shine His light to this dark world.  How do we 

do that?  First, we must accept Christ as our Savior and Lord.  

Then we must allow ourselves to become holy vessels, 

consecrated to His service, obedient, filled by the Holy Spirit.  

Then we will begin to shine.   

 
2 Corinthians 4:6-7  For God, who said, Light shall shine 

out of darkness, is the One who has shone in our hearts to 

give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 

face of Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, 

so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God 

and not from ourselves.     
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I sometimes get overwhelmed by the deep darkness around me, 

and I wonder what impact I can make trying to shine my little 

light.  And then I am reminded of a candlelight service.  All the 

lights are out, it is dark.  But then, one little candle is lit and 

suddenly you can see, some of the darkness is dispelled.   Then 

that one little light ignites another candle and the room gets 

lighter.  As this continues one light at a time, the darkness is 

gone, replaced by a warm glow.  We must always remember that 

one little light is all it takes to chase away the darkness.   

 

We all start as little lights, but God wants us to be filled more 

and more with the fire of the Holy Spirit so we can be blazing 

torches for His glory.  In order to be filled with Him, we must be 

emptied out of some things in our life, so we can be a vessel of 

honor for His glory.  We must endeavor to lay aside all deeds of 

darkness (sin) and be a tool of light in God’s hands. 

 
Romans 13:12  The night is almost gone, and the day is 

near. Therefore let us lay aside the deeds of darkness and 

put on the armor (tool) of light.     
 

So many Christians are still walking in the darkness, their lives 

do not look much different than before they accepted the Lord.  

God tells us we must walk as children of the light and try to 
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learn what is pleasing to the Lord, not participating in the 

unfruitful deeds of darkness.39  

 

Ephesians 5: 15-17  Therefore be careful how you walk, not 

as unwise men but as wise, making the most of your time, 

because the days are evil. So then do not be foolish, but 

understand what the will of the Lord is.  

 

How can we walk wisely?  God’s word is full of instructions for 

how we should walk as children of the light, but Galatians 5:22-

23 sums it up very well.  We must walk in the fruit of the Spirit, 

which is Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, 

Faithfulness, Gentleness, and Self-control.  Do you have God’s 

heart for others?  Are you a joy to be around?  Are you able to 

rest in the Lord in the midst of raging storms?  Are you calmly 

willing to accept the trials God brings your way to bring you 

closer to Him?  Do you tenderly care for those around you?  Is 

your life characterized by moral excellence?  Do you do what 

you say you will do?  Are you able to forgive and not seek 

revenge when wronged?  Do you strive to do God’s will when 

your fleshly nature doesn’t want you to?  

 

The “Fruit of the Spirit” is developed over our lifetimes, little by 

little; but it can be developed in each one of us.  Think of a plant 

that produces fruit, it goes through many stages of development.  

                                        
39 Ephesians 5: 8-11 
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First a flower is produced, and after it dies a small fruit begins to 

appear.  It will grow to full size, and finally it will ripen to 

produce sweetness.  As we partner with the Holy Spirit, He will 

cause His fruit to come to sweet maturity in each of our lives.  

When it does, we will be beautiful lights for His glory, ready at 

all times to be God’s hands and feet, doing acts of kindness and 

justice.   

 

Matthew 5: 13- 16  You are the light of the world. A city set 

on a hill cannot be hidden; nor does anyone light a lamp 

and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives 

light to all who are in the house.   Let your light shine 

before men in such a way that they may see your good 

works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven. 

 

I have found that so often we as Christians are content to have 

our little light, but we keep it hidden.  Obviously God knew we 

would have this tendency so He encourages us to arise and let 

our lights shine.  As lights for His glory, we are to be raised up 

off the ground and put in a lampstand, so people can see the 

light.  What good is the light if no one can see it? 

 

Jesus goes on to tell us to stop putting our light under a basket 

but to provide light for all who are around us, especially our 

families.  Putting our light under a basket usually stems from 

when we think only of ourselves and what God or others can do 
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for us; instead of thinking of ways to help others, serve others, 

love others, and meet their needs. 

 

Here are some simple ways to be a light set on a lampstand for 

all to see: 

• Smile 

• Open doors for people 

• Say thank you 

• Deliver food to those in need 

• Encourage others by praising them for doing well, or by 

praying for them, sharing a verse 

• Speak patiently and kindly to all you meet 

• Stick up for someone who is being mistreated 

• Help someone in need 

 

Another way to be a light is by being willing to share the Gospel 

whenever the opportunity presents itself.  We must be obedient 

to go and tell the truth to all! 

 
Acts 13:47 For so the Lord has commanded us, I have 

placed you as a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring 

salvation to the end of the earth. 
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God has sent us to open the eyes of those who do not know 

Jesus, so they may turn from darkness to light.40  In order to be 

an effective and bold witness, we must know God’s Word.  

Many people are hesitant to witness because they feel they do 

not know enough scriptures.  It is good for all Christians to 

memorize key salvation scriptures, so you are always ready.  

God desires for us all to be students of His Word.  The Bible has 

so many instructions, encouragements, and promises we need to 

know.  I have found if I am diligent to read His Word, the Holy 

Spirit is faithful to remind me of what I read when I need it.   He 

is so good at helping us present the gospel lovingly and boldly.  

I pray that God will give us all a love for the lost so that we care 

about their eternity and are moved to share the light God has 

given us.   

 

It is very pleasing to God when we look for ways to partner with 

Him to be a light to others.  One way to do this is to offer a 

prophetic word to someone God knows is struggling.   

 
2 Peter 1:19-21 So we have the prophetic word made more 

sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp 

shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 

morning star arises in your hearts. But know this first of all, 

that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own 

interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of 

                                        
40 Acts 26:18 
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human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from 

God.  
 

Prophesy is a very misunderstood word in the body of Christ.  

Simply defined, prophesy is God speaking to us.  It is a gift the 

Holy Spirit gives to us.  It is not reserved for a few guys in the 

Old Testament.  Paul tells us we should all earnestly desire the 

spiritual gift of prophesy because when we speak a word from 

God to others they are edified, exhorted, and consoled.41  That is 

powerful.    

 

A woman across the room from you, who just a moment ago was 

laughing, now has tears streaming down her face after getting a 

phone call.  You hear God whisper in your ear “her brother just 

died in a car accident on the way to work”.  You walk over to 

her and say, “I see you are very sad, and I know it was a shock 

to get the news about your brother?  Can I pray for you?”   

 

Once she gets over the shock that you know something that no 

one else knows, you can encourage her in prayer and in how 

much God cares about her.  God’s words have now pierced the 

darkness that has suddenly overcome her.  She is still sad, but 

now she is encouraged that God loves her enough to share what 

is going on in her heart.   

                                        
41 1 Corinthians 14:1,3 
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Letting the brightness of our spirit impact all the people around 

us should be the lifestyle for all believers.  The most noble and 

the greatest ministry we can have is when we do whatever God 

whispers in our hearts to do, spreading light  in the darkness, 

one person at a time.  This is the ministry that greatly pleases 

God and has the greatest impact on the lives of those around us.  

 

Priests trimmed wicks and filled the oil for the lamps every 

morning and evening to make sure the light did not go out.  Do 

we do this? Are we this vigilant to check ourselves every 

morning and every night that our light is still shining?  We must 

continue in our walk of consecration, abstaining from the deeds 

of darkness, so more and more of His light can shine in us.  We 

are called to walk totally in the light, and have no part of the 

darkness.  We are called to be a very bright shining light so 

freedom and healing can come to others.  Not a glaring light, but 

a warm glow that illumines the work the Lord has for us to do. 

 
Luke 12:35  Be dressed in readiness, keep your lamps lit. 

 
Philippians 2:15 tells us we are to “shine as lights in the 

world”.   

 

For me that verse tells me that we need to be the lights for this 

dark world, representing God in this world that is not right.  We 
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must be like the lampstand in the Tabernacle; we must light up 

the darkness.  Like the Lampstand, His light must be seen in us 

everywhere we go. 

 

What does your light look like? 
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The Sabbath is here, and it is your Sabbath to enter into the 

Holy Place and fellowship with your fellow priests and with the 

Lord, Almighty God!  You are so honored and so excited.  You 

begin the day by going to each of the twelve tribes to gather a 

loaf of freshly made bread to offer to the Lord.  They smell so 

good and they look perfect, just the way they should to be given 

to the Lord.  These are not day old loaves, not leftovers; they are 

freshly made of the finest ingredients, made with skilled and 

loving hands.  You thank the baker who is assigned for each 

tribe and respectfully carry them to the tabernacle.  You 

remember as a child you and your friends following the priests 

Table of Showbread 

Chapter 7 
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each Sabbath as they gathered each of the twelve loaves.  They 

smelled so good that your mouth would always water and your 

stomach would growl.  It’s funny, but the same thing is 

happening now!   

 

You and the other priest who is helping you gather the bread 

enter the Tabernacle through the one gate, walk past the bronze 

altar, and stop at the brass laver to wash your hands and feet.  

You enter through the veil into the Holy Place.  You are always 

amazed by the beauty inside.  The golden objects are so 

beautiful and made even more so by the beautiful golden 

lampstand.  You reflect back to the day when you were chosen to 

tend to the lampstand.  Bathed in the warm glow of the seven 

lamps, you felt so close to God.   

 

You are nudged by one of your fellow priests, to remind you why 

you are here.  You look at him and see the golden pan shining in 

his hands with six loaves of fresh bread, the same as you have in 

your hands.  Two other priests who entered with you are 

carrying hot coals from the brazen altar in small shovels, and 

frankincense in small golden cups.  The four of you stand on one 

side of a beautiful golden table.  Again you are amazed at the 

talents of the craftsmen who made these golden objects.   
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Four more of your fellow priests enter through the opening in 

the curtain.  They stand on the opposite side of the table.  We 

silently greet each other with a nod.  Two of the priests put their 

hands on the two golden plates that are already on the table and 

remove them, at the same time that we put the fresh bread on the 

table.  It is amazing how smoothly we work together to make 

sure there is always bread on this table.   One of the priests who 

brought in the frankincense sprinkled a little of this white 

powder on the bread.  The aroma of the frankincense mixed with 

the warm bread is amazing!   

 

The other priest with us took the burning coals and put them in 

the altar of incense, and another priest sprinkled the rest of the 

frankincense over them.  Immediately a thick white smoke curled 

up towards the ceiling, filling the entire room with the delightful 

smell of balsam.   

 

We all offered up a prayer to our Lord and worshipped Him.  

After a while, one in the second group of priests who had the 

older bread, broke the bread and offered each of us a large 

piece.  We each were given a glass of wine to drink with this 

bread.  This was such a lovely time of fellowship with my friends 

and with the Lord.  We shared our struggles and our joys in this 

safe and intimate place.  The warm glow of the lampstand 
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mirroring the warmth we felt for each other and for the Lord.  

After we had eaten all the bread, we reluctantly took up our 

bowls, shovels, and cups and left this holy place; anxiously 

longing for our next return.   

 

The Table of Showbread and the ceremony that the priests 

partook in, symbolize so many things to us as believers.  The 

first points to Communion, our observance of the Lord’s 

Supper.  We think of this as a New Testament ritual, pointing to 

the shed blood and broken body of our Savior Jesus Christ.  God 

foreshadowed the atoning death of Jesus Christ in the Table of 

Showbread.     

 

Mark 14:22-24  While they were eating, He took some 

bread, and after a blessing He broke it, and gave it to them, 

and said, "Take it; this is My body." And when He had taken 

a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, and they all 

drank from it. And He said to them, "This is My blood of the 

covenant, which is poured out for many.  

 

Why do we partake of communion every week or every month 

in our churches?  To remind us afresh that Jesus came to offer 

His body as the perfect sacrifice for our sins, all so we could be 

forgiven and brought into close fellowship with the entirety of 

God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   
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1 Corinthians 11:23-26 says we are to “do this in 

remembrance of Me.  For as often as you eat this bread and 

drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He 

comes.” 

 
His death brought forgiveness of all sin, reconciliation with 

Almighty God, and a way for us to have an intimate relationship 

with God.   

 

The Table of Showbread also points to our fellowship with 

fellow Christians, enjoying each other’s company as we share 

the triumphs and struggles in our lives.  As we share the 

goodness of God with each other our faith is built and we break 

out into wonderful rejoicing, proclaiming how good our God is!   

 
Hebrews 10:23-25 Let us hold fast the confession of our 

hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; and 

let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and 

good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as 

is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all 

the more as you see the day drawing near.  
 

God’s Word is so clear about the vital importance fellowship 

with other believers is to our walk with the Lord.  Just as the 

priests would treasure this intimate gathering with their fellow 

priests in this quiet place, so should we.   

 

Do you regularly attend a church where you are an active 

participant?  Do you attend a small group or weekly Bible study 
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where you share your life and encourage others in the group as 

you all feed on God’s Word?  Do you make time in your busy 

schedule to attend Christian retreats or conferences throughout 

the year?  Do you gather with other believers just to worship 

God, to share in the joy of the Lord? 

 

Or do you stay away from other believers, because they have 

either hurt you in the past or not lived up to your expectations of 

helping you?  If you find yourself saying, “I just want to spend 

ALL my time alone with the Lord”; watch out, you are putting a 

huge target on your back for the enemy.  Think about when a 

lioness is searching for prey to devour.  She looks for an animal 

that is alone; and if they look injured or weak, all the better and 

she pounces. If we are hurt from others, we need to get with 

other believers to lead us into healing from those hurts.  They 

will only get worse when you are alone, and the enemy has an 

easy time putting bitterness and unforgiveness in your heart, 

which separates and weakens you even more.  If you are not 

regularly feeding on the Word of God, you will become weak.   

 

I encourage you to get together with other believers on a regular 

basis.  They need you to encourage them and you need them to 

encourage you.  We all have struggles and triumphs that have 
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built our faith, and sharing these with others encourages them to 

persevere in their struggles.   

 
Hebrews 3:13  But encourage one another day after day, as 

long as it is still called "Today," so that none of you will be 

hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.  

 

The third and most important symbolism of the Table of 

Showbread points to our fellowship with Jesus Christ and the 

spiritual nourishment we get when we spend time with Him. 

 

John 6:35  Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life; he 

who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in 

Me will never thirst.”   

 

Today many Christians are spiritually starving.  Jesus is 

standing in the inner courts waiting to feed His priests (all 

believers).  But most do not enter in to get what He is offering.  

They stand in the outer courts, thinking they are alright.  Jesus 

wants everyone to eat the spiritual bread of God’s Word, which 

will strengthen us for His service, and help others feed on God’s 

Word.  He also wants us to drink the wine of the Holy Spirit so 

we can have joy and be filled with His power. 

 
Psalm 119:103  How sweet are Your words to my taste! Yes, 

sweeter than honey to my mouth!    
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We are to take the Word of God and eat it, to delight in it, and to 

savor it.  Not just to read it as a Christian duty, to check off that 

we have done it; but to read a passage, chew on it, and delve 

into what it means to us personally at this time in our life.  Jesus 

wants us to taste the sweetness of His Words.   

 

Psalm 119 is all about how wonderful and useful God’s Word is 

for our lives.  I encourage you to spend some quality time 

reading it.  Study David’s enthusiasm for God’s Word and the 

benefits he found in knowing it. 

 
Psalm 119:162  I rejoice at Your word, as one who finds 

great treasure.   

 

One of our goals as believers should be to become the Word of 

God to those all around us, a letter of Christ written in our hearts 

read by all men.42  But if we do not know the Word of God, how 

can we become it?  I think we all at some time in our lives think 

God will just hit us with a magic wand and “poof” we become 

the Word of God.  Not so, we must spend time in fellowship 

with the author and perfecter of our faith, Jesus Christ.  We do 

this by reading and studying His Word. He wants us to know 

His Word so well that it is written on the tablets of our hearts.  

That means that as we read and study His Word, we become His 

                                        
42 2 Corinthians 3:2-3 
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Word.  As we do this we will come to know God and His 

character and His will for our lives.  We become encouraged as 

we are taught what is right and wrong.  We can use it for prayer, 

and to encourage and teach others. 

 

One of my students, Rina, was impacted the most by the Table 

of Showbread:  

I was raised in church as a preacher’s kid.  We took 

communion every Sunday as a family.  It was something 

we had to do as part of the Christian faith.  I have heard 

so many different opinions of the meaning of 

communion.  Some said it was Christ’s proposal to His 

bride.  Some said it is a sad thing.   

 

Even though I have always loved the story of 

communion, I never knew that it was a custom done 

years before Christ.  I thought that Jesus started it. I 

never realized that it started long before Jesus’ time.  I 

never knew how joyful and delightful it was supposed to 

be.  It made me get out of a religious mindset and see it 

for what it was, a delightful time for fellowship with 

each other and with our creator.  I will not look at 

communion the same after this. 
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Let us recap our journey so far through the Tabernacle.  We 

have come inside the gate and into the outer courts.  We have 

had our sins and their consequences removed on the Bronze 

Altar by the sacrifice of Jesus.  We have washed ourselves clean 

on the Brass Laver through daily repentance.  We have entered 

through the first veil to enter the Inner Court.  In this holy place 

our way is illumined by the light that Jesus puts in us by the 

Holy Spirit.  We have partaken of communion at the Table of 

Showbread, feasting on the Word of God and the joy of the Holy 

Spirit within us, as we fellowship with fellow believers and the 

Lord.  With each step we are getting closer to Almighty God, as 

Altar of Incense 

Chapter 8 
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He is preparing us and cleansing us to be with Him.  He 

continues to teach us about Himself so we can have greater and 

greater faith and confidence in who He is.  

 
Hebrews 10:22 Let us draw near with a sincere heart in full 

assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from 

an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 

 

The third item in the inner court was the Altar of Incense.  

This was also made of acacia wood and covered in gold.  This 

was a place where fragrant incense was to burn perpetually.  It 

was located in front of the Veil going into the Holy of Holies, 

the item closest to God’s presence so far.  God placed a lot of 

importance on this altar, calling it “most holy to the Lord”.43 

With the Altar of Incense, we are at a point in our Christian 

walk where we are drawing very near to God.  We do not need 

to imagine what it was like to minister to the Lord with the Altar 

of Incense, because we have a story in Luke 1 of Zacharias 

doing this.   

 

There was a certain priest who lived in Jerusalem in the days of 

Herod, king of Judea, about 2000 years ago named Zacharias.  

He was a righteous man who walked blameless before the Lord.  

He and his wife, Elizabeth, loved to serve the Lord.  He was 

                                        
43 Exodus 30: 10 
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excited, this was his day to go into the Holy Place and minister 

to the Lord before the Altar of Incense.   

 

He walked into the temple grounds with an animal to sacrifice 

for his sins.  He wanted to be pure before the Lord.  As he 

offered up the sacrifice for his sins and as he saw the smoke rise 

above the Bronze Altar, he prayed that God would accept his 

sacrifice. He then walked a few steps to the Brass Laver and 

washed himself clean.  He took meticulous care to wash himself 

completely from the blood of his sacrifice and the filth of the 

day.   

 

As he walked into the Inner Court, he turned around and noticed 

his fellow priests and the entire multitude of people in the Outer 

Court were offering up prayers.  He knew they would continue 

to pray while he was in the Holy Place.   

 

He parted the beautiful curtains and looked inside.  As often as 

he had been serving the Lord in the temple, the beauty of this 

room always took his breath away.  The golden glow of the 

lampstand off all the golden objects was so beautiful, warm and 

inviting.   

 



93 
 

He was mindful of the two things he brought with him into the 

Holy Place.  In one hand he carried a golden censor filled with 

burning coals from the bronze altar; and in the other hand he 

carried sweet incense.  He reverently approached the golden 

altar, with prayers always on his lips.  He placed the hot coals 

on the altar and sprinkled them with the sweet incense.  

Immediately a thick and wonderfully aromatic smoke curled 

swiftly towards the ceiling.  The entire room was filled with a 

delightful aroma.   As he lifted up more prayers to Almighty 

God, he could sense the presence of the Lord in such a 

wonderful way.  He loved this closeness to the Lord.   

 

Suddenly a large angel appeared beside the golden altar.  He 

was startled, he had never seen an angel before, and here was 

one standing in front of him.  Zacharias wondered if he mistook 

the smoke for an angel, but no, there was someone in the Holy 

Place with him.  He became very frightened as he looked into 

the eyes of this angelic being. Gabriel spoke and told him, “Do 

not be afraid, for God has heard your prayers and has answered 

them.  I have been sent from God to speak to you and I am here 

to bring you good news.  Your wife, who has been barren, will 

bear you a son and you will give him the name John.  You will 

have joy and gladness and many will rejoice at his birth, for he 

will be great in the sight of the Lord.  He will be consecrated as 



94 
 

a Nazarite and filled with the Holy Spirit while in his mother’s 

womb.  He will turn many of the sons of Israel to the Lord their 

God, so as to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”44 

 

Zacharias was stunned.  This was too much to comprehend.  He 

had faithfully prayed for a son for more years than he could 

remember, and now Gabriel himself was standing here in front 

of him telling him God was answering his prayers.  Doubt 

overtook him, stronger than his fear and he spoke to Gabriel. 

“How shall I know this for certain?  We are both old, and past 

the age of bearing children.”  So the angel gives him a sign.  He 

takes away his ability to speak until his son is born; because 

“you did not believe my words, which shall be fulfilled in their 

proper time.”45 

 

Zacharias opened his mouth to speak, but he could speak no 

words.  He fell to the ground to pray and worship Almighty God.  

He stayed like this for a while, alternately repenting for his lack 

of faith and thanking God for His answered prayer.   

 

When he finally left the Holy Place, there was quite a crowd 

gathered in the outer court, concerned that something had 

                                        
44 Luke 1: 13-17 
45 Luke 1: 18-20 
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happened to Zacharias because he was gone for so long.  He 

tired to communicate with them, but he could not.  They were all 

amazed.  After the birth of his son, the Lord opened his mouth 

and the first words out were praise to Almighty God! 

 

Just like Zacharias, priests, chosen by lots, would go into the 

Holy Place twice a day to put hot coals and incense on the 

Golden Altar.   As they were doing this, they would offer up 

prayers to God.  Their prayers mixed with the smoke and 

wonderful aroma of the incense was to always be going up to 

God as a sweet aroma to His nostrils. 

  
Revelation 8:3-4  Another angel came and stood at the 

altar, holding a golden censer; and much incense was given 

to him, so that he might add it to the prayers of all the saints 

on the golden altar which was before the throne.  And the 

smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, went up 

before God out of the angel's hand. 

 

The ministry of prayer is closest to the heart of God.  That is 

why the altar of incense stood directly in front of the veil 

leading into the Most Holy Place. This demonstrates how 

important prayer is to God and to our intimacy with Him.  It is 

through prayer that we are able to come into His Presence. 

 

In the Old Testament, when the priests would pray at the altar of 

incense, the veil was blocking them from His presence.  This 
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was the closest they could come to God in their daily worship.  

We as Christians can come close to God in prayer every moment 

of every day!  Today there is no veil separating us from the 

throne of God.  The veil was torn at the crucifixion, giving us 

direct access to the throne of God through the veil of Christ’s 

flesh and His shed blood46.  

 

In the future tabernacle, the golden altar is in the Holy of Holies, 

again showing the importance God places on prayer.  Revelation 

8:3-4 adds further to this future tabernacle placing the Golden 

Altar of Incense before His throne, as an everlasting testimony 

to the prayers of believers that have ascended to God from all 

time.   

 
Hebrews 9:2-4    For there was a tabernacle prepared, the 

outer one, in which were the lampstand and the table and 

the sacred bread; this is called the holy place.   Behind the 

second veil there was a tabernacle which is called the Holy 

of Holies, having a golden altar of incense and the Ark of 

the Covenant.   

 

The Altar of Incense had four horns on the corners.  At certain 

times of the year, the priest would take some of the blood of 

someone’s sin offering and sprinkle it on these horns.  They 

would then pray to God to pardon their sins, interceding on their 

                                        
46 Matthew 27:50-51 
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behalf.47  Just as the Israelites had a high priest to pray for their 

sins, so we too have a high priest, Jesus Christ, who is always 

interceding for us before God.   

 
Hebrews 7:25 Therefore He is able also to save forever 

those who draw near to God through Him, since He always 

lives to make intercession for them. 

 

John 17 records a prayer Jesus prayed to God about us. He asks 

God to provide: protection for us from the world and from 

Satan, sanctification through the Scriptures, spiritual unity 

within the body of Christ, and the presence of believers with 

Him to behold His glory.  I take great comfort knowing that 

Jesus is ever before Almighty God praying these things for us! 

 

The location of the Altar of Incense shows us the importance of 

our prayers to God.  Prayer is our highest privilege, gravest 

responsibility, and the greatest power God has put in our hands.  

Do you realize the honor God has given us to actually talk to 

Him, Almighty God, the God who created everything, and who 

keeps everything in His loving hands?    

 

If you wanted to talk to the president about something that is 

bothering you or even to tell him he is doing a good job, it 

                                        
47 1 Chronicles 6:49, Leviticus 4:7 
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would be impossible to get the White House switchboard to put 

your call through.  But God is always leaning over, bending His 

ear to our prayers.  He longs to have conversations with us. He 

longs for us to share our hearts concerns with Him and for us to 

listen to His.  God holds prayer in great honor, do we?  

Remember, God holds this golden altar as most holy.48 

 
James 5:16b The effective prayer of a righteous man can 

accomplish much.  

 

We all want our prayers to be effective, meaning they are heard 

by God and accomplish what we pray.  How can we do this?  

First of all for a prayer to be effective, it must be prayed 

according to God’s will.  To do this, we must have an ongoing 

intimate relationship with God where we are ever in 

conversation with Him, so that we know what is on His heart 

and we can pray for it.    

 

Another way to have our prayers accomplish much is to heed the 

strong warnings that God gave Moses about the way incense 

was to be made and presented to Him.  Why do we think we can 

throw up prayers any way we want?  Let’s look at the warnings 

God gives to Moses about this most holy altar. 

                                        
48 Exodus 30:10 
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The first warning is not to offer strange incense on this altar49.  

Strange incense is any incense that is not what God instructed 

them to use; in other words, any prayers that do not honor God.  

These can be prayers that are very selfish in nature; they have a 

few holy sounding words mixed with a little bit of selfish 

desires. Oh God, let me win the lottery and then I will be able to 

give a lot of money to Your church.  

 

Prayers offered as strange incense can also be casual prayers 

that we throw up to the air not really expecting anyone is 

listening to them. One of the most offensive “prayers” we offer 

up to God as strange incense is cursing using God’s name.  This 

slaps God in the face every time these words explode from our 

lips.   

 

Two of Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu, offered strange incense 

before the Lord.  They took it upon themselves to do their own 

thing and present it to God.  Did they do this out of laziness, 

ignorance, or poor planning?  No one knows, but these excuses 

for their disobedience do not take away the disrespect they 

offered to the Lord.  And what happened to them?  Fire came 

out from the presence of the Lord and consumed them and they 

died!  God was very clear that He was offended by their 

                                        
49 Exodus 30:9 
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disrespect.  He said, “By those who come near Me, I will be 

treated as holy, and before all the people I will be honored.” 50 

 

I am glad God does not send fire down from heaven every time 

we offer up prayers that are dishonoring to Him.  If He did, I 

doubt there would be any people left on the face of the earth.  

Offering “strange incense” prayers is dishonoring to God and we 

need to repent every time we do this, and ask Him to forgive us. 

 

The next warning is to not make incense for ourselves that is the 

same formula as the incense to be used on the golden altar.51  

Incense was commonly used in all households, just as we use air 

fresheners in our homes.  But the exact formula for Tabernacle 

incense was never to be duplicated and used outside of the Holy 

Place.  It was to be treated as very special.  When we pray to 

God with selfish motives, to try to manipulate Him into giving 

us something we want, that is using holy incense for ourselves.  

This is not to say that should not pray for ourselves.  God 

desires for us to share our heart’s concerns with Him, which is 

part of our intimate relationship with Him.  Praying this way is 

good; but praying for ourselves with selfish motives is bad. 

 

                                        
50 Leviticus 10:1-3 
51 Exodus 30:37-38 
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The third warning is to come humbly before the Lord when we 

pray.  In 2 Chronicles 26:16-21, King Uzziah’s heart filled with 

pride and he acted corruptly.  He decided he wanted to burn 

incense on the altar of incense, but only the priests were to offer 

incense on the altar.  As King Uzziah walked into the holy place 

of the temple, 81 priests followed him, telling him to get out of 

the sanctuary.  While the King was yelling at the priests that he 

was not going to leave, leprosy broke out on his forehead. The 

King and all the priests were extremely frightened and ran out of 

the temple, knowing they had just experienced the wrath of God.  

The King was a leper for the rest of his life.  This warning 

shows us that God is not pleased with prayers offered up with a 

prideful heart, prayers that are out of order, or prayers that are 

contrary to His will.  When we come before Him to pray in a 

way that honors Him, then we can have the full assurance that 

He will be pleased and He will hear our prayers. 

 

Let us look at the formula for the incense that was used to make 

the aromatic smoke that was a sweet aroma to the Lord’s 

nostrils.  It was equal parts of the spices: stacte, onycha, 

galbanum, and frankincense.52   

 

                                        
52 Exodus 30:34 
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Stacte is the purest form of myrrh, which is a gummy substance 

that is bitter to the taste, but has a pleasant aroma.  Onycha is a 

resin peeled off the shell of a mollusk.  Galbanum is a gummy 

resinous juice that comes out of a cane when it is broken. It has 

very many small shining grains that have a strong yet warm 

aroma.  Frankincense is a spice that produces a white smoke 

when it is burned. 

 

In order to prepare these spices, they have to be stripped, 

pounded, cut, or crushed to get out the gummy resin.  These 

resins are then dried and ground into a very fine powder.53  This 

process of preparing the incense speaks of the trials we all go 

through; the crushing, stripping, pressing… all to make us a 

beautiful aroma to His nostrils.  

 
2 Corinthians 4: 8-10, 17 We are afflicted in every way, but 

not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; persecuted, but 

not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always 

carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, so that the life 

of Jesus also may be manifested in our body… For 

momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal 

weight of glory far beyond all comparison. 

 

Every believer goes through hard times of affliction when it 

feels like we are being crushed, stripped, or pressed.  The dry 

times of our various trials and testing are likened to being in the 

                                        
53 Leviticus 16:12 
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wilderness with Moses. Deuteronomy 8:2 tells us the purpose 

for the wilderness times of our lives is “to humble us and to test 

us to know what is truly in our hearts and if we will keep His 

commandments”.  As we are crying out to God, something 

marvelous is produced, a glorious prayer life that is mature and 

strong!  We become a beautiful fragrance of Christ to God and 

to those around us. 54  

 

As we move through society, we are like the incense on the 

golden altar that has been crushed and burned, emitting the 

perfume of the knowledge of Christ to the glory of God.  It is 

important to know that the world will respond to our aroma in 

one of two ways.  The lost and indifferent will smell death and 

reject us, while those who respond to our witness will smell life.  

We do not like rejection, but we need to know that it is a natural 

reaction of those who do not know the Lord yet.  We must 

follow the example of Christ and walk in love towards all who 

smell the aroma of the Lord upon us.   

 
Ephesians 5:1-2 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved 

children; and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and 

gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as 

a fragrant aroma.  

 

                                        
54 2 Corinthians 2:15 
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How often should we to pray? Should we pray once a week, 

once a day, whenever we see a need, whenever we have signed 

up to pray at church?  Instead of trying to figure out what works 

best in our lives, let us look at some examples in the Bible of 

how often people prayed. Priests in the tabernacle burned 

incense on the golden altar and prayed every morning and every 

night.55  Daniel   knelt in prayer and gave thanks to God three 

times a day.56 Several times in the New Testament it was 

mentioned that the disciples would pray in the morning and at 

night either in the temple or in their homes.57 

 

The Word of God places importance in dedicated times of 

prayer.  I believe that God desires believers to set aside specific 

times for prayer throughout the day and night.  Many wonder 

when is the best time to pray; in the morning or at night?  

Although the Lord does not spell it out to us in a commandment, 

there is a pattern set forth in the Bible of BOTH morning and 

evening prayer.  Mornings are a good time to offer up praise and 

petition to God, asking Him for direction for our day.  Evenings 

are a good time to reflect on our day, thanking and praising God 

for answered prayer and the direction He gave us.   

 

                                        
55 Exodus 30:7-8 
56 Daniel 6:10 
57 Acts 3:1, Acts 10:9,30 
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Psalm 63:6  When I remember You on my bed, I meditate on 

You in the night watches, 

 

We are told to pray without ceasing,58 and incense burned 

perpetually before the Lord in the Tabernacle59, so I do believe 

we should be ready to pray at all times, having a continual 

attitude of prayer all throughout our day.  

 

The Altar of Incense was described in Exodus 30:10 as most 

holy unto the Lord.  Next to the Ark of the Covenant, it was the 

most sacred piece of furniture in the Tabernacle.  This shows the 

tremendous importance God puts on our communion with Him 

in prayer.   

 

Do you cherish this holy privilege that allows you to enter the 

throne room of God and converse with Him in prayer at all 

hours of the day or night?  This important privilege is often 

minimized in our walk with the Lord.  Other things seem to take 

priority of our time, but prayer should be a priority in our lives.   

 

One final thought on prayer.  Often we start out strong and 

committed in our prayers, and then we get distracted.  It is vital 

                                        
58 1 Thessalonians 5:17 
59 Exodus 30:8 
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that we do not become weary in our prayers.  We must pray for 

strength against the destructive onslaught of Satan. 

  
Mark 14:38  "Keep watching and praying that you may not 

come into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is 

weak." 

 

Without prayer, Christians become spiritually weak and 

eventually powerless in their walk before the Lord and their 

testimony before others.   
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We have now come to the final chamber in the Tabernacle, the 

Holy of Holies; the most holy place, where the presence and the 

glory of God dwelt.  Only the High priest was allowed to come 

into this room, and only once a year on the Day of Atonement 

(in the fall, at the beginning of the Jewish year).  At all other 

times, this chamber was not to be entered into by any man.   

 

The Day of Atonement was the most important day to the 

Jewish people.  This was the day when they were cleansed of all 

of their sins they had committed over the past year.   In this 

yearly act of being cleansed from sin, the punishment for their 

Holy of Holies 

Chapter 9 
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sins was removed and they were restored to a right relationship 

with God. 

 

I want you to imagine yourself as the High Priest on the Day of 

Atonement.  You are excited and very humbled, that this most 

holy day is here again.  You show your humility by removing 

your High Priest robes and wearing a simple white linen tunic.  

The heat of the summer is waning and the fall harvest is at hand.  

This is the day you look forward to all year, the day you are face 

to face with the presence of Almighty God.   

 

You begin this day by offering a bull as a sin offering on the 

Bronze Altar for yourself and your family, asking God to forgive 

the sins you have committed this past year.  Taking a censer full 

of burning coals from the Bronze Altar and a bowl full of 

incense, you go through the first veil into the Holy Place seeing 

the Lampstand, Table of Showbread, and Altar of Incense 

prepared for the day.  You then hold your breath as you prepare 

to go beyond the second veil, into the Holy of Holies.  This is the 

only time of the year and you are the only person allowed to go 

beyond this veil.  As you walk through the thick curtain, you are 

overwhelmed by the presence of God.  You quickly and 

reverently pour the incense over the coals and a thick fragrant 
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smoke fills the entire room.  As the smoke is rising, you worship 

the Lord and offer prayers for all the people.   

 

After some time spent in the presence of God, you leave to 

return to the Bronze Altar.  You take a bowl filled with the blood 

of the bull that was just offered as your sin offering.  You return 

to the Holy of Holies and sprinkle the blood seven times on the 

mercy seat.  This blood makes it possible for God to show mercy 

on Israel, as He forgives all their sins that they had committed 

that year.   

 

Reluctantly you leave the Presence of God and go back to the 

outer court.  There are many goats there and lots are taken to 

choose two.  A red cloth is tied around the neck of one goat and 

another red cloth is tied around the horn of the second goat, 

who is called the scapegoat.  It was taken outside of the 

Tabernacle and turned to face the people.  You enter the 

tabernacle again and take the first goat and offer it as a sin 

offering on the Bronze Altar.  You place its blood in a bowl and 

walk around the tabernacle sprinkling the blood seven times on 

the Mercy Seat of the Ark of the Covenant and on the horns of 

the Altar of Incense.  You then mix this blood with the bull’s 

blood and sprinkle it seven times on the horns of the Bronze 
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Altar.  All of this signifies the cleansing of the Tabernacle for 

the year. 

 

While this cleansing was going on, all the people were waiting 

outside the tabernacle, praying. You then come out of the 

Tabernacle and raise your hands signifying that God has 

accepted the sacrifice.  Joyous praise and thanksgiving are 

heard throughout the camp as the atonement is accepted. 

 

Even though this has been an emotionally draining day, there is 

much more to do.  You face the scapegoat and place your bloody 

hands on its head, transferring the sins of the people onto this 

goat.  You and several priests lead the goat into the wilderness, 

about twelve miles away from the camp, all the while praying 

that God would take the sins of all the people and forgive them.  

Once there, you take the red cloth off its horn and tear it into 

two pieces.  You put one piece back on its horn and keep the 

other to take back to the people.  The goat was pushed backward 

over a cliff to its death, taking the sins of the people with it.  You 

look at the red cloth you took and tore from the scapegoat, and 

see that it has turned white.  You rejoice the entire walk back to 

camp knowing that the sacrifice was fully accepted by God.   

 



111 
 

According to Jewish tradition, the cloth stopped turning from 

red to white after Jesus was crucified.  There was no longer a 

need for a scapegoat; Jesus Christ bore all of our sins in His 

body. 

 
Hebrews 10:4  for it is not possible that the blood of bulls 

and goats should take away sins. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:21  for He made Him who knew no sin to 

be sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness of 

God in Him. 

 
As High Priest, you have one last thing to do on this day.  As 

soon as you get back to the tabernacle, you take off your filthy 

linen garments and wash yourself in the Brass laver.  It feels so 

good to be clean again.  All the blood and dirt from the day was 

now gone and you can now put on your High Priest garments.  

You instruct the priests to offer a final burnt offering on the 

Bronze Altar for yourself and the people. 

 

Atonement is necessary because we are not perfect beings.  We 

do sin and we fall short of the glory of God.60  We become 

separated from God, not because He does not love us anymore, 

but because He is holy and we have sinned.  God in His love for 

us wants us to come close to Him.  In order to do this, our sins 

must be forgiven.  Only then can we be reconciled to Him, and 

                                        
60 Romans 3:23 
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brought back into closeness, intimate fellowship, with our 

loving Heavenly Father.  With God, the only way to have sins 

atoned for was by the shedding of blood. 

 

Hebrews 9:22 And according to the Law, one may almost 

say, all things are cleansed with blood, and without 

shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. 
 
Leviticus 17:11  For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and 

I have given it to you on the altar to make atonement for 

your souls; for it is the blood by reason of the life that 

makes atonement. 

 

The great news is that Christ, our High Priest, shed His blood 

for us, once and for all times, that all our sins may be forgiven.  

Once we accept the free gift that Jesus Christ offers to all 

people, the atonement in His shed blood, we may come into the 

very presence of Almighty God, confident that we are holy in 

His sight. 

 
Matthew 26:28  for this is My blood of the covenant, which 

is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins. 

 
Romans 5:8-10 But God demonstrates His own love toward 

us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we 

shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.  For if 

while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through 

the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, 

we shall be saved by His life. 
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As believers, we must know the truths of these scriptures so that 

we do not fall prey to the enemy’s weapon of condemnation.  

Whenever we sin, he is always ready to bring condemnation.  

We must know that the blood of Jesus Christ covers all of our 

sins.  Our responsibility is to repent each time we sin, and let 

Jesus’ blood that was shed for all our sins, past, present and 

future wash us clean each and every time.  The Holy Spirit 

brings conviction when we sin, to bring us to repentance and 

closeness with God; while the enemy brings condemnation to 

take us far away from God.  We must know the difference and 

the truths of how to deal with each. 

 

Let us explore some of the unique features of the Holy of 

Holies, because there is so much significance in each item.  We 

will start with the veil, the final barrier that was set up between a 

Holy God and sinful man.   

 

The Veil was made of blue, purple and red linen, embroidered 

with gold cherubim, and it was hung from four golden pillars.  It 

served as a partition between the Holy Place and the Holy of 

Holies.61  The colors are representational of Jesus Christ. The 

Blue demonstrates that Christ came from heaven to earth, the 

                                        
61 Exodus 26:31-33 
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Red signifies Christ’s blood that was shed for us, and the Purple 

represents Christ’s royalty. 

 

The embroidered Cherubim are symbolic of God’s protective 

presence over the Holy of Holies.  It is as if God put a guard 

there and said thus far, but no further.  Remember the cherubim 

God placed at the entrance to the Garden of Eden after Adam 

and Eve were set out of it?  I am sure the priests sensed the 

cherubim gazing down on their movements in the tabernacle, 

causing them to be more aware of the holiness of their position. 

 

The veil that hung in the temple King Herod built when Christ 

was on the earth was actually two very thick veils.  The opening 

between the two rooms was eighteen inches thick and they could 

not decide if the veil should be placed nearer the Holy Place or 

the Holy of Holies, so they hung two.  These curtains were sixty 

feet long, thirty feet wide, and about four inches thick.  They 

were made of seventy two squares sewn together.  The veils 

were so heavy that it took three hundred priests to hang them. 

 

When this veil was torn at the death of Jesus Christ, both 

curtains were torn from the top to the bottom!  The veil was 

impossible for any man to tear because it was so thick, but with 

God nothing is impossible.  This tearing of the veil was 
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symbolic of the barrier to God being removed by the sacrifice of 

Jesus on the cross, giving us direct access to God.  The veil was 

torn about 3:00 PM when the temple was full of priests carrying 

out their duties, and they would have heard and seen this 

miracle.  I am sure they were filled with awe, amazement, and 

fear as they looked into the Holy of Holies, a room they had 

never seen before.  Too bad the room was empty, as the ark had 

long since been gone, and hence the presence of God was gone.   

 
Hebrews 10:19-20  Therefore, brethren, since we have 

confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus, by 

a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through 

the veil, that is, His flesh. 

 

God’s presence in the bodily form of Jesus Christ had been in 

their presence for the last three years, yet they did not see Him 

as such.  The torn veil is a picture of the torn body of Christ, 

who made it possible for us to enter into the presence of God 

and fellowship with Him. 
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The only item in the Holy of Holies was the Ark of the 

Covenant.  The Ark was symbolic of God’s throne and presence.  

The Tabernacle was designed by God for His presence to reside 

among His people.  God’s presence would manifest in the form 

of a cloud by day and a column of fire by night.62  Now 

remember that this smoke and fire originated in the Holy of 

Holies and miraculously traveled undisturbed through the four 

layers of animal hides and fabric, and was seen by all over the 

top of the tabernacle.  Another amazing thing is that the fire did 

not burn the coverings!  The next time you have trouble 

believing God for the impossible in your life, remember the 

ceiling of the tabernacle, and know nothing constrains Him. 

 

                                        
62 Exodus 40:34,38 
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The Ark was a wooden box, made of acacia wood, covered 

inside and out with pure gold.  It was 3’9” x 2’3”. It had a gold 

rim around the top.  Four golden rings were attached to the sides 

used to attach two golden poles.  These poles were never to be 

removed, and they were used to carry the Ark of the Covenant 

when the Tabernacle was moved.63 

 

On top of the Ark was a lid of solid gold, called the Mercy Seat.  

On this lid were two cherubim sculpted from one piece of solid 

gold.  They were facing each other with their faces looking at 

the ark.  Their wings were touching each other as they were 

stretched out over the ark.64  God promises that from this mercy 

seat, He will meet and speak with the High Priest. 

 

Exodus 25:22 There I will meet with you; and from above 

the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim which are 

upon the ark of the testimony, I will speak to you about all 

that I will give you in commandment for the sons of Israel. 

 

The Mercy Seat has also been called the throne of God, where 

His presence rests; while the Ark itself was a box, a container 

for very specific items, which He called the testimony.   

 

                                        
63 Exodus 25:10-15 
64 Exodus 25:17-20 
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Exodus 25: 21 You shall put the mercy seat on top of the 

ark, and in the ark you shall put the testimony which I will 

give to you.  

  

What was in the Ark and how are these things a testimony?  The 

Ark was to contain three items: a golden jar containing Manna, 

Aaron’s rod that budded, and the stone tablets of the Ten 

Commandments.65  These testify as to who God is to be in our 

lives and how we are to respond to Him.   

 

The golden pot of Manna symbolized God’s provision for man.  

When Moses and the Children of Israel were in the wilderness 

for forty years, God provided food for the millions of people 

each and every day in the form of Manna. It tasted like coriander 

seeds and honey and was in the form of white wafers.66  God 

desires us to rely upon His provision.  This takes faith and trust 

in Him.  The Manna also symbolizes that Jesus is the true bread 

from heaven 

 

John 6:31-35  Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; 

as it is written, He gave them bread out of heaven to eat. 

Jesus then said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, it is not 

Moses who has given you the bread out of heaven, but it is 

My Father who gives you the true bread out of heaven.  For 

the bread of God is that which comes down out of heaven, 

and gives life to the world."  Then they said to Him, "Lord, 

                                        
65 Hebrews 9:4 
66 Exodus 16:31-35 
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always give us this bread."  Jesus said to them, "I am the 

bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he 

who believes in Me will never thirst. 

 

Just as we need physical food every day, we also need the 

spiritual food that Christ offers us.  When we read and study 

God’s Word, when we have conversations with the Lord, we are 

nourished and strengthened.  Do you partake of this spiritual 

manna every day?  Or do you try to store it up for a few days?  

God wants to give us fresh food, a fresh word every day. 

 

The second item in the Ark was Aaron’s rod that he would use 

for walking.  In Numbers 16 and 17 there was a revolt against 

Moses and Aaron, challenging their positions as leaders, 

especially Aaron as the High Priest.  This revolt was led by 

Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.  They incited two hundred fifty 

leaders from the twelve tribes to rebel and challenge the 

authority God placed on Moses and Aaron.  God opened up the 

ground and swallowed up these men and sent fire from heaven 

to totally consume their possessions. 

 

Incredibly, the very next day, more grumbling took place in the 

camp, once again challenging Aaron and Moses.  God instructed 

Moses to select a representative from each of the twelve tribes to 

bring a rod, with the name of their tribe engraved on it.  Aaron 
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represented the tribe of Levi. All twelve rods were put in the 

tabernacle before the Ark of the Covenant.  God said that the rod 

of the man He had chosen to lead would blossom.  The next 

morning, only Aaron’s rod had budded and blossomed, and even 

produced fruit in the form of almonds.  His rod was placed in 

the ark as a sign against the rebels that Aaron and his lineage 

alone had the right to be a high priest. 

 

A rod represents authority for the person holding it.  A 

shepherd uses it in many ways: to aid in walking over difficult 

ground, to lead and discipline his sheep, and to protect his sheep 

from attack.  Many times Jesus referred to mankind as sheep 

that need a shepherd.  We as sheep are to be in submission to 

our leaders.  They are put there to lead us and help us.  We are 

to submit to God first and foremost and then to whomever God 

puts over us.  Do you have a problem submitting to leadership?  

If you do, talk about it with God and ask Him to help you see 

His divine order for leadership in our homes, churches, and 

countries. 

 

The third item in the Ark was the Tablets of the Ten 

Commandments.  This is the second set that God made after 

Moses broke the first one.  Along with the tablets were the 

writings of Moses, which are the first five books of the Bible: 
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Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.  These 

two items represent the law of God, and what He expects from 

His people, to provide mankind instruction and guidance. 

 

The three items placed inside the Ark are three things we all 

need to be able to abide in the presence of God:  to feed and be 

strengthened on the Word of God daily, to be disciplined and led 

in love by our Heavenly Shepherd, and to know the truth of 

what God expects for our lives and how to walk in it. 

 

As I said earlier, in Jesus’ time there was no Ark in the Holy of 

Holies.  It has had a very interesting history that still captures 

the imaginations of man, wondering what happened to it.  The 

Ark began its life in the wilderness to be placed in the 

Tabernacle.  When God’s people finally entered into the 

Promised Land, the priests carried it across the Jordan River.  As 

soon as their feet entered the rushing water, the water parted and 

they all crossed over on dry land.67  God instructed the priests to 

carry it around Jericho for seven days and then the walls fell 

down.68   

 

                                        
67 Joshua 3 
68 Joshua 6 
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It was captured by the Philistines when the people of Israel 

wanted to “use God’s power” to win a victory over their 

enemies by taking the Ark out of the Tabernacle and onto the 

battle field.  They did not ask God what to do, they just figured 

out this plan for themselves.  The priests who went with the Ark 

ended up dying for their disobedience.69 

 

The Philistines suffered greatly with the Ark in their possession, 

dagon their god fell twice, and the last time lost its hands and 

head.  The people were covered with tumors (boils), and the 

land was overrun by mice.  After seven months the Philistines 

returned the Ark to Israel to stop all these supernatural curses.70   

 

The Philistines took the Ark to the border of Israel and the men 

of Beth-Shemesh were glad to see it; but when they peeked into 

the Ark they were instantly killed.71  The Ark was taken to 

Kiriath-Jearim and stayed there for 20 years while they tried to 

figure out what to do with it.72  David decided to bring the Ark 

to Jerusalem, the new capital of Israel.  He had it put on a cart 

and when it almost turned over; Uzziah touched the ark to 

steady it and was instantly killed.  It stayed in the house of 

                                        
69 1 Samuel 4 
70 1 Samuel 6 
71 1 Samuel 6:19 
72 1 Samuel 7 
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Obed-edom for three months, and he was greatly blessed by 

God.73  David then transported the Ark correctly, with priests 

carrying it with poles.  Solomon built a temple for the Ark of the 

Covenant and when it was placed in the Holy of Holies, the 

presence of God filled the entire temple.74 

 

During the end of the kings of Israel, in 586 BC, King 

Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon invaded and destroyed the temple 

and Jerusalem, and the Ark of the Covenant disappeared.  There 

are many theories as to what happened to it.  Some say that it 

was destroyed and all the gold was removed.  Others say it was 

buried under the temple before the Babylonians could take it.  A 

popular theory is that it was taken out of the Israel and hidden in 

a cave in Israel or in another country (Ethiopia is mentioned the 

most), before the Babylonians could take it.  Some say it was 

taken to heaven by God.75  And the last theory is that it was 

buried and has probably decomposed. 

 

No matter where it is, I am so grateful we as Christians do not 

have to rely upon having the physical Ark to hold the presence 

of God.  We are the temple of the Holy Spirit, the very presence 

of God!  He is with us at all times. 

                                        
73 2 Samuel 6:1-11 
74 2 Chronicles 5:14 
75 Revelation 11:19 
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For their final, my students were to share what part of the 

tabernacle has the greatest impact on their lives today. This is a 

song written by Devon and Victoria that sums up their feelings 

about the journey of intimacy with the Lord through the 

tabernacle, and their desire to go beyond the veil into His 

glorious presence. 

Behind the veil I offer myself 

A living sacrifice to You, Lord 

Here I am, Purify my heart 

Cleanse me from sin 

Prepare me to come closer 

Want to be closer 

Have to be closer 

Long to be closer 

 

Take me in, take me in Lord, take me in 

I want to see Your glory, the splendor of Your glory 

 

Your light shines so bright 

In the darkness of night 

I know with all my might 

That You are here in my sight 

Into me You see 

You commune with me 

I desire to be 

A sweet fragrance to Thee 

 

Take me in, take me in Lord, take me in 

I want to see Your glory, the splendor of Your glory 

 

Most Holy Place, now we are face to face 

Most Holy Place, oh amazing grace 

Most Holy Place, consumed by Your grace 
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Most Holy Place, oh Most Holy Place 

 

Brought me in, brought me in, Lord 

You brought me in, brought me in. 

Here I am Most Holy Place 

Here I am in the Most Holy Place 
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The Tabernacle of Moses no longer exists.  It was replaced by a 

permanent structure built by King Solomon in 960BC.  This 

temple was very grand with much stone and gold, yet it was 

patterned after the tabernacle, with an outer court with the 

Bronze Altar for sacrifices and the Brass Laver.  It had a Holy 

Place with the Golden Lampstand, the Table of Showbread, and 

the Altar of Incense.  The Holy of Holies had the original Ark of 

the Covenant, but only the Ten Commandments were left in the 

Future Tabernacles 

Chapter 10 
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Ark.76  This Temple and Jerusalem were destroyed in 586BC by 

the Babylonians, and the Ark of the Covenant disappeared 

around this time.  The Temple was rebuilt during the time of 

Ezra, Haggai, and Zechariah; while they were under Persian 

rule, around 445BC. 

 

When the Romans ruled the world, the Temple had many ups 

and downs.  In 55BC, a ruler named Crassus, stole the golden 

articles from the Temple.  In 20BC, King Herod started to 

rebuild the Temple making it very grand.  This is the Temple 

used during the ministry of Jesus.  The Romans destroyed 

Jerusalem and the Temple in 70 AD. 

 

There is much prophecy with time frames all centered on the 

Temple and Jerusalem in the book of Daniel.  Daniel was taken 

to Babylon when he was a teenager and even though the Lord 

blessed him in this foreign land, he longed for his people to one 

day return to Israel to worship God.  He prayed and fasted and 

repented for his people.  The angel Gabriel showed up and gave 

him this fascinating prophecy. 

  
Daniel 9:24-26  Seventy weeks have been decreed for your 

people and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to 

make an end of sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to bring 

                                        
76 1 Kings 8:9 
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in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy 

and to anoint the most holy place.  So you are to know and 

discern that from the issuing of a decree to restore and 

rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince there will be 

seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; it will be built again, with 

plaza and moat, even in times of distress.  Then after the 

sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut off and have 

nothing, and the people of the prince who is to come will 

destroy the city and the sanctuary.  

 

Daniel was told that there would be a time period of seventy 

weeks for Israel and the holy place, the Temple.  This first time 

period of sixty-nine weeks would start when a decree would be 

made to rebuild Jerusalem and the temple, and end with the 

Messiah being cut off.   The word “weeks” is translated periods 

of seven years. Sixty-nine weeks are sixty-nine periods of seven 

years or 483 years. It was exactly 483 years from the time 

Cyrus, the Persian king, decreed that the temple would be rebuilt 

under the guidance of Ezra, until Jesus Christ made His 

triumphal entry into Jerusalem the week before His crucifixion.   

 

There is a time gap between the sixty-nine weeks and the last 

week.  During this time Gabriel told Daniel that the people who 

kill the Messiah will destroy the city and the Temple, which we 

already saw happened in 70AD.  The time gap is there because 

this prophecy is for Israel, and the time after the Messiah was 

killed until the last seven year period of history is the time of the 
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Gentile church.  We pick back up on this prophecy for Israel in 

verse 27.  The Bible is very clear that more Temples will be 

built.  The next one to be built will be during the time of the 

antichrist, before Christ’s second coming.  The “he” in this verse 

is the antichrist, and the “many” is Israel. 

 
Daniel 9:27 And he will make a firm covenant with the 

many for one week, but in the middle of the week he will put 

a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of 

abominations will come one who makes desolate, even until 

a complete destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on 

the one who makes desolate. 

 

The antichrist will have one “week”, or seven years to reign.  He 

will allow the Jews to sacrifice in the temple for half of that 

time, 3½ years, but then he will stop the sacrifices and set 

himself up as god.  2 Thessalonians 2:1-4 tells us not to be 

deceived at the time of the Lord’s return.  There will be a man of 

lawlessness who comes to destroy and to oppose God.  He will 

exalt himself and “take his seat in the temple of God, displaying 

himself as being God.” There are many passages in Daniel and 

Revelation about this 3½ year time period where the antichrist 

will rule the earth and set up his throne in the temple, also called 

forty-two months or 1,290 days.77 

 

                                        
77 Daniel 12:11, Revelation 11:1-3 
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During these last 3½ years on the earth, John often writes in 

Revelation about a Temple in heaven.  God is on His throne in 

this temple and much activity is going on in it.  Lots of people 

and strange creatures are gathered around the throne of God 

singing praises to the Lord.78  Angels are being dispatched to 

carry out judgment after judgment in the seal, trumpet and bowl 

judgments.79  Saints are offering up prayers at the altar of 

incense.80  The Ark of the Covenant also appeared in this 

heavenly temple.81  Whether or not it was there all along or 

whether it was “beamed up” to heaven from its hiding place, all 

I know is that it will be there at some time. 

 

At the end of this seven-year rule of the antichrist on earth, Jesus 

Christ will return with His armies which had been in heaven 

with Him (resurrected believers).  He is coming on a white horse 

to judge and wage war.  He is called Faithful and True, the 

Word of God, and the King of kings and Lord of lords.  The 

antichrist and all the kings of the earth and their armies are 

assembled to make war with Jesus and His armies.82  With this 

many lined up for battle with diametrically opposing beliefs, we 

would expect there to be a violent and prolonged battle with 

                                        
78 Revelation 4, Revelation 7:11-17 
79 Revelation 6, 8, 9, 14, 15,16 
80 Revelation 8:3-4 
81 Revelation 11:19 
82 Revelation 19: 11-19 
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huge casualties on each side.  But no, not when Jesus Christ is 

the Commander of the armies of heaven; He spoke and the 

enemy was defeated!  The antichrist and his false prophet were 

seized, chained, and thrown into the lake of fire; while the 

armies who were with them were killed with the utterance of a 

word.83 

 

After this, Jesus will stay on the earth and take up His throne in 

Jerusalem.  He and all the saints who are in His army, and all 

resurrected believers who are killed during the tribulation, will 

reign with Christ for one thousand years.    Daniel had a vision 

of this time of a dreadful and terrifying beast with ten horns 

(antichrist) that will devour, crush, and trample as many people 

as he can; and then be thrown into the lake of fire for an 

appointed time.  Then one like a Son of Man (Jesus) will come 

before the Ancient of Days (Almighty God) and everlasting 

dominion will be given to Him.84   

 

There are many prophecies about Jesus, the Messiah, coming to 

the earth and setting up an eternal kingdom.  These prophecies 

are what the Jewish people stumble over.  For the most part, 

they do not see the prophecies about Jesus coming as a baby and 

                                        
83 Revelation 19:20-21 
84 Daniel 7 
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being the sacrificial Passover lamb for all mankind.  They love 

the prophecies about Jesus coming and destroying all rulers of 

this age and setting Himself up as the righteous Judge and King.  

But a day is coming when all will look upon Jesus Christ and 

know that He is the Messiah and He is our King, and He will set 

up a kingdom that will have no end.    

 

Where will Jesus set up His Throne?  The last nine chapters of 

Ezekiel talk about a future temple in Jerusalem where Jesus will 

dwell and sit on His throne.  

 

Ezekiel 43: 7  He said to me, "Son of man, this is the place 

of My throne and the place of the soles of My feet, where I 

will dwell among the sons of Israel forever. 

 

This temple will have many similarities to the previous temples, 

but with one major difference; there will be a throne set up for 

Jesus to sit upon.  His glory will fill the entire House of God, not 

just the Holy of Holies.85   

 

Another interesting difference about this temple is there will be 

a river flowing from the altar of the temple, and everything the 

river touches will live and be healed.86  There will be many fruit 

                                        
85 Ezekiel 43:5 
86 Ezekiel 47:8-9 
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trees on either side of its banks, and their fruit will be for food 

and their leaves for healing.87   

 

I think it is interesting that this same river of life will be 

featured in the eternal dwelling of mankind and God, described 

in Revelation 21and 22.   

 
Revelation 22:1-2  Then he showed me a river of the water 

of life, clear as crystal, coming from the throne of God and 

of the Lamb, in the middle of its street. On either side of the 

river was the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, 

yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree 

were for the healing of the nations.  

 

After the Millennial Rule (one-thousand year reign of Christ), 

satan will be released from the abyss for a short time.  He will 

come out to deceive the nations.  Those who side with him will 

come against Jesus.  Fire will come down from heaven and 

devour them.  The devil will be thrown into the lake of fire 

where he will spend eternity; along with anyone whose name 

was not written the in the Lord’s book of life, those who have 

not confessed Jesus Christ to be their Lord.  

 

After all these things, God does an amazing thing; He creates a 

new heaven, a new earth, and a new Jerusalem, prepared as a 

                                        
87 Ezekiel 47:12 
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bride adorned for her husband.88  This new city is 

breathtakingly beautiful.  John described it the best way he knew 

how, comparing it to many beautiful jewels.  This is where we 

will live with God and Jesus for all eternity!  Jesus has come 

down to earth many times to commune with mankind, but this is 

the first time God will come to earth.  This is not just a visit, but 

Almighty God and Jesus Christ will dwell among us.   

 
Revelation 21:3 Behold, the tabernacle of God is among 

men, and He shall dwell among them, and they shall be His 

people, and God Himself shall be among them.  
 
Revelation 22:3-4 …and the throne of God and of the Lamb 

shall be in it and His bondservants shall serve Him; and 

they shall see His face…  

 
In New Jerusalem there will no physical temple, because Jesus 

is called the tabernacle of God and He and Almighty God will 

dwell among us. 

 
Revelation 21:22 And I saw no temple in it, for the Lord 

God, the Almighty, and the lamb, are its temple. 

   

Because They are dwelling among us, there will be no need for a 

sun or moon because Their glory will illumine the entire city.  

Do not think this is a city the size of the current Jerusalem.  The 

dimensions of this new city are vast, beyond anything we can 

                                        
88 Revelation 22:2 
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comprehend.  The city will be 1500 miles in length, width, and 

height.  To get a better perspective on this, we fly in airplanes at 

5½ miles high; and it is about 1500 miles from Dallas to New 

York City.  This light will not only illumine New Jerusalem, but 

also the entire earth.89 

 

As we near the end of this book, we must understand why it is 

important to study the Tabernacle and what we are to do with 

this knowledge?  When God was describing His millennial 

temple to Ezekiel in the last nine chapters of that book, He used 

a form of the word “measure” sixty times.  When something is 

measured, there is an absolute standard that is used to tell its 

size, weight, and purity.  At the time something is measured it is 

said to be equal to what is measuring it, it does not deviate from 

the measuring rod, and it is fixed or immovable.   

 

We as the tabernacle of the living God must follow the 

measurements that God has set for us.  

 
Ezekiel 43:10-11 As for you son of man, describe the temple 

to the house of Israel, that they may be ashamed of their 

iniquities and let them measure the plan. And if they are 

ashamed of all that they have done, make known to them the 

design of the house, its structure, its exits, its entrances, all 

its designs, all its statutes, and all its laws.  And write it in 

                                        
89 Revelation 21:24 
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their sight, so that they my observe the whole design and all 

its statutes and do them. 

 

When we try to line ourselves up with God’s Word and His will 

for our lives, and see that we fall well short of His holiness, and 

repent, God is pleased.  Now our hearts are right for Him to 

make known to us the whole design of the tabernacle and all His 

statutes.  When we position ourselves before Him every day, to 

converse with Him, and to learn from His Word, we will see 

ourselves gradually lining up with the measurements of His 

ideal tabernacle, God’s perfect plans for our lives.   

 

In Matthew 7:21-23 Jesus told his disciples that not everyone 

who says Lord, Lord will enter into His kingdom; only those 

who do the will of the Father will enter into His kingdom.  He 

then says something disturbing, “Depart from Me you workers 

of iniquity.”  Many will say to Him, we prophesied for You, we 

performed miracles for You, we preached and taught Your 

word, we took care of the poor…  These are all great things, but 

there is obviously something missing from the lives of these 

who were told to depart.  Jesus said, “I never knew you.” 

 

The Greek word for “know” is ginosko, which means to come to 

know someone by spending time with them.  It also means 

knowing someone in an intimate way, knowing everything about 
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them.  Remember when we discussed the duties of the Levites 

and the two groups found in Ezekiel 44.  One group was to 

minister to the people and the other group was to minister to the 

Lord.  The second group knew God and was known by Him.  

They understood the plans of God.   

 

Ezekiel 44: 5-6  The LORD said to me, "Son of man, mark 

well (put these in your heart), see with your eyes and hear 

with your ears (spiritual understanding) all that I say to you 

concerning all the statutes of the house of the LORD and 

concerning all its laws; and mark well the entrance of the 

house, with all exits of the sanctuary.   

 

What is God’s plan for all believers, what is the most important 

thing for us to do?  A very learned man, a scribe, asked Jesus 

“what is the most important commandment for us to follow”, 

and here is His answer.   

 
Mark 12:30  You shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and 

with all your strength.   

 

This is ministering to God, when we come to know Him and 

what pleases Him, not just to work for Him but to minister to 

Him.  Does this mean we are not to minister to the people?  No.  

Jesus said there are two great commandments, and the second 
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one is: “you shall love your neighbor as yourself.”90  The word 

LOVE used in these two commandments is the same Greek 

word, agapao.  It means to welcome someone into our lives and 

homes, to entertain, to love dearly, to cherish, and to want to be 

with.   

 

We are to love God and all people with the same love; the only 

difference is that God needs to be placed first.  Is He first in 

your life?  Do you love Him with ALL your heart, soul, mind, 

and strength?  Do you welcome Him into every part of your life, 

or are there some rooms in your heart that are “off-limits” to 

Him?  Every room in God’s Tabernacle is pure, holy, and 

consecrated for Him.  Every room is important and we must pay 

attention to the lessons in each one.   

 

As this study comes to a close, I urge you to examine your life 

in respect to the tabernacle.  Can we say, “YES, I love God with 

all my heart, soul, mind, and strength 100% of the time”?  No, 

we cannot; but we need to be aware of God’s plan for us in this 

regard and daily strive to get closer and closer to the mark. God 

longs for all His people to come close to Him, to come beyond 

the veil, to fellowship with Him.   

 

                                        
90 Mark 12:31 
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1 Corinthians 1:9  God is faithful, through whom you were 

called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 

1 John 1:3b  indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and 

with His Son Jesus Christ.  

 

God’s plan for all time is to fellowship with the men and women 

He created.  He walked with Adam and Eve in the garden each 

day, and He longs to fellowship with us each and every day.  

The word used in the New Testament for fellowship is koinonia.  

There are several facets to this word.  Fellowship is 

companionship, where there is a mutual association of people 

who are on friendly terms with one another, and they enjoy 

being together.  It also means a partnership, where people with 

joint interests come together with one purpose working together, 

yet each having their own part to do.  Fellowship is also 

friendship, being attached to one another by esteem, respect, 

and affection leading us to desire to be together.  Fellowship is 

intimacy, or familiarity with each other.  As you share your 

hearts with each other with open and frequent communication, 

you develop complete trust and confidence in your relationship. 

 

God implanted the desire for koinonia with Him in each of us.  

Whether we are aware of this or not, we spend our lives seeking 

to be loved, accepted and a part of an intimate relationship with 

the people around us; yet not with Him.  Yes, we can have 
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satisfying fellowship with each other, but true fulfillment of this 

koinonia longing only comes through our intimate relationship 

with the Lord.  He is calling to all of us to Come into His 

Tabernacle and behold the beauty of a very special eternal 

relationship with Him! 
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One Thing I have asked from the Lord, 
 that I shall seek;  

that I may dwell in the house of the Lord 
all the days of my life 

 to behold the beauty of the Lord 
and to inquire in His temple. 

Psalms 27:4 
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Other books by Vikki Tynan: 
 
 

 
  
Conversations with Jehovah 
An in-depth look at various prayers in  
the Bible to gain a better understanding  
of the value of prayer. 

 
 
 
 

Riches of God’s Word   
A Journey through the Old Testament 
 
Book 1 – Beginnings 
Study of Genesis – Deuteronomy   

 
 
 
Riches of God’s Word   
A Journey through the Old Testament 
 
Book 2 – Possessing the Land 
Study of Joshua - Malachi 

 
 

 
 

These books can all be found on Amazon. 
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Other books from This Is Your Season Authors: 
 

 
 

  
    

 

    
 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

These books can all be found on Amazon. 
 
 
 
 

This Is Your Season 
 
Where You will Find 

Rest For Your Soul 

 

Dolores Dotson 

Making of a King 
 
What every man should 

know about the influence 

of a woman                        

 
Duncan Dotson 

 

Hear My Heart’s Cry 
 

 

Prophetic Psalms 

The Garden That 

Surrounds the Throne 
 

Devotional Gest 

 

Cheryl Estes 

Living Water From 

God’s Heart 

 

Prophetic Pslams 

Gates of Restoration 

 
Transforming Power 

of the Love of God 

 

Marlee Saliture 
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I encourage you to check out other teachings  
that are available free online at: 
www.thecomingmessenger.org 
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